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SCOTLAND. 


PART xv. 


NUMBER I. 
PARISH oF LANARK. 


" £ e and precbytery of E nd Synod of Glas 
„„ on and. Ayr.) : 


By Mx. WILLIAM LOCKHART or BanoxatD. 
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amen Extent, N * Na | 


Tals Pariſh is NED in the ſhire and 1 of 
| Lanark, and Synod of Glasgow and Ayr; is between 4 
and 5 miles in length stretching along the Eastern bank 
of the Clyde, and about three in breadth. The genera- 
lity of the pariſh consists of pretty flat and improvable 
land; but along the Clyde from Bonniton-fall down- 
wards for the space of more than 3 miles, the bank, are 
high, precipitous, and rocky, which however are pretty 
generally fringed with natural wood and plauting: The 


Vor. XV. A | 


lately feued from the magistrates between 2 and 300 acres 


* 


Statistical f Account 


banks of the Mouſs, the only other river of any 4120, 


and which running from East to West, separates the 
pariſh into two distinet parts, are equally precipitous 


and rocky, but also elothed with natural 3 and : 
plantations of forest frees: 7 


The highest ground in the pariſh, for there is no hill, 


is Lanark and Lee moors, both being pretty equal in 
height, and about 760 feet above sea level. The town 
of Lanark itself is 656 feet 5 inches above the 3 at the 

new bridge of Glasgow. 


The pariſh may contain above 6200 acres, There are 
probably upwards of 600 acres of coppice wood and plan- 


tations, and 1800 acres of moor ground, which leaves a- 
bout 3600 acres for cultivation. The moory grounds, 
| which also contain some little moſs, belong to two differ- 
ent proprietors. Lanark moor, consisting of about 1500 
acres, is the property of the community: and Lee- moor 
consisting of about 300 acres belongs to the estate of Lee. 
About 50 years ago the magistrates of Lanark, let to the 


inhabitants of the burgh on leases of 57 years, several 
small lots, at the extremity of their moor or common, at 
from 6d. to 1s. 8d. per acre, with the view of getting 


them inclosed and improven; but the distance from town, 
about two miles, and other circumstances, prevented 
much improvement from being made upon them : such 
lots however as were situated nighest the town, and have 
been kept ſencible, now let from 10s. to 208. per acre. 
About 20 years ago, the town planted about 60 acres of 
this moor, mostly with Scots pines, which are in a very 


thriving condition ; and their seeds, scattered by the wind 
have of late produced a natural and extensive crop of 


young pines in the moor. 
William Honeyman of Grœmsay Esq. Advocate, hos 
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5 of this 1 moor at 38. per : acre ; ad has begun. to ban | 


and improve it, so that what formerly afforded a small 


pittance to a few haif-staryed cattle, will soon be enabled 
to maintain families. The expences he has been at are al- 
ready very considerable, but do not intimidate him from 


being still willing to poſseſs and improve more of it, 5 
which although beneſicial to the manufactures of Lanark, 


and to the nation at large, is opposed by 4 few burgeſses, 


who say that they have an immemorial right of servitude 

upon this moor for the pasturage of a certain number of 
cattle, and for fuel, ſeal, and divot; and therefore, that 
it cannot be disposed of without being liable to such bur- 
dens, —as to which vident jurisconsulti ; but it must be 
matter of great regret to every well-wiſher of his country 
to see so great an extent of improvable ground in the 


neighbourhood of a populous and e town, 
abandoned to heath and bent-graſs. 


— 


Lee- moor i is in the like rude and uncultivated state, all ; 


though equally improvable, and much nezrer to coal and 
lime, than the former. 
| the proprietor, or rather owing to that bane of all 
improvement, an entailed estate *. It is considerably 


This however is the fault of 


leſs 


* He has planted about 80 acres with Scots pine, larch, beech, ash, &c: 

{ In travelling through Scotland, whenever the Stranger meets with any 
large portion of improvable land in a state of nature, he may rest satis- 
fied that the ground is either under a strict entail, or that the proprietor has 
an overgrown estate. In ſhort the fact is so glaring, that for the good of 
society and the nation at large, it were to he wiſhed, that some measure 
could be thought of either to oblige such proprietors to improve those 
grounds themselves, or to feu or sell them by public roup, at least to let 
them, to people willing to improve them, on such terms as may be fixed by the 
Joard of Agriculture lately e:tabliihed. Such a plan would soon bring the 
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. leſs in extent than Lanark-moor, and thence would re- 
quire leſs expence to bring it under tillage: It is to be 
| hoped however from the promising appearance of the 

young proprietor, that it will soon be brought! into a state 


of cultivation and improvement. 
The South and East parts of the pariſh, excepting the 


burrow lands, which consist of a rich loam, are in gene- 
ral inclined to be light and gravelly. The estates of Lee, 
Cleghorn, Jerviswood, the Namphlars, and the rest of 
the pariſh, consist of a very improvable clayey soil, a- 
dapted for wheat, provided there were spirit enough in 


the country to promote the erection of a flour mill; but, 


as at present there is no flour mill nearer than Hamil- 
ton, 12 miles off, there is no encouragement towards 


the culture of that — and useful 28 


Minerals. There is no coal in the natith hitherto dis- 


covered; but in the neighbouring pariſhes of Carluke, 
Carmichael, and Lesmahago, there are plenty of coal-pits. 
Coal at Lanark sells in general at about 3s. or 3s. 4d. the 
Zoo weight: Cannel coal from Lesmahago pariſh, sells 


somewhat higher, which being of a very bituminous na-. 
1 ture, 


country under cultivation, inerease its population and manufactures, prevent 


in some measure emigrations, and would have the tendency of always pre- 


serving peace and good order in the country. The greater the number of 
Proprietors in a kingdom so much the more numerous will be the triends and 


supporters of its government, as it increases the number of those who are 


materially interested in its welfare. But whenever the whole lands of a 


kingdom, as was the case in France, are absorbed by a few, it is only those | 
few that are more peculiarly interested in its welfare ; for people, whose 
Property is in money or the produce of their industry, may leave the king- 
dom at pleasure, an cannot poſsibiy, take that warm interest in the fate of 
the country which the probrietor and colonist, who in some measure may 


be said to be chained to the soil, must necefsarily do. 


of Lanark 0 


ture, ad approaching near to jet, is used by the poorer 
sort of people in place of candle. 

There is little or no freestone in the pariſh. A quar- 
ry has some time ago been opened in Lee-moer ; 


one lately at the Boathouses in the S. E. corner of the 
pariſh; and a coarse kind of freestone is to be had upon 
the Mouſs on the Jer vis wood estate, but hitherto has been 
discovered no where else. Limestone is wrought in Lee. 
moor and Kilncadzow on the borders of the pariſh, in con- 


siderable quantities; and underneath it, is generally 


found a thin seam of coal, often sufficient to burn what is 
dug out, into lime. The rocks in the pariſh consist ge- 
nerally of a browniſh micaceous moor stone, which splits 
and breaks into thin pieces unfit for any thing but ruble 


work. Clay fit either for bricks or pottery work, any | 


be had in several parts of the pariſh. 


The only appearance of mines is in Jerviswood 


grounds, where there has lately been discovered a thick 
eam of quartz, baſseting out to the day, intermixed 
with small veins of rich iron ore, but, as such, by no 

means worth the working. As however lead mines fre- 


quently put on similar appearances at the top, there is 
no say ing what may be discovered on going a little deep- 


er. Pieces of very pretty jasper have been picked up, 


in the bed of the Mouſs, in detached and water-worn no- 
dules ; as also great plenty of ochres, but no iron stone 
excepting about the coal pits at Gillfoot on the ſkirts of 


the pariſh. Close by the old bridge of Lanark have been 


found in a detached and water-worn piece of limestene, 


petrified pholades and cockle ſhells; which bridge, by 


general Roy's measurement, is 362 feet 5 inches above 


the quay at the new bridge of Glasgow, and 24 miles 
distant from it. 


Sos 
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e Language, my Antiquities. The Damnii of 
Ptolomy among other counties, most certainly poſseſsed all 
| Lanarkſhire. Ptolomy however makes no mention of the 
word Lanark, or any of a similar sound. Baxter, with 
| others, have deemed Lanark to be the Ugrulentum of the . 


0 anonymous geographer of Ravenna, and not without some 


degree of probability. Baxter's derivation however of Ug. 7 
rulentum from the Welſh ger lent, which as he says, Sig 
nifies ripa humidi, vel agua, is totally inapplicable to the 
situation of Lanark, it being Situated on a dry and elevat- 
ed situation, 292 feet 1 inch above the level of the 
Clyde. Ee is equally unhappy in his etymology of Lan- 
ark, which he derives from Lan rig, 1. e. ripa fluminis, 
this town not being situated within view of the river, nor 
8 its immediate bank, but about half 2 male from, 
it.“ | 
WD true we 1 A late auther, (Mr Pinkerton) who. 
defends the fabulous kingdom of the Stratclyde Bri- 
tons of Lanarkſhire, and the Welſh derivation of 
Lanark ; but he, in ac of his hypothesis is obliged to 
resort to ere totally void of foundation, Thus he 
tells 


** Jones in his origin of language and nations, (a whimsical book,) says 
that Lanark, is the same as the Welſh Lanerch, an upper or higher yard or 
* inclosure”, which is hardly so improbable as the other. Indeed in the 
Welſh language we find many etymons such asLlanerch, à green or a bare 
place in a wood; and Lanherch, a forest, as Lluyd tells us. Lanerch is ac- 
tually the name of a town on the Clwyd in Wales: and Lan in Welſh as in 
Gaelic, Signifies a church, churchyard, or inclosure. But the same Lluyd 
in his Welſh preface to the Archealogia tells us, and proves it pretty clear- 
y, that a very great many of the names of places in Wales itself, can only 
be derived from the Gaelic, the Gael being the original inhabitants of Great 
Britain as well as of continental Gaul, which is farther proved by the tracts 
publiſhed in 1737, by Mr Malcolme, minister of Duddingston, and of late 
by the two Meſsrs. M*Phersons, so that the etymology of Lanark falls rather 
to he sought for in the Gachc than Weiſh, 


of Lanark, | : » 


tells nl 7 By 22 In Cindertate at preent if you « will 


% aſk the common people about any ancient castle or the 
e like, they will tell it was erected by the Brets or the 


„ Piks.” Now although they ascribe some of their an- 
_ cient buildings, such as the high'church of Glasgow, to the 


Picts, or Peghs, as they call them, yet it is matter of noto- 


riety that the word Bret is utterly unknown to the com- 


mon people of Clydesdale. This he has advanced merely 
for the purp oe of supporting a favourite system, and to 


mislead in the same way that he, in a former publication, 

had averted that scraps of the second part of his own Har- 
dyknute were sung immemorially by the common people 
of Clydesdale. Mr Pinkerton also avers that the lan- 


guage of this part of Scotland still retains something of 


the Welſh accent: This is equally groundleſs, nor can 
| he point out one single instance of it; and although nu- : 
merous words used in the county are Gaelic, yet none 

are Welſh, unleſs in common with the Gaelic. | 


Indeed Mr Pinkerton in his edition of the Vite Sancto- 


rum Scotiæ, furniſhes us himself with evident proofs of the 


fallacy of his own averments. In the life of St. Kenti- 
gern or St. Mungo of Glasgow, who flouriſhed in ;8s, 
collected from an old copy in Gaelic, and another in Latin 
by Josceline, about anno 1180, we learn, cap. 4, that 
this Saint was called“ Heneyrea quod interpretatur 
« capitalts Dominus, which is pure Gaelic at this day; 


and not Welch. His other name of Munghu © quod 


« (says Josceline) Latine dicitur carus amicus,” is not 
Welfh but more probably Gaelic; thus Eur caomb may 
have been spelt Munghu, the Gaelic pronounceation being 
pretty similar, the literal Signification of which is Dear 

bird 


Inquiry into the hist. of Scotland, vol. I, Pp. 8. 


bird; and dear bird, or my bird, is still used familiarly 
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to a young friend or youth, which Kentigern was when he 
received that epithet from St. Servanus the Pictiſh Abbot 
of Culroſs. In cap. xi. we learn that G/asgow, formerly 


_ Cuthures, was in the Saint's time, from the monastery 
therein situated, called Deschu, quod interpretatur 


„% cara familia. Neither is this Welſh: —But the Gae- 


| lic words Pazsde caomb, i. e. dear children or family, bave 
nearly in that language the sound of, and may have been 
spelt Deschu, in that early age, in the same way that Des- 


chu is now pronounced and spelt Glasgow. And in cap. 
XXi1, we learn that the Burn, a Gaelic word used in this 


county for rivulet, and at present called Molendinar, 


that runs by the High Church of Glasgow and behind 
the College garden, was called Mollendonor in the Saint's 


time. Now muilean is a mill in Gaelic, and dombar 


signifies water; from which it is evident, that the lan- 
guage of Glasgow in Kentigern's time, was not Welſh, 


but pure Gaelic; and that at this early period the Mo- 


lendinor burn, as it now does, drove a mill.“ 


Such 


* We ſhall, in farther proof, and to cluatrate the 8 of this pariſh 


and county, adduce some words, among many hundreds, that might be 


mentioned, which are pure Gaelic. Thus Binh, a stone or green sod or 


seat before a door, is pure Gaelic. Cromie a cow with crooked horns, also 


a crooked stick, from Cromadh bended. Body, a clown or silly person, Bo- 


dach. Pluck, a carbuncle on the face, Plucain. Eirach, a chicken, Eirag - 


Stock-in-hern, a pipe with a horn used by the ſhepherds, from Stoc a pipe. 


Kinning, a Rabbit, Coinain. Brock, a Badger, Broc. Brat, a cover or scurf» 
also a piece of cloth, Brat. To toom, empty, Taomam. To ding, overcome, 
Dingam. Glar, puddle or filth, Gaor. Ingle, the fire, Aingeal. Gairtain, 


garter, Gairtain. Groset, gooseberry, G/otaid. Guitar, a gullyhole, Guitar. 
Haggis, a diſh, Taiggis. Inch, invariably used for an island, Innse or Innis. 


Clachan, a village, Clachan. Loch, a Lake, Loch. Carameile or Caparcile» 


the orobus tuberous, being the root so much used in diet by the ancient 
ite 


Zuch being the case, and as in Lanarkſhire there are no 


Welsh words in use, except such as are in common with 
the Gaelic, we may venture to affirm that the Stratelyde 
kingdom of Cumbrie Britons is a mere dream; and that 
to derive our proper names from the Cumbric is idle. 
| Indeed we cannot resort to the Welſh language for the 


etymon of Lanark, seeing we have a Lanark in Stirling- 


ſhire, where no Cumbrie Britons were ever settled; and a 
Drum-Lanark and Lanarkland in Dumfriesſhire, also 
without the bounds of the fabulous Stratelyde kingdom. 


| Lanark, or as locally pronounced Lanerick, or Lande- 
rick, is therefore more probably Gaelic. Lan, in Shaw's 


dictionary, signifies land, a house, repository, or a 
church. Dearc is the Gaelic for the Billberry, or Blae. 
| berry, so common on high and dry grounds. Landerick, 


or Lan na dearca, appears therefore to denote the land, 


- house, repository, or church of the Billberries. Lan 
dearcach signiſies also Billberry land or repository, pretty 


descriptive of all the Lanarks. Bot farther, Lan are 
signifies a full ark, or granary, and Lanark is spelt Lan. 


are in the old charters,” so Lan are may be the true ety- 
mon, These etymons, though probable, may not be 
just, yet are leſs liable to objection than any former one; 


nor would we have dwelt so long upon this article, had 


we not wiſhed to remove the mist attempted to be 
_ thrown, by the author above-mentioned, over the histo- 


ry of Clydesdale. ; 
All the other names of the pariſh are Anglo-saxon, un- 


leſs we except; Cartlane, Baronald or Baronel, Nemphlar, 


cindum | 


VoIL. XV. 3 


Caledonians, Carameile, Salich and Saugh, the Willow, Seileac h. Kist, a 
chest, cisde, (the C sounding like K in Gaelic,) and Kjstie, the diminutive 
of Kist, Cistag. Indeed the Gaelic diminutives are very common in the 
lower parts of Clydesdale, as Jamock for little James, Willock, & e. 


— 
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and Cleghorn; which last place may have been the Cron- 
_ cindum of Baxter's Gloſsarium Antiquitat, Brit. as not 


only the Roman road paſses by it, but the remains of 
a Roman station are still evident 1 in one 0 the W to the 


N East of Cleghorn house. 


The station or camp at Clegtionn, General Roy thinks 


was the work of Agricola, It measures 600 yards in 


length by 420 in breadth, capable of containing two Ro- 


man legions on the Polybian establiſhment, or tc, 500 
men; or it would hold one legion with its auxiliaries on a 


much higher establiſhment. Near the S. W. angle of 


this camp, there is a small post or redoubt, that seems 


either to have joined to the camp itself, or to have been 
connected with it by means of a line. 
On the opposite side of the Moufs from Clibhors, and 
in Lanark-moor, was situated another small exploratory 
camp of the Romans; and, within about a mile of it, 
there is another of a later construction at Castle- dykes, in 
the pariſh of Carstairs, through which runs the great 


Roman road from Lugballum, or Carlisle, to the wall of 


Antoninus.“ The Roman road from Castle. dykes runs 
through part of L:inark-moor, theace paſses the river 
Mouſs a little to the Kastward of Cleghorn-bridge, hence 


it goes through the 1inclosures of Cleghorn, leaving A- 


gricola's camp on tlie right, and so on by Colly-law, Kill 
| 1 5 cadzow, 


* Genckürkoy tells us that near the kirk of Carstairs some remains of a bath 

and other antiquities have been found; so that Carstairs may be the Corda of 
Ptolemy; and the Castledykes the Coriotitur of the Geographer of Ravenna. 
Atthe latter place Roman bricks and coins have frequently been dug up. 
The late Sir George Lockhart was polsetsed of some of those coins, particu- 
lerly a beautiful silver one of Nero's; and within these fey /years a consi- 
derable number, mostly of Adrian, were discovered, the bulk of which 
I belicve are dow with the Antiquarian Society. Cnc of them is in my 


polse 1510, | 


„737 


cadzow, Coldstream and Zuilſhields, to Balstane near 


Carluke, bearing the name of Watling-street, or rather | 


Biggar, road; and from thence to the wall. 


About a mile North of Lanark, and upon the very 
brink of Cartlane rocks, on the North of the Mouſs, are 
the vestiges of an old stronghold, called by some Castle- 


dykes, and by others the castle of the Quaw. Perhaps 


from the Gaelic Uaidh, a cave, in allus ion to the caves 


or strange artificial archways afterwards to be noticed. 
There are still evideat- traces of a wide, or rather a 
double ditch on the land side, which incloses about half 


a rood of ground, and on the side next to the river is a 
precipice upwards of 200 feet of perpendicular height. 


The well was very evident about 40 years ago, but 
is since filled up. There are at present no remains of 


any building, excepting some slight traces like a foun- 
dation, and some artificial caves or arched ways of a 


very singular construction: one of them, which 1 


saw opened, was about ) or 8 feet in length, and 4 feet 
wide, running in a bending direction towards the center 
of the inclosure from the brink of the rock ; the height 


about 31 feet. This archway was Code of huge 
blocks of freestone, rude and anpolithed, intermixt with 


the common moorstone of the country. It was not 


arched at top; but the stones laid horizontally one above 


another, still approaching nearer and nearer, till the sides 
formed a junction, and united at the top. In the bottom of 
the archway was a fat black earth intermixed witht some 


bones in the state of athcs, Several other archways, or holes 


like the above, running in diflerent directions, still exist, 


although not hitherto expiored, The most remarkable 


thing attending these vestiges is, that no Bone or mortar, 
nor the smallest appearance of lime rubbiſh is to be found 


among 


— —— 


ö 
4 


= : 
if 
i} 
: & 
| "Ts x 
_ 
L 


—— — 
> 


1 2 


EM £ 1 — OE Po n 
" . : : FI. To * bags EY. : ET wy 
K 8 1 + — i. : 7 r 2 - of 
: I a A 8 3 E TAE III 2 OE core 1 335 
oy —— egg 5 to 29-0 —— — — * oY Ya ies Dias _- 2 - -— > 
0 4 . — * 
—— EP — — * — — l 
"ew N 8 


. — DOR — 
. 12 1 — — 


* 23 ——— CT . _ ITS. PE 


gs te AS as 


= | Hatinial Arevunt 


- among the W so must ry been excetvl before the 
introduction of mortar by the Romans. 


Arthur's Oven, a Roman work, was no doubt puilt 


without mortar; but this castle, if a heap of narrow arch- 


ways can be called so, seems by no means a Roman work, 


as no tool, nor the smallest art, has been used upon the 
freestone employed i in it. Isee by the Statistical Account, 
that subterraneous buildings of a similar kind have been 


discovered in the pariſhes of Applecroſs (vol. iii. p. 378.) 


and Tealing (vol. iv, p. rot.); and as last autumn, 
there was discovered in Lesmahago pariſh, near the fall of 
Stonebyres, at a place called Cairny Castle, similar arch- 
ways, in which were found two querns, or hand- mills for 
grinding corn, amongst deers horns and bones of animals, 
I am led to believe that those archways and subterraneous 
paſsages were the temporary abodes of the ancient Bri- 


tons; that no stone building was erected above. them, but, 


if any, only temporary wooden huts, from which, in 


case of being set on fire by an enemy, the inhabitants 


might escape through the subteranneous paſsages, or 
secure themselves in them by covering their narrow 


mouths with stones. Indeed it would seem that Gildas 


had such strange and fox-like habitations in his eye, 


when he wrote of the third vastation of the Scots and 
Picts, (anno 448.) as he brings them, De arcti/s:- 
* mis Joraminum caverniculis, fusci, vermiculorum, eu- 
95 nei, Kc.“ l 


It 


* The next piece of antiquity is the Castlehill, cloſs by, and on the 8. 
W. side of Lanark. It has the appearance of an artificial mount; and per- 


haps was originally fortified by the Romans, as General Roy makes mention 


of a fine silver Faust ina that was found here. Upon this hill there former- 

ly stood a castle, which tradition ascribes to David I. The charter by Wil- 

liam the Lion | in ſavour of the town of Ayr, is dated from this castle, or at 
| | hanark, 


It FER not appear when, or - by whom, the old vtrechint ; 


_ Lanark. 


church of Lanark, now in ruins, which stands about a 
quarter of a mile to the S. E. of the town, was erected. It 


has been an elegant Gothic building of hewn stone, divid- 


ed in the middle, from one end to the other, by a wall sup- 


ported upon pillars, forming 5 or 6 fine arches : and a- 
round it, is the burial ground and cemetery of the town 
and pariſh, This church appears from Blind Harry's 
History of Sir William Wallace, to have been the only 


church of the town in his days. Thus ad ann. 1297, he | 
makes mention of Wallace paſsing 


On from the kirk that was without the toon,” 
There is a charter, noted in the general Index of charters, 


in the Signet office, © Willielmo Clerkson Capellano mo- 
„ derno ad altare gloriosiſsimæ Virginis Mariæ, infra 
* ecclesiam parochialem de Lanark.” Granted by James 
iv. and dated at Lanark 18th October 1500. 


The monastery of F raaciscans, or Grey Friars, founded 


here by Robert I. in 1314, was situated to the West of 
the present parochial church. In the burial ground belong- 
ing to it, still called the Friar's yards, there lately existed a 


beautiful conical hill or amulus, which has been recently 
5 * 


Lanark, anno 1197; and there are still in its neighbourhood places called 
Kingsons know, Kingsons stane, and Kingsons moſs, which favour the tradi- 
tion of its having been a royal residence. That it belonged to the crown, 
appears from the negotiation between John Baliol and Philip of France in 


1298, where Philip agrees to give his niece, the eldest daughter of the Duke 


of Anjou, in marriage to the son and heir of Baliol: and in security of the 
lady's jointure, which was 1500. sterling a year, Baliol mortgaged his es- 
tates in France, and some of the crown lands in Scotland, viz. the Castle and 
Castellany of Lanark, Kadzow, Maulsley, &c. This castle was frequentiy 
in the hands of the Engliſh during the 13th century, and I have seen several 
coins of the first Edward that were {ound here. A howieg green is now 
e upon The Site of the Castle. 
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taken down on building the new Inn, in which a great 
number of human bones was discovered, particularly a 
human scull of a remarkable large size. 

A general chapter of all the Grey-Friars of the 10 
"Jo was held at this monastery 11th July 1490; where 
the Wardens capitulary being aſsembled, they confirmed 
an indenture ,made between the Lady Beatrice Douglas, 
| Counteſs of Errol, and the Grey-Friars of Sy” and 
ordered it to be put in execution.“ | 

There was also in Lanark, a chapel dedicated to $t. 
Nichols, but where situated I do not know. e is 
made of it in a charter granted by James IV. * Steph- 
& ano Lockhart, de loco de Clydesholme, et de cymba 
„super aquam de Clyde, mortiſicat. Capellano ad al- 
& tare Sanctae Katharinae fundat. in capella Sti. Nicolai 
« de Lanark,” dated jth March 1491. 0 

About half a mile to the Eastward of the town are the | 
ruins of the Hospital of St. Leonard's, probably founded 
by Robert I. In 1393, Sir John Dalzell, a predeceſsor of 
the Earl of Carnwath, obtained from Robert III. to him- 
self in liferent, and to Walter Dalzell his son in fee, the 
whole revenue helonging to St. Leonard's hospital within 
dhe burgh of Lanark, upon condition that he and his 

heirs 


*The purport of the Indenture, which is dated in 1482, is as follows : In 
the year preceding the dute of the indenture, provisions being very dear, the 
Grey friars of Dundee not having wherewithall to maintain themselves, 
were obliged to pledve their books, cups and utensils. The Counteſs com- 
miserating them, gave them 100 l. Scots or . 8: 6: 8 Sterling to support 
them in their extremities, and to enable them to repair their monastery; 
and in return the Friars ob iged themselves and their succeſsors to ce- 
lebrate daily at the great altar a mals, s2:b-i/sa voce, vel cum nota, which 
mals was called miſsa Domini pro anima dictae Beatricis (Comitiſsæ,) ac pro 
animabus Willielmi, olim sponsi sui, et Williclmi com. de Errol, fil. jus, &Cc, 
and if the Counteſs ſhould, as ſhe designed, build an altar within the church 
ef the three kings at Cullen, then the mais ſhould be said at that altar, &c. 


eat 


heirs ſhall provide a qualified person to celebrate 3 mafses 
once every seven years for the salvation of Robert TIF. 
Anabella his Queen, and all their children for ever. 


the "Por 
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The ruins of this hospital have lately been dug up and 
plowed. Some human bones, carved stones, and an urn, 
was discovered among them. The Hospital lands now 


belong to the Burrow, and are held by them of the FI 


mily of Carnwath, for payment of 20 merks annually, ; 
which, oy the charter, 1s declared to be for the use of 


* 


Agriculture. The land rises from the town in a 
gentle ascent to the East, and consists of à light dry 
soil, upon a gravelly bottom, with a few acres of moſs in 
the common which lyes to the East of the town. 


There is a considerable declivity from the town upon 
the South, West and North, to the rivers of Clyde : 


and Mouſs,. and an acclivity from th ose rivers. The 


| soil here is partly! loam u a rocky bottom, and partly 


clay. 

The Burrow lands consist of above 6:0 acres of fine 
rich loam, exclusive of the common. These are in ge- 
neral the property of the inhabitants of the burgh, few 
of whom poſseſs more than 2 or 3 acres, are mostly unin- 
closed, and when rented, generally yield from 21. to 31. 
the acre. Burrow acres sell at from 50 l. to 70 l. the 
acre, Preceding the year 1759, the burrow acres were 
kept in constant tillage, under a rotation of bear, oats and 
pease ; each burgeſ; kept one or two cows, and some of 
them a horse or two, which pastured promiscuously up- 
on the common in summer, and upon the burrow croft 


stubble in winter. Since that period, potatoes have been 
2 pease crop, and have been 
planted. 


introduced instead of t 
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planted in great quantities, being reckoned a more bene. 
ficial erop than pease. They are generally planted, a- 
bout 4 bolls to an acre, with a dibber ; and are three or 
four times hand-haed during the summer. Each acre pro- 
| duces from 60 to 100 bolls Linlithgow barley measure, 


without dung, which is here seldom or never applied to 


the potatoe crop, as they are found to be much drier, and 

supposed more wholesome without it. Many people 
however have observed that the repeated culture of po- 
tatoes is injurious to the soil: and that the burrow lands 


do not now bear such quantities of good oats and barley 


| as formerly. 


Some time ago winter herding upon the common was 
adopted here, and since that happy period, clover and rye- 


graſs have been introduced in considerable quantities, 


and the inhabitants now find i it more for their advantage to 
teather their cows upon their graſs fields than to send them 


to the common. An acre of sown teathering gra has 


been known to let 2s high as 5I. 
The lands of the out pariſh, till within these 30 years, 
were generally let in small farms for 19 years, the rents 


paid in victual, and the labour performed by the tenant 
and his own family. The mode of agriculture was that 
of keeping a few acres adjoining to their houses in con- 
stant tillage, upon which all the dung of the farm was 


laid; and the outfields were kept alternately for three 
years in oats, and three years in pasture. Each farm kept 


4 horses, and 2 few milk 'cows, the produce of which 
was entirely consumed in the family; a few colts and 


young cows were also reared, the sale of which furniſhed 


the farmer with what little money was needed. 

Since that period, the victual rents have, been aboliſhed, 
and a spirit of industry and improvement has diffused it- 
self over the pariſh, About 29 years ago, a few farms 

| Were 


of Lanark. * 
were let in tack for 38 years, with some little eneourage- 
ment towards inclosing : Some of these have been inclos- 


ed partly with stone fences, and partly with ditch and 


hedge, and kept in a fencible condition. Dung is now 


applied to the outfelds, and a regular rotation of crops 
carried on over all the farm. The most approved rota- ; 
tion seems to be oats from lea; a green crop of pease, 
turnips, or potatoes ; barley sown with graſs seeds; two 
crops of hay, and three in pasture. By this mode the 


dung is equally distributed over all the farm, and the 


land kept in good condition, being dunged once in eight 


years. 

Some years ago, a considerable quantity of oat- meal 
was yearly carried from this pariſh to the Glasgow 
market; but now, since the introduction of cotton ma- 


nufactures, it is all consumed at home; and frequently 


Iriſh meal is sent up from Glasgow to supply the demand 
at the cotton mills; nor is this periſh any longer able to 
maintain itself. O .t-meal sells generally at a penuy a- 
peck higher than either at Edinburgh or Glasgow; a cir- 
cumstance that ought to encourage the agriculture of the 
pariih, and stimulate proprietors in this and the neigh- 
bouring pariſhes, to bring their waste and moor . 


under cultivation. 


The Scotch plough drawn by 3 or 4 horses; : the com- 
mon harrow of 4 bulls and 20 iron teeth; the roller, and 


single horse carts, are the most general implements of 


husbandry here. A few light ploughs, made in the pariſh 


upon Small's model, are also in use; and two harrows of 
3 bulls each, with long teeth joined together by a hinge in 


the middle, and two chains at the end, are used with ef- 
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fect, in reducing rough land. They likewise use two 
light harrows for graſs seeds. Mr Honyman employs 


two oxen and two horses in breaking up his moor 
grounds; but no oxen are used any where else in the pa- 
riſh, excepting at Bonniton, although the saving of oats 


ought greatly to encourage them in a pariſh where oat- 


meal gives $0 high a price. 
Lime is in pretty general use as a manure*; where it 


has not been too frequently applied; it produces fine 
crops; but where the land has been often limed, it is 
found to succeed best when made up into compost dung- 


hills, and when led out in harvest and laid upon lea 


grounds, it is attended with great advantage. There is 


some very good marle in the estate of Bonniton, but at 
present it is not dug out for sale. 
There is yery litile wheat sown in the pariſh, either 


owing to the want of a flour mill, the scarcity of inclo- 
sures, or the high situation of the district. Some years 


ago, several acres were annually sown with flax, which 
yielded from 24 to 40 stones per acie; but the trouble at- 
tending the different operations, and the distance from wa- 
tering places, prevent it from being SOWN in quan- 
tities; so that the general crops in use are berker. 


cats, potatoes, pease, and rye graſs and clover. 


Turnips, though a most profitable crop, are by no means 
in commen use. When the old crofts are laid out in pas- 
ture for milk cows, great quanti.ies of butter and cheese 
are made; and the produce of each cow, under proper 


management, yields from 41. to Gl. sterling annually. 


Oats and pease are 5Own from the first of March f 
to tl e middle of April, potatoes from the middle of A- 
pril 


* The price of a full heaped kiln of lime is 36 ſhillings; and it gene- 
rally yields from 9 to 12 single horse carts of ſhells, 


CY. > 
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pri to the second 8 of May, and barley rb the 


first to the end of May. In common seasons, harvest 
begins about the first of September, and ends about the 


middle of October. Even in the year 1782, there was 
little or none to cut down after the first of November, 


and the crop for the most part was got in. Harvest 1792 


was almost equally late, and the crop as unproductive. 


The great rains prevented the corns from ripening, 0C- 


casioned their running to straw and lodging, by which 
the grain did not fill ; and it was no uncommon thing to 
send two bolls of oats to the mill, and get only one boll 
of meal in return, alth-ugh in ordinary seasons and in 
ordinary land we have generally boil for boll.“ 


Climate 22d S This pariſh, from its high, dry, 


and airy situation, is perhaps as healthy a one as in Scot- 


land. Being situated in the centre of the is land, it is 


equally t:ce from the Eastern fogs and the violence of the 


Western rains, so that the air is always pure and clear. 
The climate, although drier than about Glasgow, or even 
Hamilton, is certainly somewhat wetter than about Edin- 
burgh, but is more than compensated by the absence 
of the Eastern fogs, so disagreeable in the neighbourhood 
of that city. Spring droughits trequently retard the crops 
very considerably, and sometimes spring frosts. Heas 
vy rains in Ju:y and August, which are pretty common 


here, have a similar effect in keeping back the harvest; 


but in Bene ral the crops are earlier than in the ne gh- 


bouring 


* All plants and vegetables common to Scotland are to be found here. 
The sycamore, v#/g2 the pine tree, seems here to be indigenous, and grows 
among the natural woods, as do the holly and barberry. There are iew or 
vo sheep kept i in this Paris. | 
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beuting pariſhes, and even more so than those Tying 
much lower and farther down the Clyde, 


In Autumn fevers and fluxes are pretty frequent, which 


have been imputed to living too much upon potatoes; 
but there is no disease peculiar to the pariſh, The in- 
habitants are in general stout and healthy, and it is no 


uncommon thing to meet with people walking about, nay 
even working, at the age of 89, Twy or three have died, 


within these few years, aged above 90; one of them, a 


blacksmith, died at the age of 97; but I do not at present 
recollect of any person who ever reached his hundredth 
Fear. Nene Wes Ai 8 


Natural Curiosities, and Romantic Scenery. This pa- 


riſh contains as much curious, romantic, and varied sce- 


nery, as any in Scotland. The fails of Clyde principally 
interest the stranger, and we ſhall begin with the upper- 
most one, although to come at it, we are obli ged to paſs 


| the second fall, or Corra Lin. The uppermost one is some- 


what above 23 wes trom Lanark, and from the estate 
in which it is situated is called the Bonniton Fall or Lin.“ 
From Bonniton house, a very neat and elegant modern 


building, you arrive at the Lin, by a most romantic walk 


along the Clyde, leaviag the pavilion and Corra Lia upon 
your right hand. At some little distance from the fall, 
the walk, leading to a rock that juts out and overhangs 
the river, brings you all at once within sight of this beauti- 
ful sheet of water; but no stranger rests satisfied 
with this view ; he still preſses onwards along the walk, 
till from the rock immediately above the Lin, he sees the 


whole 


* The word Lin la as not hitherto been ex; NE ned by any writer. It is no 


other than the Gaelic word Leum, i. e. leap © or fall, Giterently pelt and 
1 ronounced. 


tations of forest trees. 
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whole body of the river precipitate itself into the chasm 
below. The rock over which it falls is upwards of 12 
feet of perpendicular height, from which the Clyde 3 
makes one precipitate tumble, or leap, into a hollow 


den; wheuce some of it again recoils in froth, and smok- 


ing mist. Above, the river exhibits a broad, expanded, 


and placid appearance, beautifully environed with plan- 
This appearance 1s suddenly 


changed at the fall: and, below it, the river is narrow, 


contracted, and angrily boils and ee among rocks 
and precipices. 


The same beautiful and romantic walk. conducts you 


back again, along the precipice that overhangs the river, 
both sides of which are environed by mural rocks, equidis- 


tant and regular, forming, as Mr Pennant expreſses it, a 


66 stupenduous natural masonry ;“ from hose crevices 
| choughs, daws and other wild birds, are inceſsantly spring- 


ing. You descend al: ong the river for about half a mile, 
till you arrive at the Corra Lin, so called from an old cas- 
tle and estate upon the opposite bank. The old castle 


of Corra, overhanging a high rock that overlooks the 


fall, with Corra house, and the rocky and woody banks 
of the Clyde, form of themselves a beautiful and grand 
coup d' ocil; but nothing can equal the striking and stu- 
penduous appearance of the fall itself, which when view- 
ed from any of the different seats placed here and there 


along the walks, must fill every unaccustomed beholder 


with awe and astoniſhment. The tremenduous rocks a- 
round, the old castle upon the opposite bank, a corn mill 
in the rock below, the furious and impatient stream foam- 
ing over the rock, the horrid chasm and abyſs underneath 
your feet, heightened by the hollow murmur of the wa- 
ter and the screams of wild birds, form at once a spectacle 


both 


E . . - _ = "re . 2 2 —— 8 
1 — FCRne = * * 8 "Top 1 — TINS 8 . * 1 8 
* 1 Joes 5 1 D — tre _ 2 * —. SLY I —— A — . — err * — „ 1 3 2 — a TAS 7 U 
— ora : 5 gm — — _ W * — — 7 + — x 1 — mm . — — . Sad * ed is ob as — - i - — — B cps —— | — 5 
6 2 2 TY 2 * "I * 5 7 14s at — _ — WS . * PIP! * ee amo pay PER 1— — — MPR vin Pe APC — —— — yes Fax « — * — — i - — —— on 0 | — 'S 
— * . * * n arts — 4 : = _ * — — a : — = | = ; | | 
NIN gn ey —— — — N "4 Tents 5 I * —— — ng — — — e - — 1 —— ? — — — : 4 G „„ pans = { * 3 a We \ 
8 2 og Sy — — are I = =? — * — yo * — 8 8 2 N 5 e r . > þ — 2 — — — : 7 
= — 2 f — — - f ee — gow — — — — arts 22 2 - 5 2 = * - : : : 
LY — p . * 2 * —— jo woe, "x * OY < 2 5 0 — Sm 4 — — ” 0 xs * 4 » 2 ads — g - — 9 — ante — bs Egg 
- | . e Cn — — : : : : D 3 — n — d 
E * — 5 — —— 1 — : | 2 
5 * — Deer SES. Hy F; 
72 — "Ge; 


P 
2 1 *. EK A 222 
— ts = el hats 2 — 
— —— r —— 
— F 

— nan, 8 2 


2 Statiotical account 


both tremenduous and pleasing. A summer-house or r pa⸗ 


villion i is situated over a high rocky bank, that overlooks 
the Lin, built by Sir James darmichael of Bonniton in 


1708. From its uppermost room it affords a very strik- 
ing prospect of the fall, for all at once, on throwing your 


eyes towards a mirror, on the opposite side of the room 
| from the fall, you see the whole tremendous cataract 
pouring as it were upon your head. The Corra Lin, by 
a late measurement, is found to be 84 feet in height. The 


river does not ruſh over in one uniform ſheet like the 
Bonniton Lin, but in three different, though almost imper- 
ceptible, precipitate leaps. On the southern bank, and 
when the sun ſhines, a rainbow is perpetually seen form- 
ing itself upon the mist and logs, arising from the violent 


daſhing of the waters. 


The next curiosity, oh descending the Clyde, that at- 
tracts the stranger, is New Lanark, or the cotton mills, 
The situation of this village is at the western extremity 


of the Bonniton ground in a lo den, and within view 
of another beautiful and romantie fall call:d Dundaff Lin, 
signifying in Gaelic black castie leup; and no doubt for- 
merly some fortreſs has been situated hereabouts, al 
though no traces now reinain, excepting in tradition; 


which still points out a rock called Wallace's Chair, where 
that patriot is Said to have concealed himself from the 


Eng lich. his fall is about 3 or 4 feet high, and trouts 
have been cbscrv.d to Ppring up and gain the top of it 
with ease. This fall, the village, four lofty cotton mills, 
and their buy inhabitants, tugether with the wild and 


woody scenery arou:d, mu t at ract the notice of every 
Stranger. Below thesv wie the romantic rocks and wo ds 


of Braxfield, the sea of the present Lord Justice Clerk, 


who influenced alone by the good ot his N very 
fraukly 


Week - —- 83 


frankly feued the site of the village and cotton mills to 


the bene volent Mr David Dale, at a very moderate feu- 


duty. 1 5 1 


The next fall of consequence is the a Lin, si- = 
tuated about 25 miles below the Corra Lin. It is so cal- 


led from the n«-1ghbouring estate of Stonebyres, belonging 


to Daniel Vere Esq; but the grounds adjacent to the 
fall, on both sides of the river, have lately been feued 
or purchased by Mr Dale. This cataract, which is about 


eighty feet in height, is the ne plus ultra of the salmon, as 7 


none can poſs:bly get above it, aithough their endeavours, 
in the spawning season, are inceſsant and amusing. It is 
equally romantic with the others; and like the Corra Lin, 
has three distinct, but almost precipitate falls. Wild rug- 
ged rocks are equally visible here, and they ard equally 
fringed with wood; the trees however are by no means 
so tall and stately, 1 composed of coppice wood. Sal- 
mon, pars (samlets,) horse muscle, or the pearl oyster, 
though numerous below, are never seen above this i 
The next piece of natural curiosity is Cartlane Craigs, 
upon the river Mouſs, which enters Cl; de about a mile be- 
low the town of Lanark. This is a curious and romantic 
den, about a quarter of a mile in length, bounded on ei- 
ther side by a reef of lofty precipitous and rugged. 
rocks, which are fringed with coppice wood on the 
north side, and with coppice wood and thriving planta- 
tions on the south. The rocky bank on the north 
side is about 40 feet in height, and it is not much 
lower upon the ſouth side. Both banks are finely varied 
with the different appearances of rock, wood and preci- 
pice, At the bottom runs the river Mouſs, which scarce- 
ly leaves room for the lonely traveller to traverse the 
den; however, here the celebrated botanist, Mr Lightfoot, 
clambered 
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clambered in search of plants, and discovered some rare 


and uncommon ones, as may be seen in his Flora Scot ica. 


At every reach of the Mouſs, of which there are many, 


the scenery varies, and wherever you find a prominent 
rock upon the one side, you are sure to meet with a regular 
receſs on the other. Caverns i in the rocks are here and 


there observable, but none of them worthy of any parti- 


cular description. One, still called Wallace's cove, tra- 
dition tells us, was the hiding hole of that patriot. An- 


other equally trifling, but which bears evident marks of 
the chiſsel, is said to have been the abode of a hermit in 
former times, but must have been a miscrable habitation, 


hardly affording room to lye down in. Considerable veins 


of the patum ponderosum run through these rocks; but 
no other mineral has hitherto been traced in this dreary den 


of foxes, badgers and wild birds. It is somewhat singular 
how the Mouſs, instead of following its direct course, by 
Baronald house, where the ground is lower and unob- 
structed by rocks, ſhould have penetrated the high hill of 


Cartlane, and formed a bed through solid rock. It seems 


presumable that this vast chasm has originally been 
formed by some earthquake, which, rending the rocks, al- 
lowed the water to paſs that way. 


Lakes, orchards, and mineral springe. There is only 


one lake of any consequence in the pariſh, which is on 


the Bunniton estate, and upon which there is a bleachfield, 
particularly famous for bleaching threed. It is called 
Lang Loch, although hardly 5do feet in W and con- 
tains both Pike and Perch. 
There are no Orcha ds of any consequence excepting a- 
bout Holmfoot, in the lower part of the pariſh. Small ones 
have been lately planted at Castlebank, and at Baronald in 
ee 
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the neighbourhood of the town, which thrive tolerably 
well; but in general the fruit does not succeed so well in 
the higher parts of this parich, owing to the great ele va- 
tion. Small fruit, however, such as gobseberries, yield 
considerable returns, and I have kaowa some cultivators 


of them draw fiom 20 |. to 251. for a crop, independent of 
other vegetables growing among them. Wild fruits are 
here in great abundance, such as crab apples, haze] nuts, 


geens, bicd-cherry called here hagberry, rasp-berries, Roe- 
buck-berties, and strawberries, &c. The truit of the 


bird-cherry, (pranus padus), or the bark in winter, is aa 
excellent astringent, and a $pecific in Diarrhœas and fluxes. 


The diseaze common to cows in some pastures, called the 
moor-ill, is cured by it, of which I have been aſzured by 


an excellent surgeon now deceased. The Rubus Saxatilis, 


and Rubus chamemorus, are to be found along the rocks of 

Cleghorn wood, and at Bonniton, by the talls. — 
There ale no mineral Waters 1a the pariſh other than 

the common echalybeate Springs, which are found almost 


every where 14 Scotland. 


"Ranks. Bridges, hy” Improvements, already made or 
proposed. The distance to Edinburgh is about 30 wiles ; 
and a most excellent turnpike roa was made some Years 
80 to that metropolis. | 

The present road to Glasgow, which is 24 miles from 

Lanark, is in bad repair; z and on account of the great 
declivity to the Water of Mouſs and acclivity from it, it 
has been found expedient io change the tract of the road 
altogether ; and instead of croſsiag the Mouſs, a new one 
is finiſhing, that croſses the Clyde at che old bridge of 
Lanark, and from thence runs along the southern banks 


of 
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of that river by Dalserf and Hamilton to Glasgow. This 
road, which leads through woods and orchards, and 
: keeps the Clyde pretty generally in view, bids fair to be 
the most beautiful one in Scotland; and were it continued 
southerly as once proposed, by the Howgate mouth to 
Carlisle, (thereby ſhortening the present road from Glas- 
go to that place,) it would be of considerable advantage 
to Lanark, as at present there is no thorough- fare through 
Lanark to any town in Britain. It will however be mat- 
ter of regret, if some attention is not also paid to the old 
road by Carluke, as it is the ordinary one to coal and 
lime. | 

There are two bridges over the- Clyde in the pariſh. 
The old bridge of Lanark, consisting of 3 arches, was built 

in the end of last century, and is at present strong and suffi- 

_cient ; but from the late great weight of earth laid upon the 

abuttment next the town, it is somewhat doubtful whether 
it may not be hurt by it. The other bridge is the Hynd- 
ford bridge on the high road from Lanark, and from Edin- 
burgh to Ayr. This bridge, consisting of 5 arcaes, was 

built a few years ago, under the direction of Mr Steven, 

and for elegance and simplicity may challenge any bridge 

of its size in Scotland. There are three bridges over the 
Movſs, Cleghorn bridge, Lockhart-ford bridge, on the 
Carluke road; and Mouſs-mill bridge. 

If ever the ptoposed canal ſhould take place between 
Edinburgh and Glasgow, and ſhould the people of Ayr- 
{ire think of a canal to join it, the southerly tract of 
the Glasgow aud Edinburgh canal, pointed out by Luct- 
v5 in the Edinburgh Herald, would be the most accom- 
modating one towards such junction. The Glasgow canal 
would enter ihe pariſh from Carluke ; and paſsing close 
en by Cleghorn, might there be joined by the branch 

from 
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from rt ien could be carried acroſs the Clyde a 


little above Hyndford bridge, and from thence by Doug- 


las to Ayr. This would not only accommodate the 
thriving manufactures of Lanark, and the Cleugh iron 
works, but, as it would paſs over grounds containing 
coal, lime-stone and iron-stone, would greatly promote 


agriculture and manufactures of every kind; besides the 


more general advantage arising rom the expansion or 


A trade from s sea to sea. 


Rental and heritors. The valued rent of the pariſh 
is L. 4217: 19: 10 Scots, and the real rent upwards of 
L. zoco Sterling. The principal heritors are Charles 


| Wiſhart Lockhart, of Lee E:q; Allan Lockhart of Cleg- 
| horn, esq. Lady Roſs Baillie, and the honourable George 


Baillie of Jervis-wood. Besides those named, there are 


six or seven leſser heritors, 55 small ones in the out pa- 


riſh, and 98 proprietors of burrow lands. There are 


8 about 3 or 4 herito rs that are non residents. 


Fr The . of the pariſh, as 5 returned 
to Dr Webster in 1755, amounted to 2294 souls. On 


May 15th 1792, the number of examinable persons, i. e. 
all above seven years of age, by the late incumbent's ex- 


amination roll, amounted to 2693, exclusive of New La- 
nark, or the cotton mills, to which when we add one fifth 


more for the children under 7 years of age, we ſhall have 


the sum total of 323 1; so that the population of the pa- 
riſh including New Lanark will stand as under. 
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In the town Lot role; and burgh lands, SN 2260 

In the vi! lage of N-w Lanark, PER OY Obes 1519 

In the eeustfg, „%%% ũ ] bͤ inal | 975 
Tot al Nl. of 80. als. e 17751 


: Increase since the year 1755, or rather since 1 785, 


the aera of the Cotton wn, 2456 

The medium of births i in the pariſh for 20 pears preceed- 
ing the year 1786, amounts to 69, and the medium for 10 
cars back from 1785, to 53, Marriages since the erec- 
tion of the Cotton miils have greatly encreased, $0 that 
fiom being formerly at a medium about 19 annually, 
they are now doubled Of the deaths in the pariſh, there 
tems to be no regular record kept: bezides the kirk sef- 


sion, who ought alone to have the care of the mort- 


c'oths, there is one kept for the country heritors of the 
Ves tern parts of the pariſh, another kept for the Barro- 
ny of Lee, another by the deacons of eraſts, and of late 
the Guildry h has deemed. it neceſsary to keep one. 


Fan ass is an ancient royal burgh erected 
by Alexander I. whose charter, together with the after 


ones of Robert J. and James V. are confirmed by. Charles 


J. 20th February 1632. Lanark is claſsed with Linlithgow 
Selkirk and Pebles, in sending a representative to Parlia- 
ment. The electors consist of the Common- council and 
Deacons of Crafts. The number of counsellors are 17, 
including the Provost, two Bailies and Dean of Guild, 
and there are 7 Deacons of Crafts, The Crafts- men are 
the Smiths, Shoemakers, Wrights, Taylors, Weavers, 
D vers, and Skinners. The Deacons form a separate bo- 
dy, called the Dzacon's sent; and have no voice in council, 
- except 


of LAN. . 29 


except in the dition of Provost; Bailies, Deum of Guild, 
and delegate for electing a member of Parliament. 
The number of inhabitants amount to 2260; among 


whom are the following II exclusive of 5 


journeymen and Ne - 


1 FR on ee hang | Stockingwakers, 69 
Shoemakers, 30 Watchmkers, 4 
Masons and Wrights,” 30 Bakers, HH 
Taylors, 7 cf 11 Butchers, 4 
Weavers, ' 60 Gardiners, =" 
Dyets; ©: . 2 Tanners, 1 
Skinners, 5 "02 | 1 


I] do not know the exact number of Merchants or Shop- 

Keepers, but there are fonr Surgeons, seven Attornies, 

or writers, and 50 Innkeepers or publicans! 
The town is delightfully sitfated upon the slope of a 


rising ground, 292 feet above the level of the Clyde, and 


656 feet 5 inches, above the quay at the New bridge of 
Glasgow. There are in it, five principal streets, besides 


lanes and closes. The houses formerly were almost all 


of them covered with turf and straw, and the rooms with- 
out ceilings, Since the erection of the Cotton works, 
many horses have been covered with slate, and ceilings 
are now pretty generally in use. In ſhort the town has, 


within these two or three years, put on a decent ap- 


pearance. A neat additional Inn has lately been built, 
which, was much needed, as the resort of strangers to 
see the falls of Clyde, the Cotton works, &c. is very 

considerable. | 
There is here a very good set and within 
these two years, a neat market for butcher meat has been 
erected, together with a slaughter house at some consi- 
derable distance from it. The only other market requi- 
8 site 
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site for the inhabitants, would be one for garden stuffs, 


which might also answer for potatoes, fiſh and salt. At 
present garden stuffs are only to be bought at the gar- 
dens. As to fiſh, were a particular market once esta- 


bliſhed, such as are peculiar to the place, as salmon, 
trouts, pikes, perches, and pars, would more readily 


be exposed to sale; besides it would encourage the sale 


of herrings and other fiſh from Glasgow, &c. 


* Church. The church stands in the middle of the 1 ; 
is a tolerable neat modern building ; but no great compli- 


ment can be paid to itssteeple. Thesteeple contains 2 bells, 
the largest has 3 different dates put upon it at the diffe- 
rent refoundings; the oldest date is 1110. The church, tho? 


large, is rather inadequate to the encreasing number of the 


inhabitants, which circumstance in part gave rise to the 
building of a seceding meeting-huuse within these two 


<P Sy 4 | 55 a 

or three years. This meeting-house has from go to 100 
communicants, and the examinable persons will amount 
to one fifth more. The seceders here are a very orderly 


et of men; and they and their pastor poſseſs more solid 


religion and good sense, than to listen to the wild scheme; 
of anarchy and disorder, said to be inculcated by some 
of their sect, in imitation of the atheists of a neighbouring 


kingdom. 


Scbool. The grammar school here has always been in 
great repute; and many gentlemen ut the head of the lear- 
ned profeſsions have had their education at it. The 


school has two establiſhed teachers; and Engliſh, Latin and 


Greek are taught in the same room. The Rector's salary 
is L1G: 13: 4: and the second master's is L8, The 


scholars are from 70 to 80. The fees for Engliſh are, 


1s. 6d. per quarter, and for Latin 28. 6d. The pre- 
sent school-house, consisting of two stories, and slated, 
waz 
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was built from the munificence of the late William. 


Smellie, M. D. well known from his publications on 


the obstetric art, who bequeathed L. 200 towards re- 
building the school-house, and also left to it his library 


of books, which are kept in the room immediately above 
the school- room. 
Manufacturet. There is a cotiviterable- manufactory of 


stockings here, between 75 and 80 stock ing frames, being 


constantly employed. The work wen's wages in all are a- 
bout L. 35 weekly. This busineſs has increased considera- 
bly within these 7 or 8 years. About 20 years ago, * 
were no more than 5 or 6 frames in the town. 

Previous to the American War, a very great quantity 
of ſhoes was manufactured here for exportation, and sent 


to Glasgow weekly, but since that period the — is 


vonsiderably decreased. 


Faber. There are at Lanark 7 fairs in the year, all of 
them well frequented. Lammas fair is an excellent market 
for lambs and young colts. This fair some time ago sup- 
plied the Highlands with lambs and ſheep; but of late the 
demand from that country is considerably leſsened. Mar- 
tinmas fair is a good market for black cattle, lint, yarn, and 
coarse hanen. 


Hirtory. About anno 978, Buchanan inſorms us that 
Kenneth 11. held an aſsembly, or parliament, being the 
first mentioned in history, at Lanark; a circumstance about 
which Fordun, our oldest author now extant, is silent. 

Anno 1244, Fordun tells us that Lanark among some 
other towns was burnt to the ground, but does not men- 
tion the circumstances. 


/ 


Anno 


8 = Gtatigtical account 
Ann 1297, the same author adds, that Sir William 
Wallace began here his first great military exploit by 

defeating the English shecriff of Lanarkshire, Wilkam de 
1 - Hezliope, and putting him to death in this town. Blind 
Harry relates this event at greater length, affixing the 
same date to it. He tells us Wallace having married a 
lady of the name of Braidfoot, the heireſs of Lammington, 
lived with her privately at Lanark ; that while there, 
2 scuffle ensued in the street between Wallace and a few 
friends, and a body of Englishmen. W allace being over- 
powered, fled first to his own house and from thence made 
his escape to Cartlane Craigs. The sherriff Hegilrig, or 
as Fordun calls him Hesliepe, scized upon his wife and 
put her to death. To revenge which, Wallace gathers 
a few friends together, attacks Hesilrig in the night, and 
kills him and 240 Englishmen. Tradition tells us, that 
the house where Wallace resided was at the head of the 

Castlegate opposite the church, where a new house has 

lately been erected. It also acquaints us that a private 

vaulted archway led from this house to Cartlane Craigs, 
but seemingly without the smallest probability. 

Anno 1310 Bruce, finally recovered Lanark from the 
Engliſh. 

By act of parliament 20 Jones 16x 7s anent weights and 
measures, the care of the weights was committed to the 
burgh of Lanark ; In respect that the keeping and out- 
giving of the weights of old to the burrows and others, 
&c. was committed to the burgh of Lanark.” Standard 
| weights were transmitted to Lanark trom London at the 
union, but whether they exist at present or not is un- 
known“. 
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* The price of provisions is as follows. Oat meal and grain in general 
sells somewhat higher here than in the Edinburgh or Glasgow market. 
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Ancient — and great men. The families of Lee 5 
and Cleghorn are the most ancient in the pariſn. Sir 


William Lockhart of Lee, the great statesman and gene- 


ral under the protector, and Charles 11, and who was al- 


8 Lord Justice Clerk, was born in this pariſh, and had 
nis first rudiments of education in Lanark school. Dr 
10 William Smellie author of the treatise on midwifery, 
though born in the neighbouring pariſh of Lesmahago 

was educated herr. The present Lord Justice clerk, 


(Robert MiQyeen of Braxfield,) so justly esteemed for 
his abilities as a lawer and a judge, was born in the pa- 


riſh, and had his education at Lanark school. The late 


learned and ingenious general Roy, received also part 
of his education here, and was born in the neigh- 
bouring praiſh of Carluke. William Lithgow the 


ncted traveller was born in the pariſh, died in it, and 
is buried in the church yard of Lanark, though no 
wann, of his ane can now be traced. 


E. Cotton 


Oat meal is for the most part 1d. a peck higher than at Edinburgh. Beef 

and mutton sells from 3d. to 4d. 4 the pound Engliſh ; veal from 4d. to 
64. lamb 5d. hens from 18. 3d. to 18. 6d. butter from 8d. T to 10d. and eggs 
from 4d. to 7d the dozen. There are few swine kept in thepariſh, although 


very profitable ; and are seldom seen in the markets. Sweet milk is 2d 


a Scotch pint, and churned milk has been lateiy raised to $per pint. No sal- 
mon can get above the Stonebyres fall, and are seldom breught to market- 
Trouts are to be had almost every day, and are pretty reasonable. And ve- 


getables are o be had at the gardens very reasonable. The flour baked 


here into bread comes all ſrom Edinburgh or Glasgow, which greatly en- 
hances the price of bread: About 30 years ago, . were 2d a peck, 
eggs 13 the dozen, and butter 34 the pound. | | 

The rate of labour is as follows. Masons wages are from 20d. to 28. 


carpenters 18. 6d. day labourers from 18. to 1s. 2d. Taylors 8d. and their 


diet, when in the employers house, a custom now almost discontinued: plow. 
men get from $1. to 101. annually with maintainance, or L14. 10, and a free 
house and garden without it. Maid servants from zl. to 41. a year. 
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a  Statiitical occount 


— 


. Cottan Mille, and Village of New Lanark." New Lan- 


ark, where the cotton mills are situated, is about a ſhort 
mile from Lanark ; and is the only village in the pariſh. 


It is entirely the creation of the enterprizing and well 


known Mr David Dale: and as it originated with the 


erection of the first cotton mill, we ſhall begin our ac- 


oount with the milla. 


Mills in 1784, Mr Dale ed the site of. the Mills 


and village of New Lanark, from the present Lord Jus- 
tice Clerk, with some few acres of ground adjoining, 
This spot of ground was at that period almost a mere 


moraſs, situated in a hollow den, and of difficult acceſs. 
Its only recommendation was the very powerful command 
of water, that the Clyde could be made to afford it; in o- 


ther respects, the distance from Glasgow and e er of 


the roads were rather unfavourable. 
The first mill was begun in April 1785, and a vihters- 


neous paſsage of near 1oo yards in length, was also formed 


through a rocky hill for the purpose of an aqueduct to it“. 
In Summer 1788, a second one was built, and was nearly 
roofed in, when on the gth of October, that year, the 
first one was totally consumed by accidental fire, but was 


ab* rebuilt and hoiſhed in, 1789, 3b proprietor has 


since 


In September 1786, while digging the open part of this aqueduct, 
there was load. the skeleton of the Bison Scoticus or Urus, described by 


Cæsar Lib vi. which has been extinct in Scotland for above 3eo years. The 


cores or flints ol the rns are still preserved, one in the college of Glas o: 
and auother in iny poſs-1s:vn ; the lastitnough not entire is 2 feet in length, 
and next the head ineasures above 15 inches in circumference 


85 standing of the severe check by thee rotal destruction of 
the first mill, the manufactory has been in a constant 
progreſsive state of advancement. In March 1791, 
from an accurate account then taken, it appears there 


are now ( November 1793) 1334. 


purposes of e, "or dimensions of which are as un- 


der. 
£ long, 3 8 f. high. 
| The first built one is 154 "7 | 60 
The second. 134 8 
J/%% ² 0 ̃ w.. Bo 
The fourth, | | 8 156 - © ws ID: 


tains about 6,000 spindles. The first one which was burned, 
third mill, a considerable number of patent jennies are 
tain: This invention, and for which, a patent, has lately 


try of Mr William Kelly of New Lanark 7. * There are 


of Lanark. . 


since erected ther two, all of which are meant to de ari- | 
ven by one and the same aqueduet. 1 
In march 1786, the spinning commenced, 4 notwith- 


were 981 persons employed at the mills whereas there 


As already said, there are four houses built for the 


Tife second is the only one as yet completely Gilled, and con- 
and now rebuilt has only at present 4500 spindles. In the 
now going bywater, being the first of the kind in Great Bri- 
been obtained, we owe to the genius and Spirited indus- 


| about 


* This gentleman has also lately discovered a new method of erecting the 
great gear or large machinery of cotton mil's, so as to require one fourth of 
leſs water than commonly needed: and which is also applicable to corn 
mills. This mode is not only leſs expensive but requires leſs trouble than the 
old one. It also has the benevolent tendency of preserving the lives of 
chi dren and others that may be entangled by the drum or ſha't. He has 
been honoured with the thanks of the Board of Trustees, with whom he has 
depesited a model of his i improvements. 


— — 


e 


Eh a — 
. — — 
3 — Sh E = P 


oO” of "> As — 1 
2 3 "2.5 "2 7 nl 
— nm. A 
woo © 
—＋ 


1 
thi, | 
*+4,4 q 
# ! 
# TR 
! 4 33-4 
4 "4 
1 3 
[ | 
4134 
u 
1 
iv 
1 1 
* 4 
! $5 
J 1 
4 1 ; . 
451.577 
$72 10 
1 
As! 
Ai 
. 
4 1 
TL 
H 1 
ty 1 
q 
n 
1 1 
1 
FRE © 
$C* Los 
81 : 
7 
4 ) 
* 
188 
<2; \ 
F974 23 1 
1 N 
I 
1 Fa 
bu 4 
. 
Ne 
Hüm 
inen 
nin , 
» EH 
n . 
W's: « 
1 U 
ene. 
5 31 +4 bu 
144570 
Fin { 
+ : 
n 
1 l 
115 
Aa 
TITLE 
1 _ 

J Y q 
ian 
Nei! 

n 5 * 
eig! 

34 of 32! * 

5 Bir 
. + 
w 14 1 { 

WT r * 
FI, <2 287.07 
HRT 
$44 1 ; 

T6 ihe. 
: 1 
, en n 
1 19 
a 
" 1 I . 
$7 $E BEG 
*3+ * 1 
r 
Ain 
- £74486 Y.4 
Ft: 3-9 ; 
4d 33+ 

Wks 3 6 7 
or 4:3" 1 
\ 1 "TX? 
4% * % Br 

: FH 

4 

in 

nn 
* 

1 2.7 

1 by . 

5 77 
a 00 6 
n 

5 
th: 

2 . oy 

e { 

SEE 17 4 
is 
ay *. 

. 
Li 
ien 
in 
7 ; 
2 "WW * 
N 

ee . 

' 4: $35 
1 0 

8 +Y : * 
a N. 

n 

8 

aan 
in 

3 

* 1 "IN 

N 12.60 
w . 
q "vil tos. 
* 
3 $ = 
Bt 

5 » 0: 344 <=? 55 
ine 
MOM N 
5 99 

= n 
r 
TY L A 
"1 "PE 

BY: BI 

r 

i 

63% * 

1 9 \ 1 
0237 7 1 
=. $84 4 * 
1 

* 
1 3 

1 
* Fl 9 1 
— 94 A. 3 o 
1; 

. W 1 
7 * = - 4 

128 a 

BIKES, 

1 45% 
. 
: 

1 ſs \ 
"+ T9 þ 5 
. 4 *\ 

+ LE 

WT So 

01 2 bt. . 
Wh 4 . 

i 32:6 

BY 1245 #4 

358 1 
5 1 ERR 
4 a 8 
1383 
REN 

W7 7*. 14 Lo 
**-.4: 4 #008 

\ & 1341 me 

a R 

rn 

n 
28 2 

. * ” T0 
EIA © 
1 1 A; 5 *B 
r 
N BY = 
$7 * We > 1 

1 

r 

7 1 
een 
fg i IT 
8 by * 
; 11 E 
n 

44 1 * 

ii i 

IS EAAR 
* 2 55 
* 9 Y 
e 

8 
. 

7 7 by 
q 6 
$4. 1 $3 
4 44. 
TITUS 

& 1 

17 48. <3 
Mine 5 
18. P 
5 fe we 

„ 
LS 1 
in 

1 
ie I? 
$7 4 8 £2 

9328; [ 

> 

93 $444 ow 
[LIFT EL Ac IN 
= f 4 * 
4 + 
A e 
FRY: 10 

4 © 
2 

434] $7. 
1 510 

1 54 N 
18 
5 1 T 

Win; 
Wt 
1 1 
n 
W 
BN 
4 1 
* Y z 
1 
KISS. 
n 
. 
0 2 
+ AD 
by W 
- 6198 
Rr 158 

N > 
1 . 2 2 * 
ein, 7 9 
127 oF, [a 

{7 HF” 11 
po 1 * 

: S 
2 8 
. „ 1 
8 1 11 
15 

7 1 

1 

r 

' * 4 1 

* 

> $4442 

a q 
þ Wl #7, 


ro * has — 2 
— — — - 
ua "= % 
r 
C * r 
4 go $4 1 
2X. a. — 
ö > Wha — 


-. n 
. IR To GERT 
© 5 — — — ting yt" jg 
r TEL TILA AS n 
— — 
: r 
28 rr 
bo, - 
Ml oe” ans 
— — * 


e 
NS 
ba. — 


36 Statietleal avcvunt 


about 55 common jerinies also at work in this mill. The 
4th Mill is about to be'filted in the same way; at present 
It is occupied as store rooms for cotton wool, as work 
shops for the different tradesmen employed; and as a 
| boarding house 'for 275 children, who have no parents 
here, and who get thelt maintenance, Fducation and 
cloathing for their work. 
Below is a state of the numbers at prevent employed, 
distinguiſhing their different employments, &ec. 
Masons, Carpenters, and labourers, employed in ereot- 
ing buildings, for 7 years past. T 90 
| Mechanics employed in making, and . ET 
Machinary viz. | | EN 
San, 20 Tn | 10 
Clockmakers, 12 Founders, e 2 
Mil wrights, 9 Hammermen and fg· 
| Joiners, : 19 men, WC: 2 SE 
Persons employed in carrying on the manufactory . 
viz. ir cleaning cotton, carding, drawing, ins 
Winding, spinning, and reeling viz. 


Men, 145 Boys, | — — WES 376 


Women, 217 Girls, | 419 
5 „ 157 


Total number employed, 13 34 

ot these last, 32 men, 74 women, 52 boys, and 51 
girls, reside in the burgh of Lanark, all the rest live at 
| New Lanark. 109 of the women work at picking 
cotton in ther own houses, and for the most part have 
families, some of whom ate employed at the mills. 


The 


of Lanark.” 37 


tie aye of the young people el are e follow. | 


Of 6 years of age, IT Ins Of «2 years of age, : 99 
/// OS. 0 
C 74 V 
. ri; ata 
PIR » 4, a pos Þ 
e ee 7 


The proprietor like wise employs i in the pariſh = and 
neighbourhood 324 persons in weaving winding. &. 

The quantity of Cotton wool manufactured weexly a= 
mounts at an average to 6,295 libs. The yarn is part- 
ly manufactured into cloth here by the weavers above 
mentioned, and others in the proprietors. employ ; __. 
partly sold to the manufacturers in Glasgow | 

With regard to the health of the work people, it is 
euikcient to say that of all the children provided with | 
meat and clothing by the proprietor amounting this and 


last year, to 275; and for 7 years back, never fewer than 


8, only 5 have died during the period of seven years: 
in mentioning so extraordinary a fact, it may perhaps be 
expected that something ſhonld be Said of their diet 
and treatment. 

The former consists of oatmeal porridge, with milk. 
in summer or sowens, i. e. oat-meal flummery, with milk 
in winter twice a day, as much as they can take, barley 
broth for dinner made with good freſh beef every day; 
and as much beef is boiled as will allow 7 ounces En- 
gliſh a piece each day to one half of the children, the other 
half get cheese and bread after their broth, so that 
they dine alternately upon cheese and butchermeat, 
with barley bread or potatees; and now and then in the- 
proper season they have a dinner of herrings and potatoes. 
They as well as the others, begin work at, six in the 
morning, 
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morning, are allowed half an hour to hank fant, an bout 
to dinner, and quit work at 7 at night; after which 
they attend the school at the expence of the proprietor 
till 9. They sleep in well aired rooms, three in a bed; 
and proper care is taken to remove those under OF. di. 
sense to seperate appartments: : | 
. The great improvement arising from Mr Kelly's s inven. 
tion of Jennies going by water, reduces very cons idera- 
bly the number of men that formerly were neceſsary in 
working the common Jennies. Such being the case, 
widows with large families are much wanted here, as chil. 
dren can manage the patent Jennies with grrat ease, 
while their mothers are employed in other branches. 
103 Great attention is paid to the morals of children and 
; Þ 4 others at these mills, of which the late incumbent was 
fe perfectly sensible. Large manufactories have sometimes 
been considered in another light, bat Mr Dale and all 
concerned, must here have the voice of the public to the 
econtrary. Marriages have greatly increased in the pa- 
riſh since their erection, as the benefits arising from a fa- 
mily are obvious. Indeed the anxiety of the proprietor 
to have proper teachers and instructers for children will 
ever redound to his honour, 
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New Hehe: Has been entirely built by the propri- 
tor of the mills for the accomodation of his work people 
and the following is a state of its e, at * 
sent: 7 | 


1 1 wy Males Females 

Married persons. 1 8 | 481. 184 5 
Widows and widowers, | rs 34 
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of Lanark. 


Unmarried persons above 22 year of age ' 16 


21 and 22 
20 and 21 
19 and 20 
18 and 9 
165 and 17 
15 and 16 
14 and iI 
13 and 14 
12 and 13 
It and 12 
10 and 11 
9 and 10 
8 and 
7 and 
6 and 
5 and 
4 and 
; 3 and 
2 and 
| T and 
Between zyear old and 1. 
under year old. 


Between 
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total. 


total No. of souls 


Among thes are 54 Jenny 7 Clockmakers, 
spinners, 5 


45 Labourers, 


5 Weavers, 
3 Schoolmasters, 


Kin 


. = ale — — — 

— A 4 5m — £; L : —— —————— 

— — 20 - — a a —— b - l — 
Nr 7 — 0 W 7 — 9 —— 


— 2 — 
—— 
* 


* 


* 
+ 
PR ”- 
A 
— 


— 


— — 
—— 


wit Top,» < 442, wy oe * 
8.5 1 * 38 > err. 
— ** " ” — 
- » of + —- . 
. ——— 4 2 985, * 
rere Eee ona 2 
> = 4 ——— 8 — — 
8923 EO ER oo Gr 
— 2 — — 
= _- 5 
2 


r ne fog; nn, Eos ee — 
S Ai I Es 6-28 ag Ag 
* . 7 . A Caper n 
r 22 
* — — 


SETS 
2 2) "Ab * 
_— = By 4 

* > las 3 

n — 


— wo pn PD) foo 
I — — 


— 
2 


. — 2 
rr — 8 — 2 
r N " — a "x 


4 * 28 2 — K 4 * 
err . ** A TI NR 32-9 


— ee n 
21 Cmiths, 8 1 Shoethakets; 


10 Wrights, 
8 Taylors, | 2 Merchants, 


3 Turners, & PING 


7 masons, 


A great proportion of the tababitents are Highlanders 


mostly from Caithneſs Inverneſs and Argyleſhires. Few 
of those from the west understand Engiiſh. IH 1791 a vel. 
del carrying emigrants from the isle of Sky to North A- 


merica, was driven by streſs of weather into Greenock ; 


about 200 were put aſhore in a very destitute situation. 


Mr Dale whose humanity is ever awake offered them im- 
mediate employment, which the greater bulk of them ac- 
cepted : And soon aſter with a view to prevent far- 


tber emigration to America he notiſied, to the people of 
Argyleſhire and the isles, the encouragement given to fa. 


milies at the cottonmills ; and undertook to provide hou- 


ses for 2co families in the course of the 1792. these were 
all finiſhed last summer, (1793) and a considerable num- 
ber of Highlanders have ef late come to res ide at New 
Lanark. 


nie from any quarter pelt rä of a god moral 
character, and having three children fit for work, above 


nine years of age, are received, supplied with a house 
at a mederate rent, and the women and children provided 


with work. The children, both those fit for work 
and those who are too young for it, have the privilege 


of attending the school gratis, the former in the evening; 


the latter through the day, Three proſeſsed teachers are 
paid by Mr Dale for this purpose, and also seven afsi- 
tants who attend in the evenings, one of whom teaches 
writing. There is also a sunday school at which all the 
master's and aſsis tants attend. 3 


e Nt 


fn New 12251 there is a ſmall corfityatitnal meeting- 
houſe for thoſe of the ſect commonly called Independents. ; 
The Highlanders have ſometimes, though rarely, been favour- 
ed with a ſermon in Gaelic, by preachers of the church of 
Scotland: and it has been for ſome time in contemplation, to 
erect a church for conſtant worſhip in that language, at leaſt 


. for one half of the day. The Society for Propagating Chriſtian 
1 Knowledge has been applied to for ſome aſſiſtance, which 
; probably will be granted, ſeeing the want of publiè worſhip 
a. and inſtruction, among fo great a body of people, muſt have 
n- | a tendency to hurt the morals of the preſent, as well as to 
105 diſcourage future ſettlers from the Highlands, : and of conſe- 
17. quence muſt promote emigration. 


Before leaving this article of cotton mills, I cannot i 
noticing a circumſtance peculiar to ſuch manufactures, 
which may afford a uſeful hint to poor widows with families. 
In moſt other manufactures, a woman who has a family, 
and becomes a widow, is generally in a moſt helpleſs ſitua - 
tion. Here the caſe is very diferent, for the greater num- 
ber of children the woman has, ſlie lives ſo much the 
more comfortably; and upon ſuch account alone, ſhe is of- 
ten a tempting object for a ſecond huſband. Indeed, at cot- 
ton mills, it often happens, that young children ſupport their 
aged parents by their induſtry. | 

Mr Dale has ſet apart, and incloſed a piece of ground cloſe 
| by the village, for a burying place. 

Cbaracter of the People, Sc. The people are, in 1 
induſtrious, though not remarkably ſo. They are naturally 
generous, hoſpitable, and fond of ſtrangers, which induces' 
them ſometimes to make free with the bottle ; but drunken- 
neſs, among the better claſs of inhabitants, is of late rather 
unuſual. It is leſs ſo among the other inhabitants; but, 
upon tlie whole, they are a decent and orderly people; and 

Vol. XV. 2 erimes 


r Statiſtical Account 


crimes are ſeldomer committed here, than in any other pariſh 

of equal population. The author knows of no native who has 
ever been tried for a capital crime. In ſhort, they are gene- : 

rally honeſt, decent, religious, and ſtrict in their attendance 
on divine worſhip. Perhaps, there may be one or two indivi- 

duals, who, either from ignorance, or, from violence of 
temper, will not liſten to the cool voice of reaſon, who chime 
in with the ravings of the Friends cf the People, as they call 
themſelves ; but the reſt, although ſome may wiſh for a mo- 
derate reform, have too much religion and ſound ſenſe not 
to ſee, that thoſe people have neither experience nor know- 
ledge in matters of that nature, and only graſp at ſeating 
themſelves in power upon the ruins of their country; nor are 
they ſo weak, as not to profit from the example of a neigh- 
bouring kingdom, where Anarchy ſits triumphant upon the 
guillatine, with Murder at her back, trampling upon law, 
liberty, and religion, and treading the rights of mankind 

: under her feet. 

Ecelęſaſtical State. The King is patron of the pariſh. 
Lord Douglas is titular of the teinds of the borough 
lands, and Mr Lockhart of Lee and Carnwath of the reſt 

ol the pariſh, The church, being built in 1777, is in very 

good repair. The manſe and office houſes, being erected at 
the late incumbent's entry in 1757, are not in ſuch good or- 
der. The manſe, oſſices, and garden, cover about a rood of 
ground. The glebe is ſcrimply 4 acres; but the incumbent 
is entitled to the graſs of the church- yard, and to common 
paſturage 1 in the moor, 
The ſtipend payable at preſent i is as under, 


4 oh Dp hp 
In meal, i 
| In bear, | 9 3 1 2+ 


In money, L. 493 3s. 1ed. Scotch, 
FF 


uch, 


I Lanark, 3 


which, with L. 3 5 6s. 8d. Sterling of augmentation, obtained 
during the winter ſeſſion 1792, will, at the common con- 
verſion, amount in whole to about L. 90 Sterling. 


Mr James Gray, the late incumbent, ſucceeded Mr John 5 


+ Orr and was tranſlated from Rothes to this pariſh in 1756. 
No miniſter ever conducted himfelf with greater propriety. 


He never meddled with borough politics, but attended only 


to the duties of religion; and his pious and exemplary. con- 
duct will long be rememberd by his pariſhioners: Mr WiL- 


LiaM MENZIEs has of late obtained the preſentation, is 


agreeable to all the pariſh, and has been favoured with an 


unanimous call. 

A very accurate and diſtin record of births. and marri- 

ages is kept by the ſeſſion clerk, commencing in 1648. 
Poor. The poor's funds have been carefully and attentively 


kept, perhaps more ſo than was abſolutely neceſſary. When 


the funds for the poor are very conſiderable, they become in 


ſome degree an encouragement to idleneſs and diſſipation; 


beſides, people do not give alms for the uſe of after genera- 
tions, but to ſupply the neceſſities of the preſent. It is true, 


the Seſſion may err in giving too much to the poor, yet ſure- 
ly objects will always occur, among induſtrious manufactur- 
ers and tradeſmen burdened with great families, where the 


beſtowing of a very ſmall pittance will not only benefit the 
receivers, but the whole pariſh, and even the nation at large 
The number of town poor upon the ſeſſion roll amounts to 
45, including 3 orphan children and a lunatic. The inter- 
eſt of 4ool. the ſum amaſſed by the ſeſſion; the collections 
at the church doors; the rent of 14 acre of land, with the 
fines from delinquents, and a conſiderable proportion of the 
fees for proclamation of banns, i e. marriages, have hitherto 

zormed the fund for their ſupply. 
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ne. Statiſtical Account 


| The heritors of the landward part of the pariſh meet half 
yearly, and aſſeſs themſelves for the maintainance of their 
poor. The number of their poor at preſent amounts to 11; 
and the aſſeſſment, including clerk's ſalary, for laſt year, to 
about 271. This mode of providing for the poor, in the land- 
ward pariſh, has been adopted ſince the year 1950. Dr 
Anderſon, the editor of the Bee, inveighs warmly againſt this 
mode of providing for the poor, alledging that it is contrary 
to law, and invarfably followed by a gradual increaſe of the 
number of poor. Whatever it may be in other places, from 
the record of this charity, it does not appear that it has 
been the caſe in this pariſh. The lands belonging to St Leo- 
nard's hoſpital, formerly noticed, are under the adminiſtra- 
tion of the magiſtrates, and yield, communibus annis, about 
35l. yearly, divided among 40 poor perſons monthly. The 
different incorporations lik-wife divide ſame money quarter- 
ly among the families of their deceaſed brethren : 3ol. Scotch 
are divided by the miniſter and magiſtrates, on the morning 
of the firſt day of the year, among the poor burgeſſes. This 
is a mortification by James Lord Carmichael in the year 
1662. His lordſhip, in thoſe days, had his town reſidence 
in this burgh, and obſerving the better ſort of tradesmen 
and inhabitants, celebrating the new year's day with feaſting 
and merry making, he, from the benevolence of his diſpoſi- 
tion, as tradition ſays, mortified (ſunk) a ſum of money, the 
intereſt of which is to be given to the poor, that they may 
likeways have it in their power to buy a hot pos and partake 
in the general feſtivity. 85 
Miſcellaneous obſervations*. The inhabitants of the pariſh 
are ſomewhat above the middle hze, ſtrong built, and of a 
hale 


* A native of Lanark, one Robert Alexander, a wigmaker, and formerly 
a councillor and town treaſurer, has kept a regular regiſter of the weather, 
ſeaſons, and public occurrences within the burgh, from 1755 downwards. 
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kas complerion. Their dreſs is confderably Altered within > 


| theſe 20 years. A blue or black bonnet is now a ſingular- 


ity; hats are in general uſe; and both ſexes appear at 
church, or at a ball, with almoſt as much elegance as the ir- 


habitants of the capital. The dialect of the upper ward ot 
Clydeſdale, as to pronounciation, is the ſame with that ſpoken 


in Edinburgh, differing pri from that of the ICU 


and lower wards. 


Two cuſtoms, almoſt oovtilar to the burgh of Lanark, 
perhaps may here be noticed. The firſt is a gala kept by the 
boys of the grammar ſchool, beyond all memory, in regard 
to date, on the Saturday before Palm Sunday. They then 
parade the ſtreets with a palm, or its ſubſtitute, a large tree 
of the willow kind, /alix caproa, in bloſſom, ornamented with 
daffodils, mezereon and box-tree. This day is called Palm 
Saturday; and the cuſtom is certainly a Popiſſi relic of very 


ancient ſtanding. The other is the riding of the marches, 


which is done annually, upon the day after Whitſunday fair, 


by the magiſtrates and burgeſſes, called here the Jand/mark 


He is now about 78 years of age, and, notwithſtanding all his paſt ſervices, 
the only office he now can reach is that of pariſh beadle. His annals con- 
fiſt of 5 or 6 M. S. octavo volumes; and although ſome of them are trifling, 
yet in general they are a curious and uſeful repoſitory. 
An improvement, which may be followed with advantage in other 3 | 
took effect here about 30 years ago. A country fidler, but a man of penetra- : 

tion, having made fome money, purchaſed about 3 or 4 acres of ground, of a 
dry gravelly ſoil, conſiſting moſtly of ſloping banks, which did not yield above 
31. 10s. altogether of yearly rent. Theſe grounds were ſituated at the bot- 
tom of the town, within 30 or 40 feet of a rivulet, which, paſſing through 


the town and butcher market, conveyed away a deat of manure, garbage, &c 


The new proprietor, conſcious of the advantages derivable from this ſource, 


was at a conſiderable expence in driving a mine through thoſe 30 or 40 feet 
of ground, (a high bank,) by which, in two or three years time he ſo enrich- 
ed his grounds, as to draw 14]. annually of rent; and now 4ol. * 2 
year has been refuſed for theſe very lands, 
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or langemark day, from the Saxon langemark, It is evident. 
ly of Saxon origin, and probably eſtabliſhed here 1 in Be reign 
of, or ſometime poſterior to Malcom I. 


Statiſtical Account ; 


The manners of the inhabitants, as to diet and drink, are 


conſiderably changed within theſe 20 years, which may be 
_ exemplified from the public entertainments of the magiſ- 
trates. Formerly their debauch was a moderate meal, with 
a few bottles of ale or porter, and a dram or two; and, in 


gala days, a little punch. Now, they have ſuperb enter- 
tainments, with punch, port, and even claret. The com- 
mon fuel of the pariſh is coal. The ſtatute labour is com- 


muted. All animals, common to the ſouth of Scotland, are to 
be found here. Rabbets, however, are now entirely rooted 
_ out?: pheaſants, ſuppoſed from Hamilton houſe, have pad 


times been ſhot in the pariſh. - 
There are few pigeon houſes in the pariſh. Crows are nume- 


rous, and do a great deal of miſchief ; as do alſo hares, | par- 


ticularly to the fruit trees. The laws, made for the preſervation 


of game, were certainly never meant to prevent proprietors or 


tenants from defending their property againſt ſuch depreda- 


tors; and little ſcruple need be made of deſtroying any one 


of thoſe animals, when hurting the property of individuals, 
though it certainly would be a violation of the law, to do it 
for the ſake of game alone. 


Advantages and Diſadvantages. Perhaps no 5 gle pariſh 


in Scotland affords more eligible ſituations for mills of all 


kinds than this pariſh. Sir Richard Arkwright, when here 
in 1824, was aſtoniſhed at the advantages derivable from 
the falls of Clyde, and exultingly ſaid, that Lanark would 
probably in time become the Mancheſter of Scotland; as no 
place he had ever ſeen afforded better fituations, or more 
ample ſtreams of water for cotton machinary. 


Lanark, 


rk, 


_ Lanark, however, has two obſtacles to manufaQuures. 
The firſt, the poverty and uncultivated ſtate of the country 
around, and indeed of the whole upper ward of Lanarkſhire, 


from which circumſtance meal, and almoſt every other arti- 
cle, is dearer than at Edinburgh or Glaſgow, coals and po- 
tatoes excepted. But were the country in an improved ſtate, 


and did proprietors and huſbandmen do their utmoſt to im- 
prove the ſoil, this drawback, in the courſe of a few years, 
might be got the better of. The next obſtacle is the great 


_ diſtance, that raw materials are to be carried; and the badneſs 
of the roads. Lanark is 24 miles from Glaſgow, and 30 


from Edinburgh: the road to Edinburgh is an exceeding good 
one, but that to Glaſgow, which is the principal market, is 


exceedingly bad; beſides, it encounters with a very deep 
_ ravine, formed by the Mouſs within a mile of Lanark. This 

_ diſadvantage is in ſome meaſure doing away, by a new road 
how forming by Lanark bridge ; over which it croſſes to Lef- 


mahago pariſh, and from thence runs along the immediate 


banks of the Clyde by Hamilton to Glaſgaw. The pulls 


here are conſiderably leſs than in the former road, and, when 
finiſhed, which will be in ſpring 1794, it will form one of 


the moſt beautiful and romantic roads in Scotland. This, 
| however, is a partial remedy, nor can any thing effectual 
be done to overcome the diſadvantage, unleſs the ſouthern 


tract of the canal between Edinburgh and Glaſgow were to 


be adopted. 


The want of a flour mill not only ee i improvements 
in agriculture, but puts the inhabitants under the neceſſity 
of uſing oat and barley bread, or of buying wheaten bread 
at a great price; all which could be eafily remedied. The 
community of Lanark has a corn mill upon Mouſs water, 
which, at a very little expence, might be enabled to grind 


both wheat and oats. Encouragement would there be given 


to 
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to the introduction of wheat crops; and the inhabitants 
would be enabled to live more comfortably, wheaten bread 
being of all others the moſt wholeſome. 


It is of great diſadvantage to manufactures, that Lanark 


moor, ſo improvable and ſo near the town, ſhould remain 


in a ſtate of nature; we already owe a great deal to Mr 
Honeyman; and if the magiſtrates cannot diſpoſe of any 
more of it, on account of the ſervitude of the burgeſſes, they 
may follow the example of the town of Ayr, and incloſe 
that portion of it which is nigheſt the town, to anſwer for 
this ſervitude; and were it divided into two incloſures, the 
cattle could paſture alternately in both; the ſouth moor 


would be fully adequate for this purpoſe,* and after ſetting 


aſide part of the north moor for fuel and divot, the reſt of 


It may be either diſpoſed of to one proprietor, or, which would 
be of greater conſequence to the burgh, the magiſtrates 
may feu ſmall lots to the weavers and others, eſpecially a- 


long the high-way leading from Lanark to Edinburgh, very 
favourable to the erection of a village or villages. Thoſe 
parts neareſt the town would certainly yield equal feu duty 


with thoſe at Kirkficld bank, viz. 61. or $1. the acre; be- 
ſides, if a village was once erected, a demand for ground in 
the neighbourhood would naturally follow; fo that the ma- 
giſtrates would be enabled to let pieces of their moor at leaſt 
as high as 58. the acre, and the whole remainder of the moor 


would in time be brought under culture. 


This plan would ſave the neceſſity and expence cf two common herds; 


the fees, however, ought {till to be paid to the magiſtrates, and the money 


ariſing therefram ſhould be laid out on lime, to be ſoread upon the heathy 
parts to tweeten the paſture, Nor would it be deemed an improper exac- 
tion, were the magiſtrates to ordain, that every burgeſs, on getting a cart of 
divots or turf from the moor, ſhould, in eden. lay a cart of dung upon the 
incloſed comma. | 
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County or Lavarg, bir krr or Mienen, 


Sxxop oF GLasgow AND ArR, Nic 5 
By the Rev. Mr ARcHBALD Bruce, Miniſter. 


Vene Situation and Extent 


122 8 in he 3 1 is called 8 


Suor-s. The name ſeems explanatory of nothing pecu- 
liar to the place, and the accounts of tradition are ſo ap- 


parently fabulous, as far to exceed the belief of even the 
moſt eredulous antiquarian. Shotts is fituated in the north- 


calt point of Lanarkſhire. It is one of the largeſt lowland 


pariſhes in Scotland, forming nearly an oblong ſquare, 10 


miles in length, and 7 in breadth. : 

Sorls and V. alue—The lands which lie towards the corner 
of the pariſh are a mixture of clay and fand; will yield 5 
bolls an acre, and may be rented at ꝙ 8. Thoſe towards the 
S. F. are of a black ſoil, and will yield 4 bolls an acre ; 
rent 78. Along the greater part of the 8. and the whole 

Vor. XV. . G W. fide 


41 bolls an acre, rent 8 8. 
great road, Shotts is reckoned but a barren and bleak part 


Stat ical Account 


W. gde of the pariſh the ſoil is chiefly clay, and will yield 
By travellers paſſing along the 


of the kingdom. There is, however, on the 8. W. boundary 


of this pariſh, a ttact of ground, 2 miles ſquare, that is lit- 
tle inferior to great part of the land upon the Clyde. It 
yields at an average 6 bolls an acre ; rent 13s. The lands 

in the centre, and along the north ſide of Shorts, are of a black 
ſoil, and chiefly fitted ſor paſture; when plowed they may 
yield from 3 to 4 bolls each acre; the grain is but of an in- 
ſerior quality; the rent 53 8, an acre. 
country lying on each ſide of the great road, at the entry in- 


to this pariſh from the Eaſt, was not many years ago nearly 
in its original ſtate. This the traveller now ſees is ſubdivided, 
and by ſtones raiſed from the ſurface of the land encloſed, 
in a way which promiſes to laſt for ages to come. The pro- 
- prietor, * by continuing his operations, with the true ſpirit 


of an improver, has at 'once beautified the country, and 
nearly tripled the value of his eſtate. A little weſt from 
the kirk of Shotts, and upon the great road, the traveller ſees 


a ſmall tract of country neatly incloſed. Its produce, with- 


in theſe few years, was little more than the "Thraſh ; but by 


the well directed induſtry of its proprietort, it has for ſome 


| ſeaſons paſt yielded crops which vye with thoſe of a much bet- 


ter ſoil. Round the manſion- houſe, which ſtands in the mid- 
dle of this lately improved field, there are ſeveral beltsofplant- 
ing, which continue to thrive beyond expectation. Were the 
like ſpirit transfuſed into neighbouring proprietors, a coun- 
try, hitherto but bleak, might be made more comſortable to 
its inhabitants, and have a better name abroad. 
Manure.— The manure, which ſuits all the ſoils of this 
extenſive pariſh, is lime and compoſt, The full half of thus 
compoſt ſhould conſiſt of dried turf, the remaining part of 
| dung. 
* Sir Joux INGL1s of Cramond. 1 Mr David Youns of Little Haie ſhax. 
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dung. This mixture the experienced farmer prefers to pure 

dung, as it is a much better ſecurity againſt worms, con- 
tinues longer in the field, and encreaſes the ſoil, where the 
till or gravel comes near the ſurface. The induſtrious far- 
mer here caſts each ſeaſon a quantity of turf, the more ben- 
ty the better; this, when properly dryed, he ſtacks up, and 
after it has been uſed a competent time in byre and ſtable, be- 
low and around the cattle, it is carried to the dunghill. When 
from this it goes to the field, it is ſo completely rotten, that 
it yields a manure much ſuperior to the compoſt mixed in 
the field. By alternate ſtrata of this turf and ſheep's dung, 
much excellent manure 1s carried from the fold to the held. 
Crop Upon the ſummer fallow, or field to be broken up, 
the ſpirited farmer lays on nearly four chalders of ſlacked 
lime, with a hundred ſingle carts of the. compoſt above de- 
ſcribed. The 2d, or perhaps the 3d crop of corn, he lays 
down with rye-graſs. This for the firſt year does very well; 
but ſhould the field be cut a ſecond time, through the luxu- 
fancy of the natural graſs the ſown ſcarce appears. In the 
lower parts of the pariſh, a crop of peaſe comes in between 
the two crops of corn. With the rye-graſs alſo a proper 
quantity of clover is here ſown. The produce the firſt year 
(and there ought to be no more,) may be 200 ſtones. The 
ground, after this ſucceſſion of crops, being paſtured 3 years, 
the ſame rotation again commences. Lint is often a profi- 
table crop in this pariſh, either aſter the ſirſt crop of corn, 
after peaſe, or upon potatoe land. A peck of ſeed will yield 
4 ſtones of ſheaf lint. The bear crop through Shotts has of 
late been much @ifcontinued : for this the Riffneſs of the ſoil 
in part accounts; but there is another reaſon which weighs 
more with the farmer. Bear requires that quantity of un- 
mixed dung, which prevents him from making compoſt for 
his outfields, a circumſtance of late much attended to in this 

country, 
8 2 Rivers, 
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Rivers. —Therearetwo Calttr, both of which have their ſou ur- 


ces in this diſtrict. T he one of theſe riſes in the N. E. corner 


of the pariſh, and in its progreſs weſtward ,dividingShotts from 
Torphichen and Newmonkland, falls into the Clyde 5 miles 
above Glaſgow. The other Calder riſes in the 8. E. corner of 


this pariſh, and moving tow ards the Clyde nearly in the ſame 
direction with the former, 1 in its courſe divides Shotts from 


Cambuſnethan. The waters alſo of Avon and Cramond 
have their firſt riſe in this pariſh. The Avon, ſoon after 


leavi ing Shotts, bends i its courſe n. rthward, and empties itſelf 
into the Firth of Forth near Borrowſtownneſs. The Cramond, 


between its ſource and Mid Calder, croſſes the great Edinburgh 


Road three times, and empties itſelf into the ſame Firth at 


the village and kirk, to WARD, in all ene it W the 


| Names. 


Hills and Proedt . Hirf hill lies a mile E. from the ; 


Kirk of Shotts. Over this hill the road leading from Glaſ- 


go to Edinburgh has, for time immemorial, continued to 


paſs. Here it is ſuppoſed are tne higheſt cultivated lands in 
Scotland; this however is thought to be only a popular miſ- 


take ; according to General Roy's menſuration, the Hirſt is 


upon a level with the Clyde 5 miles above Lanark. - There 
are two cauſes which ſeem to have led into this miſtake ; 
the waters here iſſuing from their ſources, at a ſmall diſtance 


from each other, run in quite oppoſite directions; it fol- 
lows not, however, from this, that the Hirſt riſes to the height 


ſuppoſed ; but only that in this preciſe point, the Hirſt 1s the 
higheſt land between the Friths of Forth and Clyde, the two 
ſeas into which all theſe waters empty themselves. In every 
direction alſo from this hill, the country not only begins to 
fall, but wherever one turns his eye, for upwards of 20 miles, 
no object comes in to mar the view. All the ſpace there- 
fore between the Hirſt, upon which the ſpeQztor ſtands, and 
5 | | | the 


— 


£ 
{ 


Þ 


of Spott. 0 


the range of mountains which, in oppoſite directions, bound 


his proſpect, ſeems ſunk beneath him; though in fact, at a 


certain point ſouthward the country begins to riſe, and the 
Clyde, 5 miles 8. E. of Lanark, is upon a level with the ſpot 


on which he ſtands. The Tilling and Cant hills, the one a 


little north, and the other a little ſouth of the kirk of Shotts, 
ſhould here alſo be mentioned, not ſo much on account of 
their apparent magnitude, as for the wonderfully extended 
proſpect, which in common with the Hirſt they afford. From 
the Cant hills, 6 complete ſhires, with a part of 8 more, are 
ſeen. Here the whole country, from Arthur's Seat to the 
hills in Arran, and the weſtern termination of the Grampian 
Range, fills the eye. While the obſerver turns round, car- 
rying his eye from 5. to N. the whole ſpace from the Pent- 
land, Tinto and Loudon hills, on the one hand, to the Lo- 


mond, the Ochil, and Campſie heights, on the other, ſucceſ- 


ſively comes under his view. Into this extenſive proſpect, 
with the hills already mentioned, enter the towns of Glaſ- 


gow, Paiſley, and Hamilton, with villages and gentlemens 


ſeats not to be numbered. This great ſtretch of country, 2 


few miles S. E. of Shotts excepted, has the appearance of 


much richneſs and cultivation. 

Proprictors * and Rent. By various ſales on the part of the 
feuers, the number of heritors now in the pariſh of Shotts 
have ariſen to 45. The chief of theſe are the Duke of Ha- 


milton, Gavin Inglis of Murdiſton, Sir John Inglis of Cra- 


mond, and Col. William Dalrymple of Cleland. Of theſe 
SY. | 45 


* The whole of this extenſive pariſh, the lands of Blairmucks excepted, 
which formerly were the property of the Laird of Dundaſs, but now of Sir 
John Inglis of Cramond, ſrom the year 1378, down to the year 1630, belong- 
ed to the ſamily of Hamilton. The Marquis of Hamilton, at the laſt of theſe 


| periods, fold out the greater part of this extenſive Barony. 
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45 there may be about 11, all of whoſe property does not 


annually. yield 1000 merks Scotch. The valued rent of 
Shotts is — Scoteh. The real rent n Tons Ster. 


| = 


Roads, —The great road, whith at ede leads fem Glaf. 


gow to Edinburgh, paſſes through this pariſh, and divides it 
nearly into two equal parts. In this, as in the other roads 
formed at that period, a ſtreight rather than a level line was 


| ſought. To this abſurd and inconſiderate idea, are many of 


the pulls in it to be aſcribed, A bill has been lately obtain- 
ed, to carry a road from Glaſgow to Edinburgh, by the vil- 

lages of Ardrie and Bathgate. In this bill there is alſo 2 

clauſe, impowering Colonel Dalrymple of Cleland to make a 
| line, which leaves the Shotts road at Bells-hill, and returns to 
it at the confines of Whitburn pariſh. Each of theſe pals 
though this pariſh, the firſt, two miles N. of the Church, the 
ſecond, two miles S. of it. In ſelf defence, the truſtces upon 
the Shotts roads have now in many places eaſed the pulls in 
it greatly; and to avoid the Hirſt altogether, the road is now 
carried nearly in a dead level, round the north end of that 
hill. The advantages derived by the public, from the late 
wonderful improvement upon roads, are indeed aſtoniſhing. 
The journey which, 40 years ago, the traveller could only 
accompliſh in two days, he now executes in five or fix hours. 


The expedition, and encreaſed burden of draught horſes are 


equally ſtriking, and ſtill more beneficial. The ſtatute work 
of this pariſh, though it be commuted, and very regularly le- 
vied, is far from being ſufficient to keep the many roads, in 


ſo wide a diſtrict of country, in any tolerable repair. 
| Ledlefraflical State.—The preſent kirk of Shotts is a long 
narrow building, ſituated due E. and W. What changes 
it has undergone, kace its erection in 1450, do not ap- 
| pear 


of Shots. L 


pear *, lt got a few repairs ſome years ago; much remains 
{till to be done in this way. The manſe was built in the 


year 1700. Before Mr Bruce's admiſſion, it had undergone | 


repeated repairs. At that period 100 guineas were laid out up- 
on it, which have rendered it, though in a very expoſed fitua- 
tion, abundantly ſuug and convenient. The glebe conſiſts of 


44 acres. It might rent as a ſmall farm at 1 31. or 14]. Ster- 


ling. In it there is a ſeam of coal, of the ſplint or parrot kind, 
fully 3 feet thick. There are here two ſtrata of iron ſtone, 
the one refling immediately upon the coal, the other a foot 


nearer the ſurface, each from 4 to 6 inches thick : there is, at 


a ſmall diſtance from this, another ſeam of coal upon the 
glebe, of the ſmiddy or droſs kind; this being only two feet 


thick, would, in a country like Shotts, (though it be of an ex- 


cellent quality) nearly exhauſt its value in working. The 
living of Shotts, manſe, glebe, and fire included, is worth 
tzol. Sterling. The Seceders are much more numerous than 
the members of the Eſtabliſhed Church k. 
Scheol. The ſchool-maſter of Shotts, as in many other places 


of Scotland, acts as ſeſſion-clerx. The emoluments, annex- 


ed to his office, may be about 31. 10s. The quarterly allow- 
ance for each ſcholar taught Engliſh is 20d. writing 28. Latin 
| : | and 


* Anciently the pariſh of Bo cuwELL extended from the Clyde, (waſhing 


along its S. W. borders) all the way to the confines of Weſt Lothian. To 


accommodate the inhabitants in the Eaſtern parts of this great pariſh, the firſt 
Lord HamM1LTON, in the year 1450, built a chapel where the kirk of Shotts | 


now ſtands, called St Catharine's Chapel, being dedicated to ST CATHARINE 


of StzeNNA. It was not, however, till after the Reformation, that the coun- 
try round this chapel was totally detached from Bothwell, and erected into a 
ſeparate pariſh. | wy 


} After a ſtruggle which laſted upwards of ſix years, the ſettlement of Mr 
Launznce Weis, late incumbent in Shotts, was at length effected in the 
year 1768, Soon aſter this, a meetivg-houſe was built, to which the great 
majority of the people called a Burgher clergyman, 
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ank Arithinetic 28. Gd. During the harveſt vacation, which 
laſts about two months, the ſchoolmaſter receives no wages. 
Suppoſing the ſcholars at an average to be 25, each at a 
medium yielding 28., the teacher earns yearly by his ſchool 
$1. 6s. 8d. z beſides an offering given by the ſcholars at Candle- 
mas, with a free houſe, 21. 10s. ; theſe, with a yearly ſalary of 

100 merks Scotch, give the ſchoolmaſter 191. 1 78. 9d. per an- 
mum, a proviſion too ſcanty, for the comfortable ſubſiſtence of 


one qualified to diſcharge the dutics of this important office. 


There has, for this reaſon, been theſe 30 years paſt a ſuc- 


ceſſion of teachers in Shotts, unknown, it is ſuppoſed, in any 


other part of the kingdom. It is painful to add, that, either 


rhrough the total want of a ſchool-maſter, or the careleſsneſs, 


the imprudence, or incapacity of thoſe in this office, the riſ- 
ing generation, for theſe ten years paſt, have, in the golden 
| ſeaſon of youth, been in a great meaſure prevented from ac- 
quiring that knowledge, and thoſe habits, which, in the ſub- 

ſequent part of life, can render them good men, and good 
citizens. For the ſame reaſon, connected with the careleſs- 


neſs, if not obſtinacy of Seceders, the pariſh records of Shotts 
are ſo extremely inaccurate and deficient, that no deciſion, 
even for the ſmalleſt average, could reſt upon their evidence, 

Por. —The poor in Shotts, for many years paſt, have been 
ſupported by aſſeſſment. Upon the firit Tueſdays of Feb- 
ruary and Auguſt, agreeable to act of Parliament, the heri- 


tors and elders meet in a conjun& body. After the num- | 
ber to be admittted upon the roll, and the ſupply to be gran- 


ted each claimant, are ſettled, the ſum wanted for the enſu- 
ing ſix months is laid on. This the treaſurer is authoriſed to 
to levy, the one half from the heritors, the other half from 
the tenants, in proportion to their ſeveral valuations. At 
each mecting a ſtanding committee is alſo appointed, to ſu- 


perintend the operations of the treaſurer, and to give advice 


Or 


„ oF 


or ſupply upon extraordinary emergencies The number 
upon the poor's rol! of Shotts may be, communibus annis, from 
20 to 28. The allowance granted to individuals may be 
each month from 28. to 68: It often happens that there 
are perſons ſtanding in need of temporary relief, who wiſh 
not to be put upon the roll. Their caſe at each meeting is 
alſv conſidered, and a reaſonable allowance granted. The 
ſum, annually requiſite for all the above mentioned purpoſes, 
may be about 50 l. Sterling; of which, 4ol. or therea- 
yout, is raiſed by aſſeſſment; the mort-cloths and kirk-dues 
make up for the reſt. This plan, in a pariſh like Shotts, 
where the Sectaries are ſo numerous, and the heritors of the 
greateſt valuation do not reſide, ſeems to be the only —— 
table one which can be adopted. 

_ Population, —The enlargement of farms has produced the 
ſame effects in Shotts that it has produced in other places. A- 
long the N. and E. fides of this pariſh, the property of 
he Duke of Hamilton, and Sir John Inglis of Cramond, the 
number of inhabitants is much diminiſhed. Of this, the 
ruins of many cottages, and even of ſome farm ſteadings, afford 
che moſt ſatisfaCtory proofs. The pariſh, however, it would 
appear, has of late been upon the increaſe : Within theſe 12 
years there have been built in it, and are now poſſeſſed, 35 
cottazes and 3 farm ſteadings. For this the late increaſe of 
travellers upon the great road, and the Omga Iron ork, ſuf- 
"ctently account. The total decreaſe witkin theſe 40 years 


| is [lated, along with other pa rticulars, f in the following table: 


1 TABLE OF THE PARISH oF Snorre. 


No. of ſouls 3 in 1755, 2s returned to Dr Webſter 2122 
Ditto in 1793 - - — 2041 
Decreaſe — 5 * 281 


Vol. XV. H AGES, 
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| Acts 155 SEXES. Males. Females. Total. 


verviy under 15 years of age, 384 324 708 
Ditto above that age”. 601 732 1333 
In all | | 985 | 1056 2041 | 


＋ 


ProPRIETORS, ArTiISTs, Ke. 


Malers. Journe ymen or Appre entices. Tots 1. 


No. of heritors, reſidennrt 5 — 29 
— Ditto, non-reſident - LG 16 
—Clergymen, - = 5 2 
—School-maſters, - - — 3 
Surgeons, = . 1 f 
—Weavers*, - . 19 42 
A Licenſed ale and ſpirit ſellers, - — 10 
— Smiths, 1 5: < 2 
—Shoemakers, = 1 — 4 14 
— Tailors, 4s 12 1 
Coopers, - 5 — I 
—Colhers, 1 2 wo IT 16 
— Miners employed at the iron work, . 8 


ReLictorvs PERSUASIONS, | . 
N o. of families belonging to the Eſtabliſhed Church, 122 


Ditto Burgher Seceders, 1 365 

Ditto Antiburghers, . 5 16 

Ditto Cameronians, 8 Fe > 4 
Total number of familics, 518 


Climate. The climate varies conſiderably, in the different 
parts of this widely extended pariſh, In the low parts of it, 
ſtretching South, and South-Weſt, the air is ſenſibly milder 


than 


Of theſe 19 are employed in factory work, and 23 in country work. 


of Shotte. Er 39 


than in the country round the church. An impenetrable till, 


lying at the bottom of a thin ſpungy black ſoil, keeps the ſur- 
face generally moiſt; this, with the want of ſhelter from in- 
cloſures, and belts of planting, renders the air more penetra- 


ting and chill than in other parts of the country, even of 


the ſame height, where theſe improvements have been ſo 


happily introduced The inhabitants, however, of Shotts are 
equally, if not more healthy, than thoſe who live in a warm 


er climate*. From the quantity of fuel with which people 


of all ranks are here ſo plentifully ſupplied, dampneſs with- 
in doors produces none of theſe rheumatic diforders, ſo pre- 
valent in warmer climates, where this neceſſary article is, 


from its expence, almoſt denied to the bulk of the people. 


The renowned and immortal D CULLEN, (Who began his 
career in this pariſh,) when talking upon this ſubject, uſed 


to ſay that Shotts was the Montpelier of Scotland. 


Collieries.— By ſeveral late trials, connected with former 
diſcoveries, it now appears, that the whole country along the 
South ſide of the great road, from the confines of Whitburn 
pariſh, is, for 10 miles Weſt, and 6 South, all covered with 
coal. In the pariſh of Shotts, which occupies a conſiderable 


part of this great ſpace, there are 4 collieries- The firſt of 
_ theſe is Benhar, the property of Sir John Inglis of Cramond : 


with this coal, which is of the beſt quality, the whole country 
weſt of Edinburgh upon the great road is chiefly ſupplied ; 


nine miners have here conſtant employrgent. Theſe bring 
annually from the pitt 12,0c0 carts, weighing each cart near- 


ly 5 ewt. The price at the hill, within theſe few years, bas 


riſen from 1s. to 18d. a cart; the total annual product of 


this work 1 is gool. Sterling, of which ſum, at 6d. each cart, 
H 2 zocl. 


Within theſe 4 years, three old perſons have died in the pariſh of Shots % 
the firſt, at his death, was entered into the goth year of his age, the other in 
the 929, and the third in the 36th year of his age, 
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zool. Sterling goes to the miners. 22 Rigg al, the pro- 5 


perty of Colonel William Dalrymple of Cleland, lies 3 miles 
weſt of Benhar. The ſeam is only 22 inches thick; the pro- 
prietor here employs 3 miners, more with a view to two 
ſtrata of iron ſtone, of an excellent quality, than to the coal, 


which, partly from its inferior quality, and partly from want 
of market, ſells at 1s. the cart, the purchaſer pleaſing himſelf as 


to quantity. Mr Cleland of Auchinlee, and Mr Cuming of 


5, Croſs-hall, towards the Veſt end of the pariſh, have great fields 


of coal upon their lands. Mr Cleland's ſeam is upwards of 3 


feet thick. Mr Cuming's in fome places is 3, and in other 


places 9 feet thick; each of theſe gentlemen at preſent only 
employ two miners; but did the tale proſper, it would give 


bread to a much greater number. Mr Cuming's coal is con- 


nected both with the ball and ſtratum iron-ſtone. 
PFul.—Plentiful as the coal is through this parith, yet, in 


the middle, and along the north fide of it, peat is chiefly uſed. 


This is almoſt at every man's door, and is prepared at a time 
when, according to the mode of farming here practiced, little 
elſc is donc. 
Propoſed Canal. — A canal Jeadive from Edinburgh to Glaf- 
gow was laſt ſeaſon the ſu dject of much converſation. Of the 
three tracts propoſed, if coal be the leading object, the one 


South of the kirk of Shotts ſurely merits the preference. 
Beds of free-ſtone, ſome of them of a very fine grain, are fre-. 


quent in this pariſh, and the whin-ftone 1 in the centre of it 
may be ſaid to be inexhauſtible. 
Iron Mor kt. — Ihe Omoa iron work, the property of Co- 


lonel William Dalrymple of Cleland, lies on the contines of 


this pariſh, towards the South-Weſt. It waz erected in 1787. 


L7 
The ſituation of this work is peculiarly eligible. The Colo 


/ 
ne! 


| has throughout his eſtate here, bo is of conſiderable ex- 
tent, a ſeam of coal 2 feet 5 inches thick; 2 fect above tlie 


1 
coal, 


of Shotr, 6 


coal, bali iron-ſtone is found, the balls lying pretty near each 
| other. This ſtone is ſuperior to any thing of the kind, hither- 
to found in this part of the country: 3 cwt. of calcined ſtone | 
yield | ewt of metal; it ſmelts alſo without the help of iron 
ore. Two feet nearer the ſurface there are two ſtrata of iron 


ſtone, each from 6 to 9 inches thick. Below the 2 feet 5 
inches of coal, there is another coal 9 feet in thickneſs, of an 
excellent quality. There is here each day raiſed 36 tons of 
coal i 26 tons of which go to the furnace; the other ten, from 
their ſmallneſs, being unfit for charring. either ſerve to blow 
the engine, or are ſold to the country. Nine tons of calcined 


ſtone a- day go to the furnace, which caſts at the interval of 
18 hours, and yields about two tons of pig iron, generally of 
an excellent quality. There is here a cupola blown by the en- 


gine, which produces caſt work of any form employers pleaſe. 


Orders of this ſort, anſwered by Colonel Dalrymple, have 
given great ſatisfaction. The coal is raiſed here ſrom 18d 
to 20d per ton, (the coal falling below 4 inches ſquare ex- 
cepted\; which brings the miner only 94d. a ton: Ball iron 


ſtone in raiſing 28. 6d : Stratum iron ſtone 18d. There are 
employed here 40 miners, beſides other 40 ſmelters and per- 
tons otherwiſe engaged, and 12 horſes, The weckly expence 
2t this work is 8ol Sterling, which finding its way to farmers 
and workmen of every claſs in the neighbourhood, improves 


their ſituation beyond what hitherto they had experienced, 


in this inland country. Another iron work 1s, againſt the en- 
ſuing ſpring, 1794, to be erected upon Mr David Young's 
lands of Little Hairſhaw, which ly about a mile S. W. of the 


kirk of Shotts. The gentlemen engaged in this work ſay, 


there is throughout the pariſh of Shotts ſuch a profuſion of 


coal and iron ſtone, as might, and in all probability ſoon will 


2mploy ſeveral ſuch furnaces as the one now blown in it. 
3 85 Should 
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Should this prophecy be verified, what a change in the ap- 
| pearance and product of Shotts may be expected! | 


Prices of Labour and Proviſions.— An expert ploughman 


| gets 121. Sterling annually; an aſſiſtant about 18 years old, 61, 
| Sterling ; a herd about 12 years old, through the herding ſea- 

fon, 2083 a dairy maid, or houſe ſervant, annually, 31. 16s; 
each of theſe have bed and board furniſhed ; a day-labourer 
from March to November 14d a-day ; the four remaining 
months 11d a-day. During the harveſt ſeaſon, men receive 
14d. women 10d. with proviſions furniſhed. A tailor gets 


24d. with his victuals; a maſon'and carpenter, each finding 


their own proviſions, 20d. Each of theſe ciaſſes of labourers 
Have, within theſe laſt eight years, riſen one third in their de- 
mands ; at preſent, however, wages ſeem rather to be moving 
in an oppoſite direCtion. 


-Meal throughout this country 
may be rated at 14d. a peck below the Glaſgow market. The 
great quantities of Merſe meal brought from the Dalkeith 
market, and carried through this pariſh to Glaſgow, con- 


tribute chiefly to produce this effect. Freſh butter ſells at 
Sd. a pound; ſalted butter per ſtone 128; ſkim'd milk cheeſe 


38. d. a ſtone ; butter and cheeſe weight 22 oz ; a hen 14d; 


_ chickens from 8d. to 16d. a pair, eggs 5d a dozen. Carriers 


picking up and carrying theſe articles, either to Glaſgow or 


Edinburgh, heighten their prices very much to thoſe wi 


dwell upon the great road. 

Eminent Men, —Shotts has given birth to two fon ill 
alive of very diſtinguiſhed merit; viz. Gavin HAMILTON Eſq; 
of Murdiſton, the moſt celebrated hiſtory painter now in 


' Europe, and Joux MILLER, Eſq;“ profeſſor of Jaw, in the 
_ univerſity of Glaſgow, well known to the world by his in- 


genious publications. 


» This gentleman 1s by miſtake repreſented as a native of Hamilton; 
Stat. Account Vol 2. page 202. 


wt 


ilton; 


of Shotts. ENDS. : 63 


7 Antiquities —There 1s upon the great road, immediately 


below the church, a copious fountain of excellent water, 


known by the name of Cate's or Kate's Well. This name it no 
doubt got from St. Catharine to whom it was dedicated, A- 5 
bout a mile South-Weſt from the kirk, there is a ſmall conical 


mount, called Laws-caſtle. This name ſeems to indicate, that 


| ſome fortreſs had once ſtood upon it; but if there ever did, 


there is no veſtige of it now remaining, except perhaps a 


quantity of ſtones of enormous weight and ſize. 
Clarater of the People.—Although there are 10 houſes : 
licenced to fell malt and ſpiritous liquors of home manu- 


faCture, they are chiefly ſupported by the travellers on the 


great road. Even in thoſe parts of the pariſh, where public 


houſes abound moſt, intemperance is not a prevailing vice. 


| The people, with a few exceptions, are induſtrious and ſo- 
ber. Since the preſent miniſter's connection with Shotts, 
and he believes for many years before that period, criminal 
proſecutions have been unknown, one profecution for mur- 
der excepted, where the libel was not proven. Each, it 
would appear, ſober and contented with the fruits of his own 
induſtry, feels but little of thoſe paſſions whoſe Indulgence 


terminate in ignominy and death. 


Advantages and Diſadvantages. —The perfect command of | 
fuel is the principal advantage which the inhabitants of this 


pariſh enjoy. It 1s rather ſurpriſing that this circumſtance, 
connected with ſo eaſy an intercourſe between Glaſgow and 


_ Edinburgh, has not, long ere now, paved the way to the in- 


troduCtion and growth of manufactures in Shotts. This, 


however, had not trade lately received ſo ſevere a check by 


the war, would in all probability ſoon have been the cafe. 
The fields of moſs with which, for two miles on each ſide 
of the great road, this pariſh is interſected, are a diſadvantage 
from which the proprietors of Shotts can promiſe themſelves 
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no deliverance. The flatneſs of the fields, and the barren 
hill, which lies at the bottom of the moſs, exclude every idea 
of cultivation, from the mind even of the moſt adventurous. 
improver. It may be added, as another diſadvantage, that 
throughout this extenſive pariſh there are but two or three ſmall. 
villages, and that in other parts of it the houſes are ſo diſ- 


tant from each other, that the education of children cannot 


be obtained, without much fatigue to the young ones, and ex- 
pence to the Narents. | 856 


NUMBER 
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NUMBER m. 
PARISH or LOCHWINNO CZE, 
(County or RENTREw, PRESBYTERY OF PAISLEY, S No 


oF GLasGow AND AYR.) 


By the Rev. Mr JaMEs STEVEN, Miniſter. 


Name, I['xtent, Soil and Surface, Sc.“ 


= b j0CHWINNOCH ſeems to be derived from the large loch or 


lake, which is nearly in the center of the pariſh, and St. 
I ininach, or Vinniocb, under whoſe protection it was ſuppo- 
ſed to have been placed in the dark ages, and whoſe name 


ſtill remains, although his hiſtory is buried in oblivion. This 


pariſh extends to about 6 miles ſquare. Ihe foil 13 extreme- 
!y various. The higher grounds, excluſive of muir, con- 
ut of a light dry foil on whin-ſtone, or rotten rock, and pro- 
auce a great quantity of very rich graſs and natural white 
clover. The lower grounds conſiſt of clay and loam, and 
produce good crops of every kind. 

Volt. XV. 1 _ Climate, 
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Climate, Diſzaſes, Hills, &c. The air is rather moiſt, from 


the frequent rains which prevail in the weſtern parts of Scot- 
land, but this circumſtance does not appear to affect the 
health of the inhabitants, many of whom die of old ape. 
Conſumptions, fevers, and ſore throats, are the moſt com- 
mon difeaſes in this pariſh. The moſt remarkable hill in 
the pariſh is the Mify-Law, which riſes to the height of 1240 


feet above the level of the ſea; and commands from its ſum- 
mit an extenſive and varied proſpect over 12 counties, inclu- 
ding the Frith of Clyde, and the iſlands of Arran, Bute, Ail- 


fa, &c. This hill is ſurrounded by the muirland part of the 


pariſh, which abounds with game, and erde tolerable pal: 
ture Tor 1 


| Le Fiſh, Birds, Rivers, and Mills.—There are two 
lakes in this pariſh, Caſticſeinple Loch, and Quiecnſide Loch. he 


former was, ſome time ago, attempted to be drained with- 


out ſucceſs, and is now made a moſt beautiful piece of water, 


containing above 400 acres, in which there are plenty of pikes, 
perches, and eels. It alſo abounds with {wans, geeſe, ducks, 


teals, bitterns, and other kinds of wild fowl. The beauty of 
this piece of water is conſiderably increaſed, by the well dreſ- 


ſed grounds and good quantity of wood which ſurrounds it. 


Queenſide Loch is ſituated in the muirs, and contains about 
"Hi acres; it forms an excellent reſervoir, for ſupplying two 
large cotton mills in the village of Lochwinnoch. The prin- 
cipal rivers are the Calder, whoſe banks, from a union of 


wood, water and rugged rocks, exhibit a variety of roman- 
tic and pictureſque ſcenery, and the Black Cart. The Cal— 


der flows into Caſtleſemple Loch, and the Black Cart is the 


inlet from it. On theſe two rivers, 7 very large cotton 
mills Dave been erected within theſe few years, 


IW zods: 
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pod. There are not above zo acres of natural wood in 
this pariſh, but the proprietors of Caſtleſemple have made 
very extenſive plantations, which, from the goodneſs of the 


3 ſoil, and the attention paid to them, are in a very flouriſh- _ 


ing ſtate. they extend at preſent to above 400 acres, and 
will probably receive conſiderable additions ſrom the preſent 
proprietor. It may be worthy of remark, that in thinning 


ſome plantations at Caltieſemple, from 29 to 35 years old, 


each larch fold at from 128. to 22 8 s, and the beſt of any of 
the other trees did not bring a une price than 58. 


Fendt Te roads were ſome years ago in a wretched ſtate, 
hilly, narrow, and almoſt impaſlable 1 in wet weather, but many 
of them are now excellent, and great improvements may im- 
mediately be expected, from two new lines of turn-pike road, 
nropoſed to be carried through the pariſh to Kilbirnie and 
Port-Glaſgow. The turn-pike roads in this pariſh are con- 
need by private roads, to the making and repairing of which 
laſt the converſion of the ſtatute labour, amounting to above 
1591. Sterling a year, is ſolely applied. 


Jiccliſiaſtical State. The greater part of the inhabitants at- 
tend the eſtabliſhed church, and there are not above 100 Se- 
ceders, Burghers, &c. in the pariſh. William MDowall, 
Eſa; of Garthland is patron. The ſtipend conſiſts of 127 bolls 
of meal, and 21. of vicarage; and although the glebe contains 
only fix acres, yet from its ſituation it is worth about 111: 
Sterling yearly. An augmentation has been lately propoſed 
to the heritors by the patron, to which they have unanimouſ- 
ly agreed. The church is very well finiſhed, and contains a- 
bout 1300 people; the manſe is beautifully ſituated about 
00 yards from the village, and 320l. have been lately ex- 

12 panded 


„ Statiſtical Account 


_ pended in putting it into complete repair, and building : a new 
{ct of offices. 


Scho:l.-—The ſchool, which is ſituated in the village, is com- 


modious, and the falary of old amounted to 200 merks ; but 


as the pariſh is divided by the lake, the proprietor on the 


ſouth ſide wiſhed to have a ſehool! in that diſtrict, and ob. 


tained 50 merks. I he people er: rected a ſchool-houſe at their 
own expence, aud the emoluments of the teacher employed 
by them are about 171. Sterling yearly : the ſalary and emolu- 
ments of the pariſh ſchoolmaſter amount to about ol. an- 
nually. £ 


Poor. — -The number of poor on the pariſh roll i is at pre- 


ſent 20, and they receive ſrom 1s. 6d. to 48. each, per week. 


This ſupply ariſes from -ol. or 8ol. collected annually at the 


. church door, and from the intercft of: a few donations, and 
of a ſmall fund belonging to the poor. There are two fo- 
cietics eſtabliſhed in the pariſh, for ſupplying the neceſſities 
of indigent members, and their inſtitution has been produc- 
tive of much advantage. 


22 — The old Chapel, Or rollegs of Caf 2 88 
Ple 


* A very fine braſs cannon, with the arms of Scotland, and J. R. 8. en- 


graved on it, was found many years ago in the lake, where other 6 are re- 
ported by tradition to have been loſt. Several canoes have been lately found 
in the lake, about 5 feet below the ſurface, which evidently prove the large 
foreſts that muſt Lave formerly exiſted, in this part of the country, as they 
have been formed in a rude manner, like the Indian canoes, out of ſingle trees, 
About 60 years ago, a ladle of Corinthian braſs was found within a mile of 
the village, and the handle ſtil] remains entire, at the end of which therc is 
a beautiful ram's Eead. Ir is in the poſſeſſion of Mr Barclay, inn-keeper at 
Lochwinnoch. | 
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5e, I ill remains entire, is completely covered with ivy, and 

is uſed as a burying place. The Pail, or Pele, an old caſtle, 
ſtands in an ifland in the lake, and has been formerly a place 
of conſiderable ſtrength, to which the lairds of Semple re- 
treated in feudal times, when unable to hold out in the caſtle 
of Semple againſt their powerful enemies. 


| Minerals, Magnetic Rock, &c.—Coal, lime, and free- 
{tone abound in different parts of this pariſh, and a very ſin- 
cular magnetic rock has been diſcovered two miles from 
Caſtle-Semple. The compaſs was ſenſibly affected all round 
the rock, to the diſtance of 150 yards. The effect was mot 
remarkable on the eaſt and weſt ſide of it, and in every direc- 
tion it was greater, as the compaſs was nearer to the rock it- 
ſelf. In its immediate vicinity, or nearly in a perpendicular 
direction above it, the poſition of the needle was very un- 
ſteady and irregular, and as the compaſs was gradually brought 
nearer the ground, the deviation from the magnetic meridian 
was more remarkable, and the vibrations more rapid. When 


E the compaſs was ſet on the ground, the north pole of the 


ncedle invariably directed itſelf to one very ſmall ſpace of the 
rock, on whatever fide of it the needle was placed. 


Houſes and Manufactures When the preſent incumbent was 
ſettled in this pariſh, no new houſes were building in the vil- 
lage; and although from its vicinity to Paiſley, ſeveral people 
were employed in weaving filk, gauze, and lawns, as well as in 
the manufacture of thread, which is carried on to a conſider- 


53 


© This chapel was founded by Joun firſt Lord Semple, in the year 1505, 
in honour of Gop, and the bleſſed Virgin Max; and for the proſperity of 
* King James IV. and Margaret his queen, and for the ſalvation of his own 
„ ſou}, and the fouls of his two wives, &c. 
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ableextent, yet it had a very poor appearance. Since that period 


53 new houſes have been built; many additional feus have been 
granted by Mr-M*Dowall the proprictor ; and the population, 
the wealth and the induſtry of its inhabitants have been in- 
creaſed in a molt ſurpriſing degree, within a very ſhort time. 
The local ſituation of Lochwinnoch is extremely favourable, 


from its being in the neighbourhood of coal, lime, and free- 


ſtone, and from its being abundantly ſupplicd with fine ſpring 


water; but its rapid increaſe has been principally occaſioned 


by the erection of two large cotton mills, by Meſſrs Henſton, 
Burns and Co. and Meſſrs Johnſtons and Co. The mill erec- 


ted by Meſſrs Henſton, Burns and Co, employs at preſent 


140, and when finiſhed will employ about 380 people. The 
wheel is 24 feet diameter, and is ſupplied with water from 
2 circular dam, built acroſs the river Calder, 19 feet 8 inches 


high, and 85 feet in circumference : the number of ſpindles 


in this mill will amount to 9144. The mill erected by 


Meſſrs Johnſtons and Co, which is 164 feet long, 33 feet 
wide, and 35 feet high, is ſupplied with water from the mill 
of Meſſrs Henſton, Burns and Co, employs at preſent 240 
people, and when the machinery is completed, will employ 
600: the wheel is 22 feet in diameter and 10 feet broad ; the 


{pindles in this mill will amount to 19,485. A cotton mill 
has been crected half a mile from the village, on a ſmaller 
ſcale, which will employ about 80 people: Meſſrs Johnſtons 
and Co. are at preſent procuring a very large field, adjoin- 


ing to their cotton mill, ſor bleaching, which is carried en 


with great activity and ſpirit by Mr Henry Wilſon, in a dif- 


ferent part of the pariſh: 339, 612 yards of dimitics, mufli- 
nets, jaconets, and booked mull; 
yard, and, 4000. ſpinels of thread and yarn, were bleached by 
lum in 1791, and 45 people were employed in the work. 


Al's " 


ins, from 10d. to 208. per 


1 nn — 


of Lochwinnoch. — 


Ale- Honſes. In this pariſh, there are 14 ale- houſe 3, which 


mould be conſiderably diminiſhed. It is to be expected from 


ſome reſolutions lately publiſhed, that the juſtices of the peace, 


to whoſe ſuperintendance this material object of police is 
committed by the Legiſlature, will take this ſubject ſeriouſly 


into their conſideration, and apply an effectual remedy to an 
evil, which is productive of the moſt pernicious conſequen- 


ces to the health, the morals, ANG the induſtry of the Pere 8 


aan and Fomplaynents The following table exhi- 
bits, at one view, the great increaſe of the population of this 
pariſh, as well as the various employments of the inhabi- 


Por ul Arx TABLE OF THE PARISH oF LochwWINNSOcCH. 
| No. of Families. | Maler. Females, Total. 
In the year 1695, 290 


I —.—- 179, 557 $200 1324 2613 
In——.—1755, | — 1840 
Increaſe, SO — 1083 
In the vil llage, | : 557 STE IT'4 
In the country, . „F***. | 1499 
PROFESSIONS, e 
Farmers, 5 5 148 Wrights, 4 . 39 
Employed in the cotton mills, 380 Maſons, — 1 75 17 
Weavers, - - 135 Smiths, 2 83 31 
Tailors, - - 19 Surgeons, . 2 
Shoemakers, . — 14 Maniſter, — - 1 
Grocers, - - 2 : | Writer, - 6 1 
Lakers, - - 2 School-maſfters, 0 2 
Butchers, - Ale“ ſellers, - - 14 
ABSTRACT of BiRkTHs and MARR1AGEs for the laſt tabelve years. 
Tears. Males. Females. Total. Marriages. 
1780 22 R 26 
178 20 „ 23 
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1782 24 „10 40 22 
my” oy 596 RE. 
F „. 
1785 33 . | 
1786 31 | 19 50 18 
Wi Ic: = 39 0 - 26 
1788 23 24 47 1 
ny 0 bg. 21 
1790 N 26 60 19 
1791 298 ·˙ĩ 6569 "IG; 
Total, 336 312 648 264 
Annual average, 28 = = 54 22 


Longevity MARGARET PATTON, who was born in this 


_ pariſh, is mentioned by Lynch on health, as a remarkable in- 


ſtance of longevity. Her picture and a print from it, which 
the writer of this account has ſeen, were done from the liſe, 
by J. Cooper in 1739, with the following inſcription : “ Mar- 
“ garet Patton, born in the pariſh of Loghaugh, near Paiſley 
6 in Scotland, living in the work-houſe of St Margarets, 
«© Weſtminſter, aged 138 years.” 


Rent and Proprietors.— The valued rent of the pariſh is 
66921. 6s. 8d, Scotch, and the real rent about 76col. Ster- 


ling. Mr M*Dowall is proprietor of a conſiderable part of 


the pariſh, and the remainder holds of him as ſuperior, 


with a ſew exceptions. The other proprietors amount to 
120, and the uncommon number of them ſeems to have a- 


riſer, from the feus granted by tlie families of Dundonald 
and Semple, who were formerly proprietors of the greater 
part of this pariſh. They reſide in general in the pariſh, mar- 
ry into each other's families, and cultivate their own property, 
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to which they are particularly attached. Their houſes are 
comfortable, many of them extremely good, and the old woods 
of plane and aſh trees, with which they are univerſally ſur- 


rounded, contribute much to the beauty of the country. 


Agriculture, Farm Rents, Produce, Sc. — The arable land 


of this pariſh amounts to 5476 acres, of which 1494 are year- 
ly in tillage z and it is all encloſed with ſtone walls, hedges, 


or ſank fences, with a hedge planted at a proper diſtance 
ſrom the bottom, which is a very ſtrong and beautiful fence. 


The rent of the land is from 128. Sterling to 21. per acre ; and 


the farms are generally let for 19 years, at from 1; l. to 110l. 


annually. A certain proportion of the arable land is likewiſe 


let to the manufacturers in ſmall lots. The tenants are bound, 


by their leaſes, to plow 2, and reſt 4 years, and to have on- 


ly one third of the farm in tillage. They put their whole 


manure on the firſt year, and lay down the ſecond crop with 


rye-graſs and clover, which is a conſiderable improvement, 


though it has only become a common practice within theſe 
few years. Oats, (which are ſown in March and reaped in 
September,) and potatoes, are the principal crops in this pa- 
rith, Barley, or rather bear, is likewiſe raifed in ſmall quan- 
tities; and the culture of flax has been attended with ſucceſs, 
and has entitled many of the farmers to premiums. From 
the nature of the ſoil, which produces very fine paſture, worth 
from 58. to 308. a great quantity of butter and cheeſe is an- 


nually made; and the farmers principally depend on the fale 


of theſe articles, and the rearing of cattle, to the breed of 


E which they are particularly attentive. 


Horſes, Cattle, Sheep, Se. The horſes are remarkably good, 


and the milk cows ſell at from 61. to 121. The total 


number of theſe, and the other live ſtock, are as follows: 
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Horſes, $i 270 | | Milk cows 3 1102 Bal... 13 
Mares 3 63 Fat ditto 426 Sheep 2?866 
Colts - 71 Young catile 574 Swine _= LS 


Prices of Labour and Proviſions. —Men ſervants hired by the 
year receive from 101. to 121. 3 maid ſervants 41. z maſons 
per day, from 2 8. to 2 8. 2d; wrights from 18. 8d. to 28, and 
mill-wrights as high as 28.-6dz a day-labourer from 15. 4d. to 
18. 8d; oat meal ſells at from 16s. to 175. 6d, per boll; beef 
and mutton from 46. to 7d, per lb; butter from 106. to 11d; 

cheeſe, made of ſkimmed milk, from 2d. to 3d, and of fect 
milk, from 45 to 6d; eggs at from 5d. to gd. per dozen; 
potatoes from 108. to 118. per boll; hens from 18. 2d. to 18. 
6d; and chickens from 4d. to 6d. each. 


Advantages and Hints for Improvement. The advantages of 
this pariſh ariſe from the plenty of coal, lime and free-ſtone 
in the greateſt part of it; from its vicinity to Paiſley, Port- 
Glaſgow and Greenock ; from the good roads already made, 
(including the new lines of rozd to be immediately ſer on foot) 
and from the rapid increaſe of manufaQures, which mult 
very conſiderably augment the value of the land. With 
theſe advantages, it is hoped that many of the feuers and 
farmers, who perſiſt in the old faſhioned ſyſtem of agricul- 
ture, may be induced, from the example of others, and a re- 
gard for their own intereſt, to uſe better implements of 
husbandry, to follow a proper rotation of crops, and to at- 
tempt the culture of turnips, which are particularly adapted 
+0 the ſoil of this pariſh. 


NUMBER 


I Tuynebolm and Kirk-Christ. 57 75 
NUMBER IV. 


UNITED PARISHES or TWYNE- 


(CouN TY AND PRESBYTERY OF KIRKCUDBRIGH'T, SYNOD OF 
5 GALLOWAV.) ; | 


' By the Rev. Dr. Joan Scorr, Miniſter. 


Origin of the Nama 


3 hath handed down a report, that nigh to the 
church, a great battle was fought, and a king flain. A large | 
ſingle block of granite, ſet up upon one end, is ſhown as the 
monument of the unfortunate monarch ; and ſome derive the 
name of the pariſh from the vanguiſhed being obliged to 
Toynchame, that is, to return homeward in a winding direc- 

tion, 


Form, Extent, and Situation, —The form of the united Pa- 
riſhes of Tæuynebelm, or T w3rehame, (as it is anciently and 
perhaps more properly wrote,) and Kirk-Chrift, is oblong; 
K 2 the 


— 


. . Oo ao Pon 72s.” 
ID — a : — ä ůͤ—ů— 
k * — bs > Aa — 
— — RIS = EY — — 
. 


x 
I 
* 


— 
XN — 


3 
ET 


— ß *85. =: 
— —— 7 55 —— — : „ es MAGI — - 
3 S ip os. Ee 


= T 
———— 
© R . 
26% = 
2 2 


Rs " _ 2 
. ccc 4 4 
＋ — 9 — 4 


9 
. 


— er 
NN 4” — A. 2 
e 5 — * 


... ... TH Ana D 


76 58 Statiſtical Account 


the extent! 18 about 9 mies by 23 honed, from the remoten 
| houſe in the one end to the remoteſt houſe in the other, the 


direct diſtance will not bemuch above 6 miles. The river Dee 
divides them from Kirkcudbright, upon the 5. 8. E. and 8. 
E. and the water of Tarf from Tongland upon the E: A 
ſmall bay of the ſea waſhes the coaſt from the W. to the 5. 


Surface and 8eil.—The furface is moſtly high-land, and, ſeen 


at a diſtance, looks like an elevated plain; but when entered 
upon, it riſes into knolls and arable hills, with ſmall valleys and 


ſome merſe land upon the borders of the Tarf and the Dee, 


until you approach the extremity towards the N. W. by N., 


when the view is bounded by hills covered with heath. 


The ſoil is various, and generally formed from rag, and what 1s 


called in this country, rotten flone, decompounded by the in- 
fluence of ſun and air, &c. and fallen into earth. A great part 


of the ſoil lies upon this kind of rock, and ſome of it upon 
a till bottom. There are clay, moſs, gravelly, and ſandy 

ſoils, though very little of this laſt. In general, the ſoil is 
light, dry and rich, and, when properly managed, repays the 


induſtrious farmer with en craps of graſs and corn. 


Climate and Diſeaſes —A A god deal of rain falls generally 
upon the weſt coaſt, and theſe pariſhes have their thare of 
it, but not more than what is neceſſary, conſidering the dry- 
neſs of the ſoil. —Bordering upon the Weſtern Ocean, our 
ſroſts in winter are of ſhort continuance, and ſnow very ſel- 
dom lies ſo long, as to do material damage to the ſtore far- 


mer. The height of the ground in general, the dryneſs of the 


ſoil, and the ſca air, all contribute to the health of the inha- 
bitants 3 ; fo that tor 31 years, no epidemical diſeaſe * has 
ſoil, 


About 30 years ago, the ague prevenes, but for many years it ſeems tc 
have 


4 
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been known to prevail, except the flips and meazles. 


Inoculation is almoſt univerſally practiſed amongſt all ranks, 


which prevents the ravages of that loathſome diſeaſe the 
ſmall- 7 ES 


7 on: A Fiſb, | Mills, t&c.—The variegated ſurface, | 
and the riſing hills, make this pariſh, for we ſhall now conſider 
them both as one pariſh, under the name of Twyneholm, a- 
bound in rivulets and ſprings. There are two lochs or lakes, 
the one upon the extremity of this pariſh, and dividing it 


from Girthon, called Loch-Whinnion, abounding in yellow 
trouts; the other called the Loch of Tro/trie, abounding in 


pikes. The river Dee, (which is navigable the whole way it 
runs along this pariſh, and upon which there is a ferry boat 
between it and Kirkcudbright) abounds with ſalmon, grille, 
trouts, ſea-trouts, and hirlings ; and at the ſouthern extre- 
mity of the parith, there are ſome ſmall cod and whitings 
taken by lines. The water of Tarf, (navigable for veſſels of 
50 tuns burthen up to its lower bridge, upon which, in this 
pariſh, there are a flour, a barley, and a corn“ mill, ) has 


ſome ſalmon, abounds in yellow and ſea trouts, hirlings, and 


pars, a ſmall red ſpotted trout never found but where there 


3 are falmon. The burn of Twoyneholm, which divides this pa- 


riſh in the middle, and which drives a corn and a barley mill, 
abounds in all the ſpecies of fiſh found in the water of Tart, 
except ſalmon. Another ſtream of water, which runs along 

Bo | al moſt 


have left this corner. The flow, nervous, and even an epidemical putrid fe- 
ver, frequently, during the above period, ſurrounded theſe pariſhes, and ſome 
belonging to them were brought home from neighbouring pariſhes, in the 


worſt kind, But no fever, for the above period, has either ſpread or become 
cpidemical. | 


* By corn is always meant oats in this country. 
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| oft che whole S. W. extremity of the pariſh, be if 


trouts, and alſo drives a barley and a corn mill. The Late 


of Glengape abounds in large yellow trouts. The three mills 
above mentioned are remarkably well ſituated for exporting 
their lower, barley, and meal. The corn mill lies cloſe upon 
the ſmall bay of the ſea. The other two lie, the one within a 
mile, and the other within half a mile of the harbour above 
mentioned, upon the water of Tarf, and not above two miles 
from two harbours upon the water of Dee, where veſſels of 
conſiderable burthen can eafily come. 


Population. — As the ſeſſion records have never been regu- 
larly kept, the ancient ſtate of the population cannot now 
be aſcertained. The variations, however, of the number of 


people within theſe 340 years, will appear from the follow. 


ing ſtatement. A late act of Parliament, now repealed, pre- 


vented the regiſtration of births, marriages and burials, fo 


that none has been hops for ſome years. 


STATISTICAL TABLE or THE UNITED PARISHES OF T'WyNt- 
HOLM AND KIRK-CHRIST. 


No. of ſouls in 1755, as returned to Dr 


Woebſter, . - $19 - KEE 
Ditto in 1763. LES 510 Decreaſe in 18 years 9 
Ditto in 1791, - 611 Increaſe in 8 years Ic 
Ditto in 1794, _ - 620 Ditto in 3 years 9 

Exact increaſe within theſe 40 years 101 

Acrs and Srxes, &c. Anne 1763 1791 1794 

No. of fouls 8 ycars old and vpwards, 408 493 about 500˙ 
Ditto under that age, - about * 102 118 1200 
4 519 611 620 

No. 


„ Theſe numbers are ſtated upon the uſual average. All the reſt in the + 
taps table were taken from different accurate enumerations, 


u the + 


of Twynebolm and Kirk-Chriſt. 


No. oi males, 8 
— Females, 
— Widewers,: ˙ 4 
L Widows, - - 8 


——— Perſons under 10 years of age 


— — Between Io and 20 


-- 20 and 50 


— — and 7 


— 70 and go 


3 — — $ and 96 


 ConDITIONS, PROFESSIONS, &c. 


No. of proprietors, reſident, 8 
— ditto non-reficent, 1 
— farmers and cottagers, and F 
ttheir families, — 1 
No. of tailors, - 10 
— Weavers, - 7 
— maſons, - i | 5 
— joiners, - 5 
— Smiths, | - 2 
— Millers, — 3 
— Shoe-makers, - 2 
— Miniſters, - 2 
—— Surgeons, - 1 
—— School maſters, — I 
—= Scholars, - - 60 
—— Poor on the roll, 7 


—— Houſes poſſeſſed by families, 12) 
—— Ditto by individuals, 10 


| —— Twins born in the par iſi f, 10 


; Anno 1763 1791 
7 pe e 233 

5 86 

. - 303 

4 FE 68 

- — 12 

1 8 = 4 

In all 620 


Cod rar and RxTLidION. 
No. of Perſons born in Ireland, a- 


bout - „ 
— —-- inthe Iſle of Man, 3 
— Antiburgher Seceders, 2 
—— Roman Catholics, 2 


RENT, Srock, &c. 
Valued rent in Scotch money, L. 2795 


Real ditto— Sterling t, 2960 
No. of horſes, 3 IST =). 
— — Black cattle, - 914 
—— Milk. cows, 3 a3 
—— Sheep, - 2.390 

8 Goats, 80 
— Ploughs, - - 50 
—— Carts, | 43 70 
— Ditto in 1763 J, 1 


— Buſhels of oats ſold annual- 
ly out of the pariſh, 10, 5 20 


— Ditto of barley, 1420 
— d Ditto of potatoes, 160 
Manufadtures 


+ Five women were delivered of theſe twins within the courſe of two years. 


{ In this eſtimate, the grounds poſſeſſed by the proprietors are calculated 


in proportion to the rents at which the others are let. 


J At that period, though marl had lung been uſed as a manure, it was 


carried 4 bags on the backs ol horſcs. 
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Manufacture: and V. lage. Several years ago, a gentleman 


generally eſteemed, and of a remarkable mechanical genius, 
under the patronage of Loxů Dar, built a houſe in this 
pariſh, not far from the river Dee, for diſtilling Britiſh ſpi- 
rits. An alteration in the diſtillery laws, and other circum- 


Rances, occaſioned him very ſoon to drop this branch of 


buſineſs ; upon which he propoſed to convert the houſe in- 


to a manufacturing houſe for cotton; but the ſtagnation of 
this branch of buſineſs put an immediate ſtop to that under- 
taking alſo. It is now, by the ſame gentleman, joined in com- 
pany with others, under the ſame patronage, converted in- 
to a woollen manufacture; and they have erected a tealing, 
or ſcribling, and a carding machine, which are driven by a 


{mall ſtream of water; they have alſo ſeveral hand jeanies. 
Upon account of ſome improvements made in the machi- 
nery, they have greater demands for their yarn, than others 


engaged in this branch of buſineſs : and if the war now raging, 
the failure of credit in general, the ſcarcity of money, or the 
increaſing value of that article, do not put a ſtop to this ma- 
nufacture, a village begun nigh the above building will ra- 
pidly increaſe, and increaſe not only the population of this 
parith, but that of Kirkcudbright alſo. There are, properly 


ſpeaking, as yet no villages in this pariſh ; for a few houſes 
built upon the military road below the church, and the be- 


gun village above mentioned, do not deſcrve that name. 


State of Property, Rents, Sc. More than the one half of 
the parifh in value, though not in extent, belongs to the Earl 


of SELKIRK. His Lordlhip's rents, however, amount not to 
the one half at preſent. Eight of the proprietors, either farm 


the whole, or a part of their own lands. The average reut 


of the arable land, except three farms in the N. part, runs 
from 
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from 105. to 11. Sterling per acre. "There are two farms let 


for grazing, without the liberty of plowing, for 11. 15. and 
11. 38. Sterling per acre. Since 1763, the arable land vields 


above four times the rent it drew then: And one farm, be- 
longing to the Earl of SRLKIRx, yields 14 times the rent it 
paid in the year 1761; yet the rents are better paid, and 


the farmers live better, than they did at that period. 


Cultivation, Inclaſures, &c.—This is a country fully bet- 


ter calculated for grazing than for the plough, though it 


produces large crops when properly reſted and manured. 
Hence the beſt farmers have conſtantly in view the me- 
oration of their graſs. Though ſenfible of the benefit of 


incloſures, and even willing to pay 72d. per cent per annum 


of the money laid out upon them, very little as yet is effectu- 


ally done in that way, owing to our {tones being hurt by theac- 
tion of the ſun and air, which makes the fences ſoon give way; 
aur ground, interrupted by rocky and gravelly knolls, renders 
hedging and ditching ineffectual, unleſs a degree of labour, 
care, and attention be given them, which the farmer has nei- 
time nor inclination to beſtow. The want of wood fer 
coping expoſes the young thorns to the ravages. of cattle ; 


and a polled Galloway cow, if once the can thruſt in her 
noſe, with ſhut eyes will force her way through a ſtrong 


hedge. To remedy theſe defects, Lord SELKIEK plants his 


| hedges in a ſtone facing, and builds up the [tones for coping 


and fencing. One thing is ſtill wanting; viz. that his Lord- 
ſhip ſhould agree with a gardener, or ſkilful workman, to keep 


his hedges in proper order, at ſo much per rood, tae tenants 
| paying the expence along with the rent; this he has alrcady 
done with reſpect to clearing his eſtate of moles. 
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7 Manures.—The manures uſed are ſhell marl, fea ſhelts, 
water lathing, paring and burning the ſurface, and dung. 


Shell marl, as a manure in this part of Scotland, was firſt 


diſcovered and uſed in this pariſh, it being above 60 years 
ſince it was applied for that purpoſe. Of all manures, when 
the ground is gently uſed, and not worn out by the plough, 
it remains the longeſt; its effects are moſt conſpicuous upon 


the gcaſs, producing the different clovers, particularly the 


white, and graſſes of the beſt quality and kinds; and cauſing a 
great luxuriance in their growth, and deepneſs of green in 
their colour. The quantity laid upon an acre is from 40 to 
60 cart loade, drawn by two horſes. There is ſtill a large 


quantity of this excellent manure in the pariſh, part'cularly 
in Lord SELKIRK's grounds. Sea ſhells are of two kinds; 
thoſe that are brought in by every tide, into the ſmall bay at 


the S. corner of the pariſh, and carted off at the ebb; and a 
pretty large bank running along the fide bay, and beneath an 


arable field, called dry land oils. The firſt, wet with a con- 
ſiderable mixture of ſand, are heavier to lead, but ſpeedicr 
in their effect. The quantity laid upon an acre of each is 
ſrom 20 to 30 tons. Lime brought from England, and land- 
ed at the ſide of the Dee, or the Tarſf, coſts the farmer 1s. 
Sterling, the Carlyſle buſhel of ſhells, equal to three Wincheſ⸗ 
ter buſhels. From 30 to 76 buſhels unſlacked are laid upon 
an acre. Leading a ſtream of water over the ſurface of a 
ley field with the plough or the ſpade, called water-tathing, 
prevailed very much formerly in this pariſh, before the uſe 
of the forementioned manures became fo general, and produ- 
ced excellent grain and graſs. It leaves the land hard bound, 


and unſit ſor the other manures, which produce little or 


no effect upon water-tathed land; and it cannot be repeated 
with any profit but at a conſiderable diſtance of time, except 
| | upon 
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upon meadow and graſs grounds. Paring and burning is 


in general the worſt huſbandry, except upon a deep moſſy 


ſoil, with a clay bottom; when ſo much of the moſs is burnt. 
as to allow the plough to reach the clay, and mingle it, moſs 


and aſhes together; then it produces luxuriant crops of grain 


and graſs. Dung, the principal manure in farming, is too 
little attended to in this country: The want of incloſures 
and ftraw yards, molt of the cattle lying out in winter, are all 


_ reaſons why ſo little attention is paid to this valuable article. 
What is collected is generally expended upon our third crop 


ground, in producing potatoes and a few turnips. One of 
the three firſt are generally laid on ley, or ground unbroken 
up; and if laid on at leaſt one year before it is plowed, they 
gradually fink into the ground, mix with the roots of the | 
graſs, are productive the firſt year, and do not fo ſoon fink 

out of the reach of the plough. Sometimes they are laid 
upon 2 fallow, and the author has known them laid in the 
month of May upon the ſpringing corn. : 


Ploughs, Crops, c.—Our ploughs, light, drawn by two 
horſes, or three when old ley is broken up, without a driver; 
are moſtly of the Engliſh kind, with the Scotch head, which 
is found to anſwer beſt in ſtony ground. Though formerly 
the ox plough generally prevailed, yet it was totally laid a- 
de, till Lord Dag revived it, by uſing both oxen and heif- 
ers on a farm which he is improving in this pariſh. One of 
the three firſt kinds of manure above mentioned being laid u- 
pon the ground, it is ſown with oats the firſt two years. The 
third year dung being laid upon the field, if the farmer can 
procure this article, it is partly planted with potatoes, and ſown 
with turnips, and the reſt of the field either ſown with peaſe 
2nd beans, or left fallow, The fourth year, it is ſown with 
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barley, rye graſs, rib'd graſs, and the different clovers, cut 
for hay one year, and paſtured 8, then again broken up for 


corn. Wheat ſeldom turns out a profitable crop, owing to 


the wetneſs of our climate, and other cauſes. 


Experiments tried with our rotten-ſtone quarries, where 


the three firſt kind of manures are not to be obtained, ni: ight 
have a happy effect. In many places remote from theſe arti- 
ficial manures, moſs and turf are plenty. Kilns made of ſod; 
or turf might be erected, and the half dried peats burnt to 


athes, at no great expence, which are well known to be an 


excellent manure for turnips, graſs and grain. There are dif- 


ſerent opinions, with reſpect to the quantity, to be laid upon 


an acre, of the manures of the firſt three claſſes mentioned ; 
| ſome thinking a ſmaller quantity, frequently repeated, beſt ; o- 


thers, a large quantity laid on at once, and not repeated for 
ſome conſiderable length of time. This depends in a good. 
meaſure upon the ſoil, and upon the manner of cropping the 
land. When the ground is treated, as above mentioned, and 


is kept ſo long in paſture, the large quantities are, perhaps, 


beſt, as having the moſt effect upon the graſs ; and as it is by 
fermentation theſe manures operate, ſuch a quantity, as wil 


fully promote this, will be found neceffary, while a ſmal— 
ler. quantity will only produce a partial fermentation ; as 
beer, not having a ſufficient quantity of yelt, is always mud- 


dy, Puggith and never clears. 


Prices of Labour and Proviſions. A farm fervant reccives 


from 61. to gl. Sterling yearly, beſides lodging, waſting, and 
food. A cottager's benefit, when converted into money, a- 


mounts to about 151. Sterling yearly. A reaper in harveſt 
receives from 178. to il. 5s. during the ſeaſon. A woman 
ſervant from 21. to 41. Sterling yearly. A day-labourer's 

Wage 
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wages are from 10d. and 1s. in winter, to 18. and 1s. 6d. in 
ſummer, without victuals: A maſon's and joiner's per day, 


without meat 18. 6d: A taylor's 8d. wich victuals. The prices 


of all forts of proviſions frequently vary, and depend very 


much upon the Whitehaven, Liverpool, and Glaſgow mar- 


kets, to which we have ready and eafy acceſs by ſea. 


Horſes and Black Cattle There are a good number of hor- 
tes bred in this pariſh, both for uſe and ſale. They are 
moſily of the draught kind. he old breed of Galloways, ſo 
highly valued for ſpirit and ſhape, and which continued a 
long time after the wreck of the Spaniſh Armada, when ſeve- 


ral ſtallions were thrown upon this coaſt, is almoſt entirely, if 
not totally extinct. The price of our horſes is from «cl. to 30l. 


Sterling. Our cattle, fo highly valued by the Norfolk farmers, 
are for the moſt part polled, long haired, ſhort and thick leg- 
ged for their height, ſtraight backed, round bodied, well ſpread 

at the loins, and deep dew-lapped. Our calves fuck their 
mother z none are ſold to the butchers z the males are cut 


young, the females generally 2bout one year old; and when 


cut, or /paved, they then with us obtain the name of heifers. 
At one year old, they will bring from 21. to 51. Sterling; at 


| two they will bring from 4al*to gl; at three from 61 to 10). 
The beſt of our two-year-olds are almoſt always ſent with 


our three-year-olds to the Engliſh market. Our farmers can- 
not be too careful to preſerve this breed; for any trials to 
meliorate it by cro{/ing with other bulls, have hitherto failed. 


A gentleman in this country, who had a large dairy, remark- 


able for rearing the beſt cattle, and who kept and fed them till 
a proper age, when he ſent them with other cattle which he 
bought from his tenants, to the Engliſh market, to try an ex- 

periment, 
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: periment, bought one of Mr Bakerwe!/*s bulls. He put the 
half of his cows to this, and the other half to a Moorland 


bull, bred upon his own eſtate. He fed the product equal- 


7 ly, till they were ſent to market at Norfolk, when thoſe bred 
from the Galloway bull, brought conſiderably more money 
than the others, beſides being eaſier to feed. 


Sheep ond Nos. Our Sheep are of five kinds. In the up- 


per part of this pariſh, where there are two ſheep farms, the 
flocks are of two different kinds: the one, a ſmall ſheep, with 


flecked or ſprittle face and legs, and fine wool. This bree 
has been from time immemorial in the country. The other, 
black Faced and black legged, with large coarſe wool, brought 
lately from the head of Nithſdale. The woo! of the firſt kind 


fells at from 8s. to 10s. per ſtone; the wool of the other at 
from 48. to'6s. In the lower part of the pariſh, there is the 
long legged Engliſh Mug, with wool, long, fine, and fit for 
combing ; and the broad ſhort legged, fine, ſhort woolled 


kind, called the Culley breed. There is a fifth breed, of the 


ſmall, white faced, ſhort fine woolled ſpecies, which differ in 
nothing from the Cheviot breed. The wool of theſe different 
kinds ſells at from 1 28. to 168. per ſtone : 28lb. Avoirdupois 
makes our ſtone of wool. Lord Darts, who, in many in- 
ſtances, has materially contributed to the advantage of this 
country, has introduced a breed from a Spaniſh ram in his 
poſſeſſion ; but as yet, there has not been time to reap the 


| benefit of this improvement. 


Woods and Plantations'-—The old timber found in our mot 


3 1 * 


ſes ſhows plainly, that woods had formerly abounded in this 


pariſh, though they are now entirely gone, except the abqve 
mentioned wood at the old Caſtle of Cumpſton. There arc 
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ſome other ſmall plantations, in different parts. But, in a 


few years, the riſing grounds along the Dee fide oppoſite to 


St. Mary's iſle will be covered with wood, Lord DAER having 
already planted with different kinds of trees a great many Ep 
acres of ground, and deſigning to adorn ; Lord Selkirk's ex- 
tenſive eſtate, in this and the neighbouring pariſhes, with ſcat- 
tered plantations. Wood, indeed, unlefs ſheltered from the 
W. or S. W. winds, does not thrive. Northern and Eaſtern 


expoſures are the beſt in this country, for planting every 


kind of trees. 


Fuel. —Peats, turfs, and furze, or whins, were the general 
fuel of the inhabitants of this pariſh till lately. The moſſes 
in the lower part of the pariſh being exhauſted, and the im- 
provement of the land having in a great meaſure baniſlied 


the furze, coals from Whitehaven, the duty being now ta- 


2n of, are the fuel already uſed by a great number of the 
inhabitants of this part of the pariſh, The Northern part 
ſtill make uſe of peats and turfs, as the moſſes abound in that 
quarter. The coals are fold for a guinea per ton, as it is cal- 
led, though it conſiſts of 36 cwt. 


Church, School, and Por —The church, which is placed ex- 
actly in the center of the pariſh, at the ſide of the military 


road, where three other roads meet, was built in the year 


1730, and the manſe in 1763. The ſtipend is 59 1. 178. 6d, 


ail paid in money. The glebe conſiſts of near 30 acres, 


being the two glebes of Kirk-Chriſt and Twynehame joined 
together at the church. The Earl of Selkirk is patron.-- There 
is an eſtabliſhed ſchool hard by the church; the number of 
icholars is about ſixty. If once a houſe was built, and other 
bonds, provided for the {chool-maſter, were ſettled, the living 

will 
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will be worth between 30 J. and 40 l. Sterling vearly.—The 


poor are liberally ſupplied by the weckly collections, and by 


the private charity of the inhabitants, who are oppreſſed by 


Iriſh beggars and other vagrants ; owing to the military road, 


from the border of England, to Port-Patrick paſſing through 


the midſt of the pariſh. There is no ſunk money belonging 
to it. 


| Roads and Bridget. In the year 1763, there were no good 
roads in this pariſh ; a little after that period, the military 
Toad from the border of England to Port-Patrick was made, 


which paſſes through the midſt of the pariſh, and has contri- 
byted greatly to the improvement of the country. Aſter 


this, a road was made to Kirkcudbright, by the bridge of 


Tongland, which parts from the military road at the church 
of Twyneholm, and another road from the military road at 
the Gatehouſe of Fleet to Kirkcudbright, by the ferry boat 
over the Dee, which paſſes through this parith. An A of 


Parliament to convert the ſtatute labour, contributes in ſome 


meaſure to keep all theſe roads, except the military one, in 
repair. But the beſt directed roads in the pariſh, are two 
from the church of Twynchame, (the one to the ferry boat 
of Kirkcudbright, and the other to the bay at the extremity 
of the pariſh); and a third from the ferry along the ſide of 


the Dee, till it joins the latter one at the ſaid bay; opening 
an eaſy communication from Kirkcudbright to the pariſh of 


Borgue, and a ſpacious bay called Ba/mangan Bay. Theſe laſt 
mehtioned roads were planned and directed by Lord Dar, 
and executed moſtly at his expence. As good roads are the 
firſt and moſt neceſſary improvement in any country, though 
much hath been done, yet there ſtill remains much to do, not 
only in this parith, but in every part of the country; and as 

| th 
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the converſion money at the preſent rate is totally inadequate, 

ſome other method muſt be adopted. Upon theſe accounts, 
the above mentioned noble perſon propoſed a bill to the 
county for their approbation, drawn up on the moſt liberal, 
and at the ſame time the moſt equal plan. Oppoſition was 
made to it through miſtake, through prejudice, and through 

party, and a clamour raiſed againſt it, which obliged it to be 
dropt for the preſent; but till ſome ſuch plan is adopted, our ; 
roads will go to ruin, and will never be conducted upon a 
liberal plan. The bridges are four; one over the Tarf, near 
the foot of that river, one over the Kirk-burn of Twyneholmz 
pon the military road nigh the church, and two others over 


'maller ſtreams. 


Antiquities y. There are the remains of two old buildings 
in this pariſh, both of them belonging to the Earl of Selkirk: 
The one, called the Caſile of Cumpffone, is placed in a pleaſant. 
ftuation, nigh to the junction of the rivers Tarf and Dee, ſur- 
rounded with a ſmall ſpot of natural wood, the only one in- 
deed in the pariſh. The other old building is ſituated in the 
farm of Nuntown, oppolite to St Mary's Ille. There are two 

Vol. XV. N | Doons, 


+ A gentleman who lived in this pariſh, and polleſied an eſtate in it, and 

who died ſome years ago upwards of 80, acquainted the writer, that in the 
21d burial place of T wyneholm, which was ſituated about a gun-ſhot from 
te preſent, nigh one of the doons, and not far from three of the moats, 
(ut of which no veſtige now remains, it being part of a corn fielg,) there was 
turned up by laboutrers employed by him to remove part of an old fence, a 
round piece of gold which he ſuppoſed to be the handle of a coffin. This 
vice he ſent to Edinburgh, and received for it only three guineas, the perſori 
that bought it alledging that it was not gold; but, as he obſerved, if it had 
not been ei that metal, the dealer would not have given fo much. 
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Doons , five moats, and a hill oppoſite to two of them, cal- 
led the Gallows Hill ; but, as the figure, uſe, and deſign of 
_ theſe relicts of antiquity have been fo often explained by 
| others, a repetition here 1 is unneceſſary. | 


Propoſed Jorma) There | is a creek at the ſide of the 


Dee, very nigh the manufacturing houſe formerly mentioned, 
that might eaſily be turned into a good harbour, ſheltered 


from every ſtorm. The adjacent held is commodious for wet 


and dry docks, ſuch as they have at Liverpool; the ſtream 


of water that drives the machinery would ſerve to clean 
them; ſpring tides 30 feet perpendicular; and there is at the 
ſame time conſiderably more than 17 feet of water upon the 


barr at the mouth of the river. A great road opened from 
the kirk of Twyneholm to the N. N. W. through an open- 


ing in the hill of Glengape, would give acceſs to manure 
landed in the Tarf or the Dee, for wild and barren grounds. 


Dijſadvantages.— The wetneſs of our climate, the ſcarcity 
of fuel, and no rock ſalt wpon our coaſt, with other cauſes, 
render that neceſſary article at times ſcarce and dear. For 
theſe two years paſt, the ſcarcity of this article has been 
ſo great, about the term of Martinmas, as materially to hurt 
the ſale of our fat cattle. This might be eaſily remedied by 
allowing rock ſalt to be imported, or falt ready made from 
Liverpool, at the Scotch duties. One of theſe meaſures ought to 

wa OH os be 


+ Some time ago, there was raiſed from beneath a heap of ſtones, not far 
from that ſpot, what appeared like a coffin made up of different ſtones, in 


which was ſound an inſtrument reſembling a hammer, and ſome coins; but 
{> of what metal the inſtrument was made, or where to be found, or of what, 


kind the coins were, no information can now be obtained. There have been 
ſeveral coins found nigh to theſe moats, but none of them are preſerved. 
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be adopted, or ſmuggling will become general. The varie- 


ty of aweights and meaſurts, which univerſally prevails both in 
England and Scotland, demands the attention of the Legiſla- 
ture. In London a ſtone weight of ſeveral commodities is 16 hbs 


avoirdupoize; in Liverpool, or Whitehaven, the ſame nominal 
quantity of the ſame goods is only 14 lib. ditto ; in Dumfries, 


or in that part of this county that lies upon the other ſide 


of the river Urr, a Scotch {tone of any commodity is 24 libs 3 


in New Galloway, which is in the fame county, it is 26Ib, and 
in all this part of the country round Kirkcudbright, it is 28 
libs. ditto : In other places, only 22 libs. make the ſtone. 


Almoſt every county in England has its bſbel, and every 


county in Scotland its peck, all differing one from another. | 


The Wincheſter buſhel is now generally uſed in this county, 


to meaſure all ſorts of grain; and an hundred weight of pota- 
toes and a peck are the fame. 


Character and Manners. —The people in general are chear- 
ful, ſober, induſtrious, and humane; of an aſpiring and in- 
dependent ſpirit. There are not at preſent above four men 
in the ſtation of ſervants, that were bora and educated in 


this pariſh. Seventeen young men, if not more, within 


thete few years, have gone to England, America, and the 


Weſt Indies, in the mercantile line; three to the ſea ; belides 
{ ſeveral families that emigrated before the commencement of 
the American war. Since the year 1763, there is a vaſt dif- 


ference in the houſes, dreſs and manner of living. There 
were then only two houſes covered with ſlate ; now there are 
about thirty. Engliſh broad cloth, and fancy veſts of cot- 
ton, are the dreſs of the men, when they go to church or 
market. Silk cloaks and bonnets, printed gowns, and cotton 
ſtockings, the dreſs of the women. In the year 1763, there 
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were only three families in which tea was occaſionally drunk. 

Now it is uſed in every family. In 1763, at Martin- 
mas, there were not more than three beeves killed in the 
pariſh, our remoteneſs from public market making it neceſ- 
fary to ſalt proviſions for winter; now there are about forty, 

beſides a great many ſwine, a pig being kept and fed by al- 
moſt every houſeholder, together with lamb and muiton in 
ſummer and harveſt ; butcher meat, of one kind or another, 
making a great part of the diet of the farmers and their ſer- 
vants, which, perhaps, is cheaper upon the whole, than the 
low diet upon which they were formerly fed. 
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NUMBER V. 
PARISH or URQUHART, 


(CounT? AND PRESBYTERY OE ELGIN, SYNOD oF Mokar.) 


By the Rev. Mr William GorDon, Miniſter. 


Name, Extent, and Situation, c. 


15 etymology of the name cannot be aſcertained wich 
preciſion. If it be of Gaelic extraction, ſome information 
may be received from thoſe quarters where that language is 
underſtood. There are other two pariſhes of the ſame name, 


the one a few miles from Inverneſs, and in that county; the 


other in Roſs- hire. This pariſh extends about 4 miles from E. 
to W. and 3 from N. to S; and lies at an equal diſtance from 
Elgin on the W. and the river Spey on the E 3 the poſt road 
palling along it on the 8. 


Surface, Sea Coaſt, Fuel, c. — That part of the pariſh 
which lies to the N. W. is flat and low, riſing a few feet on- 
above the level of the ſea, and has probably, at ſome for- 

mer 
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mer period been covered by water, as there are evident 
marks of the ſea having receded from the coaſt : The ref 


is a good deal more elevated, and of an unequal waving fur. 


face. The ſea coaſt, which is about 4 miles in extent, is 


low and ſandy; it contains no creek nor landing place of 


any kind. Our grain, which is our only article of exporta- 
tion, is ſhipped from Speymouth or Loſsiemouth; and our 


great article of importation, which is coals, is imported at 
the ſame harbours; the former of which is at the diſtance of 
4 miles, and the other of 6. It is proper here to mention, 


that this, as well as ſeveral other neighbouring pariſhes, was 


1 formerly ill ſupplied with fuel 0 but now, that article is ren. 
dered much leſs expenſive, by taking off the high duty on 


coals, that was laid on with little attention to political e- 
conomy, and which has lately been aboliſhed by the ex- 
ertions of a great ſtateſman; to whom this country is more 
obliged on account of that meaſure, and many others, than 
to any other native of this part of the united kingdom. 
Climate, &. The air is dry and ſalubrious, and the peo- 


ple in general healthy; there are, however, few inſtances of 


remarkable longevity to be met with. The climate here, like 


that of all that narrow tract of land, which lies along the ſouth 
fide of the Moray Firth, is mild and temperate to an extra- 
ordinary degree: Its ſuperiority, in that reſpect, over the 


High country, is moſt remarkable in the ſpring months. Of 
ten in that ſeaſon, while all the operations of husbandry are 


going forward in the low parts of Moray, there are many 


places in the high country, diſtant only a few miles, where 


taefe operations meet with a total interruption, from the in- 
tenſene' 
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tenſeneſs of the froſts, and from deep falls of ſnow. * Our 
winters likewiſe, in general, are ſo open, that ſeveral plants 
commonly ranked amongſt the hot-hovſe diviſion, ftand 
throughout that ſeaſon in the gardens of Innes, . to 
the open air, and loſe little of their verdure. 


Soil and Cultivation; Se- The ſoil is various, and, though in 
general light and ſandy, is of a kindly and fertile nature, ex- 


ceedingly well adapted for raiſing turnips, potatoes, barley, and 


all kinds of artificial grafſes. And a conſiderable part of it 
would be extremely fit for wheat, if there were any opportuni- 
ty of procuring ſufficient quantities of manure. Notwithſtand- 
ing the mildneſs of the climate, and the kindlineſs of the ſoil, 
agriculture has made but flow advances. Some patches of 
turnips are indeed to be ſeen, and a few acres are ſown with 
graſs ſeeds; but the fields in general are rather in a ſtate of 
bad cultivation. This ſeems to be occaſioned, in a great 
meaſure, by the expence and difficulty of conſtructing ſuf- 


ficient incloſures; there being no ſtone quarries in the pa- 
rith, nor any ſtones in the fields fit for this purpoſe ; and 


thorn hedges are ſo long of coming to perfection, and ſo dif- 


ficult to be fenced when they are young, that no tenant, on 


a leaſe of ordinary endurance, can attempt them with any 
proſpect 


* It may likewiſe be obſerved, as a farther proof of the excelleney of this 
climate, that in the end of the laſt, and beginning of the preſent century, 
while there was ſo great a deficiency in the crops, in many parts of Scot. 
land, as bordered on a famine, owing to the cold and wet ſeaſons; in Moray, 
at that period, the land was ſo productive, as not only to ſupply its own in- 
habitants, but alſo to ſpare conſiderable quantities of grain for the ſubſiſc- 
ence of their neighbours. And it is a fact well aſcertained, that in thoſe years 
ot ſcarcity and dearth, people came from the ſhire of Angus, to purchaſe 
dat meal iu this country, for which they paid at the rate of 30 8. per bull, 
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proſpect of ſucceſs. The farms alſo are of too ſmall extent 
tor carrying on any ſubſtantial improvements in agriculture, 
There are a few that may contain from 60 to 100 acres; ; 
but the common run 1s * 20 to ** 


5 80 Rents 1 Ploughs, Sc. — The rent of land varies 


according to the nature of the ſoil; there are ſome fields let 
for 208. per acre, while others are below 10s. ; the average 
rent may be {rom 105. to 155, "The ploughs, of which there 


are above 109, ſome of Englith, ſome of Scotch conſtruction, 
are drawn chiefly by a pair of horſes. In this branch of 
farming, an improvement has been introduced about 20 years 
ago, which now begins to be pretty generat'y adopted; that 


15, plowing with two oxen, harneſſed in the tame manner 4s 
horſes. This method is warmly recommended, and the ad- 


vantages of it fully. explained by the late Lord Kates, in his 
book called The Gentleman Farmer. 


Produce, 3 Sc. The produce of this pariſh, con- 
ſiſts principally of barley and oats; beſides ſupplying the in- 


habitants, it exports annual y a conſiderable quantity of grain; 


which muſt increaſe yearly, partly by the increaſing improve- 
ments of a agriculture, but chiefly by the uſe of potatoes, which 
are now amol unirerſally cultivated, and during a great part 

ef the year, are, in a manner, the principal ſu>Sitenc ce of a 
conſiderable number of the inhabitants. This food, Which 
at firſt was not in general uſe, becomes more and more ſo e- 
very day, from the various modes that have been diſcovered 
of dreſſing it, by different ſeaſonings, at little or no expence. 
They make an excellent diſh with milk, but above all with 
onions, which are raiſcd4 in abundance in this coun ty, and 


ſold at ſuch a moderate price, as te come within the reach 


| of the pooreſt inhabitant, 


” 
* - * 1 


ent 
Ire, 
883 


ries 
Tet 
rage 
nere 
lon, 
1 of 
ears 
that 
r as 
ad- 


1 his 


con- 
e in- 
rain; 
roves 


2 
iniecn 


of Urquhart. _ * 


* State of Property, Plantations, &c.—Four fifths of this 


pariſh are the property of the Earl of Fire *, whoſe planta- 
tions are executed with uncommon taſte and judgement, 
and add much to the beauty and ornament of the country. 
In ſome places, he has planted moors and hills of great ex- 
tent, but what makes the moſt beautiful appearance, is a num- 
ber of little riſing grounds, all of which he has covered with 
fngular good taſte, and fo as to make their appearance with 
rclation to each other extremely beautiful. In all theſe plan- 
tations, the Scotch fir at preſent predominates ; but his Lord- 
ſhip every year cauſes a great many of theſe to be cut down, 
and the voids to be filled up with beech, oak and other de- 


ciduous trees d. Beſides theſe plantations, Lord FifE has 


planted hedges, and hedge rows in particular places along 
the high ways, that ſhew much fancy, and will afford con- 
ſiderable utility and warmth ; the hedge rows, before they 
were planted, were pollards of a conſiderable ſize, and are 


| thriving exceedingly well. A ſmall plantation, at the place 


where the road to the houſe of Innes leaves the high road, 
two miles eaſt of Elgin, from the beauty of its lines, muſt 
ſtrike every traveller, and the hedge rows are continued a 


| conſiderable length along the high road. In mentioning the 


high road, it is but juſtice to Lord FiFE to let it be known, 
Vo. V. * Rn | "that 


* About 26 years ago, his Lordſhip purchaſed the eltate of Innes; and 


being at that time proprietor of conſiderable eſtates in the adjacent pariſhes ; 


| the eſtate of Innes, and the lands of Urquhart, lately acquired by an exchange 


with the family of Gordon, he became poſſeſſed of ſo large a tract of proper- 
ty all contiguous, and comprehending a great variety of ground, that he has 


been enabled to execute plantations of very large extent. 


§ Previous to the year 1779, at which period about one half of theſe 


| plantations were formed, there were always planted in each acre 3000 Scotch 


irs; Since that time the proportion has only been 1200 to each acre, 
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that ſince he became proprietor of Innes, all the highways 


within the pariſh have been properly attended to, judictouily 
directed, and, by a regular application of the ſtatute labour, 
kept in a ſtate of good repair +. The only other heritor is 


Mr IN xEs of Leuchars t, who has about one fifth of the 
real rent of the pariſh. He is at uncommon. pains to raiſe 


and fence hedges; he has planted ſtripes and belts about the 
ground round his houſe to a very conſiderable extent, beſides 


ſeveral clumps ſimilar to thoſe executed by Lord Firs. Theſe 
clumps, like his Lordſhip's, at preſent conſiſt chiefly of Scotch 
firs ; but the plantations around his farm, and about his houſe, 


are all deciduous trees of the beſt kinds; oak, aſh, and witch 


elm, with a proper mixture of larix, which are all uncom- 


monly well preſerved, beſides being kept under the hoe for 


ſeveral years after they are planted. The water of Loſſy runs 
through the property of this gentleman ; that river ſwells 
ſometimes to a great height, and frequently flooded the low 
ground on each fide; but of late, with great induſtry and 
merit, embankments have been conſtructed, that will contain 
the river, and in a great meaſure prevent future inundations : 


| By this circumſtance the value of his lands is conliderably 


raiſed. | 
Lakes, 


4+ The houſe of Innes, one of Lord Fiſc's numerous ſeats, had been many 
years ago partly deſtroyed by accidental fire. Since his Lordſhip became its 
polſeſſor, it has been repaired at a very conſiderable expence, and fitted up 
in the molt {aſnionable ſtile; a large addition has been made to the gardens, 
ard the grounds about the houſz have been laid out in the beſt taſte; the 
whole makes now one of the moſt pleaſant and elegant places of reſidence in 


the North, 


+ Before Mr Inves ſucceeded to this eſtate, it had been in the poſſeſſion 
of a genticman M paid very little attention to improvements of any kind. 
Since the preſent gentleman” became proprietor, it-has undergone a very 
vrcat alteration to the better, | | 
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| Lakes, Fiſh, Water Pals, c. There is one lake in this 


_ pariſh called the Loch of Cotts. Pike is the only fiſh it con- 
tains: In winter it is frequented by a conſiderable number 
of ſwans, and, in the ſpring and autumn, by flocks of geeſe, 


ducks, and other water fowls. At the upper part of the 


pariſh, there is another lake called Lochnabeau, partly in this 


pariſh, and partly in Lhanbryd. Lochnabeau is in the middle 
of what was formerly an extenſive bare moor; about 20 years 
ago Lord Firs planted the moor, and particularly carried his 

plantations round the verge of the Jake. Theſe plantations 

are now far advanced, and by their vicinity to the water, 
which is uncommonly limpid and clear, form a moſt beauti- 
ful and delightful ſcene. | 


Stags.-—This improvement, however, has been attended 


with one inconvenience. In ſome ſevere winters, ſeveral 


years ago, a few ſtags and hinds came down to the low coun- 
try from the Duke of Gordon's foreſts of Glenfiddich and 
Glenavon ; of late years they have taken up their reſidence in 


the neighbourhood of Lochnabeau, and the plantations a- 


round it, and are become ſo fond of their new habitation, 
that they have never returned to their native foreſts; on the 


_ contrary, they increaſe every year, by breeding, and by the 
addition of freſh emigrants. Thefe animals make a very 
fine appearance, and afford much pleaſure and amuſement 
to the ſportſman ; it is therefore to be regretted that they are 


ſo hurtſul to plantations and agriculture. Throughout the 
ſummer, they paſture in the night time on the corns ; in the 
winter on turnips ; and in the ſpring, as the winter crops of 
rye and wheat are then fartheſt advanced, they are particular- 
ly deſtruCtive to them; but the ſtems of potatoes ſeem to be 
their ſavourite ſood, as they are known to paſs through fields 
of corn in order to brouſe on them. Upon the whole, it were 
N 2 | much 


100 Srͤltatzſtical Account 


purpoſe of extirpating thoſe deſtructive animals. I need 
hardly ſay that the nobleman I mean is the Earl of Mona. 
I theſe plantations have attracted the deer to this corner, it 
has been remarked that they have not been favourable to 


the increaſe of hares and patridges : this may be owing to 


the protection which they afford to beaſts and birds of prey. 


Were gentleman to give ſmall premiums for the deſtruction 


of theſe vermin, it would prove more effectual in preſerving 
the game and increaſing its numbers, than all the game laws 
that eyer were, or ever will be enacted, 

Church, School, and Poor. The preſent incumbent, who i 
a bachelor, had his preſentation from the Duke of Gordon ; 


but the patronage of the church has ſince been conveyed. 


to the Earl of Fife, at the time that the exchange of lands 
took place between his Lordſhip and the family of Gordon. 
The ſtipend, by a decree obtained February 1793, is 8 chal- 
ders victual and 4ol. Sterling, including 51. for communion 
elements. The glebe conſiſts of 5 Scotch acres. Some 
years ago, the miniſter entered into a contract with the heri- 


tors, for keeping the manſe and offices in repair during his 


incumbency, for which he receives an annuity of 1 51. Ster- 


ling, beſides 3ol. paid per advance. The church was com- 
pletely repaired about 18 years ago.—A new ſchool-houſe 


was then built; the ſchool-maſter's falary i is 12 bolls of oat 
meal, and 6 bolls of barley. —The average number of poor in 
this pariſh ; is about 20. The funds for their ſupport. ariſe 
from the Weekly collections at church, which amount to 101. 

yearly 


much to be wiſhed, that they were either driven back to their 
_  antient habitation, or utterly exterminatcd. The laſt mea- 
ſure has been ſucceſsfully followed by a worthy nobleman in 
the weſtern part of this county, celebrated for his extenſive 
and flouriſhing plantations, who kept hounds for the ſole 
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yearly, together with ſome mortifications that produce 21. 


118. 4d. of annual intereſt. 


Pepulation-——The number of inhabitants has decreaſed } 
within theſe 40 years, as appears Bom the following _— 


ment; : 


| STATISTICAL TABLE OF THE PARISH or URQUHART- 


No. of ſouls in 1755, as returned to Dr Webſter, 4 8 111 pe a 
Ditto, in 1793, males 506, females 544. 5 . g 0 


| | Decreaſe, PE 


Annual average of baptiſms, 15 . 1 
ConDiT1ONs, PROFESSIONS, &c. Diſſenters + from the Eſtabliſhed 
Proprietors, - 2 Church, - Cs 20 
Miniſter, N — 1 Liv sroex, are, de. | 
Sthool-maſter, — 1 Horſes, . 310 | 
Gardeners, = WP. 6 Black Cattle, TI © 
Smiths, — - 3 Sheep,$ 5 4390 
Tailors, - - 5 Valued rent in Scotch mo- | | 
Joiners, - . 6 ney, - L. 5567 : 15 : 6 
Maſons, - « 6 Realdittoin Sterling, | 
Weavers, 7 — 6 about e 1800: 0:0 
Shoemakers, 3 3 No. of acres, planted by the Earl 
Millers, — - 5 of Fife, „ aq$-- 
Ale and ſpirit dealers, - 8 ———  Deciduous trees, 239,835 


Manner of Living.—Though the progreſs of agriculture _ 
has not been ſo rapid as might be wiſhed, the increaſing com- 


fort of the people 1 is very obſervable. Within theſe 20 years, 
\ great 


+ Theſe conſiſt chiefly of Seceders, of the Antiburgher perſuaſion. 


§ Since the moors were planted, the number of the ſheep has conſider- 
ably decreaſed, there having been formerly in the pariſh more than double 
the above number. The farmers are every day becoming more reconciled to 
the want of theſe animals, which cannot be kept with any advantage in an 
improving country, without ſufficient incloſures. 1 
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102 Statiſtical Account 
2 great difference to the better may be remarked in thei 
clothing, their cleanlinefs, and every other circumſtance thy 
tends to make life more agreeable. Their habitations har 
ke wiſe been very much improved; within leſs than the pe. 
riod above mentioned, there have been upwards of 50 next 
farm houſes eh in this 3 auer ab, the landlord or the 


Character. Though the number of ale-houſes, mentioned 
in the table, may, at firſt appearance, ſeem to bear hard upon 
the ſobricty of the people, it is to be r-marked, that only two 
of theſe houſes retail any conſiderable quantity of ale or wil. 
ky. The people in general are very ſober, and diligent in their 
feveral occupations z their efforts of induſtry being as wel 
directed as their ſituation and circumſtances will permit. 


Antiquities —The ſite of the old priory J has lately been 
converted into an arable field; and the name of Abbey-avell, 

which the country people {till give to the fountain that ſup- 
plied the Monks with water, is the only memorial of it that 
NOW remains. 


Propoſed 


In the 11th century, the whole of this pariſh was King's property. As 
early as the year 1125, a priory, dependent on the Abbey of Dunfermline, 
was erected at Urquhart. It was very liberally endowed; all the lands now 
called the Lordſhip of Urquhart, the lands of Fochabers, as well as ſeveral o- 
tners in this county, together with a part of the fiſhing on Spey, appertained 
to it. It appezrs that about the year 1345, this cell, as well as that of Pluſ- 
cardene fell into diſorder ; and the Roman Pontiff having commiſſioned the 
b:hops of Scotland, to enquire into thoſe irregularities, it was ſoon aſter ſepa- 
rated from Dunfermline, and conjoined to Pluſcardene, with which it continu: 
cd united till the Reſor mation. At and before that period, the priors begal 
do feu out the lands, reſerving only in their own poſſeſſion the manor places 
and mills; the revenue which by that method they drew from thence, if ve 
take into h 


ze account the teinds, u: zultures, and ſervices, would even at this 
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Prcpoſea Bridge — This aecohnt ought. ne not to be conclud- 
ed, without mentioning the ſatisfaction entertained in this pa- 
ſh, and the reſt! of the country, at. the late proſpect there 
was of a BRIDGE aeroſs the 8pey. At preſent the ſerry is 


extremely troubleſome, attended wich ſome danger, and ne- 


ceſſarily very expenſive to travellers. If there were a bridge 


thrown acroſs that river, the commerce and intercourſe of the 
country would be very much increaſed; travelling would be 


rendered much more eaſy and comfortable; and, above all, 


it would be ſingularly uſeful for the march of the King's 
troops; this, in the winter, being the only road by which 
they can paſs either South or North. For theſe reaſons it is 
univerſally hoped, that meaſures for a bridge acroſs the Spey, 
which have been begun, and generouſſy promoted, by a moſt 
illuſtrious family in the neighbourhood, will be taken up 


by government, and aided by the ſubſcription of every per- 


ſon 


day be nearly adeguate to a moderate rent. The priory was ſituated a little 
to the eaſt of the preſent church, in the midſt of a moraſs, and probably went 
to ruin ſoon after its union with Pluſcardene. In the year 164, the greater 


park of the materials were carried off to build a granary near the ſhore at 
Garmouth ; the remainder, ſoon after that period, was employed in repairing 


the manſe, and incloſing the church- yard. 
In the year 1165, the Meoravienſes, or inhabitants of Moray, (lor what 
cauſe is not now known) took up arms; they were met in the moors 


of Urquhart by the King's atmy, which was ſent to quell the inſurrection, 


and, as we learn from ſome cf our hiſtorians, were, after an obſtinate re- 
ſiſtance, defeated there with great laughter. As the inhabitants of Moray 
were at that period, according to Buchannan, of a reſtleſs and turbulent diſ- 
poſition, all the families engaged in this rebellion were diſperſed through 
the different provinces of Scotland, lt is ſaid that thoſe who were then re- 
movedinto the Northern Counties, received the name of SUTYERLAND, which 
their deſcendents ill retain, and that thoſe who were ſent to the South, 
aſſumed the ürname of MurRaY, which they likewiſe have tranſmitted t 
their polterity. 
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ſon who wiſhes well to his country. A great part of 
the faid road, from that to Elgin, will, in a ſhort time, be 
bounded with wood on each fide. The large plantations 


of his Grace the Duke of Gordon begin where Lord Fife's 
end, and are likely to be continued Eaſt- ward to the river 
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NUMBER VI 


PARISH or OYNE. 


(Coonrr AND SYNOD oF AneRDEEN, Pargrreny OF Ga | 


RIOCH.) 


By the Rev. Mu ALEXANDER CUSHNY, Miniſter. 


—— 


Name, Form, Extent, Rivers, and Fiſh. 


to 4 miles in breadth and length, and its form is very irregu- 
Jar. The river Don divides it from Monymulk on the South. 


The rivers Ury and Shevock bound it on the North and | 


N. E. And the ſmall river Gady runs into the Ury at the 
Laſtern extremity of the pariſh. The Ury and the Gady 
produce ecls and trouts, but there are no ſalmon found in 
theſe imall rivers, except in the ſpawning ſeaſon. | 


Sil, Cultivation and Roadi. The foil of the greater part of this 
pariſh is, in general, extremely fertile. The lands near the 
church are very rich and early; the harveſt commonly be- 
gins eight days ſooner here than in any of the neighbouring 
pariſhes. A ſmall part of the pariſh lies South of the high 

Vol. XV. N O mountain 


n 


12 origin of the name of this pariſh is unknown. It 
is commonly pronounced Een. Its extent varies from 3 


aro cd x 
rer e 
, ee 


LO WA 5 S * 2 — © * 5 * o 
* * 7 — SAA KK 1 1 . 1 e - > 
3 Soi rele OS e TP eb CES 


66 * As 


% 3 
re 
EE) 22 1 
— 


« 2 DOA pt» yl 
1 TIED 
5 


n 
3% WHALE Zo SOT 
8 8 1 3 


= Statiſtical Account 


mountain of Benochie, and the lands there are neither ſo 
early nor ſo fruitful as thoſe on the North ſide. The new 
plan of farming is gaining ground here, but very ſlowly, and 
is far from being general. This perhaps is owing in ſome 
meaſure to the farmers being attached to the old huſbandry, 


but more to their being at a great diſtance from the means 


of improvement, and to the roads being exeeedingly bad. 


Propoſed Canals.— A canal from Aberdeen to Inverury a- 
long the ſouth ſide of the Don, and another from Inverury 
to Old Rayne, is at preſent projected. If theſe public ſpirited 
enterpriſes ſucceed, they will be of very great importance to 
the diſtrict of Garioch, whatever profits the firft ſupporters 
of the ſcheme may derive from the undertaking. Before 
lime and marle were uſed in agriculture, the lands in this 
pariſh, and in the whole diſtrict, were conſidered as the beſt 
lands in the county, and the Garioch was commonly called 


the Granary of Aberdeen. But of Jate vears the pariſhes on 


the ſea coaſt, which were not naturally ſo fertile, have been 
more improved; and this diſtrict, for which nature had done 
ſo much, has 4 but little aſſiſtance from art. But if 
the canals take place, it is probable, that che diſtrict of the 
Garioch will become one of the moſt fertile and moſt valu- 
able Aire in Scotland. 


Y Obſtruction⸗ to Improvement.—The farmers are in general 
not opulent. The leaſes are too ſhort : And very high mu 
tures at the mills are a great bar to agriculture, in this and ſe- 
veral other neighbouring pariſhes. In this pariſh the eleventh 
peck of corns ground at the mill is ſometimes paid ; and com- 
monly the thirteenth peck is paid for multures and ſervices. 
One of the heritors 1 in this pariſh propoſes to take off the 

multures 


One. 157 


multures, and it is hoped he will be imitated by the other . 


9 in the WN 


Climate and Diſſes The air, in general, is pure and 
very healthy, and few epidemical diſeaſes prevail. The 
rheumatiſm is the moſt commori diſorder, which, in this 


diſtrict, is felt more by people of better ſtation, than by * 
. lort of . 


FHoreſt FO Fruit Trees. —There is a great number of large 
aſh, plane, beech, birch, elm, oak, pine, fir, walnut and 
cheſnut trees, all above 60 years old, near the houſe of Weſt⸗ 
| hall. There is likewiſe a very great number of apple, pear, 


cherry, geen and plumb trees, which, though much neglec- 


ted for theſe 40 years, commonly bear fruit. There are 


ſome very large old Scotch firs near the houſe, * and, half a 
mile diſtance from it, there a are two ng plantations of 
young Scotch hrs. 

There is likewiſe a large plantation of Scotch firs on that 
part of the eſtate of Pittodry, which lies in this pariſh. At 


Tillyfour there is a conſiderable number of fruit and other 


kinds of trees, beſides two large plantations ; the one of 


Scotch firs, and the other of hazel. It is a moſt beautiful ro- 


mantic place, and a very pleaſant fummer ſeat. 


Population. 


* Mr Joan Horn, Advocate, about go years ago, beautified this place 


very much with ſeveral plantations of firs, which throve ſo well, that it is 


faid he hicaſelf was buried in a coffin, made out of a fir tree of his own plan- 
ting. He likewiſe made out a fine avenue from the entry of his houſe, 


which at laſt aſcends a pretty little green hill, on the top of which he built a 


ſmall lodge, of two rooms, and called it PaRNassvs. - He ornamented his 


ſeat with a great number of pleaſure walks, with ſtatues in them, which 


ſhow a great deal of taſte, conſidering how long it is ſince theſe walks were 
laid out; 
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Population —The” an at gabst, is eatly the ſame 


that it was 40 years ago. The number of the males and fe- 
males is almoſt equal. | 


STATISTICAL TABLE « or THE PARISH OF OYRNE . 


| No. of fouls i in 17 I as returned to Dr Webſter, PIT. - 640 
8 in 2555 | = 5 N 8 630 


Decreaſe 10 


Conpirtoxs and PRorkssiots, &c Srocx, ReNTs, &c. 
No. of Proprietors *, . 3 No. of Black cattle,  - 600 
—- Miniſters, 1 — Horſes, = ) 150 
_ School-maſters, =—- 1 —— Sheep, . " 1009 
— Scholars in ſummer, about 20 —— Carts, | | — 50 
— Ditto in winter, 30 — Ploughs, — 46 
— Epiſcopalians 14 — Corn mills, =» -F 
— Members of the Eſtabliſhed | ' Valued rent, Scotch L. 2300 10 4 
Church, - 616 Real ditto, Sterling, about 1900 o s 
— Wright, 4 5 Rent of 1 farm per annum, 80 o © 
— Weavers, 3 Ditto of another, e 0 
— Wheel wrights, 41 Ditto bf 5 or 6 others, 34 © 0 
—ailors, — 92 1 Ditto of the reſt, from 4l. to 24 0 © 
— Smiths, "73 ® 4 Average rent of in-field | 
Merchants . = 2 ground per acre, from 
c— Maſens,. . = 9 7 3 I 0 © 
— Shoe- maker, = 5 Ditto of out- field, 5s. to o 10 0 


Manufactures.—Moſt of the women in this diſtrict are 


% 


the 


The principal er enumerations and calculations i in this table were e made up 


at Whitſunday 1793. 


'* None of theſe gentlemen delle in the pariſh, About 80 years ago, 
there were 12 proprietors. 


employed in knitting ſtockings, and very few in ſpinning at 


Dy 


„ , c i io Poms 


zool. to 4001. a year, „ to the price of ſtockings, 
which varies. e 


Fuel —The | fuel is peats and turfs from Benochie. There 


are 4 or 5 pariſhes which get their ſuel from this high moun- 
tain. Men and horſes are employed at leaſt 2 months in 
ſummer in providing this fuel. It is wiſhed the canal may take 


place, and then all theſe inconveniences will- be obviated. 


| Church, School, and Poor, —The ſtipend was formerly 3 
chalders of meal, 1 of bear, and 321. 15s. in money. An aug- 


mentation was obtained two months ago, (March 1794 :) 
The manſe was built in 1717 ; but there is no record of the 
time when the church was built. Both are nearly in a ruinous 


ſtate. Colonel Knight of Pittodry is patron. —There is only 
one ſchool in the pariſh. The ſchool-maſter's ſalary is 11 1. 
28. 6; but he has neither houſe nor garden belonging to the 
office. There are at preſent on the poor's roll ꝙ families, who 


get regular, but ſcanty ſupplies. There are no funds but 201. 


Sterling; the intereſt of this ſum, and the collections in the 
church, throughout the year, wil not excped *+*L 109; 7 


Charadter and Sha; oth people, in general, are re- 


gular and induſtrious, and moſtly employed in farming. 
There is not one ale-houſe in the pariſh.—The only antiqui- 
ties in "tus diſtrict are two Druidical temples. | 


NUMBER 
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NUMBER II. 
PARISH or RAYNE, 


{(CounTY AND SYNOD OF ABERDEEN, PRESBYTERY or 
 Gartocn.) 6 


By the Rev Mr Patrick Davipson, Minister. 


Situation, Form, Extent and Surface. 


FT: pariſh of Rayne is ſituated in that diſtrict of the 
county of Aberdeen, called Garioch, anciently Garvioch. The 
church, built in 1789, for 360 l. Sterling, lies 23 Engliſh 


miles north from Aberdeen, and 9 from Inverury ; and 


the road from Aberdeen to Huntly paſſes through Old Rain, 


a poſt town on the Southern extremity of the pariſh. The 


river Urie divides it on the 8. W. from the pariſh of Oyne. 


The figure of the pariſh is nearly a ſquare, each fide of which 


is about two miles, and the church is very centrical. There 
is a hill upon the north ſide of the pariſh covered with heath 


and hard weeds; and the reſt of the pariſh is pretty flat, 
with a ſew gently rifing ſpots. 


$6 


in 
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Soil and Cultivation. — The in- field foil is generally a rich 
joam, with a clay bottom; and, when well managed, produ- 


ces good crops. The preſent miniſter has often had a re- 
turn, after a crop of turnips, of 14 bolls of good bear, upon 


an acre ſowed with ten pecks. The out-field, which "I 
ſtitutes more than two thirds of the arable ground, is gene- 
rally of a light loamy ſoil, and, when dunged and limed, 


produces grain of a ſharper and better quality, than the 


in-field. The large farms, which are very few, are plowed 
by oxen, of 8 or 10 in a plough. But the greateſt part of 
the pariſh conſiſts of crofts, or ſmall holdings, plowed by 


two horſes, and ſometimes two horſes and two cows, and that 


very imperfectly. The tenants are at no pains to clean their 


grounds of a great deal of weeds, ſuch as runches or wild 


muſtard, knot-graſs, couch-graſs, and wild oats. Indeed 
there are too. many ſmall crofts ; and the occupiers of them 
are ſo poor, that their cattle have not ſtrength enough to 


plow and dreſs them properly. As there is plenty of peat 
moſs, which moſt of the pariſhioners have a right to, the pro- 
prietors have by this means broken down the poſſeſſions, and 
raiſed their rents ; but this has been a bar to the improvement 
of the ground. A better mode of farming, however, has of 
late got in among ſome of the tenants, who bring lime from 
Aberdeen, and lay down an acre with turnips yearly, and the 
year after ſow it with bear, and red clover and rye-graſs 


ſeeds. They already fee the great advantage of theſe little 
improvements, and they will doubtleſs ſoon extend them far- 


ther; and others will be led to follow their example. Their 


great diſtance from lime or manure of any kind is no ſmall 


obſtacle to ese ment. 


Praduce, Seaſons and Wages. —The principal grain raiſed 
in the pariſh is bear and oats ; of the in- field, generally one 
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third is bear and two thirds are oats. Every tenant plant; 
as many potatoes as ſerves his own family, and ſometimes 2 
few more, which are Told at 6d. the peck of 16 lib. weight; 
but there is little demand for that article. We generally 
fow our oats about the middle of April, and our bear from 
the beginning to the middle of May. Our potatoes are 
planted about the beginning of May. In an ordinary year, 
our bear is ripe by the 20th of Auguſt, and our oats by the 
firſt week of September. We have very few Jabourers. A man 
fervant's wages is from 61. to $1. a year 3 8 and a maid ſer. 
vant's from 21. 10 8. to 31 Sterling. ee ere 


2 3 eee the N. E. fide of the pa- 
riſh there is an extenſive peat moſs, which affords excellent 
fuel, though it conſumes a great deal of the farmer's time in 
_ caſting, drying, and bringing home his peats, and which 
might be applied with more profit to the other purpoſes of 
agriculture. This moſs ſeems once to have been covered 
wich oak, alder, and hazle trees; as oak trees of a large 
fize are ſtill found at a great depth, and ſo freſh as to be of 
tome uſe. There are at preſent but a few acres planted 
with trees in the pariſh, and theſe are the common Scotch 
Ars. There are alfo a few aſh, elm, md ue trees, on 
different how of e 


Minerals Roads 4 . 1 . ones as 
are in the parich are of the hard iron kind, but they are eafi- 
ly blown with.gun powder, and drefſed-for building. Our 
roads are kept in tolerable repair. As there is a great deal 
of broom in the out- fields, hares are very common, and there 
are alſo ſome e and foxes. 


Climate —The air is try and remarkably whetgſoine, as 
the whole county of Garioch i is, and many of the people live 


t 


* 


oat EE 


a great age. Rayne lies i in an open country, having one ridge : 
of hills to the 8. W. and another to the N. E. The dry- 
neſs of the air is owing to this local ſituation of the pariſh. 


The clouds are attracted by theſe ridges of hills on each 


ſide, and fogs often reſt upon the tops of them, while the in- 
habitants enjoy a clear and dry air in the open country. 


Sometimes again, when the clouds break into rain on the 
hills, or on the ſides of the hills, the {kirts only of the ſhow- 
er reach us in the apes country. 


Diſeaſes We have no epidemical diſeaſes.In ſpring and 
autumn ſome fevers appear among the poor people, who live 
upon a low diet. Thefe are generally of the nervous kind; 


but when the patients apply timeouſly for medical aſſiſtance, 


the fever often gives way to wine and bark, and good atten- 
tion to air and cleanlineſs. We have many flight ſore throats, 
that are relieved by bliſtering and gargling. Many of the 
pariſhioners are ſubject to ſcurvy, and other cutaneous diſ- 


orders, which appear upon their faces, hands and legs. This 


perhaps ariſes from the poorneſs of their food, conſiſting of 
pottage, broſe and ſowens, oat-meal cakes, kail, potatoes, 


turnips and milk. They uſe little ale, and that not of a good 


quality. But the moſt fatal diſeaſe is pnezmonia, or conſump- 
tion, which cuts off 7 or 8 young people every year. And 


what is very melancholy, there are at preſent more than 20 


perſons afflicted with real ſcrophula, and the number of | 


ſuch has increaſed of late; while the pariſhioners intermar- 


ry with one another, they never pay attention te this matter. 


Religious prejudices againſt inoculation for the ſmall-pox 
are wearing away, and the practice of inoculating children 
is getting in. But till it univerſally prevail in a country like 


this, it will not be a real bleſſing. The infection is com- 


municated from the inoculated to the children of thoſe who 
VoL. XV. P Foal 
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ſtill retain cheir old prejudices ; and thus we have the ſmall. 
| pox raging every year in a place where, (as the writer here- 
of remembers,) about 3o years ago, the Fr wht uſed to 

come about only once in 4 or 5 years. Among the female 
ſex, who are moſtly employed in the ſedentary work of knit- 
ting ſtockings for the Dutch market, chronic or low * 
e are very common. | 


1 -pulation.—The population of this _ has been almoſt 
ſtationary theſe many years, though there is a ſmall increaſe 


E on the whole, ſince the return made to Dr WO as ape 
| pears! from the following table. 


PopuLaTION TABLE OF THE PARISH OF Rarxx. 


do 4 ſouls in 1755, - 


1131 
| —— in 1760, - 1143 Increaſe ins years, 12 
r 17 | 1173 Ditto in 34 years, 30 


Total increaſe within theſe 40 years 42 


Srxxxs, Bu THs, &c. Annual average of Births, - 24 


No. of males, on 522 — — Marriages, 10 
— Females, . 651 Deaths 17 
N | — No. of Epiſcopalian s, 60 
Majority of the latter 129 Members of the Eſtabliſacd 
5 by - 11173 
Acts. . 

Perſons under 10 years of age - x43 
————Between Io and 20 | » Ns | 159 
— 0 and 30 e 3 218 
— — 3 o and 40 5 | | 204 

— 40 and 50 0 5 5 225 
a— on; 66 440 
—— 60 and 70 1 | 44 

—— 70 and 80 5 35 

— 4 and 90 5 1 
—Aged —— 93 3 5 
In all 1173 

ManufaQures, 


ee. | 113 


# e ne ar e ure is the Wine of 
ſtockings, in which all the women are employed, and ſome 
of the boys and even 1d men. It is ſuppoſcd, that this ar- 


ticle may yield to the pariſh about 3400l. Sterling. The hoſe 
are of that coarſe kind, which bring for working the pair 12 
or 14 pence Sterling; and ſome of the women will knit two 


pairs, Or two pairs and a half in the week. If it were not 


for this laſt article, the rents of the ſmall crofts could not be 
paid, as the crofters have no other way of earning enen ou 


by annually rearing a e ox or cow. 


Ae and Cattle. There is annually about 200 bolls of 


meal carried out of this pariſh to the Aberdeen market; and, 
as nearly as can be found, 180 cattle, young and old, bought 


up and driven to the ſouth country, by dealers in that arti- 


ticle, worth at an average 31. a head. There are very few 


horſes reared, and not ee 200 ſheep 6 in the pariſh. 


Na Rents, ee. The grofs ral of the whole pariſh 
in money, and meal at 10s. per boll, is about 1 300l. Sterling, 


and the valued rent 25441. Scotch. The proprietors are Alex- 
ander Leith of Freefield, James Horn Elphinſtone of Logie, 


John Forbes of Blackford, Alexander Leſſie of Wartle, and 
Alexander Stewart of Loanhead, Eſquires. The medium 
rent of the in- field is 20s. Sterling per acre. There is meal 


paid for the out-fields, at the rate of from 28. to 8s. or 98. 


the acre. Some of the ſmall crofts are rented as high as 308. 
per acre. 


Church, and School.. The ' preſent ſtipend is 421. Ster- 


ling, 32 bolls of meal, and 16 bolls of bear; but a proceſs 


of augmentation is in dependence. The manſe was built in 
1751 for 1cool. Scotch. The ſchool-houſe was lately built 
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of grinding, wluch is often the 32d peck. They pay alſo to 
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for 161. Sterlin g, and the ſchool-maſter's falary is but eight 
bolls of meal. The heritors in general are averſe to the giv. 
ing of a legal ſalary. I Ld ce 


Poor. — The average number of poor that receive alms is 


from 14 to 20. The annual ſum expended for their relief is 


about 20l. Sterling, which is all produced by the colle tions in 
the church on Sundays, excepting the intereſt of gol. Sterling 
appropriated to them. Theſe 15 or 20 perſons live in houſes 
of their own, and there is not one in the pariſh that begs 
from door to door. Notwithſtanding this, we are much 
troubled with beggars, eſpecially from the Highlands in 
ſummer, when we mult ſometimes ſerve half a dozen of them 


in one day. 


. Obflacles to. Improvement, —There are here, as in the neigh- 


bouring pariſhes, great bars to improvement. The lime is diſ- 


tant 23 miles. Many of the tenants have no leaſes. Since 
1782, ſome have fallen a little in arrears with their rents, and 


| ſeem to want that ſenſe of ſecurity which ſtimulates. induf- 


try. When a poſſeſſion is vacant, there is not always the 
proper diſtinction made between a good and ſubſtantial ten- 
ant, and one who promiſes a great rent, but often fails to 


pay it. 


Mills, Multures, Services, Sc. — here are five mills in 
the pariſh. At firſt the conſtruction of a mill was a work 
of ingenuity, and the proprietor obliged his tenants to grind 
all their corn at his mill. But it requires no great genius 


now-a-days, to conſtruct a, mill. The tenants pay thirlage, 


and axe reſtricted to a particular mill. This ſometimes a- 
mounts to the 17th peck. They pay alſo multures, or the price 
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the miller a lick of goedavill, or a bannocb, which tenants have 
ſometimes allowed to be meaſured; and there are inftances 


where another unmeaſured lick has crept in. Even the ſeeds 
fifted from the bannock are ſometimes paid. When all theſe 


items are added together, they amount at ſome mills to a2 


welfth or eleventh part of the whole corn carried to the mill. 


This is a ſevere” tax upon the induſtry of an improving 
tenant. Sometimes too the corn that grows on farms thir- 
led to a mill, is obliged to pay multure, whether the corn be 
ground at that mill or not. Except the expence of grinding, 
all thirlage ſhould be commuted to the tenant, in order that 
he may reap the benefit of his own induſtry. But we have 
one inſtance here where even this is prevented, the ten- 
ants of one eſtate being thirled to the mill of another. Ano- 
ther abſurdity is, that pillen, i. e. ſhealing, or hulter corn, is 
meaſured by the tackſman of the mill, and is paid, not in 
healing, but in meal. There are accordingly great com- 


paints that the corn is not well ſhealed. Another evil is, 
that thereis a mz pect, which generally holds as much ſhealing 
as will grind to three and ſometimes four pecks of meal. 
For the ſhealing of the ſtock, the tenant pays meal meaſur- 
ed with a cog, or wooden diſh, that pays for a certain quan- 
tity of ſhealing. There is alſo another cog for ſmall quan- 


tities of ſhealing. And if all theſe meaſures were accurate- 


ly fixed and proportioned, there would be leſs injuſtice z but 


that is not the caſe. The multurer is allowed to mend them 
or make them ane w, or alter them as he pleaſes. There 
ought to be a book kept by the proprietor of the mill, and 


ligned by him and the multurer, and the principal tenants, 
in order to aſcertain the exact contents of theſe ſeveral mea- 
ſures. We have alſo ſome Gothic ſervices done by the tenants, 
that ought to be aboliſhed, ſuch as reaping, earing, plow- 


ing, 
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we riving out dung, and bringing home lime and 


| other article to o the landlord 9 


80 


| peer and — have no antiquities, ex. 


cepting two Druidical temples, which are common in every 
pariſh of this county; and ſome cairns, under one of which 
there is a tradition that Irvine, the laird of Drum, lies buried, 


It is reported that he was ſlain in purſuing Donald Lord of 
the Iſles, after the battle of Harlaw, in the year 1411. The 
biſhop of Aberdeen had formerly a houſe at Old-Rain in this 


pariſh. The people in general are ſober, regular and induſ- 
trious, and are as contented with their condition as moſt peo- 


. 


NUMBER 


ad 


of Kirkbean, 11 
NUMBER VII. 
PARISH or KIRK BEAN, 


(Corary OF K1RRCUDBRIGHT, ParebyTERY AND SN 
or DUMFRIES.) | 


By the Rev. Mr EDwWwaRD Nz1LsoN, Miniſter. 


Origin of the Name. 


To antient name of the pariſh is ſaid to have been 
Caerben. It is evidently derived from the Celtic or Gaelic, 
and ſignifies the high fort or town. Caer in that language 
fgnifies a fortified town or place, and ben, high. Doctor 
CLAPPERTON of Lochmaben, a gentleman well known for 
his knowledge of antiquities, is of opinion that Camden, the 
Englith antiquary, with his followers, are miſtaken, when 
they make Caerleveroch the Caerbentorigum of Ptolomy, while 
others, from mere conjecture, make it the Uxe//um. That 
Horſely, another Engliſh antiquary, has miſled the late Rev. 
Doctor Henry of Edinburgh, to Bardenna in the pariſh of 
Keir, which he makes the Caerbentorigum of Ptolomy, or 


the Carbantium of the Geographer Revennas. Nothing, 


he aſſerts, can be more abſurd, as Caerben is obviouſly poin- 
ted out, both in the Caerbentorigum of Pto omy, and in the 
Carbantium 


— of the Geographer Revennas. The Cae rben. 
torigum of Ptolomy was ſituated at the mouth of the Noying 


ſhore, where the river now empties itſelf into the ſea, about 
a mile and a half to the 8. E. of the church, a high riſing 


tle or Fort, ſtill known by the name of the Ca/tle- Hill, or 
M Cullochs Caſtle ; and, about a mile and a half to the Weſt, 


Caerbentorigum i is ſul retained. 


S. E. corner of Galloway, in lat. 54. 55 m. It is bounded 
which it is ſeparated by the Frith of Nich about” 3 miles, 


berland, in the North of England, from which it is ſeparated 
by the Solway Firth, about 10 miles. On the Weſt, it is 
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It was anciently within the dioceſe or biſhopric of Galloway, 


of Dumfries, from which it is diſtant about 11 miles. From 
the North, where it joins New-Abbey, it ſiretches about 33 
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Fluvius or Nith. Agreeably to this, there is, cloſe upon the 
ground, called the Borron Hill, upon which has ſtood a Cal. 


there is a place called Torrorie, in both of which the word 


— 


Situation, Hills, e 1s ſituated on a promontary in the 
on the N. E. by the pariſh of Caerleveroch in Nithſdale, from 
On the S. E. the firſt land to be ſeen is the county of Cum- 
bounded by the united pariſhes of Colvend and Southwich; 
and, on the North, by the pariſh of Neu- Abbey or Sweet-heart, 
and now, with 9 other pariſhes, lying betwixt the water 0 


Urr and the river Nith, is within the Preſbytery and Synod 


miles to the Weſt, and upon the ſhore, which is nearly paral- 


lel, it runs about 6 miles. Its breadth may be about 3 miles, 


but it varies. From Weſt to North there is a ridge of hills, 
which terminates in Crofell, or Crowfell, which is the high- 
eſt hill in the S. of Scotland, and a conſiderable part of which 
1 within the pariſh. The height of it has been accurately 


aſcertained. 


6 Kirkbean. SR "mb 


aſcertained *, From this ridge of hills, the nad 4 


towards the ſhore, and preſents to the eye a rich, beautiful, 
and extenſive proſpect, fields well incloſed, and in a high ſtate 


of cultivation; with ſeveral clumps and belts of planting. 


Climate and Di teaser. The climate is healthy. The inha- 
bitants are not ſubject to any local diſeaſe. Formerly the 
| ague is ſaid to have been frequent; now it has almoſt entire- 


ly diſappeared. This, by ſome, has been attributed to the 


| neceffary operations of agriculture, the wet and moraſs 


grounds being now moſtly drained. By others, however, of 


more knowledge and experience, it has been attributed to a- 
nother cauſe. Formerly, many of the inhabitants went into 
Lincolnſhire for employment during. the harveſt, and re- 
turned infected with this diſeaſe ; now they have work ſuf- 
| ficient to employ them in the pariſh, and the diſeaſe is ſel- 


dom a complaint. Innoculation is frequent and ſucceſsful. 


Soil and Produce. The ſoil is various. Upon the N. W. 


and W. a conſiderable tract lies upon lime- ſtone. Upon the 
Vol. XV. Q- 8. E. 


In 1784, RonexT RibDeFLL, Eſq; of Glenriddell, employed Mr William. 


MCartney land-ſurveyor, to take for him the height of this hill. The following | 
is a copy of Mr M*«Cartney's letter to him. Sir, — Being the other day at 


Crofell, and recollecting the converſation we had about its height, I reſol- 


ved to aſcertain it. l made my obſervations from a baſe on the ſhore, of 


* a mile in length, arid the reſult was as follows ; viz. Douglas Cairn, on 
the ſummit of the mountain, 1855, ſay 1900 feet in round numbers, and 
* Knockendoch, of the north wing of the mountain, 1 500 feet above high wa- 


« ter mark. I adjuſted the level before obſervation, for, by an experiment, 15 


found that it pointed two feet too low, in every hundred yards.“ 


In 1440, William Earl of Douglas, the laſt warden of the welt marches, 


aſſembled the bail lairds, freeholders, and eldeſt borderers of bis wardenry 
at Lincluden. There he corrected and improved the border laws; a copy 


of which is to be found in the Lord Maxwell's manuſcript of the laws of the - 


marches. In'theſe laws, this hill is mentioned as one of the beacors for a- 


larming the country, during. the e incurſions made by the Engliſh 


to Scotland. 
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1 Statiſtical Account 


5. E. there is a rich and deep clay and loam and upon the 8. 
W. there are 1000 acres of ſalt and whinny paſture, in ſome 
- places light and fandy, but moſtly arable, and conſidered a8 
capable of being improved by tillage, to advantage. The ſoil 

in general is fertile, and produces wheat, barley, oats, pota- 


toes, beans, peas, turnips, rye and clover ſeeds. There may 


be annually in the pariſh 


Under wheat, +» = 133 acres 
—— — * 140 
. 0 
——-- Beans, peas, turnips, and pota- 
| ae „ 


1023 


* 


Exports—The crops are more than 2 to ſupply the 


inhabitants. Wheat is generally carried to Dumfries. A 


conſiderable quantity of barley, oats, and potatoes, is export- 
ed to the Whitehaven, Lancaſter, and Liverpool markets, and 
frequently to the ports of Clyde. Potatoes were firſt export- 
ed from this, in any conſiderable quantity, in December 1774, 


by the late Peter Greggan, tenant in the farm of Kirkhouſe. 
For ſeveral years fince, a quantity has been raiſed, equal in 
value to the whole rental of the pariſh about 40 years ago. 


Black Cattle and Horses.—The cattle are generally of the 
Galloway breed, and when fattened for the butcher, or for the 
South of England, they weigh well for their ſize. It is cer- 


| tain, however, that the pariſh is capable of feeding in pro- 
portion, cattle of a larger kind. This has been proved by 


WiLlLIiam Craik, Efq; of Arbigland, who made the experi- 
ment; whilſt a conſiderable part of his eſtate was kept in 


paſture, he introduced the Bakewell breed, and found that 


the 


th 
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the fame number of theſe cattle, upon the ſame field, fattened 
equally with thoſe wy the nn, wind, Theme number are ; 


a8 follows : * 


Honsss 5 | BLack Carrie. | 5 
Employed i in agriculture, 141 Milk cows, 229 
Ditto bred, 5 37 Fattle grazed, 4117 
Total, Loon | carriage 1 | 1400 . 
and faddle horſes, 178 . 


Sheep and Mol. — The number of ſheep of the black-faced 


Scotch breed, kept upon the ſalt and whinny paſture, and 5 


moſtly fattened for the butcher, is about, 17 cores, 0 or 340 


Of the fame kind upon the high land, 


and moſtly kept as a breeding ſtock, 


about | — | 40 ſcore or 800 
Total of this kind; 97 1140 


The management of this kind of ſheep is ſuch as is gene- 
rally followed in other parts of the South of Scotland. Their 
lambs are fold at 41. per ſcore, and their wool at 7s. 6d. per 
ſtone, being 241b Engliſh to the ſtone. Of the SHaniſb kind, 


there are a few in the pariſh, but of them little at preſent 
can be ſaid, as they were but lately brought into this part of 
the county. The kind of Sheep that produces the beſt wool, 
and appears to be of moſt advantage to the farmer, is of the 


Bakewell breed. They were firſt brought into this pariſh by | 


the late PETER GREGGaAN formerly mentioned; and with 
regard to wool, have fince been much improved. Their 
wool was lately compared with that of a Spaniſh ram, ſent 
to WILLIAM CRAIK, Eſq; by Six Jon SIxcLAIR, and found 
to be equal to that of the Spaniſh, if not finer in quality. 
The wool of theſe ſheep, upon the farm of Kirkhouſe, was 
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fold, laſt een at II. per ſtone. Their lambs ſell at 128. 
each; and, when above two years old, eien 17Ib or 291b A 
: quarter, They are fed _ good land. 


Agriculture —This pariſh is generally lowed to have 


been the firſt in the South of Scotland, in an improved ſtate 
of agriculture. This muſt as generally be aſcribed to the 


ſuperior knowledge, and unwearied attention of the preſent 


WILLIAM CRAIK, Eſq; of Arbigland, formerly mentioned, 


whoſe example has had a moſt uſeful influence. 


} 


TurLeMENTS of HUSBANDRY, 


Number of Scotch and Engliſh ploughs . 47 


- ditto Drill for ſowing diſſerent e | 
beſides turnip drills, | JS 


Total, 50 
The common plough, with the round ſock, is generally uſed 
in the high land of the pariſh. The Engliſh plough, with 


the broad ock, and broad and pot· metal moulds, upon the 


low and level land. The drill, where the land is level, and 
free of large ſtones: This plough, in its preſent ſtate, was 


conſtructed by WILLIAM Craik, Eſq; and has been uſed u- 
pon his eſtate for many years paſt, It is drawn by one horſe 


only, and ſows four rows at once. Three Wincheſter buſhels 


of oats to the acre, ſown by this plough, are found to be ſuſſi· 
cient, whereas 8 and ſometimes 9 Wincheſter buſhels to the 


acre, are generally ſown by broad caſt. Barley and oats 
ſown by this plough are allowed to be better headed, and 
of ſuperior quality, to any ſown by. broad caſt. This has al- 
ready been experienced by ſome of the farmers i in the pariſh, 


who have followed Mr Craix's example; and it is expected, 


that, where the land 1 Is ſuitable, {elf intereſt will make it more 


generally 


8 O A, 


generally prevail. Ploughs of this conſtruction are made in - 
the pariſh, at 61. 6s. each. Mr Cars has uſed the ſame _ 
plough, in ſowing all kinds of grain, excepting pulſe, for : 
theſe 30 years paſt, and it is ſtill in good repair. Four oxen, | 
with two horſes, and two men, were formerly uſed in plow- 
| ing. Now, two horſes, with one man, who holds the plough, 


and drives the horſes himſelf, are _ ſufficient eren fo 
the heavieſt land. 


Rotation of 8 rotation, two crops of oats, 
1 green crop, potatoes, beans, peaſe, or turnips, with a dreſs- 


ing of dung: Then a crop of wheat, or barley, ſown out 
with rye and clover ſeeds, to lie 3 or 4 years. The following 


rotation has been tried, but 1 its effect has not yet been fully 


aſcertained ; 1ſt, oats upon ſtubble ; : 2d, horſe beans, i in rows, 


about 20 inches diſtant, with a full dreſſing of dung, horſe 
and hand hoed; 3d, wheat upon one furrow; 4th, turnips, 


potatoes, cabbage, &c, horſe hoed, on four feet ridges, giving 


the crop half a dunging; 5th, barley with red and white clo- 
ver ſeeds, to ly one or two years, and then return to oats. 
This rotation 1s propoſed, to make a ſummer fallow unne- 
ceflary. It is ſuited for a good loamy ſoil, and where there 
is acceſs to lime, mar], or any natural manure. Where to 
theſe there is no acceſs, there might be difficulty in finding 


a ſufficient quantity of dung. There is now no diſtinction 


made between the croft and the out- field. 


Proprietors.— The proprietors are William Craik, Eſq; of 


Arbigland, Richard Alexander Oſwald, Eſq; of Auchen- 


cruive, Alexander Dickſon, Eſq; of Ladyland, with James 


Duff, William M*Kie, and John Liddle, portioners. Mr 
Craik is the only reſiding heritor. Of this gentleman, it is 
not eaſy to ſay too much, in the opinion of his acquaintance, 
or too little, 1 in his own. For n knowledge, for libe- 
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rality of ſentiment, and for his exertions in promoting th 


poſſeſſed, i is divided into 36 farms, and of theſe, one is gene. 
Tally kept in paſture. The whole land of the pariſh is twice 


land is at preſent five times the rent that it was 37 year 


26 Static! Acoount. 


during 

digent 
improvement of his country, he has had few equals. "Through a 
a life prolonged to the extraordinary length of above 9 i Pre 


| years, he has cultivated theſe virtues ; and, even at this al- WPreftor 
vanced age, he has the rare felicity of being ſtill capable of 


| regent 

* communicating, and of enjoying the pleaſures which ariſe Wt is ſa 
Tron N and WO the MAE of 155 Triends. lege of 
raiſed 

Diviſion ad V alue of 1 Pari i —The TY as at preſent tandin 


but at 
Years 


doubled in rent within theſe 40 years. The eſtate of Arbig- ¶ Ant ti 


ago. This great advance evidently proves the attention and WY Sal! 
induſtry of Ws Proprietor: and tenants. ſouth 
WALD 

Fillages —Kirkbein, —There GY 3 villages in the pariſh, N coal t 
Eirkbean, Preſton, and Salterneſs. The village of Kirkbean but v 
formerly conſiſted of farm houſes chiefly, with a joiner's and WM who | 
a blackſmith's houſe. At preſent, there are two joiners ¶ che ſe 

| houſes, one blackſmith's houſe, two grocery ſhops, two ale- 

houſes, with ſeveral others, inhabited by the labourers and Sec 
cottagers belonging to the neighbouring farms. This vi- te 8 
lage is pleaſantly ſituated. It ſtands upon a place almoſt bove 


furrounded with little hills, and rifing ground, covered with by ſe 


wood. From the W. deſcends a ſmall rivulet, which, among Ml cf th 


the wood, forms a beautiful cataract, and then, running gent- I {nd 


Iy through the village, in che entre of which there is a MW 9h: 


bridge, it empties itſelf into the ſea. The preprietor Mr Os. poin 
wald, in the late ſet of a neighbouring farm, has reſerved a ut 


part of this village, to accomodate the poor on his eſtate, ted 


with free houſes; a mark of that benevolence and humanity Ap 
which alone can add dignity to affluence, and of which, 


during 


ite, 


ty 
ch, 


ing 


of Kir kbean. 2 ** 


during the late reſidence of the family i in this pariſh, the in- 
digent | have fo liberally recerred.. | 


Prem. This village takes its name from the eſtate of hs 
Preſton, upon which f it ſtands. It formerly belonged to the | 


regent Morton, and i is now the property of Mr OswaLp. 


It is ſaid to have been a burgh of regality, and had the privi- 
lege of 4 fairs in the year. A croſs, of about 7 feet in height, 


raiſed on a baſe of ſtone wall, about 4 feet ſquare, is ſtill 
ſtanding. Nothing now remains of its ancient privileges, 
but at this croſs poinds have lately been compriſed. Some 
years ago, this village was inhabited by 24 farmers 3 * pre- 
ut there are only 35 with their 2 


b This village ſtands cloſe upon the ſhore, due ; 
bouth of the church. It was built by the late RIicHARD⁰ Os- 
waLD, Eſq; of Auchencruive, with the view, it is ſaid, of a 
coal trade. A trial for coal was made in its neighbourhood, 
but without ſucceſs. It is now chiefly inhabited by perſons 


who keep furniſhed rooms, to accomodate ſuch as, during 
the ſeaſon, come to it for the benefit of [ca ere 


Ka Coaft, Tower, Pawn PROT points of land, 
re Salterneſs and Borron. Salterneſs, from whence the a- 
bove mentioned village takes its name, has been conſidered 
by ſome ſeamen, notwithſtanding the charts now publiſhed 


of the South-Eaſt, to be the ſouthmoſt point of land in Scot- 
land. - The name now appears to be corrupted. It is ſaid 


to have been originally, Southwickneſ5, i. e. the ſouthermoſt | 
point, probably from a pariſh in its neighbourhood, called 


Southavick, Upon this ne/s, or point of land, a tower is erec- 
ted for a land-mark for veſſels on their way along this coaſt. 
A part of it was built many years ago, by ſome merchants 
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ginia. It was afterwards raiſed to its preſent height, by the 
late Mrs OswaLD of Auchencruive. This tower, at preſent, 


ſtill be of greater advantage, were lights. placed i in it. As 


| waſhing that kind of rock, it is believed, that if here a {mall 

| Harbour was built; a conſiderable trade in that line might be 
| carried on. Veſſels often come to anchor at Salterneſs, 1 in 

3 or 4 fathoms, at low water, in the language of ſeamen, 


of the river Nith, is conſidered as a ſafe anchoring place. 
Several palls of wood for veſlels to make faſt to, have been 

put in the beach by the town of Dumfries, who levy a ſum 
for tonage, from all veſſels diſcharging their cargoes upon 
this ſhore. All veſſels from Dumfries, when meeting with 
| contrary winds, anchor in this bay. Veſſels bound for Dum- 


Baltic, laden with timber for Dumfries, generally unload here, 
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in Dumfries, then carrying on a conſiderable trade with Vis 


is of great advantage to the navigation of this coaſt, and woull 


limeſtone abounds in its neighbourhood, the ſea, every tide, 


ce to fop the tide,” 


Bay. —CangeTHORN bay on the eaſt ſhore, and at the mouth 


fries frequently lye in the bay, until the ſpring tides furniſh 
them with water ſufficient to carry them up. Ships from the 


as veſſels, drawing II or 12 feet water, cannot always with ſafe⸗ thi 
ty go above this. There are 3 fathoms water in the bay, and no) 
out in the channel the water riſes 5 fathoms perpendicular, wa 

| "HPP TE INE Ot ONBT IT . , nie 
Tide. The courſes of the tides are as follows. Out of pa 


the Nith, the tides run nigh ſouth to the Borron point, for- gec 


merly mentioned; they then take their courſe weſtward. 1ſt 


Upori this ſhore the tides flow 5 hours, and ebb 7. It is {MW Li 
high water on the full and change days of the moon, at hall MW for 


paſt eleven o'clock. Many ſand banks ly off this coaſt, and ** 
ſuch is the rapidity of the tides, that veſſels getting aground 


| upon 


of Kirkbean, Wi 159 


upon them, have been up-/ct and wicked: The flood, in- 
deed, is more dangerous than the ebb, as it has been known 
to tumble a ſhip's anchor over and over. It is the general 
opinion of the inhabitants, natives of the pariſh, that this 
frith is gradually ſhutting up. This opinion is not founded 


on the tradition of their fathers only; it is founded on their 


own obſervations. The navigation of the frith they find is 
becoming daily more difficult ; new ſand-banks frequently 
appear; and, upon the 5. W. of the pariſh, many acres are 
now excellent ſalt paſture, which not long _ the tides 
covered, when they conſiſted of e and fand. 


Fijb.—Several kinds of tk abown# un this 15. ſuch as 
flounders, ſkate, cod, foles, ſhrimps, &c. Turbot are rare. 


It is an obſervation of the inhabitants, founded on expe- 


rience, that herrings frequent this coaſt periodically. About 
6 years ago, they were found in vaſt ſhoals ; from that peri- 
od till lately, few could be ſeen ; at preſent (1793) they every 
where abound. 


Beelfuftca State. — The manſe was built about 1730, 


and enlarged about 1769. Like many public buildings of 


this kind in the country, it was not ſufficiently executed; and 
now the heritors propoſe to give it ſome repairs. The church 
was built in 1776, and, in its ſtructure, it is elegant, conve- 
nient, and ſuſhcient. The glebe, which at preſent lies ſe- 
parated, but a part of which is now propoſed to be exchan- 
ged, conſiſts of about 13 acres. The ſtipend, by decreet of 
1ſt February 1650, is 4 chalders of grain, + meal and + bear, 
Linlithgow meaſure ; pool. Scotch in money, with 50 merks 
lor communion elements. The Duke of Queensberry is pe. | 
tron and titular, 
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Sc bools and Poor —The parochial ſchool funds amount to 


1008]. 48. The intereſt of this ſum ſupports two ſeparate N 


free ſchools ; the one under the direction of the heritors and 
miniſter, 6081. 4s. The other, 400l. F The ſchool ſupport- 8 
ed by this ſum, is left to the management of © 5 honeſt, up- 5 
: „ right men, of good report in the pariſh, appointed to lay bi 
« out the capital upon good and ſufficient ſecurity ; and to 2 
take care of the ſubject; and that the ſchool-maſter do his "x 
bn - duty to the children under his care, by inſtructing them 
* in the principles of the Proteſtant Reformed Religion, and 
4 to read and write well ; and alſo good manners and good N 
dc morals.” —The parochial poor's funds amount to 26 51. be- 2 
bdes the weekly collections, which, with the intereſt of this 5 
ſum, ſupport annually about 12 perſons on the roll, and ſup- 2 
ply occaſionally the wants of others. There has not been a = 
a a beggar i in the l in the memory of man. 7 
Pepulation 5 there has been no _ regiſter kept in — 
the pariſh, of baptiſms, marriages, or deaths, either before or = 
ſince the late Act of Parliament, impoſing certain duties up- 
on each, therefore, no account of theſe can now be given. 
The following is the preſent ſtate of the population, and the 
number of diſſenters and mechanics in the pariſh, 
| W. 
PoruLATION TABLE or THE PARISH OF KIkKBzaN. m 
No of ſouls in 1793 „ EN b. 
Do in 1755, as returned to Dr Webſter 529 py 
Increaſe, 131 na 
Acts, 
| + This laſt ſum was a donation of the late Mr AND N] MAASUuAuü, 
— merchant in Glaſgow. | He firſt gave 300l. and afterwards, ac his death, left 
G 100l. being, as it is expreſſed by himſelf, in the deed of his firſt donation, ri 
- & Freely and cheerſully given, I think, for the beſt purpoſes, namely, the 5 
. | & farther promoting of genuine Chriſtian res true * and v virtue FY 


10 ? een God, and e war all men.“ 


z 


No. of ſouls under 8 years Alembers of the Eſtabliſhed 
above that age 490 Roman Catholics | 


— Females Bo 346 Epiſcopalians s 


No. of joiners - . 
—Maſons - - 
 —Slaters = . = 


—Stocking-weavers - — 
—Yeamen „ - 5 - 


of Kirkbean. ö 8 | | 31 


Acrs, Sexzs, &. Rericious PERSUANONS. 


1 M on 


—— Males - 314 Antiburghers | 8 


— Families R 130 Quaker | n 
perſon oni 14 


| MEcKrANICs. Moaflers. Apprentices. | Fourneymen. 


: 

3 

I 

„„  - 4. 

—Shoe-makers ” - 

= 

6 

4 


13 
—Black-ſmiths 3 


„„ 


Revenue do. = - „ 


In all. *- 43 | 


Diſtinguiſhed Men.—The late Admiral JoHN CAMPBELL 


was the fon of the Rev. Mr John Campbell, for ſome time 
miniſter of this pariſh. He was born in the manſe of Kirk- 


bean, 6th Februray 1719. The account of his life, lately 
publiſhed in a London Magazine, is in many circumſtances 


erroneous. —Jokxn PAUL, who ſome years ago, took the 


name of JoHN PAUL Johxs, (for what reaſon let the world 


bs judge,) 


* Some families attend a Ret1ey meeting-houſe in the neighbouring pa- 


riſh ; bur as this ſociety was lately eſtabliſhed in this part of the country, and 
as none of thoſe who atrend it fay they have renounced the eſtabliſhed 
church, therefore their number cannot be at preſent aſcertained: 


- - * 
y 7 ed ” 1 by \ £5 + oy * _ . 
CES Fo. os © as 3 XA GY Sts * 5 — * LEE LO Lo * —_— 


N D „Ar FO - 
"7 x ORR tg; ce e 


eo A oa nnww > 8 l. www Lo _ 
8 j — te WE a PIR Pope oe? Sas r » a= Doors 


. Statiſtical. Account 


judge,) was the ſon of John Paul, a gardener by trade. He 
was born in Kirkbean, about the year 1745. Of this per- 


ſon's character, this pariſh cannot boaſt. His pillage of the 
houſe of the Earl of Seikirk ; his attempts to burn the town 


of Whitehaven, out of whoſe harbour he had ferved his ap- 


prentice-ſhip, and his conduct to his native country; during 


the-American war, are inſtances of ingratitude and want of 
patfiotiſm, generally known, and over which, for the honour 


of a we would with to ann a veil. 


e e callles of 8 and W 110 a Wy 


only of each now ſtanding, were once the property of the 


Regent Morton , and by him frequently inhabited. The 


whole of that barony, excepting two farms, is now the pro- 


perty of Richard Alexander Oſwald, Eſqz of Auchencruive, 
who, while occaſionally in this part of the country, reſides 


at the caſtle of Cavens. Upon the N. W. on the farm of 


Ardrie, at the foot of that ridge of hills formerly mentioned, 
which terminates in Crofell, there i is a Druidical circle ſtill 


| entire +. 
Advantages 


= Upon his forfeiture, theſe caſtles, with the batony of Preſton, upon 
. which they ſtand, were granted to the family of NrrusbaAkz, one of whom 
gave to a ſecond ſon the chief part of that Barony, and fewed out the reſt. 


+ At a little diſtance to bent of this, there was lately diſcovered a | 


Ef. vaen, or ſiune coffin, in which was found an urn. The ſides and ends 
of it were built with ſmall ſtones, and covered with thin broad ones. The 
ſtones are ſtill in uſeful preſervation ; they make a part of a diviſion dyke, 
upon the farm. To the ſouth of this, another was found, but of its conſtruc- 
tion the writer has not yet been informed, ln the centre of the pariſh, nigh 
the public road, ſtood a Druidical temple, which was lately deſtroyed, for the 
purpoſe of clearing the ground, and building farm houſes. Several urns have 
| been turned up by the plough, One was found in the foundation of the pre- 
ſcut manſe, 50 


n 15 


Anlagen and Diſaduuntagen.— From the natural ſitua- 


aon of the pariſh—the extent of ſea coaſt, upon which there 
is plenty of ſleach and ſome ſea weed, with the bays and har- 

| bours formerly mentioned, it muſt poſſeſs many advantages: 
No farmer in the pariſh is above two miles diſtant from the 

| harbour, where he can ſhip the produce of his farm, and re- 

f ceive the higheſt prices given in the country. The want of 
r 


fuel is the only diſadvantage under which this pariſh labours. 


Coal brought from Cumberland, in the north of England, is 


the common fuel, which, to the farmer, and more particularly 


to the labourer and the indigent, is a very grievous expence. 
e This, however, in ſome meaſure has been leſſened, by the 
e the late repeal of the duty. upon coal carried coaſt-ways, for 
5 which this pariſh, in particular, is much e to the 5 
„ the right honourable HExRT Douxpas. | 
8 
f Character of the Inhabitants.—A. conſiderable number of 
l, the inhabitants of different ranks and conditions of life, are 
It induſtrious, ſober, active, and charitable. In their religious 


loyalty to his Majeſty, and their attachment to the preſent 


foon appear. 


NUMBER 


ſentiments, they are rational and liberal, and, in their political 
opinions, they are manly and loyal. As a proof of their 


* 


form of government, they have already ſubſcribed 101. to 
be applied in furniſhing with ſhoes, made in the pariſh, their 
brave and gallant countrymen now on the continent, © fup-. 
8 porung order, regular government, true liberty and reli- 
« gion.“ It is We that a « very: liberal menen will . 
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NUMBER IX 
PARISH or S. FERGUS, 


cox r 11 of Baxer, Sn OF ; AppRDEER, AND Paxspr rn 
OF Dan. ) Ip 


Bu the Rev. Mr Joun Crarcit, Minister. 


*. 


Name, Situation, and Extent. 


1 5 was A inglently named ii werug üs, and often 
Longley, the church being ſituated not far from the old place 
of Inverugie, on thoſe pleaſant and extenſive downs called 
the Link of St. Fergus. The church was removed from this 
ſite anno 1616, when the church and pariſh aſſumed the 
name of its patron ſaint, to whom the 19th of November, 
according to the Scotch callendar, was ſacred. This parilh, 
though it belongs to the county of Ban, is ſituated in that 
Ane of Aberdeen, called Buchan. ap he coaſt is waſhed 


on 


„ # The male line of the old Eails of Bucuan, to whom this country ori- 
ginally belonged, failing in the perſon of FexGus, the laſt Earl of the ancient 


9 his only daughter married WiLL1iam CUMINE of the family of Bade- 
| noch, 


ſon 
bre 
ext 


RT 
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on the Faſt by the German Onan, ls on 16 South, by 
the ſmall river of Ugie, which a eng it from the * of 
Peterhead: The extent is 28 . £6 

eee 


noch, who in de right dae Earl of Buchan, about the beginning of the 


7 3th Century. The pariſh of St Fergus, and fome other ſmall eſtates, ſeem to 
have been given off by the ancient Earls, but there ſtil} remained an im- 


menſe eſtate, ſituated i in Banff and Aberdeen ſhires, to en William Cum- 
ine ſucceeded by his marriage. | 


| The Cumines continued to enjoy t their vaſt fortune until the year 1308. 


This name, then one of the moſt powerful in Scotland, violently oppoſed the 
ſucceſſion of King Ronzar Bauer to the Crown, but were completely over, 


thrown by him at Inverury. The king, according to Fox Dux, purſued the 
Cumines as far as Fyvie, where, having diſperfed them, he encamped ſor 


for ſome time, until the parties which he ſent out had burnt the Earl of Bu- 


chan's eſtate. In the Parliament holden at Perth, anno 1320, the King di- 


vided the Earl's lands among his own ſriends. To the family of Dover as 


he gave the greateſt part of the pariſhes of Ctimond and Longmay, and a 
part of the pariſhes of Tyrie and Aberdour. This appears from a charter, 
which AxcniBALD the xoth Lord Dovcras obtained from King Robert, 
« Dilecto et deli noſire, AxchIALDO DE DoVGLAs, pro homagio et fervitio 
« fuo” of the lands of Rothſay, Crimond and Cairnglaſs, &c, in Buchan. 
Upon the family of CRawroxp he beſtowed the batony of Kelly, com- 
prehending part of the pariſhes of Tarves, New-Deer, Old-Deer and Long. 
fide, Theſe lands reverted to the Crown by the forfeiture of ALEXANDER 
karl of CrawrorD, and a conſiderable part of them was beſtowed by King 
Janes II. on James Go Do of Methlic, Anceſtor of the Earl of Aberdeen, 


{ Charts i in pub, archiv.) King RoBxxT gave to the family of Error the 


pariſhes of Cruden, Slains, and part of the pariſhes of Logie, Ellon, and 


Udney. To the MakIscHaAL family he gave the pariſh of Peterhead, part of 5 


Longſide and Old-Deer, the lands of Auchines in the pariſh of Rathen, Pit- 


tendrum in Pitſligo pariſh, and Troup, in the pariſh of Gamrie. Joux 


Cumin, the fourth Earl of Buchan of that name, had, before his forfeiture 
and out-lawry by King Robert, given the barony of Philorth in portion 
with his daughter MARGARET, who was married to Sir Johx Ross, ſecond 
ſon of the Earl of Ross, who diſponed theſe lands to Hugh Earl of Roſs, his 
brother, by a charter, dated at Inverneſs 1316, This barony was then of great 
extent, hg rs. the pm of Fraſersburgh, moſt r of Tyric, Aber- 

dour, 
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Links, arable, but not allowed to be plowed, 435 5o 


Moſs - ELON , 795 52 


ö Soil and Surface-The ſoil in general is A rich clay, and 
when properly cultivated is abundantly fertile. The appear. 


ance of the pariſh is an alternate ſucceſſion of little rifing 
grounds and valleys, but no moor or barren ground. The 


piece of ground called the Links of St. Fergus, is perhaps 


one of the moſt pleaſant plains in Scotland, extending along 
dour, Pitſligo, and Rathen, (which laſt comprehends the greateſt part 


of Strichen patiſh,) together with ſeveral lands in the pariſhes of Turriff 
and King-Edward. This, together with the whole eſtate of Roſs, was en- 


tailed by WII LIAu Earl of Ross, on his eldeſt daughter Eupham, who was 


married to Sir WALTER LESLIE, and the heirs of her body; whom failing, 
to Janet his ſecond daughter, who was married to Sir ALEXANDER FRASER 


of Cowie, anceſtor of Lord SaLToNn. By this marriage Sir ALEXANDER 
FRASER got this barony, a conſiderable port of which continues to be the 


property of Lord Salton. 


A part of the ancient Earldom of Buchan was i fituated i in the Thanedon 
of Formartine, which is that diſtrict of Aberdeenſhire, that i is bounded by the 
river Don on the South, and the Ythan on the North. This part of the 
Earl of Buchan's property remained with the Crown, until Davio Il. 
gave it to his brother in law WILLIAM, the Sth Earl of Sutherland, as 
appears by a charter of that King, dated at Dundee, zoth July, 1366. 
Totam illam + thanagit noftri de Formartine, cum pertinentibus, jacth. 
in biee- cunttatu 4s Aberdeen, Ic. Thereafter the Earl diſpoſed of theſe lands 

to William, eldeſt ſon of William, the 4th Earl of Orkney, a as appears by 
an inſeſtment produced in Parliament, given by James Il. Dilects conſan. 
eines ſuo, Gulielmo de Sancio- Claro, filio & beredi apparenti comitis Orcade & Ca. 
thaniz, of the land and barony of Newburgh, and ſeveral others in Aberdeen- 
ſhire, together with the ſalmon fiſhing on Ythan, 16th March 1459, (Recor 
ef Parliament) This WIILIAu was progenitor oi LoxD SixcLAls, whol: 


family enjoyed thele lands for 200 years, and then diſpoſed of them to Udoy 
ol that ilk, Turin of F overan, and others. 


dom 


II. 
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the coaſt ſeveral miles, but of unequal breadth. It a 
abundance of ſhort ſweet graſs, white clover, wild thyme; 


and other herbs, which are thought to contribute much to 
that delicacy and fine flavour, for which the mutton fed u- 
pon them is remarkable. Between the links and the ſea 
there is a range of little hills, moſtly clay, all covered with 
bent, which, as it is carefully preſerved, is {till encreaſing, 


and proves an excellent defence againſt the blowing of the 


ſand, which, on a low ſhore, without ſuch a barrier, would 
do very material damage to the paſture ground of the links; 
and alſo to the * holds. 


Seng Confl, Minerals, re —The ſhore in the patiſh of St. 


Fergus forms two ſegments of a circle ; the one, beginning 
at the mouth of the Ugie, terminates at the Scotſtown Craig, 


and the other reaches from this Craig to Rattray-head, the 
property of Mr Harvey of Broadland. The rocks both at 
Rattray and Scotſtown afford plenty of lime-ſtone; which at 
low water is eaſily quarried. At Scotſtown as well as at Craig- 
Ewan, hard by the mouth of the Ugie, there is abundance 


of excellent granite z and, all along the coaſt, an inexhauſti- 


ble quantity of ſhells, which are now uſed as manure 
with great advantage. From theſe two rocks of Craig- 


Ewan and Scotſtown, a very trifling quantity of kelp 1 is made 


every ſecond 425 


F/bery, Proprietor, 4 Se. — All kinds of fiſh, found on the E. 
eoaſt of Scotland, are eaught here in great abundance, ſuch 
VoL: XV. "EE 1 


The proprietor, upwards of 20 years ago, attempted to eſtabliſh a fiſli- 
ug town in this pariſh ; and if there were a proper landing place for the 
boats, it would be an excellent ſtation for fiſhers, being ſo near to Rattray- 


head, which has long been eſteemed the very beſt fiſhing ground for cod and 


: | 6 Ns R 
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as ling, fate, Wenders cod, baddeche, Coat, lobſters, Fe, 
Mr FERGUSON of Pitfour, the ſole proprietor of this pariſh, 
has the ſalmon fiſhing in the Ugie, for which he receives 
1col. Sterling yearlyrent from Meſſrs Arbuthnot in Peterhead. 
The quantity of falmon taken here in a ſeaſon, has ſome. 
times exceeded 1200 barrels ; but in one ſeaſon, they only a- 
mounted to 14 barrels and a half, It very often happens, that 
the mouth of the river is almoſt ſhut up, by large quantities 
of ſea weeds, fo that the falmon cannot enter it; and this ob. 
ſtacle generally remains until the fea weeds are curred off by 
a land flood. 


Light-Houfe and Canal propoſed. —lt is the opinion of ſhip- 
maſters, who ſail along this coaſt, that a light-houſe on Rat- 
tray-head is highly neceſſary. Within the laſt twenty years, 
ſeveral veſſels with their cargoes have been daſhed to pieces 
on the rocks of Rattray and Scot-ſtown, which would have 
been faved, had there been a light-houſe at Rattray-head. A 
canal might alſo be made at a ſmall expence, from the mouth 
of the Ugie, along the ſouth fide of this pariſh, and might 
be extended to the diſtance of ſeveral miles through the 
country weſtward. ; 


Agriculture. No ſown graſs or green crops were pro- 
duced here, until the proprietor, and ſome other gentlemen, 
formed 


| + About 25 years ago, a moſt execrable mode of farming was practiſed 

in this pariſh. Four, and. often fix horſes dragged after them the old Scotch 
ploughs. As there were at that time but few black cattle or ſheep, the ouly 
manure was the dung of the horſes, excepting that a few farmers in the S. E. 
part of the pariſh, laid ſea-weed on their grounds; the firſt crop aſter the 
dung, or fea-weed, was bear, which was ſucceeded by two crops of oats, and 

a crop of heans or peaſe, and this was followed by a crop of bear, ſometimes 
without ſea-weed, or dung. This was the manner of treating the in-ficld. 
The out-field, that is the ground which had never any manure laid upon it, 
carried 
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formed a ſociety for encouraging agriculture, and gave pre- 
miums for fallow, ſown graſs, and turnips. By this encourage- 
ment, and by obſerving the great advantage that accrued from 
early graſs, hay, and green crops, the farmers were induced to 
fallow, ſow turnips, and lay down their fields in graſs; and at 
preſent, ſome of them have generally one third of their farm 
in graſs, and a very conſiderable number of cattle are every year 
fed on turnips. Although improvements in agriculture have 
made but little progreſs, as yet, in this pariſh, it is a curious 
fact, that until the greateſt part of the leaſes were expired, 
there was nothing done in that way. This 1s chiefly owing 
to a well-placed confidence in the proprietor, who has never 
yet ejected a tenant, although many of them have had no 
leaſes for upwards of 20 years. Many offers of an increaſe 
of rent have been made for every farm, as ſoon as the leaſe 
expired; but the poſſeſſors, or their heirs, if they inclined to 
remain, have been allowed to continue in their farms, and 
no riſe of rent has been exacted · The proprietor, wiſely judg- 
ing that improvement ſhould precede a riſe of rent, has been 
at great pains to lead them to better management ; and al- 
though the encouragement given has not had all the effect 
. —_ * 


carried oats for three or four years. The fourth year, the return ſeldom 
doubled the quantity of ſeed that had been ſown. The fifth year, they fallow - 
ed che out-ficld, but gave no manure of any kind; and the ſixth year they had 
a tolerable crop of oats. The ground was then allowed to reſt for ſome 
years, and it was ſeldom before the 4th year, that it got a green ſurface. It 
no ſooner had this appearance, than it got ons plowing in winter, and Was 
ſuffered to remain in that ſtate for a year, and then had a ſecond plowing, 
and was ſown with oats, If there was any part of the field, that had not 
undergone the firſt plowing, the ſurface was dug up with the ſpade, and 
therewith dykes were made of 2 or 3 feet in height, which having been ex- 
poled to the winter froſt and rain, were in ſpring pulled down and ſpread 
upon the ground, from which the ſurface had been taken. This ground was 
then plowed, and ſeldom failed to produce one good crop of oats. 
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that might have been expected, the mode of farming is much 
changed. Inſtead of 6 horſes in a plough, they never uſe 
more than 4, and many uſe only 2, without a driver. Some 
plow with 6 oxen, ſome with 4, and ſame with 2; but the 

Horſes and oxen are of a much larger ſize than PRION and 
| Long Berwick-ſhire Fong” is now eee uſed.” 


+ Bids e dee. — The crops now d are oats, 
weighing from 14 to 16 ſtone, Amſterdam weight; bear from 
17 to 19 ſtone; beans, peaſe, turnips, potatoes, and-a little 

flax. The ſeaſon of ſowing is from the latter end of March 
to the beginning of June; and the harveſt commonly begins 
after the middle of September, and is finiſhed about the end 
of October. The rotation of crops, followed by the beſt far- 
mers, is turnips or fallow, bear laid down with graſs ſeeds, 
and after 3 or 4 years in graſs, two crops of oats are 
taken. If, after this, the ground is clean, beans are ſown, but 
if otherwiſe, turnips or potatoes, and then bear and graſs ſeeds 
Wheat has been neglected, although it is well adapted to the 
foil; but as the heritor has kept ſome good farms in his own 
hand, (when the tenants have died, or removed of their own 
accord,) to accommodate farmers from thoſe countries where 
wheat is cultivated, it is to be hoped, that this grain will in 
a few years make a principal part of the crop of this parih, 
The greateſt part of the ſoil here being a ſtrong clay, and 
all of it on a rich clay bottom, it is clear, that the carſ: 
mode of plowing and cropping would ſucceed well her: 
When this mode is introduced, the true value of this | ſoil 
will be known. 


Farm Rents and Iinprovements.— The tenants being nu 
merous, the rents are various. Some pay 90 l. in money and 
grain; and ſome 21. or perhaps even leſs. Every man who ha 


of St Fergus: „„ 


a horſe has alſo a cart. Some uſe no horſes, but do all kinds of 


farm work with oxen, One farmer, James CLARKE in Ne- 


| ther-hill, uſes oxen for his threſhing machine, which is the 
only thing of the kind, that has as yet been introduced in this 
part of the country. It is to this induſtrious honeſt man, chat 
we are indebted for introducing the ſhell ſand as a manure, 
| which now turns out to ſo great account, that many acres, 


which would not formerly have produced double the quanti- 


ty of the ſeed, now WO" weignty crops both of Roos 


hay. 


Reports —This pariſh always produces more grain than 
is ſufficient for the ſupport: of its inhabitants; and even in 
the year 1782, had the produce been kept within the pariſh, 
there would have been no nzed of any foreign ſupply. About 


1600 bolls of grain are exported annually ; butter and 


cheeſe to the value of 60061. Sterling; fat cattle, horſes, 
and theep, to a conlderable amount ; and a ſmall F J of 
hay and potatoes. 


"of 


Population. The population of this pariſh is ſomewhat 


leſs than it was 40 years ago. The following table ſhows 
the decreaſe, as well as che ages, profeſhanng Kc. of the in- 
habitants. 

S rarisrical. TaßlLE or THE PARISH oF ST FERGUS. 

No. of ſouls in 1755, as returned to Dr ; 


4 12 
5 
bel 


| Webſter, | 3 | | 

Ditto in 1775, = 1254 Decreaſe, 17 
Ditto in 1793, - — 1240 Ditto 14 
Total decreaſe within 40 years, 31 


AGEs, Sexes, BIZ Tus, Kc. 
No of perſons under 10 years of 


„„ - 108 No. of males, - 559 
—— Between 10 and 20 230 Females, | - bo 681 
— — . 20 and 50 409 | — 

Majority of females, 122 
| Ne. 


No. of perſous between 50 and 7o, 27% 


Aged 70 aad upwards, 227 
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Annual average of births +, for) 


years preceding October 1 7925 28 


Ditto of marriages, 5 8 


Ditto of deaths = f 22 | 


Cod ptrions, Peorrsious, &e. 


No. of proprietors, =» 
— -- Miniſters, / - = 
— - School-maſters, 1 
— Farmers, +. -- In 
— Shop-keepers, eee 
— Weavers, e408 
——- Smiths, _ - 9 


——- Wrights and Coopers, I2 


— Shoe- makers, | $ 
—— Tailors, 565 
— . Maſons, ? , 535 
; | 5 Inn-keepers, - 2 
. 6 
5 STocr,, RenTSs, &c. : 

No of Horſes, - + 1. 08 
— Black Cattle, 785 
og Sheep, Wn, 998 
—— Mills, . i= 
3 Ploughs, 121 70 


Valued rent in Scotch mo- 


„„ L. 3000 00 
| | Wars 9. 5 
A man ſervant, per annum, when 


maintainedſ, from L. 6 to L. 800 


1 A woman ditto from IL. 3, to 400 


A reaper in harveſt, with main- 
tainance PT 

Ditto when hired per 45 y, Tod or 10 

A female ditto, per ſeaſon, 1 00 


Ditto per day, from 6d to 6 0 
A wright per day, maintained, 
from dd to 010 
A tailor, ditto 80 6 


A maſon, without maintainance, 
from 18. 8d. to 0 110 
A day labourer with meat oo 6 


6 Ditto without it, gd or 0010 


 Reric1ous PERSUASIONS. 


Members of the Eſtabliſhed 


Eon, 1145 
Antiburgher Seceders, 25 
Scotch Epiſcopalians, ES 


Abe Anger . bleach-field at Inverugie, 8 
to Mefirs Forbes, Scott, and Co. employs a good many 


hands. There 1s every apparatus ſor bleaching thread; and 


the 


1 ALEXANDER AnDeR30N, miller at laverugie, aged 70, has 40 grand- 


mores, all under 20 years of age. 


5 The prices of vroviſions are the ſame here as at Peterhead. 


4 When the man ſervant lives out of the family, he has, beſides the above 
wages, 6 bolls and a half of meal, at 8 tone per boll Amſterdam weight, and 


x boll ten pecks of malt, Aberdeen - ſuire meaſure with vegetables. 


he v: 


$900 
ſpun 

ber de 
Work 
mune 


and ( 


OVE | 


and 
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tie value of the thread whitened here annually, 1s about 


£9001. Sterling. — A conſiderable quantity of linen yarn is 
ſpun in this pariſh, 'by which a woman can earn about gd. 
ver day.— The weavers here are kept in employment by 
working for Meflrs Kitgours, woollen- manufacturers at Kin- 
mundy, in the parith of Longſide, and Alexander Dalgarno 
and Co. Peterhead. The beer and porter brewery at Inveru- 
vie is carried on by Mr Seller with ſucceſs; and a diſtillery 
of whiſky, by William Lille, and Co. at che ſame place, 
turns to good acount. 


. ſmall-pox carried off great numbers for- 
merly; but as inoculation is now become general, this diſeaſe 
is leſs fatal. The ſcurvy, with which many people here 


were affected, is not ſo general, owing perhaps to the more 


liberal uſe of vegetables. Fevers, and often conſumptions, 
prove fatal in this and the neighbouring pariſhes ; but the 
moſt terrible diſeaſe, that has been known in this part of the 
country for a century, is the putrid fore throat, which was 
not known here before December 1799. The number of 
deaths were more than double that year, owing to ravages 
made by this diſcaſe. 


Language and Eiymologies.— The dialect called broad Bu- 
chans is ſpoken here. It is thought to approach nearer to 
the ancient Gothic, than the language of any other diſtrict in 
Scotland. As the Picts were the antient inhabitants of the 
Laſt coaſt of Scotland, they impoſed names on the different 
places, expreſſive, (in their language,) of their ſituation or 
ſome particular property. It is not eaſy to aſſign any good 
reaſon, for attempting to derive the names of places in this 
country from the Celtic, as there is no evidence, that it was 


inhabited by the Celts. The names of all the places in this 
| ' pariſh 
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ma a0 the adjacent country, plainly appear to be Go. 
tic, Saxon, or Daniſh. For example, South-effie, Middle-effi 
and North-eſſie, ſignify the South, Middle, and North paſture, 


or feeding place, from the Teutonic Ehen, to feed. Pittin- 


of a well known {hrub. Pitfour, the hollow trench; Pitflis:, 
anciently Pirſligach, the ſlaughter hollow. Cruden, was cer- 
tainly a part of the ancient Cruthenica, or PiCtiſh kingdom, 
ſo called ftom Cruthen the firſt king of the Pits. Deer, the 
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cept a few old planes at Inverugie. + The proprietor has 


SY 


paid much attention to the raiſing of wood on his other eſtates, 


— — — 
PI OY Y —— 


is pariſh has been covered with wood, chiefly oak, aller, birch, hazel, and 
willow, the remains of all which are found in the moſſes. No roots or trees, 


heath, compounded of the Saxon Pit, and Heath, the name 


name of a neighbouring pariſh, ſignifies a valley, and is very 
expreſſive of the ſituation of that place. Broadland; the land 
of bread. Crimond, anciently Creichmont, the low or little 

nount. Lonmay, anciently Longmay, the long green, Ke. 


2 1 preſent there i is no ; word in the pariſh, ex· 


particularly in the pariſhes of Deer and Longſide, where be 
has planted 940 Engliſh acres. They were all planted with 
Scotch firs, which ſucceeded in about one fourth of the whole, 
and that part has been filled up with barren timber of dil- 
ferent kinds. Where the Scotch firs have failed, the larch 
and ſpruce have come forward ; and it feems probable, that 

; by 


+ There is clear evidence, that, at ſome former period, a great part of 


however, of the Scotch fir have been found, which ſhows that this kind of 
wood is not proper for this part of the country. It would appear that the 
woods in this country had, at one time or other, been deſtroyed by fire, as the 
marks of that element are viſible on many of the roots and trees that af dug 
up in the moſſes. It may not be an improbable corjecture, that this happen · 
ed anno 1308, when King Kozerr Bruce defegred Cunning Earl of Buchau, 
near Inverury. Fordun, q after narrating this defeat, adds, * comitat- n dt 
Buchan igne conſumſit. 


J Fordun, vol. II. . 247, 


of . ra 3 


by aan bel phanihiy lareh and ſpruce ers for Hterſeries] 


other trees may be brought up.” Many draihs have already 


been made, and ſeveral thouſands of larches and ſpruces have 
been planted, and the ſame e id are ene on 


* Yo whole,” {ea le god: bas. rad 10 b 


2 ” = #: * f + © ah 4 * — 4 * 1 N : 
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| Roads and Bridge. The Pepe ns een pa- 


fiſhy. are thoſe” leading from Peterhead to Fraferburghiand 
Banff, and from Peterhead to Old Deer. They are kept in 
tolerable repair by the ſtatute labour, bur will never be 


good roads until turnpikes are eſtabliſped. It is not to be 
imagined that any man will work a day on tlie: roads, when | 
he may redeem his labour for 3d. If ever a mail coach be 
eſtabliſhed, for the accommodation of the country north of | 
Aberdeen, the courſe muſt be by the coaſt ſide, at leaſt in 
winter, as the other road by Fyvie i is often impaffable; on ac- 


count of the depth of the ſnow'; and the certainty of paſ- 


ſengers, from the towns on the coaſt, eſpecially at Peterhead, f 
where chere is always a great reſort of company for the 
benefit of the mineral well, will make the road by the coaſt. 


lide eligible i in ſummer. 'The only bridge in this pariſh is 


that over the Ugie, onthe road from Peterhead to Fraferburgh 


and Banff. It conſiſts of two arches. This bridge was Built, 


in conſequence of an act of Parliament for that effect, in the 


reign of James the YE. of 1 neh and II. L of . * 


| Beale ehaſtical State, —This bim is one of the 32 the tithes 
and patronage whereof belonged t to the Abbey of Arbroath. 6 
Vol. XV. ee e eee The 


* Reprinted Ads of Parl. Jauzs VII. Par. 1. 2 


§ The miniſter of St. Fergus formerly ſupplied the PS at ae 


by preaching there every third ſabbath, until 1618, when Fetterangus was 
anexcd to Deer, Fettcrangus, as well as St. Fergus, is in n Banff ſhire; and the 


* | reaſon 


a3 Be n &? Bk hat - 1 9 l 2 1 „ n =_ 
EI ns oc 0 MS VI OO en gee Fog => eee rt DIRT OI Te og en be = 


Y 

IN 

2 

2 

: 
1 
9 
Bo 
$ 
ö "LY 
ey 


HE 


= 
j 
n - . 
: . 
— A "FR => ä — 5 EE G i CE CEC INE — — — — \ \ \ 
4 Ve 7 4 44 r — — * r rr 2 * r r — 22 — 5, 7 296; — — — cINIIN — — — — — — 
oo o 2 a hg * — „ 3 p 2 * = hg - \ 4 _ A "> mes — 85 as Az A 'S-1 4 — * * * * F 4 8 — — F — 2 = — — — 
= — * * 2 — . 5 N Kg 2 edgy —_ : 5 AS r hs S , «s- 3 D : r e — — — 
— Y 23z CE . 2 W n 3 n W nn 9 8 N b 322 — . 8 4 = £2 BELLS ©: 1 2 . 
* . 5 . 2 N. 0 Ra * 2 1 e wh SVG «as 4 * . 2: 2 9 r n 7＋ 5 rn 2 en = £ — ago: S r 2 — = 
= * - f \ 4 > "IT _— lb * 5 D * 8 = CT —＋ * 2 N 4 2 8 72 > py; A oy, og A _ 2 Tr i % n 9 
5 1 * 2 1 — . * 4 a — = — r D N Fn 2 1 2 4 a 
"Io fn of þ 222 — 1 = — r ge ron Fog = er . — n n ; . SLAC EIS — 
© * 4 —= Tz 8 4 * — A # 


\ 


2 146 


plied, that there are no beggars i in the pariſh. 


, 


x by the attainder of the Earl of Pax MuRE, who 
unfortunately. engaged in the rebellion i in 1715, the patron- 


age fell to the Crown. The ſtipend is 90 1,. including one 


chalder of bear, and three of meal, valued at 8 I. G 8. 8d, þer 
chalder. The glebe is about 8 acres of good land. The 


church was built in 1763, and the manſe in 1766; and both 
are in good __ nn is no ane ee daft in 


o 8 


os 15 75 e nee wat e 


$-bools—The Chon heads was, built. anno 47; 85. "The 


ſalary of the ſchool- maſter conſiſts of 10 bolls of meal paid 


by the pariſhioners, and 3 1 98. paid by heritors. He draw 
2 l. from the kirk. ſeſſion as their clerk, beſides What he re- 


ceives at baptiſms and marriages. As there are generally 


ſome private ſchools in the pariſh, the number of ſcholar; 


attending the parochial ſchool ſeldom exceeds 30. Such as 
are taught Latin pay 28. 6d, arithmetic, 2 8, reading. and writ. 
ing, 8. Os and reading Engliſh 1 8. per 9 


* —The nk hy on he? poor s roll in the pariſh is 39; 


and the funds, from which they are ſupplied, ariſe from 1201, 
at intereſt, the profits of a herſe for burials, which, at an ave- 
rage, produces. 3 J. per annum beat. rents, al. 148. 4d; &c. the 


weekly collections 24 |. per annum; amounting in all to 35. 

148. 4d. JaMes FERGUSON, Eſq; of Prrrovx, the ſole pro- 
prietor of the pariſh, gives annually a liberal donation to the 
poor, by which, and the aboye funds, they are ſo well ſup- 


Eminent 


reaſon is faid to be, th at the Curynes of inverugie, the ancient proprietors, | 

who were heritable Sheriffs of Banff, obtained an act of the Legiſlature, de. 
claring their own lands to be within their own juriſdiction. St. Fergus, Fet 
terangus, and Strolach, in New-Machar pariſh, which alſo belonged to the 
Cheynes, pay the land tax and window tax, as parts of Banff- ſnire, but in eve!) 
other reſpeR are ſubject to the juriſdiction of the Sheriff of Aberdeen, 


family of 83 acquired a light to "WY tithes and 
patronage; by 


[nent 


etors, 


ow minent M en. A and vi dap # toder this anticle; to 


give a ſhort account of the moſt eminent family i in confi 
| the CoMINEs, who were Earls of BUCKAN, * and either pro- 


ad; = 2 5 Prietors 

i 1 The chief of this family e was ; Comine Lord Bast voen, "of whom were : 
deſcended the Earls of Buchen and Monteith, and 32 knights §. This fac- | 
tion, with the Earls of Mark and AT HOLL, with whom they were connected | 


by marriages, ruled the kingdom as they pleaſed, during ſome years in the 


latter part of the reign of ALEXANDER the u. and n che firſt leer 13 
the reign of ALEXANDER III. 8 p 
The male line of che antient Earls of Buchan «hs in the perſon 55 
Frxcus 79 ® the laſt Far! of the ancient race, his daughter Max jour married 
WiLuam CO MINE of the houſe of Badenoch, who in his right became Earl 
of Buchan about the beginning of the I 3th e century. His poſterity « continued 
to enjoy this great eſtate for 100 years, and were the moſt powerful ſubjeQs 
in the kingdom, This Earl founded the abbey of Deer, and endowed it with 
a conſiderable revenue in lands ſituated in the county of Aberdeen, Anno 
1218. He was conſtitated great Juſticiary of Scotland by ALEXANDER U. in 


1220 ; and his brother Wal TER was by the ſame King created Earl of Mo- 


TEITH, he having married the heireſs of that family, by whom he got a large 
eſtate. The CUMINEs being now ſo rich and powerful, they became formi- 
dable, not only to the nobles, but even to the King. They were called to 


anſwer before the King and Eſtates, anno 12 $5 for their various acts of 


tyranny, oppreſſi on, murder, and fecrilege, and not appearing, a ſentence of out- 


lawry and ſorfeiture was pronounced againſt them; but Government was too 


weak to put this ſentence in execution. The faction, greatly irritated by this 


ſentence, reſolved to take the firſt opportunity of getting the king's perſon | 


into their power f. WaLTER, Earl of Monteith, was the principal actor in 
this plot; and having along with him Wik LIAM: the 2d Earl of Buchan of 


the | 


8 konvon and Melon. | 


14 A charter granted by Fercus Farl of Bocwan : to how the 1 of Ucu- | 


EY is to be ſeen in the Advocates library. From the charter it appears that 
Fergus had exchanged the lands, ſituated betwixt Gicht and the Bank of Bebilch, with 
John for the lands of Slains ; and John Was * to give attendarse at the courts 
beld by the Earl Bis Eo: haunts at Ella. | 
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prietors or ſuperiors, of all that Earidom, beſides many con- 


; derable. eſtates in other parts of the kingdom. But as it 
ae Beis , en on „ 8 Would 


1 o 


the name of Cumine, th Earl of Kinds” ord Bavexocn, the Earl of 


Maxx, and others of their, adherents, they entered the royal apartments 


at Kinroſs, early i in the morning of the 28th of ORober 12 55, and made the 


king a priſoner before he was; awake, and carried him to Stirling. They 
then diſmiſſed his Majeſty' s ſervants, and filled all places of truſt with their 
own adherents. 80 great was their power, that the king, after he had recov- 


ered his liberty, thought it prudent to give them a full pardon. 


» ALEXANDER, the 3d Earl of Buchan, of the name of Cumine, Was 
Tulticiary a and Lord high Conſtable of Scotland, and was appointed one of the 


fix governors: of the kingdom, aſter the death of King ALexaxper III. He 


founded an hoſpital : at Turriff, anno 1222, ſor twelve poor huſbandmen, and 


another at Newburgh, both i in Aberdeenſhire. Joux, the ath Earl of Buchan, 
| conſtable of Scotland, was one of the arbiters choſen on the part of Joux 


Ba11oL, in the competition] for the Crown between him and Roß RT Brvce, 
At this time, Joux Conz, Lord Babz Noch, commonly called the Black 
Cumine, claimed the Crown of Scotland, as being deſcended of HrcxasiLa, 
daughter and heireſs of GoTHzRIC, ſon and heir of DoxaLD king of Scotland, 
It-is well known how this affair was determined by Epward I. of England. 


To the Black Cumine, ſucceeded his ſon Jonx CoMNeE, Lord of Badenoch, 


commonly called the, Red Cumine. Scotland had now for a conſiderable time 


| groaned under the yoke of Engliſh ſervitude : Baliol had meanly given up 


his pretended right to the Crown to Edward; and Bruce had ſecretly inti- 


= mated to his friends his intention of afferting his title ro the royal dignity. 


Conner, ever mindful of his own intereſt, made a ſolemn engagement with 
RonenT, to aid him with all kis power in mounting the throne, provided he 


| thould be reſtored to the large poſſeſſions which his family had formerly enjoy- 


ed; but, after deliberating upon the affair, he began to doubt the event: If 
the attempt failed he was undone; and he did not know how to retract: His 


own black heart ſuggeſted the deteftable remedy : His hopes of great rewards 


from England induced him to divulge the whole ſcheme of the Scottiſh 
patriots to EpwakrD ; and Bavce, finding that he was betrayed, with difficulty 
eſcaped to Scotland, where, diſcovering clear proof of the villany of CUMiNE, 
ke-purſued him to the church of Dumfries, whither, from conſcious guilt, he 
kad fled ſor refuge, and puniſhed him as his crime deſerved, on the teuth 
of February 1306. Having no iſſue, he was the laſt Lord Badenoch, of 
the name of Cuuinx. The Hlavglter of the Red Cumine by Bruce inſpir- 
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of St Fergus, 0 


would WY exceed the limits of a ſtatiſtical account to 


notice, even briefly, the many illuſtrious characters in this : 
great | 


of the whole clan with a | defire to revenge his Kath. They continued vio- 
lently to oppoſe Baver ; but, by defeating the Earl of Buchan at Inverurie, 
anno 1 308, he put an end to the greatneſs of this too powerful family. Bauer 
purſued the Cumines to Fyvie, where they were entirely diſperſed; He en- 
camped there, until the return of the parties which he had ſent out to burn 
the Earl of Bucnan” s eſtate: The Karl was then forfeited and out- lawed. J. 
At what particular period the Cu EVNESs became proprietors of this pariſh, 
is not certainly known; but it would appear, that they were in poſſeſſion of 
this eſtate before the. Cumines ſucceeded to the Earldom of Buchan. Sir 
Nrcinolp Cuerne of Inverugie was the founder of the Carmelites houſe in 
Aberdeen; and, beſides other revenues, beſtowed upon it 40s. 7 yearly out of | 
his lands of Blackwater, in this pariſh, He had, by his wife, a daughter of 
Cumine, Lord Badenoch, two ſons; Sir ReGiNaLD, who, in 1267, was pre- 
moted to the office of Lord Chamberlain of Scotland}; Henky Cuerxs, the 


Chamberlain's brother, was elected Biſhop of Aberdeen, anno 1281. He was 


one of thoſe who ſwore fealty to Edward, anno 1295. As he was nearly re- 
lated to the Cumines, he adhered to that party, and was obliged to leave 
this country, and take refuge in England, where he remained in exile until 
King RosxxT was pleaſed to recal him. He was ſo happy in being allowed 
to reſume his functions, that he applied all the revenues of the ſee, which, 

during his abſence, had increaſed to a very conſiderable ſum, i in building the 
iwidge over the Don at Aberdeen. This bridge conſiſts of one Gothic arch, 
72 feet wide at the water, and the height, from the water to the top of the 


arch, is 60 ſeet. He died anno 1329, —_— been biſhop of Aberdeen 48 | 


years, 


A. filver ſeal, uſed by this Earl in his father's lifetime, was 1 Rind at 
the monaſtery of Tungland in Galloway: It bears a ſoield embattled at top, and 
containing three garbs or wheat ſheaves : The Legend, S. Jouis Comin, Fel. Com. de 


Buchan, An impreſſion of this ſeal wwas ſent to that moſt ingenious antiquary Captain. 
HENRY HUTTON of the Royal Regiment of Artillery, who it is. boped-will ſoon 


favour the Public with his valuable collection of Antiquities, 


+ Writes of King 5 College 


+ Fordun, vol. 2 X 106. and Lives of Officers of State. 
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+ great ban; ; and; a8, Had; Teh ditquifitions belong more 
: properly to the department of the h Morian or biographer, than 


to 


years. The dire& male line of the Cazvwes J of inverugie failed in the 
| reign of David, II. and the pariſh of St Fergus, with the other eſtates belong- 
ing to the family, fell ꝛ0 two heireſſes, the eldeſt of whom, MartoTus 
 Caxyns, married John Keith of Ravenſcraig, ſecond ſon of Sir EDdwary 
Ker rH, great Mariſchal of Scotland, who in her right became proprietor of 
| this pariſk about the year 1360. The direct male line of Joux Keiru fail. 
ed in the perſon of Sir WILLIAM Keira of Inverugie, who fell in the battle 
of Flowden. He left two daughters, the eldeſt of whom was married to 


William the 4th Earl Mariſchal, ſometime before 1538. By this marriage 
Earl MaRIsC4AL became proprietor of St Fergus. He was poſſeſſed of one 


| : of the greateſt land eſtates at that time in Scotland, In the years I530, and 


15 40, 


14 The porif of St 7 ne "Iv but a | ſmall fart f the n if this ancient 
Tomily. Niſbet ſays, ( Heraldry, wol. I. Pp. 130% that be ſaw a charter granted by 
Reynold Cheyne, ſon of Reynold who was the ſon of Reynold, of the lands of Dur). 


| King RokERT BRuce gives the lands of Dalmeny, which formerly belonged to 


RoGcer MovUBRAY, to REGINALD CREYNE, as that king's charter bears in the 


Earl of Hadlington's collefions. REGINALD CHEYNe gives the lands of Ardlogie, 


in the pariſb of Fyvie, for ſupporting a chaplain in the priory of Fyvie, which was 
ſubordinate to the abbey of ARBROATH., / Chart. of Arbroath, } 

From Caevne of laverngie, were deſcend d the Cheynes id EF Namen, Arnoge, 
Pitfichie, and Straloch, all which are now extinct. 

CarisiTan CuegyNE, a daughter of Straloch, was married to Sir ALEXANDER 
SETON of that ilk, who bravely defended the town of Berwick againſt King E- 
ward and the whole Engliſh army, anno 1333. Edward having ſummoncd the 
town to ſurrender, threatened, in caſe of refuſal, to put to death Sir ALEXANDER'S 


too ſous, then in his hands, the one as an hoftage, and the other as a priſoner, but no- 
| thing could prevail with the brave Sir Alexander to give up the town as long an it 


2vas poſſible to defend it. The perfidious Edward, thereupon, moſt barbaronſly exe. 
cuted the tus young men, WILLIAM and THOMAS SETONS, in view of their father 


tude. 


4 The youngeſt of the co-beir 2 of Cheyne of Inverugie aba married to Nicol. 
SUTHERLAND of Forbat, and brought with ber the lands of Durrus in Mare 
Tlis Nicol was anceſtor of the Lords Durrus. 
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to that of the aclſica phil-ſepber, we ſhall content ourſclves 


with giving in this place only a brief ſketch of the character of 


the great Field Marſhal Kerr, brother to GRoROR, laſt Earl 


of Marifchal and with throwing a few anecdotes of his moſt 
illuſtrious 


1740, he got chirtiry 1 on many lands wing! in the counties, Caithneſs, Inver- 
neſs, Moray, Banff, Aberdeen, Kincardine, Angus, Fife, Linlithgow, &c. 
It is ſaid, that after Queen Max x's captivity, he took no concern in public 
affairs, and by living a retired life in his caſtle of Dunottar, he got the name 
of WiLLIAM IN THE TowER, He fo much improved his eſtate, that at his 
death it was reckoned worth 270,000 merks Scots, or 14,208]. 6s, 8d. Sterling. 
This eſtate was ſo ſituated, that in travelling from the north point of Caith. 


neſs, to the borders of England, he could. * every — on his owg 


ground. f 


This noble Lord died in an adyanegd: age in 1 58x, and Was fugccoded by 


his grandſon GrorGe, the 5th Farl Mariſchal, one of the moſt eminent men 


of his time. After having ſtudied at Geneva, under the famous Taropore 
Beza, he travelled through Italy and Germany, where he viſited the Land- 
grave of Hesse, Prince of the CaTT1, who, underſtanding who he was, re- 
ceived him kindly, and treated him with great magnificence, as a Scotch 
deſcendant of the ancient CaTT1, In 7 589 he was ſent ambaſſador extraor- 
dinary to the court of Denmark, to eſpouſe the Princeſs ANNE in name of 
James VI. of Scotland, and 1. of England. Being poſſeſſed of a great eſtate, 
he appeared with all the luſtre and magnificence with which the wealth of 
Scotland could adorn bim, and that chiefly on his own expences. In 1593, 
he made a noble foundation of a college at Aberdeen, and obtained from the 


Crown, for the ſupport of it, the lands and houſes belonging to ſome of the 


religious at Aberdeen, which had not been ſued off before the Reformation. 


l| Pub. Records, and Haddington Collections, page 925 9 3. Ve. 


+ This Earl was a æcalous promoter of the Reformation, but ape, all violent 


proceedings i in that A hair. When the Confeſſiun of Faith was preſented io Parliament, 
in 15 bo, the Earl of Mariſchal floud up, and ſaid, & It is loug ſince 1 carried ſome 
% favour to the truth, and was ſumewhat zealous for the Roman religion; but this 
day hath fully reſolved me of the truth of the one, and the falſebood of the other ; 


* for, ſceing (my Lords) the biſhops, who, by their learning, can, and for the zeal 


* they ſhould have for the truth, would, as I ſuppoſe, gainſuy any thing repugnant to 
e it, ſay nothing againſt the Confeſſion ave have heard, 1 cannot think but it ic the 
* TauTy or Gop, and the contrary of it is falſe deteſ/able dodirine''. 
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illuſtrious anceſtors into the notes. This great man was bor 
at INVERUGIE, in this pariſh, and was baptized i6th June 1696, 
by the names of JAMES FRANCIS Epwarb. * He early en- 
tered into the military ſervice abroad, roſe to the Higheſt 
rank in the army, and was inferior to no general of his tim: 
in military capacity. He accompanied his brother . Lat] 
 Mariſchal to the battle of Dunblane, and afterwards went 
abroad to ſeek preferment at the Spaniſh Court; but na 
finding a quick promotion there, he entered into the Ruſſian 
ſervice, and was by PETER the Great promoted to the rank of 
a general officer. He afterwards entered into the ſervice of 
FrEDERic III. King of Pruſſia, who raiſed him to the rank of 
Field Mariſhal. He commanded that king's armies ſometimes 
alone, and at other times along with his Majeſty, until the 

: | fatal battle of Hochkirchen, on the 14th Oftober 1758. The 
Field Marſhal, returning. from a ſeparate command, found 
that the King had encamped in a very improper place, and 
inſtantly told his Majeſty that DAuN would ſurprize them that 
night. His prediction proved too true ; ; and the Field Mar- 
ſhal, making a glorious defence, was unſortunately killed. He 
was buried in the church-yard of Hochkirchen, but the 
King of Pruſſia had his corpſe taken up, and ſent to Ber— 
lin, where he was again interred with the greateſt 1 mi litary 
honours. f | 
. Anliquilies 

Haß iiſmal Regiſter of farifh of St. Fergus. 

t The Field Mariſhal, with all his great qualities was a very bad econo- 
miſt ; and ſometimes abſented himſelf from Court when he could not pay his 
debts. On one of theſe occaſions, the Great FReDERIC called for him, and 
found him in his garden, employed in pointing paper cannon at 1500 pins 0f 
wood in different directions, ſo 2s to diſcover how he might pour the 
greateſt quantity of ſire upon them, as their poſition changed, The King 
paid his General's debts, was delighted with the diſcovery of his amuſement, 
and augmented the number of pins to 12,000; after which, he and his 


general had many a een engagement in the garden, which proved of great 
ler vice afterwards in the field. 
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Antiquities. As this pariſh has, for upwards of 500 years, 


q been only a part of a larger eſtate, and never divided into 
. ſmall properties, we cannot expect to find ſtately manſions 
{t here. Some peices of ſtone and hme are to be met with, 
12 hard by the mouth of the Ugie, where it falls into the ſea, 
7] and here, it is ſaid, was the ancient reſidence of the family 
nt of Cheyne. They afterwards built another caſtle, to which 
ot they alſo gave the name of InvERUGIE, “ at the diſtance of 
an more than x mile weſtward, on the fame fide of the river. 
of The gte of this caſtle does honour to the judgement and 
of good taſte of its founder. Here the Ugie forms a ſemi- 
of circle before the caſtle, and the area of this ſemicircle is ter- 
es minated, by Mount- Pleaſant, a ſteep riſing ground on the op- 
he poſite fide of the river. The caſtle is now in ruins, but tlie 
he two courts are almoſt entire; part of them ſerves as a gra- 
ad Wl acry, and part is uſed as a brewery ſor porter and beer. 
nd Within a few paces of the wall of the North court, are the 
lat remains of an tce-houſe, which perhaps was the firſt of the 
ar. kind in this country.—On an eminence N. W. from the 
He caſtle, there is an artificial moat, where, it is probable, the 
he ancient proprietors held their courts for the diſtribution of 
er- juſtice. | 
rf 


Character and Manner of Living, — The people in general 
a xe very hoſpitable, kind to ſtrangers, intelligent and conten- 
ted. They have ſuch an attachment to their native ſoil, that 
iew of them chuſe to leave it. From Buchan there never 


no 

n were any emigrations, and indeed there can be no reaſon for 
and Fob; XY: --- U . any, 
s of | | 

the This continued to be the reſidence of the ſucceeding proprietors, until 


me attainder of Lord Mariſchal, who unfortunately engaged in the rebel- 
lion 1515, The preciſe time when this caſtle was built is not known; but as 


& Was built by that family. 
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one part of it, now in ruins, was called the Cheyne's- Tober, it is Probable that 
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any, as every man, who is diſpoſed to work, can always hate 
good employment and good wages, either as a mechanic 
a labourer. Although few of the farmers have leaſes, from 
many years experience, they conſider themſelves 2s perfectly 
ſecure, and in no danger of being removed, while they live 
peaceably and are punctual in the payment of their rents 
which are very moderate, when compared with thoſe of the 
neighbouring eſtates. They are ſenſible the heritor could 
have more rent than he draws from them. He has aboliſh. 
ed all cuſtoms and ſervices ; and, if any of them build goo! 
houſes, a proper allowance is made. The kind and indul- 
gent manner in which they are treated by the proprietor, 
has ſtrongly attached them to him. They are ſenſible that 
he is happy in beholding their proſperity, and will not from 
_ thence take any advantage to raiſe their rents above what 
they can bear. The manner of living here is greately chanz- 
ed within the lat thirty years. The farmers now appear at 
church and market dreſſed in Engliſh ſuperfine. cloth, and 
many of their wives and daughters in cloaks and bonnets, 
The man-ſervant is as expenſively arrayed as his maſter, and 
the dreſs of the maid-ſervant is little inferior to that of het 
miſtreſs, The food of the inhabitants formerly conſiſted 
chiefly of oat meal, and ſometimes of fiſh, but theſe gener 
ally falted end dryed; owing to this cauſe, the ſcurvy was a 
common diſeaſe. They raiſed few vegetables, and turnips 
-- often brought by ſea from Aberdeen. Every cottage! 
has his turnips, cabbages, potatoes; and many of the 
lar nere have their mutton, fed by themſelves for ſummer 
food, and the greateſt part of them kill a fed ox or cow, tt 


winter proviſion- 


NUMBER 


+ From the middle of November 1792, to the firſt of January 1795 
40 far cattle, weighing from 14 to 24 ſtone, were killed in this pariſh fe 
food during the winter, beſides a conſiderable number ot ſhcep. 
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NUMBER X. 
P ARISH or DOLL AR, 


(CounTy or CLACKMANNAN, PRESBYTERY OF OTIRLING, 
| | SyNoD or PERTH AND STIRLING.) 


By the Rev. M. OHN WATSON, Miniſter. 


Origin of the Name. 


a word DoLLa is ſaid to be Gaelic. According to ſoma 


it was formerly ſpelt Dollard, from doll, a plain, or vale, 2nd 


ard, a hill, or high land. This is perfectly applicable to its 
real ſituation, the principal part of the pariſh being a beauti- 
ful plain or valley, of about an Engliſh mile in breadth, lying 
along the foot of a high range of hills, known by the name of 
he Ochil-Hille. According to others, it may be expreſſed Doil- 
lar, ſignifying a hidden or concealed place. This alſo is 
expreſſive of its real ſituation ; which is low and not ſeen at 
any great diſtance, when one approaches it in any direction. 


Situation, Extent, Form, and Appearance.—It is ſuppoſed to 
be equally diſtant from Stirling, Kinroſs, and Dumfermline ; 
and is reckoned about 12 Engliſh miles from each. The 

U2 | middle 


100: -- Statiſtical Account | 


middle and principal part of the 1 in which both the 


church and the town ſtand, is an extenſive and gently flop- 
ing plain, beautifully interſperſed with ſmall villages, farm 
houſes, and incloſures ; and, taking in with it a ſmall part 


of Muckart on the Eaſt, and Tilhicoultry on the Weſt, it 


forms a kind of amphitheatre, of an oval ſigure, of about 3 
miles in length, and one in breadth z bounded by the Ochil- 
hills on the North, and a riſing ground on the South. This 
beautiful piain would ſ-em to have been laid down, and 
ſmoothed by the great hand of nature, to be the ſcene of ſports 
and exerciſes, ſuch as thoſe of the ancient Olympic games. 


It is of a ſouthern expoſure z and, when viewed from the 


riſing grounds, particularly on the South, the pleaſed and 


admiring beholder would be ready to pronounce it the molt. 


Es ſpot 1 in the world. 


River aud Ron Thi water of Dovan, which runs from 
E. to W. nearly divides the pariſh. The Dovan is not na- 
vigable, being a ſmall but beautiful ſtream of pure limpid 


water. Its channel, at a medium, may be about 1co feet in 


breadth, Here it gently glides over a bed of pebbles, where, 
finding itſelf at cate (as it were,) after having been daſhed 
and broken in its narrow and rugged channel, through the pa- 
rilhes of Glendovan and Muckart, it ſeems to ſport itſelf in 
many beautiful meanders ; winding from fide to fide of the 


valley, as if loth to leave the delightſul haughs of Dollar. 


Eut at times, when ſwelled by heavy rains, which come 


down in torrents from the hills, it ſuddenly overflows its 


banks to a conſiderable extent, to the no ſmall damage of 
the farmer, whoſe lands arc ſituated by the fide of it. The 
river, being ſmall, does not admit of many kinds of fiſh; yet 
there are very tine freih-water trouts, of a conſiderable ſize, 


taken in it, as well as ſparrs, in great numbers. In harveit, 


ſea 


{ea tre 
And, 

About 
great! 
killing 
bers 0 


or nol 
or by 
their! 


Bri 
Dovar 
was C 
about 
tary 
neigh 
to the 
as ma 
Way | 
felt fe 
place 
there 
time 


rally 


} 1 
cleft. 
derſo 
perſo 
top 0 


the f. 


of Dollar. 137 


{oa trouts are likewiſe killed in it, from 2 lib. to 4 lib. weight. 
And, in the ſeaſon, ſalmon are caught from 5 lib. to 20 lib. 
About 20 or 30 years ago, ſalmon were ſound in Dovan in 
creat plenty; but, from the illegal and murderous manner of 


killing them with ſpears, at an improper ſeaſon, their num 


bers of late have greately decreaſed. As there are but few 
or none killed now, but by gentlemen in the way of ſport, 


or by ſome of the poorer ſort of the people, for the uſe of | 


their families, the prices cannot well be aſcertained. 


Bridges. There was a very good ſtone bridge over the 
Dovan nearly oppoſite to the church; but ſome years ago it 
was carried down by a flood. At preſent, a wooden bridge is 
about to be put over it, near the ſame place, by the volun- 
tary ſubſcriptions of a few public-ſpirited perſons in the 
neighbourhood 3 which will be of very great convenience 
to the people in this place, particularly upon the ſabbath ; 
as many of the pariſhioners have to croſs the Dovan in their 


way to church, The want of a bridge would not have been 


felt fo much here 20 or 30 years ago, as the people in this 
place were very expert at croſſing the river on /:/z5., + And 


there are {till ſome who croſs it in this way. But fince the 


time that the bridge was built, this practice has been gene- 
rally laid aſide. | „ 


Climate and Diſeaſes. Ihe air in this place is remarkably | 


pure and healthy; the country being free and open, neither 


cumberd 


} Theſe ſtilts were two branches of a tree, of a proper ſtrength, with a 
cleft or finall branch preſerved in each, of a ſufficient wideneſs to receive a 
perſon's foot, about 18 or 10 inches from the root end. Upon which the 
ferſon being mounted, with a foot on each cleft or projecting branch, and the 
top or ſmall end of the ftilt in each hand, they italked through the river at 
tas fords, This they called „ift: g. 
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The 
purity and ſweetneſs alſo of the water, (which, perhaps, i; 
exceeded by none,) coming through rock or ſand, and free of 
metallic ſubſtances, muſt alſo contribute greatly to the 
health of the inhabitants; and this bleſſing they uſually en. 


joy in an uncommon degree. 


cumbered with woods, nor infected with marſhes 


As à remarkable inſtance of 

this, the miniſter, in the whole courſe of his parochial viſita. 

tion from houſe to houſe, did not find one ſingle ſick perfon 

in the pariſn; and ſcarcely any complaining of ailmentts, ſuch 

as coughs, ſhortneſs of breath, &c. ; though it was in the 

month of December, when complaints of this nature are | 
more frequent; eſpecially among ſuch as are advanced in 
life. Some few were indeed labouring under the natural in- 
firmities incident to old age; there being ſeveral who were 
arrived at the advanced age of 80 and upwards. The ſalu- 
brity of the air is alſo much owing to the dryneſs of the foi}, 
which readily imbibes the rains that fall upon it; whit 
the many ſmall rivulets, which come down from the higher 
grounds, carry off the ſuperfluous waters, without allowing 
them to ſtagnate on the ſurſace, and to breed noxious vapouts 
to be exhaled into the air. Epidemical diſeaſes are therefore 
unknown here; except thoſe which are of a common and 
general nature. 


Such as the ſmall-pox, chin-cough, &c. 
The ſmall-pox, at times, carries off many of the children; 
inoculation not having yet got much into practice. 


Soil and Surface, Sheep, Wool, and Cultivation.— The foil ir 
this pariſh 1s of various kinds. That of the Ochil-hills 
which lie towards the North, is partly rocky, partly mob; 
and partly gravel. The hills are covered with a beauti- 
ful green; but part of the ſoil being now waſhed off by the 
ſtorms, in the courſe of time, the rocks in ſome places bean 


to appear. They afford excellent paſture for ſheep; el 
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he which about 1640 are fed upon that part of them belonging 
bs to this pariſh. The mutton, and eſpecially the wool, produ- . 
co ced upon the Ochils, (as they are ſometimes called,) is conſi- 4 
the dered as of a ſuperior quality; particularly that upon the farm 
on; called Craiginnan, which is the property of the Duke of AR- 
of GYLL. Towards the foot of the hills, the ſoil, in general, is 
15 light and gravelly, cauſing a quick vegetation. In dry ſea- 
Ki ſons, it is indeed apt to be parched; but in wet ſeaſons, the 
ich crops are moderately good. The greater part of the flat-ly- 
he ing ground in the bottom is likewife of a light gravely na- 
og nature, and uſually yields rather an early harveſt. Along 
1 the banks of the Dovan, the ſoil is moſtly of the haugh 
. kind; and ſome of it a deep clay. Upon the ſouth ſide of 
= the Dovan, the ground is rather wettiſh and clayey, but, with 
. proper attention and culture, it is capable of very conſidera- 
il, ble improvement. And ſome 6f the farms, which are under 
ie proper management, make very g good returns. 
Wer EN e 
= Produce, Seaſons, &c.—The Fa crops raiſed in this 
be pariſh, are barley, oats, peaſe, beans, and potatoes. There 
5 is alſo ſome wheat and hay; but not much. The uſual time 
144 of ſowing oats, peaſe, and beans, in this pariſh, in ordinary 
5 ſeaſons, is the months of March and April, and the barley 
Ny in May. It is uſually over by the 2eth of the month. — The 
larveſt commonly begins towards the end of Auguſt, or be- 
ginning of September ; and, excepting ſome late ſpots, 1s 
5 over by the tenth of October. As ſoon as the barley, oats, 
. and peaſe are got in, the potatoes are taken up and houſed, 
0 which concludes the harveſt work. 
ti- | 
P Improvements.—Agriculture, in this pariſh, until within 
in theſe ſew years, has continued much in the ſame ſtate that 
7 it was about 1 50 years ago; the ſeuers, who poſſeſs the 


oh greateſt 
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greateſt part of the pariſh, following the ſame ſyſtem of 
farming, that had been handed down to them by their fa. 
thers. What indeed proved an infurmountable bar to im. 
provement, was, the lands of different proprietors lying 
interſperſed with one another, commonly called run-rjp, 
which wss a caſe that very much prevailed through many 


parts of Scotland; but it is now hardly known in this part of 


the country. About 16 years ago, a very conſiderable part of 
the beſt lands in the pariſh, which lay in that ſtate, were di- 
vided ; when the different proprietors got their reſpective 
| proportions of ground laid together, each by itſclf. This has 
been productive of ſeveral very deſirable conſequences; 
ſuch as, cutting off endlefs quarrels and diſputes, that were 
_ continually taking place between the different proprietors, or 
their tenants, about their encroaching or treſpaſſing upon 
one another ; and ſo eſtabliſhing peace and harmony amongſt 
neighbours, inſtead of ſtrife and variance. It has alſo open- 
ed up a door to improvements of every kind. For, immedia- 
tely upon the ground being divided, the different proprie- 
tors incloſed and ſub-divided, with ditch and hedge, their re- 
ſpective proportions of land. And the ſeveral incloſures are 
now alternately under oats, barley, hay, paſture, &c. to the 
no ſmall benefit of the proprietors, and the pleaſure of the 


traveller. Some late purchaſers are carrying on very conſi- 


derable improvements in the modern ſtyle ; the agreeable and 
beneficial effects of which are daily appearing, 


Minerals. — This part of the country abounds in coal, of 
different qualities. Three coal-works are going on at pre- 


ſent in this pariſh ; two upon the South fide of the Dovan; 


the one at Mellack, the property of the Duke of ARGYLL ; the 


other cloſely adjoining to it, but belonging to Lord Alva. 
Upon the North fide of the Dovan, and near to the town | 
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of Dollar, there is another coal-work, belonging alſo to the 
Duke of Argyll. Theſe works employ in whole about 18 
working people; beſides a horſe gin for drawing the coals. 

From theſe coal-works, and thoſe of Blarngone, (in the pa- 

rſh of Foſſoway, but immediately upon the border of this 
pariſh on the 8. E.) very great quantities of coals are annu- 

ally carried many miles into Strathern, on the North fide 
of the Ochil kills.—Iron-ftone is alſo found in different parts 
of the pariſh, and ſaid to be of very excellent quality. It 13 
working at preſent by the Dovan Company, wio are now e- 
recting a public work at Zauchie, ſome miles to the weſt- 
ward, in the pariſh of Clackmannan. * The Ochil hills con- 
fit clue fly of whin- tone; but free-ſtone alſo is! found in dit 
fereut places of the pariſh. | | 


Hilit, Rivulets, c. — The only hills in this pariſh, are 
the Ochiis. They begin in the pariſh of Dumblane, imme- 
diately Eaſt from the Sherriff-muir, and ſtretch in an eaſtern 
direction many miles into Fife. In this pariſh they are of 
couidgrable height; perhaps ſome thouſand feet. They are, 
as already obſerved, of a beautiful green; afford excellent 


paſture for ſheep, and produce mutton of the ſineſt flavour. 
"YoL AV: X 120 From 


* Some time ago, a vein of Lx AD was diſcovered in the Ochil hills, a little 


above the town of Dollar; and wrought by a Company for ſeveral years. 
From this work, a conſiderable quantity, both of Lead and of Copper Ore, 
is ſaid to have been ſhipped off for Holland. But it is ſaid that the Company, 
iomchow diſagreeing among themſelves, gave it up. Nevertheleſs, it is be- 


| lieved, that il a Company of ſpirit were to make a thorough trial, it might 


turn to good account. SILVER Orr, in conſiderable quantities, is likewiſe 
ſaid to have been found in the Glen of Care, or rather of Cairn, on the Weſt 


of Caſtie- Campbell; but that it did not anſwer the expence of working ze. 


PEBBLES, of conſiderable value, have alſo been fc gd upon the top of a hill 
wove Caſtle- Campbell, called the Hite Wi, 
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From their verdant ſides, many beautiful rivulets of the fin- 
eſt water are daily gliding down, for the health and ns 
ment of the inhabitants who dwell below. 


Roads. —Theze are two "highways paſſing through this 
pariſh, leading from Stirling to Kinroſs. The one is upon 
the ſouth ſide of the Dovan ; and the other upon the north 
| fide. That upon the ſouth fide of the Dovan is only in part 
formed, but not gravelled; and as it paſſes through clay 
grounds, it is ſcarcely paſſable in winter. But that upon the 
north ſide of the Dovan, as it paſſes along the foot of the O- 


chil hills, where the bottom is a hard channel, is equally firm 


and paſſable at all ſeaſons; and therefore is moſt frequented. 
The proper ſtage upon that road, between Stirling and Kin- 
| roſs, i is Dollar. The greateſt fault of it is, that it is too nar- 
row; for, in ſome places, two carriages meeting can do no 
more than paſs. Were i it only widened a little, nature has ſuf- 
ficiently gravelled it. They who have marked it out at firſt, 

humouring the nature of the ground along the foot of the 
hills, have formed it much after the manner of a ſerpen- 
tine walk. It is very much frequented, not only by thoſe 
who travel from Stirling to Kinroſs, but alſo by thoſe who 
80 to Perth, Dundee, dc. 


Population. — The population of this pariſh has decreaſed 
very little within theſe 40 years. 


PoPULATI1ON TABLE OF THE PARISH OF DoLLAr. 


No, of ſouls in 17 55, as returned to Dr Webſter, * Rn $51] 
Ditto in 1792, = | « 470 


2 — 
9893 . N 


Decreaſe 


an 


Nt 


Dollar 


1. |  Famirres, &c. Ne. of Mechanics, pa 
No of families in the town, = $aap(viz.) —— Smiths, 
Ditto in the country, 71 — Maſons, | . 
— Seceders of all ei | — Wrights, or join ers, 
tlons, - by 17 — W eavers, 3 
18 Aces, and Sexes. Mal. Fem. Tot. — Tailors, 3 ) 
Children under 5 27 25 52 —— Shoe-makers, 4 
h — Between 5 and ro 30 38 68 — Dyes, _ 
Between Io and 20 3I 37 68 —— Coopers, . 
© | Perſons aged 20 and _ e is Bakers, 1 
7 _ upwards, _ = 322 


. r q : . 
N ö — > „ 2 e TRIS. "7 
fl — * 8 2. 2 5 n SSC yo DER n 3 nr - = 


- Butchers, 4 


s - » S 


c 
8 
Wo 


| | Total 510 —— Carters, 8 
Cox pITIoxs, PROFESSIONS, Bec. Exciſe officers, er 
n No. of proprietors, — 19 — Keepers of public houſes, 2 
J. — Miniſters, — 1 — Male ſervants, 


02 
O 


— School maſters IT —— Female dittooo | 29 

— Merchants, - 2 Servants, chiefly men, em- 

— Miners, - = » ployed at the vleach-ficld, | 
0 — Muſicians, . 1 in the heat of che ſeaſon, 30 


f. — Corn millers, . 2 — Poor on the roll, yearly, 9 
, ' ExTRacT from the REGISTER of BIR THS, MARRIACEs, 
0 and DEarHs, for the loſt ten years, viz. from the ff of Ja- 


1— nuary 1783, to the firſt of January 1 793. | 
e YEARS. BiR THS.  MaRRIaGEs: DEATHS. 
0 1783 ; | * 
1784 14 
1785 16 
1786 3 
1787 3 
1788 16 
1789 19 
790 12 
7 1791 ; 11 
0 1792 ET 


7 | | Total 143 19 . 
Annual average 14576 37 * Ir 
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Pro trons and Labour. —The price of barley, oats, meal, 
&C. are regulated by the fiars..of Clackmannan, the head 
_ town in the county. The price of butcher meat is uſually 
from 3d. to 43d. per lib. Dutch weight; a good hen ſells at 1s; 
chickens from 4d. to 6d. each, according to their age and 
ſize; eggs from 3d. to 4d. per dozen. F The ordinary price 


of butter at preſent is 6d. per lib; cheeſe 34. The wages 


of men labourers are from rod. to 18. per day; in har- 


veſt, they receive 1 3d. or 14d. per day; and for cutting 


hay, 1s. 6d. The wages of women who work without 
7 doors, at hay-making, weeding potatoes, &c. are 6d. per 


day; except in harveſt, when they receive 10d. per day: out of 
which wages, both men and women furnith their own pro- 
viſions. The average annual wages of farm ſervants, of 


men that are able to hold the plough, threth the barn, Ke. 


when they eat in the houſe, are 61; and 21. 10s. for wo- 


men. A maſon's wages are from 1s. 8d. to 28. per day; 
2 wright's, or joiner's wages, from 1 8. 6d. to 1 s. 8d a tail- 
or's wages, 8d; aud a ſlater's, 2 8. per day. 


Bleachfields and Mill. There is a very fine bleachficld in 
this pariſh beautifully ſituated on the banks of the Dovan. It -: 


was erected by Mr WILLIAM Hats, the preſent proprietor, in 
the year 1787. The machinery, which is excellent, is driven 
by water from the Dovan, while the canals, boilers, &c. are 


plentifully ſupplied, at al: ſeafons, with the fineſt filtrated 


water from the hills. The trade of this field has much in- 
creaſed fince its firſt commencement. For the firſt and 
ſccond years, there were ſcarcely 6 acres of ground under 
cloth. Whereas, in the preſent vear, 1793, there are 20 acres 
covered with it. The greateſt part of the cloth, bleached at 
this ſteld, is the diaper, or table linen of Dunfermline, the 

— 


+ Till within theſe two or three years, a hen might have been bought for 
5d; chickens for 44. per pair; and eggs for od. per dozen, | 


firſt to! 
this mi 
point C 
rior to 
place { 
that ar 
well ir 
ral bra 
ſervice 
new c! 
acid, h 
year! 
Joard 
time, 
the pr 
uſetu! 
lo gre 
this n 
done 
goods 
edaptt 


| two n 


barley 
waulk 


67.7 


and ; 


3 2 
Glalge 
return 


| emplo: 


N 
Bat in 


of Dollar. 165 


irſt town in Britain, (we may even ſay in the Torld,) for 
this manufacture; the table linen made there being, both in 


point of quality and variety of patterns, incomparably ſupe- 


rior to what is to be found any where elſe. Nor can any 
place ſupply the demands to London, and other places for 
that article, upon the ſame terms, Beſides, the author is 


well informed, that improvements are daily making in ſeve- 


ral branches of that buſineſs, which promiſe to be of great 
ſervice with regard to the elegance of the patterns . The 
new chemical method of bleaching, by the oxygenated muriatic 
acid, has been tried at this field with much ſucceſs. In the 


year 1799, Mr Haig gained a premium from the Honourable 
zoard of Truſtees for that method of bleaching. Since that 


time, he hath made ſeveral valuable diſcoveries, both as to 


the preparation and application of this acid, and finds it very 
uſeſu! ; particularly at the end of the ſeaſon, when the ſun _ 
ſo greatly loſes its influence. He then finiſhes off goods by 


this method of bleaching, which otherwiſe could not be 


done until the next year. By this method, he bleaches cotton 
goods through the whole ſeaſon; and ſinds it much better 


adapted for cotton than for linen. In this pariſh there are 
two mills for grain, one of them has machinery for making 


barley, and rollers for grinding malt. There are alſo two 


waulk mills for ſcouring cloth, &c. 


Church, School, and Poor —The Duke of Argyll 1s ſuperior 


and patron * as well as titular of the tithes, The value of 
5 55 the 


* Some light cotton goods have, for ſome years paſt, been ſent here from 
biaſnow ; and, by reaſon of the exceeding ſineneſs of the water, have been 


returned with a moſt excellent colour; very much to the ſatisfaction of the 
employers, 


* The greatsſt part of the pariſh was formerly the property of that family, 
Bat in the Year 1605, it was fcued out by ARCHIBALD Earl of ARGYLL, 
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the living, excluſive of the manſe and glebe, has, for ſome 

years paſt been conſidered, at an average, to be about 801 
The church was rebuilt in the year 1775, and is conſidered 
as very neat for a country church. The manſe, at preſent, 
is out of repair. Mr John M*Arbrea, the pariſh ſchool-maſ. 
ter, teaches Engliſh, Latin, writing, arithmetic, &c. and iz 
much reſpected. His fixed ſalary is only 100l. Scotch, but 
he draws the intereſt of 560 merks Scotch, of ſunk money, 
beſides perquiſites, as precentor and ſeſſion clerk, + &c.—The 
poor upon the roll, are ſupported by the public collections 
on ſabbath, and the intereſt of ſeveral ſums of money 
funk by different perſons + for that purpoſe. They re- 
ccive their ſtated allowance monthly, which amounts to about 
171. Sterling per annum; beſides occaſional ſupplies perſons 
or families in diſtreſs, which amount to about 4 l. or 51. 
| Sterling more. There have been no beggars in this pariſh 
in the memory of man. £70 


| A nt19 uti, 


and Dame AcNxs 88 Send of Argyll, reſerving only Can 
Campbell, and two farms in the neighbourhood. 


t The Ehoolmaftcrs: eſtabliſhed in this oirith; have, ſrom time immemo- 
rial, been men of a liberal education, and ſeveral men of eminence have been 
taught at this ſchool, Many of Mr MARBNEA's ſcholars fill reſpectable 
places in the church, both in the eſtabliſhment and the ſeceſſion. The ſchoo! 


was erected in the reign of King CuaRTLEs l. as appears from the decrect oi 


locality, dated 1649, for co merks Scotch. In 1566, the heritors added 52 
merks. The above'5co merks were ſunk by one ArcuiBalDd PAT ERSOx, 
merchant in Edinburgh July 18, 1652; and the other 60 by one Kuax, it 
Dollar. | . | 


+ Mr Jonn Gray was ordained inthe year 1709. He was the firſt that was 
ſettled in this pariſh after the Revolution. He was commonly ſtiled the Zaroi; 
from his having, while miniſter here, purchaſed two baronies of land: Furt, 
that of Teaſſes in Fyfe, for which he paid upwards of 3,333 1. Sterling. Al- 
ter wards he purchaſed the barony of Foſſoway, in Pertliſhire, for which le 
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Antiquities In the neighbourhood of the town of Dollar, 


chere are two little round mounds“, about a quarter of a 


mile diſtant from each other. But the principal antiquity in 
this pariſh, is the venerable remains of CasTLE CAMPBELL T: 
5 „„ een 


paid upwards of 1.611 I. Sterling. At his death, he left for the uſe of the 


poo in this pariſh, 300 merks Scotch money.—Mifſs Jean Gravy, his only 
child, of reſpectable memory, ſome few years before her death, which happen- 
ed in the year 1792, ſold both of theſe baronies of land; that of Teaſſes for 
12,5001. Sterling, and that of Foſſaway ſor 6.500 J. Sterling; amounting in 


whole to 20,090 J. Sterling. At her death ſhe left many conſiderable lega- 


cies : among theſe there was gol. Sterling to the poor of this pariſh, and a 
very elegant folio bible to the kirk- ſeſſion, for the uſe of the miniſter, 


* In the one of theſe, ſome years ago, were found two urns, filled with 


lnman bones; but upon what occaſion, or by whom they were depoſited there, 
is not known. The other mound remains in the ſame ſtate it hath been time 
immemorial. Towards the end of the laſt century, a man was burnt for 
a wizard, at the foot of the Gloom Hill, not many yards from the town of 
Dollar. | | | 


It would ſeem not to be now known, when or by <rhom this venerable 
pile of building was firſt erected. But the ruins plainly ſnew, that it had 
been deſigned for a place of ſtrength ; and therefore was probably built in 
the turbulent days. of old, when family feuds ſo unhappily prevailed among 
the Scotch barons. Nor can we diſcover the preciſe period when it came 
into the poſſeſſion of the family of ARGYLL : But, from the inventary of their 
titles, that family appears to have poſſeſſed that barony, and the lands belong- 
to it, called the Los DSUIT or CAMPBELL, fo far back as the year 1465. The 


lands were then held of the biſhop of Dunkeld. Formerly, it went by the 


name of the CASTLE of GLoom : but for what reaſon, we are not certain. 


Tradition, indeed, which wiſhes to inform us of every thing, reports, that it 


was ſo called from the following circumſtance : A daughter of one of our 
Scotch Kings, who then reſided at Dunfermline, happening to fall into diſ- 


grace for ſome improper behaviour, was, by way of puniſhment, ſent and 


confined in this caſtle; and ſhe, (not reliſhing her ſituation, which probably 
might be in ſome vault or other) ſaid, that it was a gloomy priſon to her. 
Hence, ſays tradition, it came to be called the Caſtle of Gloom, Very near to 

it 
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anciently the occaſional reſidence of the Noble Family of Ar. 


gyll: a family which, for ages, has been eminently diſtin. 


guiſhed 


it on the Coaſt, there is a green hill, which ſtill goes by the name of Glun. 


Hill, the property of Mr John Moir, wtiter ro the ſignet. 


And now that we have mentioned tradition, we ſhall preſent the reader 
with an anecdote concerning this place, from the ſame ſource, which, perhaps, 


may be more curious than true. In going down from the caſtle, towards the 


point of the rock which overhangs the glens, there is a paſſage cut down 
through the rock to the fide of the burn, in the bottom of the glen. Thi 
paſſage is faid to be from top to bottom more than 100 feet deep, and fix fect 
wide. The deſign of it was to get water conveyed, or brought up from the 
burn or rivulet below, in the time of a ſiege. This ſeems the more likely, az 
it appears to have been cut out with ſteps, which are now moſtly filled up 
with earth, This paſſage, partly from the trees, and partly from the fright. 
ful rocks overhanging it, is now become ſo dark and gloomy, that a perſon 
can ſee but a very little way down into it: and indeed, to look into it, would 
be ſufficient to make a perſon of weak nerves ſhudder. It is called Krmr's 
Score or Cu r, from its having been made by one of that name; who is ſaid 
to have been a man of gigantic ſtature and ſtrength, and at the ſame time of 
a very bold and reſolute temper. It is reported, tha: he had committed many 
depredations, and at laſt was ſo daring as to entcr the palace at Dunfermline, 
and carry off the King's dinner; but that a young nobleman, who happened 
to be in diſgrace for improper behaviour towards the King's daughter, heu- 
ing of it, purſued the ſaid Kemp, and having cut off his head, threw the body 
into the Water of Bovan, à little above the back mill, and, as his name wa 
WIL LfA u, fo the place where this happened, i is called WILLIz's Poot, to 
this day. But on Eis carrying the head with him to Court, he obained Nis 
Pardon, and was received into favour again, 

But to return to the caſtle, that aucient ſeat of the Argyll Family: The 
rame was, by an act of the Scotch Parliament, in, or before the year I 493, 
changed to that ot the Caſtie of Campbell, by which name it has ever ſince been 
denominated. It is reported, that this was amongſt the firſt of thoſe places 
in Scotland, where the ſacrament oi the Lord's Supper was diſpenſed, attz! 
rhe Reformation. And it is certain, from his own hiſtory, that the famous 
Joux Rox, the Scotch reformer, did preach here. For he tells us, that, up: 
on his being called over by the Englith Congregation at Geneva, who had 
choſen him for their pa Kor ; he ſent over his family before him, but he him- 
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guiſned for their laschen to religion, liberty, and patrio- 
iſm. And the preſent worthy head, and repreſentative of 
that noble Family, treading in the ſteps of his illuſtrious an- 
ceſtors, dignifies and adorns the exalted ſtation which he fills. 
By the lapſe of time, and the violence of ſtorms, a very con- 


iderable part of Caſtle- Campbell i is now fallen down; i and 


other parts of it are nodding over their foundations. The 
tower is yet nearly entire. The aſcent is by a ſpiral ſtair, 


which is continued to the top. It is, viſited by molt ſtrang- 


ers who come here ; and though it is a pretty fatiguing walk 
up to it, yet when they reach the top of the tower, which is of 
conſiderable height, they are much pleaſed, n not only with the 

Vor. XV. Y | view, 


elf temiinsd behind in Scotland, for ſome time; during which, he paſſed to 
ArcalBALD, whom he ſtiles « the Old Earl of ARGYLL,” then reſiding at 
the Caſtle of Campbell, and there he taught, or preached, certain days. It is 
not improbable, therefore, that he diſpenſed the Sacrament of the Lord's Sup- 
per there, at the ſame time. One of the company, who was then ſtaying 
with the Earl at Caſtle Campbell, was the laird of Glenorchy, one of the an- 
ceſtors of the preſent family of BxeadaiBant; who importuned the Earl to 
defire Mr Knox to ſtay ſome time with them; but Mr Knox could not con- 
{nttoit. This AReniBALD was the 4th Earl of ARGYLL ; and is ſaid to have 
been the firſt man of quality who embraced the Proteſtant Religion in Scot- 
lend, and contributed all in his power to bring about the Reformation. 9 
The Caſtle of Campbell continued to be the occaſional reſidence of the 
family of Argyll, as appears from the ſervices which the vaſſals were obliged, 
by their charters, to perform to the family, when reſiding there; until that 
magnificent building was burnt down by the Marquis of MonTRosE, about 


the year 1644 ; and ever fince it has been in ruins. And not only the Caſ- 


tie of Campbell, but the whole of the pariſhes, both of Dollar and Muckart, 
were burnt; the inhabitants being vaſſals of the family of Argyll, excepting 


de houſe in Dollar, which they imagined to belong to the Abbey of Dun- 


lermline. T here was likewiſe only one houſe ſaved from the flames, in 
Mackart ; which they imagined to be in the pariſh of Foſſoway; being near- 
ly adjuining to it. Felides that, there was a ſheep-houſe that eſcaped the 


general conflagration. Every other houſe in both pariſhes was, by 17 


$rahams, burnt to the ground. 
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view, but more particularly with the ſurrounding ſcene, 
which is truly enchanting. | 
wh Remantic Scenery around the Coflle—The ſituation of theſe 
venerable ruins is ſomewhat retired backwards amongſt the 
hills, with a beautiſul opening before it, as it were a kind of 
viſta, through which to view the plains below : And being 
pretty high, it commands a conſiderably extenſive proſpect 
towards the Forth, and the adjacent country. It is ſituated 
upon the top of a round mound, which would ſeem to hart 
been partly formed by the hand of nature, and partly finiſh. 
ed by art. It ſtands a little back from the point of a high 
rock; having a deep ravine or glen upon each hand ; with very 
| ſeep. banks, whoſe declivity commences from the very foot 
of the walls on both fides, and 1s almoſt wholly inacceſſible, 
In the bottom of the glens, run murmuring rivulets of the 
pureſt water, which come down from the mountains behind, 
and unite their ſtreams immediately below the caſtle. Fach 
of the rivulets furniſhes a beautiful caſcade, to entertain the 
eye of their viſitants, and ſomewhat reward them for the fi- 
tigue they have had in climbing the hill. The mound on 
which the caſtle ſtands, was formerly disjoined from the 
mountains behind, with a foſsè, or ditch, ſhelving down to 
the bottom of the glen on both ſides, which renders it aimolt 
inacceſſible on every fide; the entry, then, being by a drav- 
bridge, which was let down or taken up as occaſion requi!- 
ed. The banks of the glens, on both ſides, are beautifully s- 
dorned with natural woods, which nearly cover the faces 0 
the rugged rocks with which this romantic ſcene is inter- 
ſperſed. It is almoſt ſurrounded with hills. Immediateiy 
behind it, is the hill called the Vite Wiſp ; which ſo much 
overtops all its fellows, that it furniſhes a rich and extenſive 
_ proſpect. From this elevated fitua tion, looking towards the 
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South, may be. ſon the Frith of Forth, with 8 adjacent 


country, 2s far as the hill of Tintoc! in Clydeſdale. Then 
turning to the North, one ſees the moſt part of the ſhires of 


Perth and Fife, as far Eaſt as Dundee, and the German O- 
cean 3 with the Lothians on the oppoſite fide of the Forth. 
A little to the South-Weſt of the White Wiſp, is the place 
called the King's Seat ; where, according to tradition, the 
kings of Scotland, then reſiding at Dunſermline, ſat, aud 
viewed the hunting of the wild bears, which then haunted a- 


mongſt theſe hills; whence ſeveral places, particularly in the 


farm of Craiginnan, immeaaately above the Caſtle, are named, 
ſome of them, the Bear's den, and others, the Bear's Know, 
to this day. Thus, the ſcene around this ancient ſeat of 


Campbell, conſiſting of rocks, and woods, and glens, and 


mountains, contains a pleaſing mixture of the beautiful, the 
pictureſque, and the awfully romantic. 


Literary Shepherd. There is living at preſent in this pa- 


iſh, in a very advanced age, a man who was bred up, and 


lived merely as a ſhepherd, and who received only a common 
education 3 and yet poſſeſſes a valuable library of books, con- 


taining upwards of 370 volumes; conſiſting of folios, quar- 


tos, octavos, duodecimos, and decimo-quartos. © They are u- 


pon many different ſubjects, as divinity, hiſtory, travels, voy- 


ages, &c. beſides magazines of various kinds, ſuch as the Scots, 
the Univerſal, and the Chriſtian magazines; a complete ſet 
of the Spectator, Guardian, Tatler, Rambler, &c. They 
are all of them his own chuſing and purchaſing. They 


are neatly bound, and lettered on the back. His name is 
upon a printed ticket, and paſtzd on the inſide of the board 


of each volume; with a mark, generally of blue paper, cut on 
purpoſe, and placed in each volume, to prevent folding in the 
leaves. The books are all clean, and in excellent order. Be- 
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gaes theſe, he had ſeverdl volumes of pamphlets, &c. lying 
in numbers unbound. His name 18 Joux CurisTIE : he 
was born in this pariſh, and baptized on the 12th of October 
1712, and has lived in it from his infancy. His brother Wil. 

liam, and his ſiſter Margaret, who are a few years younger, 
live in the ſame houſe with bim, and all the three remain 
unmarried. | 


General Character, c. — The denne are WEE ie and 
induſtrious in their different profeſſions and employments; 
and live in peace and harmony with one another. The com. 
mon employment of the women, except ſuch as are engaged 
with farmers for husbandry work, is that of ſpining wool for 
the manufacturers in Stirling, Bannockburn, &c. They al 
enjoy, in their reſpeCtive ſtations, a reaſonable ſhare of the con- 
veniences and comforts of life; and ſome ſeem well contented 
with the condition in which Providence has placed them. 
They are much of the ordinary ſize, and ſpeak the Engliſh 


language tolerably well, without any remarkable provincial 
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NUMBER XI 


z PARIS H or MO RDING TON. 


/CouNTY OF BERWICK, PREsBYTERY oF CHiRNSIDE, SYNOD 


or MersE AND TEvIOTDALE.) 


By the Rev. M GEORGE DRUMMOND, Minister. 


Situation, Form, Extent, Erection, Etymology, &. 


1 pariſh is ſituated in the S. E. corner of the coun- 


tyof Berwick. Its borders are waſhed on the South by the 
river Whitadder, and on the Eaſt by the German Ocean, 
near which it joins the lands belonging to the town of Ber- 
wick upon Tweed, commonly called Berwick Bounds. Its 
form is irregular, much reſembling the letter g. Its length 


from S. to N. is between 3 and 4 miles ; its breadth towards 


the northern extremity-is above two miles, though at one 


place, towards the South, it is only the breadth of the mini- 


ſter's glebe, which is all that ſeparates the pariſh of Foulden 
from the Berwick bounds. Its original extent was very ſmall, 
conliſting only of the barony of Mordington, and the eſtate 
of Edrington, till the year 1650; when the lands of Lammer- 
ton, (of much greater extent than the whole of what before 
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was performed ſtill remains, and is now the burying place 
of the family of Lamerton. The writer of this article has 
not been able to learn the etymology of Mordington. Lam. 
merion is probably derived from the French, /a mer, expref- 
five of its ſituation, being immediately on the ſea fide, 


aſcent to the North, for more than half the length of the 
pariſh; when it attains a very conſiderable elevation above 
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- that period conſtituted the pariſh,) were disjoined from the 
pariſh of Ayton, and annexed to Mordington. Lammerton 
| had originally been either a ſeparate pariſh, or a chapel of 


eaſe to Ayton. * The building in which public worſhip 


Surface and Soil. On the South, towards the river Whit 
adder, the ground 1s flat, and riſes by a gentle and gradual 


the level of the ſea, to which the lands again gradually def- 
cend on the eaſt of this ridge. For ſome ſpace from the 


| Whitadder, the ſoil is a ſtiff clay, well adapted for wheat 


and beans ; from thence to the ſea ſide, the land is a light 
loam, on a rotten rocky bottom, which renders it excellent 


for raiſing turnips and ſound for grazing ſheep. The moſt 


elevated part of the ridge is thin and poor, though the great 
Cl 


»The church or chapel of LAMMERTON, 1s noted to have been the place 
where King James IV. of Scotland was married to Maxcarr, daughter 
of Hexay VII. of England, in the year 1503; which paved the way for th: 
happy Union, firſt, of the two Crowns, and afterwards of the two kingdoms. 
Some alledge, that it was built on purpoſe for the celebration of that mar- 
riage. A tradition has long prevailed in this part of the country, that, on ac- 
count of the ceremony of his marriage having been performed in this chape, 
che Hing of Scotland granted to the clergyman of this pariſh, and his ſuc 


ceſſors, in all time coming, the liberty of marrying people without proclumativ 


, lanns. It does not appear, however, from any of the hiſtories of thele 


times, which the author has confulted, that there is any foundation for this 
maditlen. | | 
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ſt _ 1 it has beer : plowed, and it ſeems all capable of cus 


Climate and Seaſonc.— The dryneſs of the ſoil, and its vi- 


cinity to the fea, render the air pure and healthy, and occa- 


fon a quick and early vegetation. There are no diſeaſes pe- 
cullar to this diſtrict. In the lower part of the pariſh, as in 


moſt of the flat grounds in this part of the country, the ague 55 


was formerly prevalent among the lower claſſes of the peo- 
pla, The cauſe of that diſtemper, which aroſe chiefſy from 
the exhalation of the vapours from the ſtagnated water, in 
wet and marſhy grounds, being now in a great meaſure re- 


moved, by the mode that is ſo generally adopted through this 
county of draining and inclofing the fields, the diſeaſe is 


leſs frequent. And the fame reaſon may perhaps be gwen 


for the decreaſe of comſumptive complaints, throughout the 


whole of the lower parts of Berwick-ſhire. The prejudices 
of the country people in this quarter, againſt inoculation ſor 
the ſmall-pox, are gradually wearing away; and conſequently 
that diſtemper is becoming much more mild, and leſs deſ- 


tructive than formerly. "Though the inhabitants in general 


are healthy and robuſt, vet there have not been many re- 
markable inſtances of longevity 1 in this pariſh, Some howe- 
ver have appeared. 


Agriculture. — The ſituation of this diſtrict; as well as the 
foil of a very conſiderable of it, is peculiarly favourable to 


the purp ofes of agriculture ; the lands, in general, being of 


cry and manageable ſoil, which the ikilful farmer can turn 
to the greateſt advantage; and the climate being ſo favourable, 
that grain of every kind, even in the lateſt and molt back- 
ward ſeaſons, is commonly brought to full maturity. Be- 
bdes which, it has the command of two of the beſt and 
moſt 
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moſt uſeful manures, lime and dung; both of which ate to 
be got in the town and neighbourhood of Berwick, which is 
only 4 miles diſtant. "Theſe local advantages have not been 
unattended to, by thoſe perſons who occupy the lands. Great 
quantities of li ne are annually bought, and are employed 
both in improving the waſte lands, and in manuring thoſe 
that are already improved. And even dung is now begin. 
ning to be brought in conſiderable quantities from Berwick, 
a practice which, if perſevered in, muſt in time greatly add 
to the fertility of the ſoil ; and, notwithſtanding the expence, 
with which the purchaſing and driving of it is attended, will, 
without doubt, ultimately turn out to the Wee both of 
the proprietors and tenants. 


8 and Exports. Nor is leſs attention paid to the 
management than to the manuring of the lands. Unfetter- 
ed by thoſe prejudices, and that obſtinate attachment to an- 
cient cuſtoms, which are ſo great a bar to cultivation, and 
have ſo much retarded the progreſs of agriculture in other 
parts of Scotland, a ſpirit of improvement as well as of indul- 
try is diſcernible among the farmers in this and the neigh- 
bouring pariſhes : In conſequence of which, every ſpecies 
both of white and green crops are raiſed, and, in general, in 
the greateſt perfection; particularly barley, oats, peaſe, tur- 
nips, and artificial graſſes. Though the ſoil is, in many pla- 
ces, ſuitable for wheat and beans, yet they are raiſed in imal- 
ler quantities than the other kinds of grain; probably be- 
cauſe che former does not fo readily fall in with a rotation, 
in which green crops are chiefly ftudied, and becauſe there 
is not, in this part of the country, a ready market for the lat- 
ter. Potatoes are raiſed not only for home confamption, but 
great quantities from this neighbourhood are alſo. annualy 
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ſhipped at Berwick, and ſent to London; Newenllls; and aif⸗ 
frrent parts of Tork. hire. This pariſh alſo produces a much 


greater quantity of grain, than is ſufficient for the ſubſiſtence 
of its inhabitants, which is either. diſpoſed of in Berwick; 


where it generally meets with a ready market, or ſold to 
the millers in the neighbourhood, many of whom carry on a 


great trade in meal, barley, &c. _ 


Turnip n time of ſowing and reaping the 


different kinds of grain, is the ſame with that of moſt of 
the other pariſhes in the lower part of Berwick-ſhire, with 
the advantage of being as early as any of them. Turnips 
are generally ſown. from the end of May to the beginning of 
July, Though they are ſometimes ſown in what 1s called 


brrad-caft, that is on ridges made up in the ſame manner as 
thoſe on which barley, oats, or any other grain are common- 
ly ſown ; yet they are more frequently raiſed on drills, from 
24 to 30 inches wide, This latter method is preferred, on 


zecount of its giving an opportunity for horſe hoeing, and 


thus occafioning leſs manual labour, and conſequently lefs 
 expence in thinning and cleaning them. When they are 


brought to maturity, which is generally about the month of 
October, they are made uſe of for feeding cattle and ſheep, 
cither on the grounds on which they are raiſed, or on neigh- 
bouring grafs fields, into which they are carried ; or they are 


brought home for the purpoſe. of feeding black cattle in 
houſes or ſhades. On the light and dry foil, the feeding of 
ſheep on the ground where the turnips grow, is reckoned a 
molt valuable improvement, as the land, looſe and friable, 
both by nature and by the frequent plowing neceſſary for raiſ- 


ing the turnips, attains, from the conſtant trampling of the 


— a ſubſtance and ſolidity which makes it highly fit for 
Vor. XV. 2 plowing 4 
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plowing; and from the great quantity 6f dung left on the 


ſurface, inſures a luxuriant crop of grain and hay in the fol. 
lowing years. When the turnips are brought home for feeding 


cattle in the ſtall, they likewiſe become a uſeful and a valua- 


ble crop, not only from the immediate profit which arifes 


from them, but alſo from the great return of manure which 


they afford for ſucceeding crops. From the favourable na- 
ture of the ſoil, the turnip-husbandry is conducted on an 


extenſive ſcale in this, and many of the neighbouring pariſhes, 


And as great attention is paid to the cultivation, ſo great 
improvements have of late been made in the conſtruction of 


the utenſils for ſowing and for facilitating the operations of 
the husbandman, in rearing this uſeful plant. The greateſt 


enemy to the culture of turnips, is a ſmall inſect, which in 


ſize and ſhape very much reſembles the flea, It commonly 
attacks the plants at a very early period, immediately after 
they begin to vegetate; and in ſome ſeaſons makes ſuch 
dreadful havock among them, as not only to injure, but fre- 
quently totally to deſtroy the crop. The beſt remedy againſt 


this evil is to ſow them early and very thick; 4 lib. at leaſt 
or 5 lib of ſeed to the Engliſh acre. This ſeems a method 


well calculated to inſure a crop of turnips. The fly ſeldom 


remains many days on the ground, and when ſuch a quanti- 
ty of ſeed is ſown, though the firſt growth may be deſtroyed, 


yet as every ſucceeding ſhower, or even dewy night, for a con- 
ſiderable time, occaſions a freſh vegetation of ſeed that has 
been buried deeper in the ground; it is next to a certainty 
that ſome one of theſe growths will eſcape the ravages of the 


fly, and produce a ſufficiently plentiful crop. Many have 


been the inſtances of the propriety of this theory, in this pa- 


riſh, within theſe few years. In their more advanced tate, 
turnips are in ſome ſeaſons attacked by a caterpillar, Though 


the injury which they receive from it is frequently conſidera- 
ble, 


ble 
the 
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2 ble, th it is ſeldom ſo great as to occdfon a cotal failure of 8 


the crop: = 


Swediſh Turnip.-—It may not be improper in this place to 


mention that the Ruta Baga, or the Swediſh turnip, has been 


cultivated with conſiderable ſucceſs by the two heritors of this 
pariſh. In a country like this, where ſtock occupies fo 
much attention, and renders ſuch benefit to the farmer, 


ſome root or plant ſeems wanting to give to the cattle, 
between the time that the turnips begin to ſhoot, and of 


courſe, to ceaſe to afford nouriſhment, and the coming in of 


the graſs. The ruta baga ſeems admirably calculated for | 
that purpoſe. For befides being later of ſhooting than the 
turnip, it loſes not its nutritive qualities after it has ſhot, but 


retains all its juices and ſolidity : Whereas it is well known 


that a turnip, aſter it has put forth its flower, becomes dry, 
light, and reedy, and in every reſpeck unfit for feeding either 


cattle or ſheep. Horſes too ſeem very fond of it; and one of 


the gentlemen above alluded to, has this winter given them to 


his out-lying young horſes, who eat them with great eager- 


neſs. He was led to try this experiment, from obſerving 


that when theſe young horſes broke out of the field, they 


conſtantly fed on the ruta baga, though in the ſame field 


there was a large quantity of turnips, which they never of- 
tered to touch. Another extraordinary quality of the rut 


baga is, that it ſeems impoſſible to make it rot; though bit or 
trod upon by cattle or horſes, it never rots, but whatever part 
of the root is left, nay, if ſcooped out to the thell, it remains 


perfectly freſh, and in ſpring puts out a new ſtem. It is 
needleſs to obſerve that the oppoſite of this obtains with 


the turmp. The culture too of this valuable root is perfectly 


imple : When firſt attempted in this pariſh, the gentlemen 
| 1 followed 


\d 


” . - 4 * b . - a q 6 © CL 4% Pp 7 3 £ 1 * . * 4%; . 
SAS «Ws n N the# p r 7 3 * — 8 2 * Pa =. „ 3 >, A i "ge 3 
WJ — : - Ld . 1 2 1 56 - ** 1 P20 * 5 * . Po 2 7 ecw 0 r. N os = * — C 
Ceo 8 E 


8 8 W n INE We! 
Ge Dd Son” SE; Ik 5 10 


RT IT bo I no TS CONST IG Tx rere 
5 DD 2 8 9 I, 8 8 2 y ee a}, 
r e eg are n 


8 
1 TIF * NN £2 
. ASIF 3 

* 2 3 bh 


. 


og 
3 


1 


A 


„ oo a Sn 
D 


A 
. 
OY 
14 
1 
q 
[ 
- 8 
Be 4 
1 
74 
5 
+Y 
1 
. 1 
: 4 
1 
_- 
N 
1 
— 
FI 
_ 
PL 
« N 
1 
* 
* "= 
5 
x | 
1 
b 
VI 
=. 
* 4 
« 
1 
\ 
» 3s 
" 
fl 
i 
1 
| 
vi 
= 
-% 
5 
4 
. 5 
* 
24 
iy . 
* 


8 OT 


but on their trying them by the ſeed ſown in the field, and 


| lent for culinary purpoſes ; and for that cauſe, numbers f 


dens for the pot. Before concluding this article, it is worth 
mentioning, as an example of what feeding will do, when 
carried on according to the above ſyſtem, by a conſtant ſuc- 
ceſſion of green food : There is an ox at preſent in the pariſh, 
bred by one of the heritors, which, though only 4 years old, 
is allowed by all judges to be above an hundred ones 


ture ſome years ; after which it is again taken up, and ma- 
naged according to the above rotation. Two crops of oats 


more than the half of their lands in tillage. Wheat 1s gene- 


the dry grounds it is ſometimes ſown after clover, ley, and ſome 


followed the rales laid down in the news-papers, viz. Reibung 
the plants in a hot bed, and then tranſplanting them int 
the held. Tins method never anſwered ; they roſe to no ſize; 


managed i in every reſpect the ſame as turnips, (only ſown 1 
month carlier) all their expectations were gratified, and 
good crops followed. Both roots and leaves are alſo excel 


people in this neighbourhood now raiſe a few in their gar- 


weight; 7. e. the weight of the four quarters only. He ne- 
ver has been houſed, and never got any thing but turnips, 
graſs, and a little hay. His dam, when in | calf of him, was 
bought fe for 61. Sterling. EE, 


Retatim of re The uſual rotation of crops is, firſt oats, 
then turnips ; after theſe, barley with graſs ſeeds, which 
makes the ſucceeding crops hay ; and the ground, upon which 
it is raiſed, is commonly allowed to remain in graſs for pal- 


are ſometimes allowed after the land has lain long in graſs: 
But i in no other caſe are two white crops allowed tc ſucceed 
each other, and the tenants are ſeldom permitted to have 


rally ſown on the ſtrong clay lands after plain fallow ; and on 


times on the lands where the turnip crop has failed, 'There i 
15 al Ways 
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ways, however, a great proportion of the lands in graſs; and 


2s the fields are generally laid down in good order, they not on- 
iy afford greater profit to the farmer in this ſtate, than he 


could derive from the ſcanty produce of a conſtant ſucceſſion 


of corn crops, but alſo amply repay him for the reſt he gives 
them, by the luxuriant crops which they yield when taken up, 
alter having been paſtured for ſome years. By this mode of 


management, to which the tenants are bound down in their 


leaſes, the lands are not only kept clean, and freed from thoſe 


noxious weeds, which are ſo prejudicial to the grain ſown, or 


the plants raiſed on them, but are alſo prevented from being 
AI by over-eropping. 


15 Fi, a Mills. —The river Whitadder, which waſh- 


es the ſouthern boundary of this pariſh abounds in trouts, 


eels, &c. And at certain ſeaſons of the year, large quanti- 
nes of ſalmon, and falmon trouts, come up, which afford good 
ſport to the anglers. In ſpawning time, great numbers of 


ſalmon go up the river, even almoſt to its ſource, to depoſit 
their ſpawn. Till of late years, great havock uſed to he made 


among them at that ſeaſon, by the country people; but ſince 
the paſſing an act of the Legiſlature, for preſerving the fiſh in 
the river Tweed and the ſtreams running into it, theſe prac- 


tices have been greatly checked, by the exertions of the magiſ- 


trates and proprietors, to the great benefit of the valuable 
fiſhings on the Tweed. On the eſtate of Edington, beſides a 
mill for other kinds of grain, there are two mills for grind- 
ing wheat, in which about 300 bolls are every week made 
into flour. | 


Coaſt, and Sea Fiſh, —On the coaſt, which, towards the Eaſt 
pf the pariſh, is very bold and rocky, there are abundance of 
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all the kinds of fiſh that are to be found in the mouth of 


the Frith of Forth, which are ſold at very reaſonable rates 
Lobſters and crabs are in plenty, but there are no oyſters a 


_ muſcles. The lobſters are almoſt all carried to London by 


ſmacks that come along the coaſt ior that purpoſe, at ſtated 
Intervals. | 


Minerals, Game, &Fc.—In the rocks on the coaſt, gteat 


| quantities of lime-ſtone are to be found, though not of a 
_ good quality: Coal and iron ore alſo make their appearance, 


and immenſe blocks of free-ſtone of the fineſt. ſort. The 
uſual kinds of game, which are to be found in the lower 
parts of Berwick-ſhire, are here in great plenty. On the 
higher grounds in this pariſh, dotterels are ſuppoſed to ap- 
pear ſooncr than on any parts in the ſouth of Scotland, 


Woodcocks are often found in the early part of the ſeaſon, 


poor, weak, and exhauſted, probably from Wheat long fight 
acroſs the German Ocean. 


1 as is generally ſuppoſed, the monopoly of 


farms, and the abridgement of labour, in conſequence of the 


improved ſtate of agriculture, uniformly operate to the 
diminiſhing the number of the inhabitants, certainly the de- 


create of the population of this pariſh ought of late years to 


have been conſiderable; as the whole lands, except what are 
in the poſſeſſion of the proprietors are, at preſent, farmed by 
three tenants, one of whom is not reſident, but farms to 1 
conſiderable extent in a neighbouring pariſh. From any en— 
quirics, however, which the incumbent has made, he does 


not find that the decreaſe has been fo great as might have 
| been expected. And he ſhould imagine, that, if a full inveſti- 
gation were made of the matter, there would be leſs cauſe 
than f is generally ſuppoſed, for regretting that union of farms, 
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which now ſo generally prevails in this and many other 
parts of Scotland. It would indeed be unlucky, if a mode 
of farming, which muſt be allowed greatly to increaſe the 
moſt uſeful and moſt neceſſary commodities of a country, 
ſhould have a tendency to diminiſh the number of its inha- 
bitants. For there cannot be a doubt, that by the preſent 
{ſtem of huſbandry, which prevails in this part of the coun- 
ire, the grounds produce a much greater quantity of every * 
ſaecies of grain, and afford ſuſtenance to double the number 
of cattle, ſheep, and ſtock of every kind, than they did be- 
fore this mode was adopted. Its being carried on by fewer 
fands, in conſequence of the abridgement of labour, and a 
treater proportion of the lands being thrown into graſs, 
though ir muſt no doubt diminith the number of the people 
employed in the purpoſes of agriculture, and in many pa- 
rihes, where that forms the ſole employment of the inhabi- 
ants, render ſuch pariſhes leſs populous; yet it does not 
follow, as a juſt inference from thence, that the number of 
inhabitants in the country at large is thereby diminiſhed. It 
las only the effect of making the ſuperfluous hands betake 
themſelves to other occupations, and thus become the means 
of increaſing the number of our manufacturers, and furniſh- 
ng labourers for other uſeful and important purpoſes ; ſuch 
is making and repairing the public roads, incloſing and drain- 
ing the fields, &c. And there cannot be a doubt, that even 
in this county, where the monopoly of farms is perhaps car- 
tied to a greater length, than in any other county in Scotland, 
't will be found, when the extent of its whole population is aſ- 5 
certained, that the number of its inhabitants is rather increaſ- 
ed than diminiſhed: And that the diminution in many of the 
parochial diſtricts, from the cauſes above mentioned, is more 
nan counter- balanced by the additional increaſe in the towns 
and villages. This reaſoning will appear the more conclu- 
| | ſive, 
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five; when the faCt is ſtated, that the population, whatever 
decreaſe it may have ſuffered within theſe 20 years, is actu- 
ally nigh doubled, ſince the late eminent Dr Webſter made 
up his eſtimate, of the whole population of Scotland: _ 


For the number of ſouls at preſent in the parith is _ 35; 
Whereas the whole population, in 1755, was only 181 
Hence there is a clear increaſe, of no leſs than 154 
Ot thele there are males, 149 
— — — fe males —1857 
The number of families is exactly — 62 


Employments.—Like moſt of the other pariſhes in the coun. 
ty of Berwick, the chicf employment of its inhabitants is 
huſbandry. Till of late, there were indeed two manufac- 
tures carried on within the bounds of the pariſh, though 
none of them on an extenſive ſcale, the one a ſtarch, and the 
other a ſoap manufacture. They are both, however, given 
up, at leaſt for the preſent. Beſides thoſe employed in the 
. Purpoſes of agriculture, there are, as in all other country pa- 
riſhes, a few who follow ſuch mechanical occupations, as are 
requiſite for the accommodation of the inhabitants; ſuch as 
Joiners and ſmiths, for manufacturing the utenſils of hut- 
bandry—tailors, weavers, &c. There is one fithing boat 
belonging to the pariſh, which gives employment to 5 fither- 
men, who are as active and indultrious as any in this part of 
the coaſt, | 0 


Prices of Labour. — The wages of men ſervants who ges 
tb r bord in the houſe, are ſrom 71. to 81. a year; of vo- 
nan feryants, from 31. to 41. Servants who have families, 
and uin ſeparate houſes, are not paid in money, but re- 
cei : 2 £-7tata quantity of meal or grain, have a cow graze, 

| their 
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their coals brought home, and ſeveral other perquiſites, the 
whole of which may amount to 16l. a year. Day-labourers 


4 commonly receive 18. 4d. per day in ſummer, and 18. in win- 
ter, except in hay- time, and during harveſt, when there is a 
J; conſiderable advance in their wages. Thoſe who take work 
81 by the piece generally earn a conſiderable deal more. There 
uss, for theſe ſome years paſt, been a gradual riſe on the price 
54 of labour for weeding turnips, probably owing to the gradu- 
a? al extenſion of the turnip-huſbandry, which requires a great- | 
87 © number, and conſequently makes a greater demand for la- 
65 bourers. The wages are now 10d. per day; whereas, a few 
years ago, they ſeldom exceeded 6d. This ſpecies of labour 
In- is generally * by women and whe who are very 
I: expert at its: * | 
. Reade — The great RY road from Edinburgh to dan den; 


* by Berwick and Newcaſtle, runs through the Eaſt fide of this 


"en pariſh. The road from Dunſe to Berwick paſſes through 
the the South part of it. This, as well as all the other great and 
leading roads through Berwick ſhire, is made and repaired 


= dy the money which is levied at toll-bars, which have lately 
_—_— been erected. The inſtitution of turnpikes has been of the 
fs, greateſt utility to this country. Formerly, the roads were of- 
on den in ſuch a ſituation, as to render impoſſible, either for car- 
3 riages or horſes to get through; whereas, there is now an 
t of open and an eaſy communication, at all ſeaſons of the year, 


for horſes and carriages of every deſcription. The croſs 
roads are alſo in a rapid ſtate of improvement; they are 
made and up- held by the ſtatute labour, which is commuted: 


Heriters, Rent, S.. — There are only two heritors in 
tus diſtrict, both of whom reſide. The real rent of the pa- 


5 rih is about 2000l. Sterling. The valued rent is 2, o 5l. 
3 188. 0d, Scotch. The monthly ceſs is 321. 1.45. 8d. Scotch. 
hei: 
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Chin ch, School, 5 Poor. — The church was built! in the 
pear 17 575 and the manſe a conſiderable time before. The 
latter has lately undergone a complete and thorough repair, 
and is now comfortable and commodious. The ſtipend i; 
paid partly in money, and partly! in grain; the amount of 
the whole, including the glebe, is, communibus annis, from 
851. togol. Al EXANPER RixTON, Eſq of Lammerton is 
patron. The anthor of this account has been greatly in- 
debted to this gentleman, for his obliging information and 
aſſiſtance in drawing it up. The ſchool-maſter's ſalary i; 
71. per annum. The poor are maintained chiefly by aſſeſl. 
ments on the heritors and tenants, the collections in the 
church being triſling. Until within theſe 10 years, there 
never was a perſon on the poor's roll. Since that time they 
have not been numerous. At preſent there are only two 
that receive a weekly aliment. 


Antiquities Monuments of antiquity are not very numerous 
in this pariſh ; We have, however, a camp of conſiderable ex- 
tent, which, from its form, is unqueſtionably Daniſh, It is 
ſituated on the N. W. extremity of the pariſh, and commands 
a beautiſul proſpect over a vaſt tract of country. It ſeems to 
have been a well choſen {tation for the predatory excurſion: 

of barbarous ages, and alſo for keeping up a communication 
with the ſea, from which it is at no great diſtance. It is ſur- 
rounded by two deep trenches, which are ſtill very entire; 
the mounds of them ſeem once to have been faced with 
ſtones, Many of theſe ſtones have been carried away for 
different purpoſes : what 15 remarkable, a kind of ſtone has 
been found there, which is not to be ſeen in any other pat: 
of the country, except in the bed of the river Whitadder 
from whence they muſt have been brought, a diſtance ci 
near 4 miles, and all up-hill, which in thoſe days muſt han? 
| bee! 


- 
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he been a work of much toil and labour. The hill on which 
he the camp ſtands is called Hab or Hobchefler. A little to the 
i, South-Eaſt of this camp is a hill of no great height, but riſing 


13 abruptly, on which ſeveral unfortunate women were burnt 4 

of for witch-craſt, ſo late as the beginning of this century. It 4 

"mM is ſtill called the Witch's Kn Fd. EDinGToON CasTLE, the ; 
15 ruins of which now ſhow its former ſtrength, alſo demands a 
in- our notice. It is ſituated on the banks of the Whittadder, 7 
nd near the ſouthern extremity of the pariſh, on a ſteep rock, | 
* totally inacceſſible from the Weſt; at the foot of which the 3 
l. river flows. In feudal times, it was an excellent protection 4 
the againſt the inroads and depredations of our neighbours, on F 
* the other ſide of the Tweed. It has been a ſolid and ſub- ; 
ey ſtantial building, as what remains of the walls are compoſed ; 
Wo of immenſe ones, Ane cemented together. : 
T1 

Advantages and Diſadvantages —The advantages, attending 5 

FE the ſituation of this pariſh, greatly overbalance any diſadvan- 3 
en tages to which it may be liable. Situated within 4 miles E 
1 of Berwick, (to which there is an excellent road,) the in- F. 
nd; habitants can with great eaſe procure whatever may be want- . 
sto d, either for convenience or luxury. There alſo they find ; 
ons a ready market for whatever they have to diſpoſe of; the | 9 
tion farmer, in ſome degree, for his fat ſtock of every denomina- | 3 
555 tion, and always for his corn; and the cottager for his eggs, J 
ire; butter, cheeſe, or fowls. And, in like manner, they can be q 
vith WM ſupplied with whatever they ſtand in need of, as well and as j 
for cheap in Berwick, as in any place in the North of England. 5 

has Whatever elſe the farmer has to diſpoſe of, he there meets 

Patt _ A a 2 with b 
der, | | 11 
1 $ The ſpot on which the execution took place was plainly to be ſeen a- Y 
_ bout 4 years ago, but is now plowed up and cropped with the reſt of the field ; 9 


2 fort of ſuperſtitious veneration ſor the ſpot, where human blood had been 
been Med, ſeems to have preſerves it for many years 
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With his buyers, whether it be wool, cattle or ſheep ; Ber. 
wick being on the ſtraight road to Morpeth, Sunderland and 


Shields, the great marts of our ſtock ; and Yorkſhire, i in the 
ſame way, for our wool ; the jobbers | in theſe different articles 
repair thither at particular ſeaſons, and carry off whatever we 


have to part with. Vis difficult then to ſay, what would melio- 


rate the fituation of the inhabitants of this pariſh. Fuel pre- 


ſents itfelf as the readieſt means of making their ſtate more 


comfortable. At preſent they are, tis true, 7 miles from coals; 
but as it is good road, and the tenants drive fo many loads to 
each cottager, this! inconvenience is the leſs felt, more eſpe- 
cially as the prime colt 1 1s very moderate. But there is a res- 


- ſonable hope that even this drawback may ſhortly be remoy- 
| 1; as there is no doubt, that, on the northern extremity of 


tho pariſh, there is a workable coal, which, it is underſtood, 
the proprietor intends ere long to open up, and which will be 


of the greateſt benefit to the pariſh, as well as to the neigh. 
bourhood. 


Character. —Actuated by a ſenſe of theſe advantages, the 
inhabitants of this pariſh are induſtrious, frugal and orderly, 
ſubmiſſive to the laws, and attentive to the with of their fu 
periors. No inhabitant has been convicted of a crime be- 
ſore a Court of Juſtice, i in the memory of man. And whit 
thews the regularity of their conduct in the moſt confpicu- 
ous light, i is, that in July 1792, when the moſt atrocious riot 


prevailed i in this county, on account of the inſtitution cf 


turnpikes, not one inhabitant of this pariſh was carried be 
fore a magiſtrate, or even ſuſpeQed of being concerned in 
thoſe ſhameful enormities which diſgraced the county 


though perhaps the burden, (if there be any,) falls heaviel 


on them, being ſituated at the eaſtern extremity of the cou- 
ty, and though they, who pay toll, do not travel ten yards ol 
the road, on their way to Berwick, 
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NUMBER XII. 
PARISH or TILLICOULTRY. 


(CouxTy oF CLacku ain, Parity OF DowsL Axe, 
Son OF PERTH | AND STIRLING. 5 


By the Rev. MR. WILLIAM OSBURN, Miniſter. 


Etymolegy of the Name. 


1 origin of the name is generally ſuppoſed to be Gae- 
lic, and Tillicoultry compounded of the three words, Tullich, 
cut and tir. Theſe words ſignify literally, the mount or Bill 
at the back of the country, and ſeem to refer to the Kirk-hill, 
and the Cuninghar ; a riſing ground, which begins near the 
houſe of Tillicoultry and the old kirk, and runs in a S. E. 
direction till it reaches the Dovan. This riſing ground has 
a ſtrikingly romantic appearance, as one approaches it, 
eicher from the Eaſt or the Weſt. And as it interſects a 
beautiful plain, which begins at the Abbey-Craig near Stirling, 
and extends to Vicar's Bridge, it has juſtly been diſtinguiſhed 
as the termination of the plain, or ſtrath. But the author of 
this account hopes he will not be accuſed of affeQation, if 
he ventures to give a Latin derivation, and conſiders Tillicoul- 
try 2s compounded either of Tellus culta, or Tellus cultorum 

Dei. 
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Dei. If the firſt be adopted, we may 1 the name tk 
its rife, from the place having been once in a high fate of 


cultivation, probably from the introduction of the Italian agli 
culture. But if the ſecond, it may denote the refidence of 
ſome of the Culdees, or a place appropriated to the worſhip 


of God, either by the Culdees or the Druids. For on the 
fouth end of the Cuninghar, the rude remains of a Druidical 
circle are ſtill to be ſeen, and on the north-eaſt extremity of 
the riſing ground, the old church was ſituated. The write: 
hereof is no admirer of the Gaelic ; but as Gaelic derin- 


tions are at preſent faſhionable, and as every place in this 


country is ſuppoſed, by our learned antiquarians, to have an 


old Gaelic name, he is afraid little attention will be paid to 


theſe Latin etymologies. It muſt, however, be allowed, that 
Tillicoultry is no great corruption of Tellus culta, o or of Tel 
tus cultorum Dei. 


 Situaticn—Tillicoultry | is an inland country pariſh, and 


preſents little uncommon or ſplendid for deſcription. lt 
comprehends a conſiderable part of the Ochils, where thel: 


kills are higheſt ; but the principal part of the pariſh lies at 
the foot of the hills, verging towards the ſouth. I he river 
Dovan waſhes its banks on the north. 


Appearance, Farm, ec, —The appearance of the pariſh, 
whether we view the hills or the plain, is beautiful and ple 
ſant. A great part of the low ground is encloſed, and al- 
ſords a variety of agreeable landſcapes, and the beauty of the 


ſcene is much encreaſed by the windings of the Dovan, 


which in miniature reſemble thoſe of the Forth. The thape 
of the whole pariſh is a rhomboid or an oblong, which hi 
the two longeſt ſides on the E. and W. each meaſuring al- 


moſt 6 Englith miles. 1 he 9. fide of the oblong meaſures 
| | near 
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near 24 miles; and the N. fide one wills The low grounds 
taken alone form Alſo an oblong, the length of the ſides 


from E- to W. being rather more than 24 miles, and the 


breadth from 8. to N. about 14 mile. | 


Extent end Elevation —Tillicoultry conſiſts of more than 


$009 Scotch acres, of which quantity, qoco are in the 
Ochils, and the remaining 2000 acres form the low arable 


ground at the foot of the hills, and to the ſouth of the bank 
dykes. About 1100 or 1200 acres of arable land, by far the 


beſt and moſt valuable in the pariſh, lie between the bank 


dykes, at the foot of the hills, and the loweſt part of the 
banks of Balharty and Coalſnaughton, ſouth of the Dovan, 
and about 800 or goo acres lie ſouth of the river, from the 


foot of the banks. The hills, according to an actual ſurvey, 


excluſive of the Mill-Glen farm, contain 2902 acres. The 
elevation of the ground, on the north banks of the Doyan 


at the bridge, is not more than 20 feet, or at moſt 30 feet 


above the level of the Forth, at ſpring tides; and the 8. W. 
corner of Tillicoultry, which approaches neareſt to that river, 
is diſtant from it about 3 miles. The ground at Coalſnaugh- 


ton is near 300 feet above the Dovan; and at . it is 


about 300 feet. 


Seil and Surface. The foil is in general dry-field, rich in 
quality. When properly taken care of, it bears excellent 
crops, both of corn and hay, and gratefully repays the labour 


of the husbandman. At the foot of the hills, the ſoil is a 


line quick loam, but not very deep. The crofts are, in many 
places, covered with {tones almoſt innumerable, ſmooth in 


their ſurface, and in general twice as large as a man's fiſt. 


They appear to be natural to the ſoil, and not brought thi- 
her by any inundation; but many entertain a different opi- 
| nion 
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nion. Some farmers think them an advantage to the crop, 
as in hot dry ſummers they keep the graund moiſt and cod. 
and in winter warm. Vaſt quantities have been gathere, 
which, in labouring, proves a great eaſe both to the plouyh 
and the ploughman. 


and bears fine crops of wheat as well as other grains. The 


The haughs, near the Dovan, preſent 
a deep loam mixed with ſand, and the foil is very different 
from that of the crofts. The farm of Gutters is in part clay 


lands ſouth of the Dovan are much inferior to thoſe on th 
north ſide. In ſome places, the ſoil is a clay, of a cold m. 
ture; in others it is a light loam, mixed with ſand and yr. 
vel, on a till bottom, and in others it is a deep rich loam. | 


conſiderable part of the ground is covered with heath, and 
would not be eaſily improved, either for tillage or paſtur. 


Perhaps the beſt improvement would be, to encloſe the 


- moors, and to plant them with Scotch firs, larches, and 0- 
ther foreſt trees. 


Agriculture. In the county of Clackmanan, agricultural 


improvements are much attended to, and have been brought 


to great perfection. Richer crops of wheat, barley, or hay, 
are feldom to be met with; and the ploughs uſed, and thx 
mode of ploughing, are no where ſurpaſſed. A plough and 
ploughman were ſent this ſummer from Clackmannanſhire to 


Windſor, to give a proper 1 n of plowing on his Mz 
jeſty's farm. SET 


cs and Multures, &c.—The farmers in Tillicoultry 


do not pretend to take any lead in agricultural improvement 


They profit, however, by the obſervations and the practice 


of others. Two horſe ploughs are getting into general ui, 


The crops 
principally 


which are a great improvement in husbandty. 
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crincipally attended to, are oats ani bailey.” Wheat is too 
much neglected, except by Mr Johnſton, and even peaſe 


and beans. Crops of turnips are ſeldom to be met with, 
and cabbages are never raiſed in our fields. It is difficult 


to aſcertain the rent and produce of the land per acre. The 
farms are commonly let at a certain rent in camulo, and the 


farmers, not knowing the meaſure of their fields, ſeldom pay 
attention to the produce of particular acres. The reſult of 


many enquiries is, that an acre of the beſt land, well manur- 


ed, will produce from 7 to 10 bolls of oats, each boll weigh- 


ing 14 or 15 ſtone, yielding about a boll of meal. The oats 
generally produce 14 pecks of meal, beſides paying the mul- 
ture, and all other mill-dues. The multure is no leſs than the | 
13th peck. An acre of the ſame land will yield from 7 to 
11 bolls of barley, each weighing about 18 or 20 ſtone. At 


an average, however, an acre will not vield above 6 or 7 bolls, 
whether of barley or oats. Our dry-field barley is remar- 
$bly good, being very thin in the rind; and is reckoned, by 


maltmen and diſtillers, equal to any raiſed in the Carſe. A 


good deal of wheat has of late been ſown in the farm of 


Gutters, and an acre commonly produces from 8 to 10 bolls. 


Forty bolls of potatoes have been raiſed on an acre, and one 
firmer in particular had 18 bolls on the 4th of an acre. The 


writer of this account had acceſs to ſee a remarkable crop of 
potatoes, raiſed in Mr Barclay's garden, the produce being 


no leſs than 105 pecks, or 6 bolls and 9 pecks, raiſed from 
one peck planted. 


Farms, Rents, Paſlure, Stock, &c.—The farms are in general 


(mall, and there are only 5 tenants whoſe rent exceeds 50 l. 
Sterling per annum. A great pt of the pariſh is incloſed, 


ind laid down in graſs, and is let annually for ſummer graz- 
Vol. XV. By zing: 
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zing. The rent of farms fluctuates, but graſs parks com. 
monly let well. * The grois rental of the pariſh is above 
1700l, Sterling, and the valuation is rated, in the old ceſ 
books of the county, at 3389 1. 5 s. rod. Scotch. There ar 
in Tillicoultry employed in plowing, carting, and other 
country work; Ne 


J 14 16 Milk Cows, = 132 
Pleugbs 36 Cottagers ditto = 6 
Carts „„ | 


Hill Parms, Sheep and Woyl.—The hills have a verdant 
and beautiful appearance. They afford excellent paſture for 
ſheep, and are divided into 5 farms. They will maintain 
about 3500 ſheep ; and, at an average, an acre will not only 
maintain, but fodder one ſheep. The paſture is graſs, inter- 
ſperſed with heath, bent and ling. The heath is ſhort and 
wearing out. The Mill-Glen and Fore-hill farms are infe- 


rior 


* For 1 5 years paſt, almoft all the farms, which have been let, have been ta- 
ken by ſtrangers from other pariſhes in the neighbourhood, and who are 8e. 
ceders. If the preſent ſyſtem prevail for other 15 years, the greateſt part, il 
not the whole of the pariſh, will be poſſeſſed by perſons not belonging to 
the eſtabliſhed church. It is but doing juſtice to a worthy man, (whole 
ſweetneſs of temper, benevolence of heart, and gentlemany behaviour, will be 
remembered with pleaſure, at leaſt while the preſent generation laſts,) ro men- 
tion, that Mr BaxcLay MairLand improved and beautified the parifh ina 
high degree, by his numerous incloſures and plantations. His taſte and atten- 
tion every where appear. Mr Tarr alſo merits praiſe for his improvements 
on the lands of Harvieſton, which he has wholly encloſed. He has carried on 
his improvements, fox many years, with much ſpirir and judgment, and, it i 
preſumed, with great advantage to himſelf. His uniform practice has been to 
fallow his fields, and, after manuring them well with dung and lime, to ſow 
them with barley and graſs ſeeds. One of his incloſures, which contains 3 
and a half Scotch acres, has been let this ſeaſon for grazing, at 4 guiness 
per &cre, the rent being 231. 2 8. Sterling. 
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rior to none in the Ochils, for producing excellent mutton 
and fine wool. The wood of theſe farms is much ſuperior 


to that of Bruich and the back hills, as the paſture is natur- : 
ally much finer. The farms are commonly ſupplied from 


Tweeddale with young ſheep of the black-faced kind: the 


farmers ſometimes breed young ſheep, which, on the whole, | 
they find better, ſtronger and more profitable, than thoſe 


from Tweeddale. But as the hills are ſtormy, they catinot 


keep the lambs in winter. All the Mill Glen farm is good 


paſture, but in the reſt of the hills, there are near 400 acres 
of little or no value, as they are covered with channel and 


mols. The very beſt white fizeces yield about 4 lib. of wool, 


valued at od. per pound; and the belt ſmeared fleeces 6 lib. 
at $4. or 6d. The average weight of a white fleece is about 


27 lib. and of a ſmeared one, 4 lib. The whole of what 


% formerly a commont is now the property of Mr Brucs, 
cept Bruich, which belongs to Mr Tarr, and as much as 


„ maintain 48 ſheep. _ 


Hills and Minerals. —BExCLEUGS, the property of Mr 
Johnſton, is the higheſt in the Ochils, and is 2300 ſeet a- 
bove the level of the Forth at Alloa. The Ochils preſent a 
conſiderable variety of {trata. The ſummits of the central 


parts, particularly Bencleugh, are compoſed of granites, both 


red and gray. Many varieties of theſe are extremely beau- 
B b 2 tiful, 


When Lon v Col vir feued che eſtate, he gave his vaſſals a right of paſ- 


turing ſheep and other cattle on the hills. Some of chem had a limited num- 
der of ſheep aligned them, and others an unlimited number. In the year 
1769, Mr BARCLAT MAITLAND commenced a proceſs againſt the feuers, for 
a viſion of the common hill, which contained about 300 acres, The pro- 
cels was withdrawn from the Court of Seſſion in 1774, and referred to ar- 
biters, and all the feuers diſpoſed of their property ior low ground, or a di- 
mipution of their ſeu-duty, The Milli- Glen was no part of the common hill. 
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tiſul, nd contain ide diſtinct chryſtals of black 1 The 
next chain, of which the King's Seat is the higheſt, and he. 
longs to that claſs called ſecondary mountains, conſiſts of 
Trata of Ar gillaceous Schiſtus. Below this, f in various parts, 
are found craigs or rocks of Baſattes, or whinſtone. The 
Caſtle Craig i is of this ſort, and is peculiarly intereſting to the 
naturaliſt, as it is in part compoſed of nodules of whin-ſtone, 
exhibiting concentric cruſts of decompoſed bafaltes, Ike the 
coats of an onion, ſurrounding a harder nucleus. Garnet; 
are not uncommon in the micaceous Schiſtus, which forms 
the ſhade between the granitical and argillaceous Schiſtus. 
There are many veins of copper in the hills. * Iron: ſtone, 
of an exceeding good quality, has been found in many dif- 
ferent places. Some veins in W aity-Glen are as rich as any 
_ diſcovered in Scotland. The Dovan Company have a leaſe 
of the iron-ſtone belonging to Mr Bruce, and have employed, 
during the greateſt part of this year, 64 miners and to vo- 
men bearers. At an average, each miner gains 1s. 6d. per 
day, and a bearer 8d. A great many frings, or veins of 
rich iron ore of the kidney kind, have been diſcovered in 
the hills, equal in quality to any diſcovered in this coun- 
try, and by no means inferior to what is brought from Eng- 
land. Some ſmall trials have been made with one of the 
veins, and it 1s to be regretetd that they are diſcontinued, 
Beſides copper» there is a great appearance, in the hills, of dif- 


erent 


* Some of theſe were wrought near Fo years ago, to 2 very conſiderable 
extent in the Mill-Glen. Four different kinds of copper ore were diſco- 
vered, the thickeſt vein of which was about 18 inches, The ore, 
when waſhed and dreſſed, was valued at ;01. Sterling per ton. A Company 
of gentlemen at London were the tackſmen, and for ſeveral years employcd 
about 50 men. After a very great ſum of money was expended, the w orks 
were abandoned, as unable to defray the or 


ferent 


| and ar 


edge f 
found, 
build 
of free 
been ( 


Coa 
coal, 
ſton's 
exten! 
are 4 
firſt 1: 
From 
lent q 
13 a T6 
thom: 
pal le 
fatho 
tation 
the 2 
all ge 
the c 
ſtone 


of th 


| by th 


GUAN 


of Tillicouttry. ex 


ferent minerals,fuch as ſilver, lead, cobalt, antimony, ſulphur, 


anch arſenic, but no proper trials have yet been made. A ſmall 


edge ſtratum of dark blue clay, 2E feet thick, was lately 
ſound, which, it is thought, will prove exceeding good for 
building furnaces, and making fire bricks. There 1s plenty | 
of free-ſtone of a good quality for building ; ; and ſtones have 
been cut in the quarries from 8 to 10 ſeet in length. 


Cial.— The whole pariſh, ſouth of the hills, abounds with 
coal, which is the property of Mr Bruce, except in Mr John- 
ſton's eſtate. The coal has not been wrought to any great 
extent, unleſs where it is drained by the preſent level. There 
are 4 different ſeems of coal which the level drains. The 
firſt is a mixed cherry coal, 3 feet thick, and 12 fathoms 
from the ſurface. The 24d is a rough ſoft coal of an excel- 
lent quality, 6 feet thick, and 15 fathoms deep. The 3d 
5 a remarkably good clean ſplint, 24 feet thick, and 20. fa- 
thoms deep. And the 4th, which is reckoned the princi- 
pal ſeam, is about 5 feet thick, and lies at the depth of 30 
fathoms. It is a hard durable ſplint well adapted for expor- 
tation and the foreign market, particularly Holland. Only 
the 24 and fourth ſeams have been wrought; + the roofs are 
all good, except that on the 2d ſeam, where it runs towards 
the crop. But it is very valuable, as it contains balls of iron- 
tone in the roof, of an exceeding good quality. Eighty acres 
of the 24 ſeam, and 20 of the fourth, may ſtill be wrought 


| by the level; but by erecting a ſteam engine, an immenſe 


quantity may be gained. The Devon company have been 
tackimen 


Twenty pickmen uſed to be employed in the coal-work ; and about 
3000 chalders of great coal were exported annually from the harbour of Alloa; 
but for 4 years paſt, the working of the coal has been diſcontinued. There 
is no doubt, how ever, but that, in procels of time, the coal will be a moſt pro- 
fable concern, as there are inexhauſtible fields of it to be found. 


n = 25 


22 


* 


—— —u; 6 > 


— —ů— 2 2 


—— — 


£25 0 . NS 
4s ACE — & Y 9 


FEE 
LS 


N 


n 
FT 


— — - 
n " 


we — 
YES. ag 
+= 4 


5 C9 £1,008 - ay 
1 
ee 
— OX, 


SSGERE< 


—— 


72 
» 

1 
1 Db 
* 

1 
. 
4; 74 

1 
2 "vu 

* 5 > 
| | 

* r "* 
7 « Ts 
£ f 5 
” 7; E 

473 
LN 1 
„ 
7 1 

1 
bl &L 
4. E 

„ 

- + 4 
1 
* g | 
** P : 
+ :,0&x ; 

. © $530 
4d te 

« i'Y 

2 
1 

_ Mo 
PIE o 

= l 

Fo 

"4.4: 

4 « 4 
_ + 4+ 
1 3 

15 k ff 
1 

1 7 4 

aA $ . 2 

1 I 

1 
_— 
K « * 

4 -- 
wh 1. 
=. 

3 |. - 
"EY 
5% bc 

4 — * 

D ; * 
3 4 
NE = 

$83 

_ 
D 4 

Mp 

by 4% 

25 F 
* 
5 1 

«i 41 4a] 
8 4 

% 2 1 

a 
5 * ” 

* . 

21 7 
e 

by 2 * 

1 7 1 
1 
4 4 

= 

4 4 s 

N 
* 
* 

4 Ms 

wt ' N 
l =” 

=_ ; Y Y 
8 

N 
+ N 

1 
_ . 
OY 
1 
7 
"LY 
84 
„ 
. 

EF £ 
7 i 
3; _ 

4 

1 

15 v 
$ 8 

70 

** t 7 
4 "i 

(>, 8 

ti 
EU 
_—_ 
1 
- {had y 
N * 
+= 
7 
=. 4 
$ 
_ 

* . 
„ 

. of 
A : 4 

+23 i 

. by 1 
TI's 
ME. * 

19 , 
9 
. i 

in 

47 
N F 

1 i 

4 $8 

I 

"of 4 77 
ON 1 

2 4 [ 
* 

Co * " 

* 1 

on 4 5 

© ; 

Jay | 
n by 

5 { 

- Lan 
A 
4 ! 

+» oF 1 
X 1 . 

i 
_ 0 

'-4.Y 
S271 
) 
"A: 
[ - 
1 

Ci 7 

4:8 
by 
* 

* 

z 

7 
. 1 
aff 


— TIRE — — * 
« - my 


=" 20% * 


— r 


verflows its banks f. 


198 Stariſtica / Account 


tackſmen of the coal for more ti » a year and a half, hy 


have wrought none, except a very ſmall quantity for lan 
fale. The deſign of taking a coal, without working it, is js. 


comprehenſible. While coals remain under ground, they ae 


of no > value, er to the N or the tackſmen. 


Gate Mail. The great coal, when led to the ſhore 


Alloa for exportation, pays a tax of fourpence Seelig per 
chalder to the family of Mar, called Gate Mail. It was origi 
nally demanded, for the liberty of exporting the coal from 


the Pow of Alloa, and becauſe the road leading through the 
eſtate to the harbour was a private one, though ufed by the 
public. This road is repaired by Mr Erſkine at a confider- 


able annual expence ; at the ſame time it ſeems extraordi 
nary, that there is not a public road leading from Tillicoul- 


try to a public harbour, and to a market town, in which a 
cuſtom-houſe is eſtabliſhed by authority. 


River, Floods, Fiſh, Pearls, Sans, &c.—The Devon i; 


a beautiful river, but not navigable. After running in tix 


Ochils about 8 miles in an eaſterly direction from its ſourcy, 


it makes a wide circuit round Muckart. Then taking a 
weſterly courſe at the Crook, and forming the romantic fil 
© the Caldron Lin, it divides the arable land of Tillicoulttſ, 


into two almoſt equal parts. The valley, through which it 


paſles, is diſtinguiſhed by Nerute in his Tour, as being one ot 


the moſt pleaſant places, or, as he expreſſes it, the Tempe of 
Scotland. The Devon frequently ſwells with rain, and o- 
It abounds with excellent trout 


and 


+ Avery remarkable and uncommon flood happened in September 1785 


which carried away a prodigious quantity of corn, broke down a ſtone bridge 


at the Rack mill in Dollar, and occaſioned other very extraordinary damage. 
| Tat 
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and parr, which afford much amuſement to the angler. In 
the deep pools, pikes and eels are found. Salmon come from 
the Forth in great numbers to ſpawn ; and we have plenty 
of delicious ſea trouts, both white and grey, in the harveſt 
and ſpring. In ſome places, the banks of the Devon preſent. 
ſingular concretions of hardened clay, in a great variety of 
fantaſtic ſhapes. Pearls of a ſmall ſize have been found in 
the bed of the river ; and, in very ſevere winters, ſwans have 
been known to reſort to its banks. 5 Ts 


Rivulets and Burn Trouts, c. — The hill burns, | op rivu- 
lets, abound with trouts of a very delicious quality and fla- 
your, and are taken in great numbers after rain. Nene were 
ever diſcovered in the Glooming-fide Burn, though it has plenty 
of water, and remarkably fine ſtreams and pools. Trouts 
hare even been put into it, but without the deſired effect. 
This is ſuppoſed to ariſe from ſome bed of ſulphur, or other 
mineral hurtfu] to fiſh, over which the burn paikcs. ” 


Birds and Puadrupeds.—The birds are the fame as in the 
neighbourhood, and it is needleſs to ſpecifiy them, as they 
are enumerated in the ſtatiſtical account of Alloa 5. Till 
of late, the bulfinch was a ſtranger here, but he is now fre- 
quentty to be met with. The woodlark ought to be particu- 
larly mentioned, as one of our ſweeteſt warblers. He be- 
gins to ſing early in the ſpring, and continues till late in har- 
reſt. Like the nightingale, he is frequently heard ſinging in 

| thr 


The river roſe in 4 or 5 hours more than 13 feet above its uſual height, at 
Villicoultry bridge. A woman, who was aſliſting a farmer in removing his 
corns, on the ſouth fide, was forced away by the rapidity and violence of 
the ſtream, and brought in ſafety to the oppoſite bank. Her clothes hed 
made her float on the ſurface of the water, though ſhe was carried down a- 
bout a quarter of a mile. | | 
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the moſt melodious, enchanting manner, in the clear, (il 
ſummer evenings. On theſe occaſions, he commonly pro- 
longs his fong till midnight, and ſometimes till the morning, 
For two or three years we were viſited with a magpie, which 
was not variegated with black and white plumage, but was 
entirely white, —<* Rara avis in terris”, The other magpies 
aſſociated with him, and did not conſider him in any degree 
as ſtrange. In the hills there are muir- fowls, plovers and 
dotterels. The muir-fowls are not ſo frequent as formerly, 
as the heath 1s wearing out, and in conſequence of this the 
ſhelter is not ſo good. The birds of paſſage are {wallows, 
| cuckoos, fieldfares and woodcocks; and we are alſo viſited at 
times with herons, ducks, and ſea gulls, Eagles are ſometimes 
| ſeen on the hills. The wild quadrupeds are, hares, rabbits, 
foxes, hedge-hogs, weaſels, polecats, badgers and otters. The 
ſkin of the otter is valuable as a fur, and Fetches A 200d 
price. 


| Orchards and Plantations. —There are two ſmall orchards, 
planted chiefly with apple trees, which contain about {ix 
acres, and, ſome years, bear conſiderable quantities of fruit. 
Above 100 acres are planted with foreſt trees, and many of 
the incloſures are ſurrounded with ſingle rows of planting. 
All kinds of foreſt trees thrive well, particularly Oaks, elms, 


aſhes, beeches, planes, and Scotch firs “. 


. air 18 healthy, dry, and warm, ſubject neither 


to fogs nor damps. Snow does not lie long on the low ground, 


particularly between the Devon and the hills, which is pro- 


bably owing to the natural warmth of the air or ſoit. The 
healthineſs of the two villages, at the foot of the hills, is un- 


doubtedly 


* About 60 years ago, the common broom grew ſo tall and luxuriaut 
Rear the manſe, that the crows and magpies built their neſts in che branches, 
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doubtedly much enereaſe, by their e well wages _ 


plenty of excellent water. 


Diſeaſe Thee. are no diſeaſes any way . to Ti- 
Jeouliry; bor that can be ſaid to be prevalent. Epidemic 


diſeaſes, ſuch as fevers, fluxes, the ſmall-pox, the meaſles, 

and the chincough attack us at times, but not more frequent- 
ly than they do others. Rheumatiſms are not uncommon, 
as the people are much expoſed to rain and cold, in follow- 


ing their employments in the fields. Within theſe 25 
years, a great many young perſons have died of conſump- 
tions, but the author 1s. not able, either to aſcertain the num- 
ber, or point out the cauſes. Slow fevers ſome times arę 


prevalent. And people have been known to recover, after 


remaining in them 30, or eren 40 days. The ague uſed to 


be frequent, but it is now almoſt unknown. This happy 
change is perhaps owing to the lands being better drained 


than formerly, or to the houſes being kept more cleanly, 
Vor. ks | | | | C C | "amy 


5 The laſt time the plague was in ont” it did not reach Tillicoul- 
ty, though a good many perſons died of it at Alva. One man however ha- 
ving died ſuddenly in the Weſter town, the people were afraid to touch the 
corpſe, or even to enter the houſe. It was-pulled down, and the ſmall emi- 
nence, which this' occafioned, was called e Cairn. 


9 lt i is worth mentioning that one WII IIA. Ho N TR, a collier; was cured 


in the year 1758, of an inveterate rheumatiſm or gout, by drinking freely of 


new ale, full of barm or yeſt. The poor man had been confined to his bed 
for a year and à half, having almoſt entirely loſt the uſe of his limbs. On 
the evening of Handſel Monday, as it is called, (i e. the firſt Monday of the 
New Year, O. S.) ſome of his neighbours came to make merry with . 
Though he could not riſe, yet he always took his ſhare of the ale, as it paſſed 
round the company, and, in the end, became much intoxicated, The conſe- 
quence was, that he had the uſe of his limbs the next morning, and was able 
do wall: about. He lived more than 20 years after this, and never had the 
ſmalleſt return of his old complaint. 
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| Ages, Conditions, and Employments of the inhabitants at that time. 
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warm, and dither The lay. was n Lore for ma- 


ny years. It has, however, appeared of late three different 


times, and carried off a good many perſons, chiefly women. 
As this alarming malady always broke out in the end of har. 


veſt, ſome have been apt to imagine, that, if it was not caught 
by infection, it aroſe from the colds and damps to which 
the people were expoſed in reaping, or to a frequent uſe of 
potatoes not brought to a proper ſtate of maturity. The 


people have in general an averſion to inoculation for the 
8 imall-pox, yet this . 1 18 beginning t to wear _—_ 15 


| Population, —Tillicoultry i 18 a {mall pariſh, yet pretty popu- 
Jous for its ſize, 


PorUL ATION TABLE or THE PARISH or TLIcouUTar. 


5 Por theſe 18 years paſt, the annual average number of ſouls has been 8:4 


The higheſt real number of any ou _ that Period, was 919 
And the loweſt, - - - 829 
mines W 5 | - 90 

In the year 1789, the number of Owls Was 1 903 
Of theſe there belonged to the Fabien Church, J. 
And to the Seceſſion, - - 101 


The following Lis were taken in January 1792, and ſhew the Number! 


NUMBER 


4 Many children took the ſmall pox, laſt year, in the natural way, on 
one of whom died, being a ſickly child. Were the ſmall-pox to be alway: 


| equally favourable, inoculation would fall into diſuſe. The author has ſome 


times remarked, that when the ſame diſeaſcs; ſuch as dyſenteries, fevers, and 
the ſmall-pox, have prevailed in Alva and Tillicoultry, more in proportion 
have died in Alva than here. This was probably occaſioned by the houte 
| being more crouded together in the one place than the other, and the air be 
ing more confined, and the infection more liable to | ſpread. 


U- 


F Tillicoultry. 


Nowsens, Sexrs, and Acrs, 
Total number of ſouls, $53 


a Families, . + 412 


F - PRA 373 
Females, 1 480 


#.- 


Majority of females, | | | 107 
No of n 10 years of 
| age, | H e -; 5; 236 
— Berens 10 and 20, 163 


2 


3 and 5, 30 
ea, 124 


— fad * 70 and 8, : 27 
Coxbirioxs, CouxrRx, Ræri- 
- GION,. &c. 5 


No. of married perſons, 7 | 278 


Widowers, | I 9 


n $4: 


— Bachelors who keep houſe, IT 
——— Perſons reſiding but not 


born in Tillicoultry, 200 


Born abroad, 5 5 
— Heritors, 10 
—  Clergymen, 34 
—— School-maſters, 1 
—— Communicants of the _ 
Eſtabliſhment, = 359 


—— Ditto of the Seceſſion, 97 
—— Epiſcopalians, 2 


— Camerxronians, 1 
Occu Ari Os. . 

No. of Farmers, i; v-1 8 

— Wcavers, — 21 


— Wrights, w 6 
—— Maſons, - 7 


——— Smiths, > 3 


203 


Neo. of Shoe-maker, 3 


Tailors, 2 
Wr, r 


8 

5 

ann r zu 
—— Gardeners, . 

L 

1 

I 


— Dancing maſters, by 
Male houſe ſervants, 


— Female ditt, 1 A1 


444 


— Male labburing ſervants, 25 


 —— Burials for ditto I, 18 
—— Maies born for ditto, 151 | 
— Females born for ditto; 4 
— - Perforis i in each family, 5 HK 
. Ditto in each farmer's g E 


bak. 1 
PRoPoR TIONS: 
Ofmales to females, nearly as 3 to 4 
Of married men and widow- 
ers, to Bachelors who keep 
| houſes, about e 


” widowers to widows, f 6 


Of males born to females; 
Or about, 
Total nuinber of males born 
during the laſt 21 years, 329 
Ditto of females within that 
period, e 


13 14 


Majority of males born, 1 4&3 
Annnal average of more males 
than feinales, 1 to 1 did a fifth 


INCREASE 


J For 12 months preceding November 1789, there were Fi 3 HINT 
vp perſons buried in the church yards of Tillicoultry ; and for 12 months pre- 
ceding June of the preſent year 1793, there have been neither marriages not 


proclamations. 


Female ditto, . 
ANNUAL AvERAGRSs, for 21 years, | 
No. of Marriages, 7 
| ——-— Baptiſms for ditto, 22 746 
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3 eee ene 
C 1 

— Ditto in 1782, (as above,) 853 Increaſe, = E 
—ditto in 1% ͤ . "99 Ditto hy 56 


— 


"Total i increaſe i in 38 yeah I 52 


* 
4 


- Conſe of the Increaſe. —By comparing Dr Webſter's lift 
with the number of inhabitants Curing the two laſt years, 
there is an evident increafe. It is perhaps owing to the e- 
ſtabliſhment of the Devon company in the neighbourhood of, 
and the working of iron-ſtone in Tillicoultry, that the num- 

ber of the inhabitants has ſo greatly encreaſed ſince the be- 
ginning of the year 1792. It is ſomewhat remarkable, that 
when the liſts were taken in January 1 792, all the maſons, 
miners, and labourers were employed, but there were ſcarce- 

ly any of the labourers employed i in the pariſ mn. 


Prolific Mothers. — There are at preſent living in Tillicoul- 
try eleven married women, who have been delivered of twin 
children. One of them has had twins two different times, 

and another, in the year 1765, about three years before the 
birth of her twins, brought forth THREE children at one 
| birth, all boys and of a good ſize. Two of the children died 

in the firſt month, and the third, a healthy child, died of the 
ſmall pox when two years old. But what is ſtill more uncom- 
mon, in the year 1752, Katherine Hunter, the wife of George 
Sharp a labourer, brought forth FoUR CHILDREN at one 
birth, —two males and two females. They were all baptiz- 
ed, but being ſmall and weakly, none of them lived above 
three weeks. : 


Fillages and Hou ſer —Tillicoultry contains three villages, 
Te eftertewn, Earl Kun and Coalſnarghton, and all che inhabi- 
tants 


tants 
ly thr. 
but th 
ly one 
and C 
the m 
cow | 


* 
weavi 
is a ff 


and. 1 
reign 


Sterli: 
great 


ſcience 


fold 1 
is my 
this 1 
leaſt 


pO, A 
. 
while 


no m 
_ 
wrou 
poſes, 
and a 
now 
in its 
may | 

Pr 
and © 


ee, es 


rants live in theſe except 36 families. or theſe families on 
ly three reſide in the Ochils. The houſes conſiſt of nothing 
but the ground floor, except 8, of which, 5 houſes have on- 
y one ſtory raiſed above the ground floor, two have 2 ſtories, 
and one has three ſtories, and there are only three houſes, 
the manſe included, which 3 are n N to the en on win- 
cow lights. 


Ke ene has been long famous for 
weaving a courſe woolen cloth, called Tillicoultry Serge. It 
is a ſpecies, of ſhaloon, having 4vorfled warp and yarn waft, 
and is reported to have been wrought here, as carly as the 


reign of Mary Queen of Scots. The average price is 18. 


Sterling per yard. Though the manufacture has now, in a 
great meaſure, left us, and gone to Alva, ( /ike the arts and 


ſciences, from Eaft to Weſt,) yet all the cloth of this kind is 


ſold in the markets, under the name of T://icoutry Serge. It 
is much to be regretted, that more attention is not paid to 
this manufacture in the place where is was invented, or at 
leaſt brought to the greateſt perfection. About 50 years a- 
go, a ſerge web from Alva would not ſell in the market, 


while one from Tillicoultry remained unſold. But this is by 


no means the caſe at preſent. The author of this account 
can give no preciſe ſtatement of the quantity of ſerge 
wrought here, as the ſtamp maſter keeps no liſt. He ſup- 
poles, however, that he ſtamps annually 7000 ells of ſerge, 
and an equal quantity of plaiding. Some of the weavers are 
now employed in making muſlins, but as this branch is ſtill - 


in its infancy, it is impoſſible to ſay with what advantage it 
may be attended. 


Prices of Labour and Proviſions —The prices of labour, 
and of many of the neceſſaries of life, have riſen much, and 
arg 
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are Rill cfg It may be faid to be nearly double of what 
it was 50 years ago. For example, the wages of a taylor 
per day, beſides his diet, was 4d. Sterling, now they are 8d; 
of a day labourer; 5d. or 6d. now 10d. or 1s; of a maſon, 16 


now 18. 6d. and 18. 8d. or 28; of a labouring ſervant per an. 
num, zl. now from 61. to 101. The price of a fowl was gü. 


| now it is 18. and ſometimes more; of a pound of butter, 54, 
now 94. or 10d. and of a pound of cheele, 24. now v 4d. 


| Ronde. —The foal ler the hill foot have a grove bot. 
tom, and are tolerably good, and likewiſe the road which 
leads from the hill foot to Coalfnaughton by the bridge. But 
the ſouth road, which comprehends a ſpace of more than 
2 Englifh miles, is in a wretched ſtate, having been much 
neglected of late years, and the greateſt part of it never ha. 


ving been properly made, at leaſt to the eaſtward Coalſnaugh- 


Church.—The patron and ſuperior of Tillicoultry, is JAurs 
BRUcE, Eſq; at preſent a minor, and an enſign in the army. 
He is alſo titular of the teinds, and all the heritors and feuer 
bal of him. ®. L0G 88 miniſter + is a bachelor 4. The 


manſe 


* His immediate anceſtors were the late proprietors of Kinroſs, Hei 


a deſcendent of the celebrated Architect, Sir WILLIAM Bauer. 
poſed by PIX KE RTOo, with a great degree of probability, in his collection 
of ancient Scottiſh poems, that Sir Joux Bevee of Kinroſs was the author 


It is ſup- 


of the well-known, and much eſteemed poem, Hab TEN, which has 


been commonly aſcribed to Mrs WARDLAw. It is probable, alſo, that Sir 
John was the author of the VIsiox, and ſome other excellent Scottiſh poems 


+ The names of his predeceſſors in office, as far as they are known, aud 
the dates of their ordinations, are ſubjoined. 


MANIS1ERS 


} It may be accounted a ſingular fact, that none of the miniſters of Ti: 
licoultry have been marrigd, ſince the Revolution 1688, except Mr Taylor. 
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1) 


Mr Robert Gourlay, = 13 Apr. 1692 22 
Mr John Taylor, — F 


manſe was but in 1766, and is the ſecond in the ſame place, 
fince the year 1730. The new church is ſituated near the 


in 1773. It is a ſmall neat building, well lighted, but not 
very commodioully ſeated. There are two church- yards, 


one where the old church was ſituated, || and the other at the 


den , The old manſe Has long been converted into. 


Niese of 7. illicouttry for the of 146 years. 
Date of admiſſion. Time of 1 ncumbency, 


Ionthe, Years, Years, Montbs. Days. 


Mr — 75 Rhynd, (the preciſe 
date of his admiſſion, uncer- 855 
˙ĩzzʒ,„ ks oe NE” 1648 about 21 

Mr John Foreſt, nie 30 Oct. 1669 Sf; 

Mr Robert Keith, * 27 Feb. 1676 — 


Mr Robert Duncan, <- 25 Jan. 1728 "I 
Mr Alexander Steedman, = — May 17322 34 
Mr James Gourlay, = 25 Sep. 1765 8 
Mr William Oſborn, 24 Feb. 1774 20 


o AD = Sa 0 
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1 Mr DuNCAN's Lefures on the 27 * to the Hebrews were publiſhed after 2 


bis death, and are much eſteemed for their ficty, orthodox Js © and learni ing. 


1 The old hah and manſe were ſituated near the houſe of Tillicoul- 
try. The church belonged to the Abbey of Cambuſkenneth, having been 
granted to it by King MaLcoLm, together with the tythes and pertinents. 
But after the Reformation, the family of Maxx became heritable proprietors 
of the church, parſonage, vicarage, and 10 acres of gebe. And as the abbot 


and convent of Cambuſkenneth had ſet the teinds in tack to the CoLvitLs of 


Culroſs, the proprietors of Tillicoultry, Joun Earl of Maxx, May 3eth 1628, 


tified the tacks, and alſo the feu charters, and infeftment of the glebe ; and 


granted procuratory for reſigning the ſame into the hands of his Majeſty, in 
favour of James Lord Cox vrt, and his ſon, | 
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2 ſtable, and the old glebe | is an OR The ſtipend con. 
Bits of 1201. Scotch, including communion- element money, 
34 bolls of oats, 24 bolls of barley, and 6 bolls of meal. 1 
commenced in the year 1648, and fince that time there has 
been no augmentation. The miniſter has the privilege of 
getting his coals for paying the collier the price of working, 
and he has alſo property in the hills, for maintaining ) or 
ſheep. | The glebe was exchanged in the year 1730, when 
the manſe was remoyed to its preſent ſituation. It lies in 4 
different prey _ yo 10 785 20 of 13 acres. | 


1 


Ex " Schoot, . is a parochial er whoſe bier is 
| Fool. Scotch. He has alſo a dwelling houſe and garden, 
His annual income, including ſalary, and all emolumentz, 
both as ſchool-maſter and ſeſhon clerk, is extremely ſmall, 
and ſeldom exceeds 20. Sterling. The ſchool is kept in the 
Weſtertown, which is by no means centrical or convenient 
for the reſt of the pariſh. The ſchool wages are low, and 
Epgliſh, writing, and arithmetick are taught for 25. 5 
n * alone elng ny 18. 3d. 


Pare—The poor are maintained without any aſlefſment | 


and there are no beggars. The capital of the poor's money 
is 242). Sterling, and the annual verage collection at the 
church door, bas been about 12 guineas, ſor 18 years paſt, 
The intereſt of the capital, together with the collections, 
and the profits ariſing from the mortcloths, proclamations of 
marriages, and incidental fines, conſtitute the funds by which 
the poor are maintained. The number of perſons at preſent 
ſtatedly ſupplied from the public charity is 7. But, beſides 


thete, the Kitk ſeſſion occaſionally allifts a —_ many more, | 


Y it ; 13 fad : aHout 40 or 50 years ago, people were very ſhy in receiv- 
ing money from the poor's funds. but this delicacy ſrems now to bave entire: 
by vaniſhed, | 
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by giving them money, buying cloths, payin 1 their houſe rents 


and ſchool fees for their children. Till within theſe 4 years, 


intereſt at 5 per cent. has been received for the poor's money, 


but the rate at preſent is only 4 per cent. The annual ave- 


rage of the mortcloth money is 21. 4 8. Sterling; of the pro- 


clamations, 148. Iod; of incidental fines, 138. 6d; of perſons 


occaſionally aſſiſted, 113 ; and of children whoſe ſchool wages 


are paid, 5s. or 68. The loweſt ſtated weekly allowance is 


6d, and the higheſt is from 1 s. to 15d. 


Proprietors.—Beſides Mr Bruce, there are other g heritors, 
namely, Lord Cathcart, John Johnſton, Eſq; of Alva, John 
Tait, Eſq; of Harvieſton, John Harrower, John Paton, Hugh 
Hamilton, Marion Dryſdale, James Ure, and Robert May. 


All the heritors have houſes in Tillicoultry, and reſide in 
them, except Lord Cathcart and Mr Johnſton, who have 
ſplendid (eats 1 in the neighbourhood. 


State v Property. —The eſtate of Tillicoultry.h has been in the 
poſlethon of 7 different families ſince the commencement of 


the laſt century, and has been 6 times ſold b. The advance 
of the price, at the two laſt ſales, deſerves to be noticed; the 


i „ | price 


$ lt came into the poſſeſſion of the anceſtors of Lord Corvit of Cut 


doss, in the reign of James III. anno 1483, and continued in that family till 


the year 1634, when it was ſold to WILLIAM ALEXANDER of Menſtry, a 


Porr of great genius, and afterwards created EARL of STiRLING. Several 


of his poems are printed in DRUmmonD of Hawthornden's Collection, and 


his Parencſis, or exhortation on government, which is dedicated to Prince 
Hexry, the ſon of King JAuxs VI. does great honour, both to the prince 


and the peer. The eſtate was next purchaſed by Sir ALEXANDER RoLLo of 
Duncrub, in the year 1644; by Mr Joann Nicorsox of Carnock in Stir- 
ling-ſhire, in 16 59; by Lord TiLLicouLTky, one of the ſenators of the Col- 
lege of Juſtice, and a Baronet, in 1701; by the Hon. CuarLes BARCLAY 


NUTLAND, of the family cf Lauderdale, in 1756; and by Jauss Bruce, 
* <lq; of Kinroſs, i IN 17 780. 
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price paid by Lord TILLIcouLrxx being 3,494 J. Sterling; 


by Mr BARcLAT MalrTLAND 15, O00 l. and by Mr Bruck 
24, 00. Before the laſt ſale, a part of the eſtate was ſold 
to Mr JofNsToN of Alva; but the ſeus, + which Mr Barclay 
purchaſed at different times, were fully equivalent to this 
part. This eſtate, which, for a century and a half, has been 
always floating in the market, and has ſo frequently changed 
its proprietors, is now ſtriftly entailed, and will remain in 
Mr Bruce's family, the entail of the eſtate of. Kinroſs having 
been transferred by act of Parliament to Tillicoultry. The 
number of the old feus, or parts, was 40, but they are now 
moſtly bought up, and again united with the eſtate, or in 

the poſſeſſion of Mr Tarr. The lands of Kjlltown, where 
Iillicoultry houſe is ſituated, and the lands of Colerſtozun or 
Collintogaun, belonging to Mr Jon Ns To, were not fued. It 


is difficult to aſcertain the quantity of land belonging to 


each of the feus, as more or leſs ſeems to have been given, 
according to the quality and value of the ſoil. One origi- 
nal goth part at Drimmy contains at preſent, nearly as 
much arable land as a 40th part and a half at Ellertown, and 
near as much as two goth parts at Cairnſtown. { Tillicoultry 
pays an annual feu- duty of 7 1. 6s. Sterling, and 166 bolls of 
ſalt, called King's malt. This is a part of the Lordſhip of 
Stirling, having been originally paid at the caſtle of Stirling, 
for the uſe of the King's family, but was transferred, at an 
early period, to the Earl of Mark, as a ſecurity for ſome 
money Jent to the Crown. EE 


Ancient 


+ Lord Cor vit feued the greateſt part of his eſtate to his tenants, whom 
he diſtinguiſhes in his charters, as auld, Lindiy, native tenants, and reſerved to 
himſelf a certain annual feu-duty, which appears to have been the old rent. 


J Ir appears from the meal paid as feu duty by the feuars of Cairnſtown, 


and the money paid by the other feuars, that a boll of meal, and 3s. 44. Ster- 


ling, were conſidered as being of equal value, in the concluſion of the 16th, 
and beginning of the 17th centuries, 
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Ancient Charter. Between 500 and 600 years ago, Tilli- 
coultry belonged to the family of Mar ; and an original 
chartet, granted by King ALEXANDER III. of Scotland, in 


the 14th year of his reign, is {till in the poſſeſſion of Mr ER- 


$KINE of Mark, who has obligingly favoured the author 


with a copy. This chatter is twice referred to by Biſhop 
KierH, in his hiſtory of the Biſhops. It is elegantly written 
on parchment, with a very fair hand, and fine ink, and is in 


every reſpeCt a remarkable curioſity. The whole parchment 


is near a ſquare of 93 inches, and the writing only meaſures 


b inches by 8 b. 


Y As this charter is no leſs a curiofit y than many of thoſe contained in 
AvDERS0N's Diplomata Scotiæ, the ſubjoined copy will be an acceptable pre- 
tent to antiquarians : „ ALEXANDER, Dei gratia, Rex Scotorum, omnibus 
probis hominibus totius terre ſue—Salutem. Sciant prefentes et futuri quod 
Arevwvs de Mes, filius et heres quondam Arruui de Mesen, totam 
tertam ſuam de TuLLicoULTRY, cum pertinentiis, in ſeodo de Clackmanan, 


quam de nobis tenuit hereditarie, per defectum ſeruitii de dicta teria nobis de- 


biti, coram pluribus noſtri Regni magnatibus, ſcilicet, ALEX ANDRO CUMYN, 
Comite de Bouchan, tunc Juſticiario Scotie, Hu cox de ABYRNIT H, Magiſ- 
uo, W. WisCYaRD tunc Cancellario, Fzxcusio CUumyN, WALTERO de A- 


BERNYTH, WILLIELMO de LyYSURSER, et NIchoLAO de RUTYRFORD, ac 


multis aliis, die Sancte Trinitatis, anno gratie milleſimo ducenteſimo ſexa- 
geſimo primo, apud Caſtrum Puellarum, per fuſtum et baculum nobis reddi- 
diſſet, et totum jus ſuum quod habuit in dicta terra cum pertinentiis, vel ha- 
bere potuit pro ſe et heredibus ſuis in perpetuum quietum clamaſſet, nos to- 
tam dictam terram de TULLICoULTRY, cum pertinentibus, WILIIEIMO Co- 
miti de MRR, dilecto noſtro et fideli pro homagio et ſer vitio ſuo, dedimus 
conceſſimus, et hac preſenti carta noſtra confirmavimus, fine aliquo retinemen- 
tn, tenendam et habendam eidem WILEIELMo, et heredibus ſuis, de nobis 
et heredibus noftris in feode et hereditate per eaſdem diviſas per quas 
WarTerus, filius ALAN! Seneſcalli, tunc Juſticiarius Scotie, et Ro- 
GERUS AUENEL, tunc vicecomes de STRIVELYN, predicto AL EUMo, pati i 
dicti Aleumi, ex precepto inclito recordationis domini ALEXANDRI Regis, 
patris noſtri cariſſimi, aſſignauerunt et tradiderunt, cum incremento quod per 
toldem Wa H ZU filium Al AN et RocrRUM AVENEL ſactum ſuit, Ma- 
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Eminent men. Lord Col vi L, Who was raiſed to the peer. 
age by James VI. in 160g, was a man of a military genius 
and ſerved with much reputation, in the wars under Hengy 
the IV. of France. Returning to Scotland, loaded with ho- 
nours, he refided at Tillicoultry, and in his old age, reviſited 
the French court. As he appeared in the old faſhioned mi- 
litary dreſs, which he had formerly worn in the wars, the 
courtiers were all amazed when he entered the royal preſence, 
But no ſooner did Hrxkx obſerve the old warrior, than he 
claſped him in his arms, and embraced him with the preat- 
eſt affection, to the utter aſtoniſhment of all preſent. After 
his return, Lord CoLvir ſpent much of his time at Tillicoul. 
try, and was particularly fond of walking on a beautiful ter- 
race, at the north end of the Kirk-hill, and of repoſing him- 
ſelf under a thorn tree, the venerable trunk of which ſtill re- 


m a1ns 


Taro CLErico de Tullicoultry, in nemore, in ſaltibus, in planis et aſperiz, in 


terris et aquis, in pratis et paſcuis, in moris et mareſiis, in ſtagnis et malendi-' 


nis, cum ſocco et ſacca, cum furca et foſſa, cum Tel et Them et infandethef, et 
cum omnibus ahis juſtis pertinentiis ſuis, et cum omnibus natiuis ejuſdem 
terre, qui die collationis facte predicto Aleumo patri dicti Aleumi, in dicta ter- 


ra manentes fucrunt, libere, quiete, plenarie et honorifice, per ſeruitium u- 


nius militis, ſaluis noſtris eleemofinis. Conceſſimus etiam eidem WILLI I uo, 
ut ipſe et heredes ſui, habeant gt teneant dictam terram in liberum foreſtum. 
Quare fit niter ptohibemus, ne quis fine corum licentia in predicta terra ſe- 
cet, aut venetur ſuper noſtram plenariam forisfacturam decem librarum. 
Teſtibus, venerabili patre CAE LI No, epiſcopo Sancti Andree, ALEXANDRIO 
Cvurx, Comite de Bouchen Juſticiario Scotie, WaLTERo Comite de Mo- 
TETH, JOUANNE CUnrx, WILLIZLMuO de BREEC HTN, EusrAcuio de Tur- 
ribus, REGINALDo LE Cur R, 180 For lar, viceſſimo primo die Decembris 
anno regni noſtri quarto decimo.” | 


After the granting of this charter, Tillicoultry remained for a conſidera» 
ble period in the poſteſſion of the family of Mark ; but on account of a pre- 
tend:d ſueceſſion to Lady Is83Brtta Douglas, Counteſs of Mark, was ſeiz- 
ed by the Crown, notwithſtanding an expreſs declaration and promile, by 
RonkRT III. under the Grcat g gal, that he would accept of no lands belong 
to that lady, 
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mains. It unfortunately happened, that ſtanding one day 


on a ſtone, and looking up to the thorn tree, deſcribing his 
battles, he fell down the ſloping bank of the terrace, and, it 
is ſaid, was killed on the ſpot, in the year 1620. It may not 
be improper to add, under this article, that in the popiſh le- 
gends, Tillicoultry is mentioned as having been viſited by St. 
SERF or SER VAN Us, and the ſcene of ſome of his pretended 


miracles. St. Serf lived in the end of the 6th century, and 
there is a particular account of him in Winton's Chronicle Il, 


2 manuſcript in the Cottonian library +. Notwithſtanding 
the very remote antiquity of St Serf, his memory is ſtill, in 


ſome degree, preſerved, though his name is almoſt en- 
titely forgot; but he is repreſented, by tradition, as a holy 
man, who travelled about the country, with a Scape Goat r, 
which was unfortunately killed. There 1s a heap of ſtones, 
called Cairn Cur or Gur, which ſeems to have been intend- 


ed to perpetuate the ſtory of the goat. The name has an e- 


rident affinity to the Latin word Caper, and to the Gaelic, 
e which ſignifies a _ 


| Antiquities ; 


| WixTON, the author of the chronicle, was canon regular of St An- 
drews, and prior of the monaſtery of Loch Leven, aud lived in the end of the 
34 century, 


+ An excerpt from this chronicle was lately publiſhed by PIN KER TON, in 


the Appendix to his collection of Old Scottiſh poems. One of the mitacles 


reported to have been performed by St Serf, was, the raiſing two young men 
to life, who appear to have been brothers. The account given of this in the 


chronicle, if not very elegant, has at leaſt the merit of being abundantly 
brick | 

« In Tullycultry, tal a wif 

« 'Two ſonys he raiſit frac ded to lyf.” 


t In WixTox's chronicle, in place of a ſcape goat, mention is made of a 
ram, The killing of the ram occaſioned another miracle. The ſtory is a- 
bundantly ludicrous, and as ludicroully Nel by the poctical biographer : 

This 
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Antiquities. There are few curioſities, or remains of an. 
tiquity*. The rude Druidical circle, on the ſouth end of the 
Cuninghar, deferves ſome ſmall notice. It is compoſed of 
_ granites about 5x feet long, and its diameter is near 60 feet, 
The ſpot was covered by the late proprietor, with a circular 
thicket of Scotch firs, and is marked by Stobie, in his ſplen- 
did map of Perth and Clackmannan ſhires. On the 
_ caſtle Craig, the foundations { of a round circular building 
are ſtill viſible. e 
5 Character, 


This holy man had a ram, 
That he had fed up of a lam: 
And oyſit hym til folow ay, 
Quherevir he paſſit in his way. 
A theyf this ſcheppe in Ackien ſtal; 
And et hym up in pecis ſmalle. | 
Quhen Sanct Serf his ram had my; 5 
Quha that it ſtal was few that wiſt: 
On preſumption nevirtheleſs, 
He that it ſtal areſtyt was; 
And til Sanct Serf ſyne was he broucht. 
That ſcheipe he ſaid that he ſtal noucht; 
And tharfor, ſor to ſwer an athe, 
He ſaid that he walde nocht be laythe. 
But ſone he worthit rede for ſchayme, 
The ſcheype that bletyt in his wayme. 
Swa was he taynetyt ſchamfully; 
And at San& Serf aſkyt mercy. 


* It is reported, there was a Roman ſtation on the north end of tac Cit 
inghar, About 50 years ago, the place was dug by order of Sir Robert 
Stuart, and ſeveral urns, containing human bones, were found. 


5 Between theſe and the hills, there has becn a ditch by way of defences 
The vulgar tradition is, that the Peychts had a ſtrong fortification in this 
place, and that the ſtoncs of the edifice were carried away, when the caſtl: 
of Stirling was built. A large ſtone coffin, neatly cemented with Whitiſe 
clay, was diſcovered about 8 years ago, in the midſt of a great cairn or heap 
of ſtones in Wertertown, anciently called Cairntown, It was filled wit? fin 
earth, and contained two finall bones. 
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our bad. Publicly to expoſe the ae might give offencey.and 


could do no good. To praiſe the other might appear oſten- 


tation and flattery. It is, however, but juſtice to mention, 


that the people are ſober and induſtrious, and attached to 
the King and Conſtitution, and to the Preſbyterian form of 


worſhip and Church Government, The men moſtly betake 
themſelves to country work, or to employments connected 


with huſbandry. Few of them enliſt in the army, and not 


many of them engage in. tlie ſeafaring line. 'The-women are 


thrifty and laborious, attentive to their families, and are much 


employed in ſpinning worſted and woolen yarn; particu- 


larly the latter. All ranks dreſs better and finer than they 


formerly did. And as an inſtance of refinement in the fur- 
niture of the houſes, it may be mentioned, that in the year 
1764, there were only 9g or 10 clocks in the pariſh, whereas, 
at preſent, there are above 60. 


Diſadvantages.—It is apprehended, that Tillicoultry will 
decreaſe in the number of its inhabitants, from the following 
cauſes ;—1{t The diviſion of the common in the hills. — 2d 


The ſale of many of the feus, each of which maintained fa- 


milies ;—3d The neglect of the coal; and, 4th, The ſmall 
attention and encouragement which is given to the weaving 
of Tillicoultry ſerge. It muſt be acknowledged, however, 
that the eſtabliſhment of the Devon Company, in the imme- 
diate neighbourhood, will, perhaps, overbalance all theſe 
apparent diſadvantages, though the writer of this account is 
by no means ſanguine in his expectation of that eſſect. 


Sources of Melioration. The following particulars are hum- 


bly ſubjoined, as probable ſources of improvement, and me- 
wration —iſt, If che public ſchool were ſituated more in the 


centre 
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centre of the pant, or if a ſchool were eſtabliſhed at Coals- 
naughton. 2dly, If a bridge were built over the Dovan, be. 
3dly, If the farmers were to fallow 
more of their land, and to pay more attention to ſowing 
wheat. 4thly, If ſome encouragement were given to the weay. 
ing of Tillicoultry ſerge. 5thly, If the coal were to be wrought 
as extenſively as formerly, for ſupplying the country and the 
foreign markets. Gthly, If a waggon-way were made for 
carrying the coals to Alloa harbour. 7thly, If a navigable 
canal were made by means of the Devon to join the Forth, 
8thly, If ſome public works, ſuch as an woolen manufactory, 
or a cotton mill, or a printing field, were erected at the Wef. 
tertown, as the ſituation is thought highly convenient and 
advantageous for ſuch uſeful works. But the great ſources 
of improvement and melioration are, honeſty, induſtry, ſo- 
| briety, and a regard to religion, without which, and the bleſ- 
of "God, all human ſchemes will be nogatory and vain, 
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PARISH or BENHOLMF. 


,"- 


(Covxry OF KincanoiNE, Parskrrxkr OF Fozpun, 87. 


No OF ANGUS AND Mearns.) 


By the Rev. Ms. Jamts Scorr, Miniſter. 


Extent and Surface. 


Faw pariſh is about 3 Engliſh miles in length, and neat- 


ly as much in breadth. The German Ocean bounds it on 


the 8. E. The face of the country is conſiderably diverſified. 
Cloſe upon the ſhore lies a narrow ſtrip of land almoſt level 


with the fea : Adjoining to this, a bank or riſing ground, of 


conſiderable height, extends the whole length of the pariſh: 
Above this ancient boundary of the ocean, which is ſteep in 
ſome places, and flopes gently in others, the ground riſes by 
an unequal aſcent towards the N. W. A chain of little 
hills, whoſe ſummits are covered with heath, run along the 
8. W. boundary, and a riſing ground, ſome hundred yards 
bove the level of the ſea, terminates the view on the N. E. 
Ihe interior parts of the pariſh conſiſt of hill and dale. 
Yeu. XV. Ee 
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 Rivulets, Caſeades, Mill, Cave, &c.—Two ſmall rivulety, 
ariſing on the ſide adjacent adjacent to Garrock, at ſome dif. 
tance from each other, add not a little to the agreeable ya 
riety. In ſome places they form deep gulfs, in others beau- 

tiful caſcades; now they are ſeen meandring amidſt corn- fields 

or paſture grounds, then they run under two. ſtone arches; 
and afterwards, daſhing among craigs and fragments of rock, 

unite their ſtreams a little below the church. Having con- 
tributed to diverſify and adorn a tract of ſome miles, they 
add to the conveniences of life by ſupplying with water the 
only corn mill within the pariſh. Down the ſtream, in a ſe- 
queſtered retreat, where there is ſcarcely any thing to be ſeen 

but the firmament, and a wide expanſe of ocean, there is 2 
cave of ſufficient height to admit a man in an erect poſture. 
This ſubteraneous abode gradually turns lower towards the 
extremity, and ſeems originally to have been formed by the 
| daſhing of the waves, though it is now diſtant from the ſhore 
a full quarter of a mile, and more than 12 feet above the 
_ preſent bed of the rivulet. : 5 


Villages, Sea Ceaft, Ships ec ls, c. — The opening of the 
land here bears a ſtrong reſemblance to a creek or harbour, 
which tends to miſlead ſuch as are unacquainted with the 
coaſt, which is flat and rocky. A ſmall village of 15 houſes, 
built upon the beach, contributes to this miſtake, and while 
it ſeems to promiſe aſſiſtance to the diſtreſſed mariner, al. 
lures him to deſtruction. Several veſſels have ſuffered ſhiy- 
wreck by attempting to run aſhore at this place; and the ut 
moſt exertion of the people at land has ſeldom been eft2c- 
tual to reſcue their crews from the fury of the waves. This 
place is called the Haughs of Nether Benholme, lies almoſt in 
a direct line with the church, and is nearly ſituated in the 


middle between the fiſhing towns of Gurdem and Jobuſtaren; 
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one of which i is in 1 the Lich of Bervie, and the other i in this 


Bots 


Fiſh, Relp, Kc. The coaſt abounds with 6h of various 


kinds. Cod, ling, kate, halibut, and ſome turbet are caught 
from March to the end of July : Haddocks, ſmall cod, whit- 


ings, and a few flounders, are taken all the year round, but 
in greateſt plenty from October to the middle of February. 
Crabs and lobſters, limpets and periwinkels, are likewiſe 


in abundance. Numbers of porpoiſes, ſeals, and fometimes 


whales, are ſeen cloſe upon the coaſt. "The rocks produce 


dulce and tangles, with various ſea-weeds, which are con- 
verted into kelp. What quantity of this article may be an- 


mually exported is uncertain, It cannot be inconſiderable, 


however, as the people employed in making it are able to 


pay a yearly rent of 121. to the proprietors, for 2 to 


crop the . of their rocks. 


Climate —The climate varies conſiderably in different 
parts of this pariſh, according to the expoſure and height of 
the ground. It is often mild and temperate upon the ſhore, 
when it is coid and piercing in the more inland parts. Dur- 
ing the ſpring and ſummer months, thick miſts frequently ariſe 
from the ſea; ſo that the air along the coaſt is damp, though 


not unhealthy, being purified by the North and Weſt winds. 


Theſe winds are both ſo frequent and ſtrong here, that 
young trees are generally obſerved to incline towards the 5. E. 


Sal. = The ſoil upon the ſhore is light and gravelly: * in 


ſome places, nothing but naked ſtones appear; but where 
theſe have been covered with earth brought down from the 
tgher grounds, either by human indufiry or the winter 
rains, good crops are produced, when the ſeaſon is not re- 
N dry. Farther up, the ſoil is deeper and more fer- 
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ſuch places as are ſheltered from the ſea air. 
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tile. A few farms on the 8. W. ſide of the pariſh are light 


and gravelly. Of ſome the ſoil is a deep rich loam ; but in 
the middle, and on the N. E. fide, it chiefly inclines to clay, 
Part lies on a cold tilly bottom, and part on rock ; but having 


the advantage of a ſouthern expoſure, and being ſheltered by 


the riſing grounds from the North, it produces luxuriant 
crops, when properly cultivated. In the interior parts lies a 
conſiderable tract of moor, where the qualities of the foil 
are yarious. Some places are wet and ſpungy, others dry 
and gravelly; but the greateſt part is capable of being culti- 
vated. _ 


Plantaticus.—The number of acres occupied in planting, 


both of moor and pleaſure grounds, does not exceed 50. The 


Scotch fir is not ſound to thrive here; but the larch and 


other foreſt trees make conſiderable progreſs in dens, and 


Cloſe upon 
the coaſt, great trouble and expence is neceſſary to raiſe trees. 
They require to be planted very thick, and after all ſeldom 
come to any ſize, 


Agriculture“ and Produce. None of the proprietors of this 
pariſh, who cultivate their own grounds, ſtrictly adhere to 
any particular rotation of crops. Nor are the tenants bound 
to follow what their maſters do not praCtiſe. In huſbanery, 

where 


* In ſo little repute was farming beſore the year 1712, that the proprie· 


tor of Brotherſton found it neceſſary to give premiums in order to induce 


tenants to rent his farms. To one he gave a preſent of co merks Scotch, 
and farm. ſtocking to the value of 2000 merka, free of intereſt for three years; 
to another the ſame ſum in a preſent, and 3090 merks value of ſtock tor his 
farm, free of intereſt for 4 years. There is no ncceſſity now for holding out 


pecuniary temptations to the farmer. Since the above mentioned period, the 
rents are tripled, and numbers are ſtill ready to offer a conſiderable advence, 
yhęn the leaſe of a farm expires, 
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| ghere much depends on the ſeaſon, it is perhaps better to 


jeave the practical farmer unfettered. If he is poſſeſſed of 


diſcernment, he will naturally adopt that mode of cultivation, 


which, on a ſoil fimilar to his own, he obſerves to ſucceed 
beſt : if he is bound to follow a certain rotation, he can pro- 
fit but little either by his own or his neighbour's experience. 


Some reſtrictions towards the end of the leaſe, to prevent 


the land from being over-cropped, are doubtleſs neceſſary, 


and generally made by every proprietor, when he lets a farm. 


The general practice of the farmers in this pariſh, when the 
ſoil is light, is to ſow wheat after fallow which has becn 
Iimed and dunged ; then barley, to which fucceeds peaſe; and 


then barley again, with clover and graſs ſeeds, which are al- 
lowed to continue in the ground from 2 to 5 years. Oats 


are generally ſown, when the /y or {ward is broken up; 
next ſacceeds barley and then fallow. Where the ſoil in- 
clines to clay, the common rotation of crops is wheat, beans, 
barley and graſs ſeeds, which are ſeldom allowed to continue 
longer in the ground than two years; oats, barley, and then a 
fallow. Beſides the crops already mentioned, a conſiderable 
quantity of turnips is annually raiſed; but very little flax, 


except what is ncceflary for the uſe of private ſamilies. This 


may be owing in ſonie meaſure to the want of lint-mills in 
the neighbourhood, or more probably to the nature of the 
lol, which in general is not adapted to the growth of this 
uleful plant. Potatoes, yams, and cabbages, are likewiſe 
planted in the fields, and turn to good account. Some at- 
tempts have been made of late to introduce early oats, and 
it is to be hoped their utility, in a foil which is naturally 
late, will ſoon recommend them to general uſe. Seed time 
and harveſt greatly depend on the ſeaſon; when that is fa- 
fourable, they begin here to ſow in March, and to reap a- 
bout the firſt of September. Wheat 18 generally ſown in 


October. 
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 Oftober. A greater quantity of every fort of grain is raiſe 
within this pariſh than is neceſſary for its ſupport. The prin 
cipal extraneous manure made uſe of here is lime, which i 
chiefly brought by land carriage, from a quarry in the pariſ 
of St Cyrus, not two miles diſtant. Many farmers, howerer, 
find their account in importing it from the Frith of Forth, 
and even from Sunderland. All agree that it is an eſſentil 
requiſite in farming. Forty bolls have commonly been 2. 
lated to an acre; but many begin to think that a much great 
er proportion is neceſſary for ſtrong land. : 1 


Ploughe, Cattle, Oc. — There are from 36 to 40 ploughs 
in this pariſh. About 6 of theſe are drawn by oxen, which 

are chiefly made uſe of where the land is rugged. When 
it is in an improved ſtate, horſes are employed, and 2 are 
thought ſufficient for a plough. The Scotch plough is gene 
rally uſed here, and ſeems beſt adapted to the nature of tu 
ſoil ; though ſeveral Norfolk wheel-ploughs are emplopel 
with advantage on ſuch farms as are free from ſtones, and in 
a high ſtate of cultivation. Conſiderable attention is beftow- 
ed on rearing, but very little on feeding black-cattle, though 

the demand for butcher meat daily increaſes. Nor has thi 
' inducement hitherto prevailed on the farmer to feed mor 


ſheep than is neceſſary for the uſe of his own family. 


Rents, Tnclofures, Leaſes, &c.—Py a ſurvey of the county, 
taken in 1774, this pariſh contains 4721 Engliſh acres, d 
which nearly a fifth part is uncultivated. The reſt is divid- 
ed into 20 farms, Twelve of theſe yield from col. to 210], 
the other 8 from 20l. to 50l. Sterling of yearly rent. The 

eſt arable land is let at from Il. to il. 178. an acre ; And 


when it is divided into ſmall portions, from 21. to 21. 65. 
Land of au inferior quality is not let by the acre, but by the 
| piech 
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piece, as parties can agree. There may be about 4 or 5 ſmall 
farms let in this way, the yearly rent ariſing from each of 
which will not amount to 201. Sterling. Several farms are 
incloſed, but a greater number ſtill lie open. In this reſpec̃t 
there is great room for improvement here. The farmers, in- 
deed, are not infenfible to the advantages of incloſing, but 
it is ſcarcely to be expected that they will lay out the neceſ- 
ſary expence to make incloſures, on ſo ſhort a leaſe as 19 
years. Unleſs proprietors hold out ſome inducement, either 
by increaſing the length of their leaſes, or advancing the ne- 
ceſſary ſums at a moderate intereſt, it is to be feared that 
many of the fields will continue long in their preſent naked 
and expoſed ſtate. The valued rent of the pariſh amounts 
to ahout 3980l. 95. 8d. The real rent may be about 1800l. 
Serling. . | 


Eccleſiaſtical State —"The patronage of the church was, 
ſome time after the beginning of laſt century, veſted in the 
proprietors of the eſtates of Benholme, Brotherſton, and Ne- 
ther Benholme, who continue to exerciſe their right by 
turns“. Two of theſe gentlemen conſtantly reſide in the 
pariſh, and a third, occaſionally. The church, which ſtands 
nearly in the centre, and moſt agreeable part of the pariſh, 1s 
an old Hg Gothic building. On the Eaſt end, a part is 

raifed 


* About the beginning of the laſt century, the greateſt part of the pro- 
perty within this diſtrict belonged to Earl Maz1scn ar, whoſe ancient domi- 
mon, in theſe parts, can now only be traced from records and monumental in- 
ſeriptions. Not long after that period, all this pariſh, except Ba TAN DRO, 
formed the eſtate of Benholme, and belonged to a proprictor of the name of 
Keitu, who was probably a younger branch, or near relation of the Mariſ- 
chal F amily. It was afterwards divided among his heirs into four portions, 
Which now compoſe different eſtates of — Brotherſton, Nether. Ben- 
nome, and Knox. : 


224 Statiſtical Account 


raiſed higher than the reſt, which formerly ſerved for the 

_ choir, and ſtill retains the name, though it has been long 
uſed as a burying place. T remains of a font are till ty 
be ſeen at one of the church doors, and other relics of ſuper- 
ſtition, which evidently ſhow that the whole has been built 


before the Reformation. The manſe was built about 58 


{ 


years ago, and repaired in 1791. The living conſiſts of 128 
bolls of bear and oat-meal, in equal portions ; 3ol. in mo- 
ney, and a glebe of 6 acres. 


It is difficult to ſay what the 
original number of Seceders in this pariſh was; but they 
The other diſſenters belong- 


now amount to about 100 ||. 


Ing to the pariſh, arc, 12 are 2 Bereants and 1 Ro. 
man Catholic. 


| School —The ſchool is near to the church, and well attend- 
ed. Reading, writing, arithmetic, Latin, book-keeping, 
and navigation, are all taught by the lame maſter, whote e- 


moluments are as follow: 


Yearly 


All the inhabitants of this pariſh, except a few, who continued their 
attachment to the Epiſcopal religion, were regular attendants on public wor- 
ſhip, as eſtabliſhed in the Church of Scotland, till about the year 1763. At 
that time, the miniſter's anxiety to improve the church-muſic, led him to 
adopt the more approved method of ſinging without intermiſſion, or reading 
tbe line, as it is called. This gave umbrage to many, who had been accuitom» 
ed to hear every line ſeparately given out by the precentor or clerk, befor: 
the congregation joined in the pſalm. They were forced to acknowledge 
that the pſalmedy would be improved by ſinging without interruption; but 
th-y urged, that many who could not read, would, by that means, be entirely 
excluded from joining in this part of public worſhip. Whether a regard to 
the good of others, was the real, or only the «/ien/ible cauſe of this oppoſition; 
or whether it proceeded from a dread of ianovation, they perſiſted in it. Ti} 
and when their remonſtrances were not at- 
renccd to, abandoned the church, built one for themſelves in Johnſhaven, and 
invited a guniher of the Scceſſion to ſettle among them. 


remonſlrated again and again; 


Pe 


own 


from 
the 1 
coun 
10Wa 
to th 
tribu 
not { 
IA ur 
on 
adm! 
vanc 
are 1 
from 
in t 
Ster 
ule 

ſa i 
ally 

Ster 


Yearly (large nee ee ablanbr, co Diner 1c 
Donation for teaching poor Abelass, 1 
Seſſion-clerk-fee, F 40 2 £ 
Perquiſites' for regiſtering marriages 
and births, at an average of 10 years, 


e nn S ie 
 Amaynalog altogether te to F 6 0 

Two occaſional ſchools, one for boys, and another Low Sia; , ? 

are kept in Johnſhaven. The number of ſcholars attending 1 

each may * from 20 to 30. 1 : 

Pur. —The number of poor in this pariſh ; 18 conſiderable; A 

owing to the varicty of aged and infirm perſons, who come L l 
. from neighbouring pariſhes, and take up their reſidence in 3 4 
: the town of Johnſhaven, when they are no longer fit for ' I 
: country work. Seldom fewer than 30 receive a monthly al- I : 

lowance from 28. to 4s. and ſometimes 58. each, according KH 

to their neceſſities. Small ſums are likewiſe occaſionally diſ- n 
ly tributed among ſuch as are in ſtraitened circumſtances, yet # 
7 not ſo indigent as to require a regular ſupply. It is general- 1 
bs y underſtood, that the members of the Seſſion have a claim 1 
At on whatever effects may be left by any one, who has been * 
to admitted on the poors-roll, to the full amount of the ſum ad- 1 4 
ing ranced; ſo that few ſolicit this aſſiſtance, except thoſe who bl 
PF are really in want. The means of relieving ſuch are derived A 
oe from various ſources, of which the chief are, the collections 3 
but in the church on Sundays, which laſt year exceeded 351. 9 
dy Sterling; the intereſt of diſſerent ſums, bequeathed for the | 
5 ule of the poor, in the lands of Benholme and Knox; the 
bo iavings of former contributions; with better than $1. annu- 
5 ally for ſeat-rents, amounting altogether to more than 60l. 
;nd Sterling. The diſtribution of this ſum falls within the pro- 
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vince of the miniſter and elders, who make it their buſinelz 
to become acquainted with the ſituation of the pariſhioners, 
to ſupply ſuch as are in want, and to diſcountenance bey- 
ging. Few beggars of courſe belong to this pariſh ; but it 
is much infeſted by vagrants, eſpecially from the North. 
Beſides the other charitable donations, under the manage - 
ment of the kirk-ſeſſion, there is a {and for teaching poor 
ſcholars, and ſupplying them with books. An annual col. 
lection is likewiſe made at the church doors, for the Infir. 
mary of Aberdeen, which entitles the poor to medical ad- 
vice and aſſiſtance, when they labour under any bodily dif- 
treſs, and likewiſe to proper accomodation, while their cure 
is performing. In few places, perhaps, are the induſtrious 
and deſerving poor better provided for than here. Beſides 
tlie ſources of aſſiſtance already enumerated, they find a con- 


tinual ſupply i in the ae diſpoſition of their more opu- 
lent neighbours. 


Welte The population within this pariſh, during 
the laſt 40 years, has been fluctuating. The total number 
of inhabitants, was 


In the Conntry. Jo the Town. Total. 


Difference. 

In 1753, 598 E 
In 1755, 1367 Increaſe in 2 years 16 
In 1773, 171 5 Ditto in 18 years 345 
| SIN | Total in 20 years 364 
In 1793, 538 1019 1557 Decreaſe laſt 20 years 158 


Decreaſe 60 Increaſe 266 Total increaſe in 40 years zcb 
But as the ordinary eſtimate in the Statiſtical Account is only made ſrom 


Dr Webſter's report, the increaſe ber een 1753 and 1755, mult be 
deducted - N 16 


— 


Which makes * exact increaſe within 38 years 190 
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From the above ſtatement it appears, that though the num- 


hers in the country part is diminiſhed 60, yet the town of 
Johnſhaven being 266 more numerous than it was in 1753, 
the population has increaſed on the whole 206 ſince that pe- 
riod. It is evident, however, from the following table, that 
the population has been gradually diminiſhing ſince the year 


1773. The union of ſeveral ſmall farms into one has con- | 
tributed to thin the country, and increaſe the number of 


town's people. But while one claſs of inhabitans was be- 


coming more numerous in Johnſhaven, various cauſes con- 


ſpired to diſperſe another. It appears, from undoubted au- 
thority, that the ſea-faring people, with their families, in that 


town, about the year 1753, were equal to a third of the 


whole inhabitants of the pariſh ; but in 1793, they did not 


exceed a- ſixth part of that number; ſo that this claſs of in- 
habitants has been rapidly declining for the laſt 40 years. 


TaBLE oF PoPULATION IN THE PARIsH oF BENHOLME, 


collected from private Bills of Mortality, kept by the late Reve- 


rend MR RoBERT YoUNG. 


BIR TES. DrATks. 
; L fl 8 | 1 
Mal. Fem. Tot. Mal. Fem. Tot. 


Years. No. of Souls, MARRIAGES. 


1753 


1754 


1755 


175 


1757 
1758 
1759 
1760 
1761 
1762 


131 :» 
1332 
1367 


1378 
1385 


1414 
1425 


1491 
1516 
1494 


19 
28 


29 


31 


29 


27 
17 
32 
27 


15 


22 


18 


26 


30 
13 


26 
22 


22 
17 
32 


41 
46 
55 
61 
42 


53 
41 


34 


44 


47 


* 


18 
21 


13 
18 
27 


21 


16 
16 


18 
15 
31 


14 
13 


19 


29 
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+ The number of ſouls from the year 1778 ts the year 1789 dene feant 


among the dills of mortality. In theſe years died 


Belrucen the age of 70 and 80 


— 80 and 90 


90 and 100 


Mal. 


23 
18 
6 


in 1777, the number of widows in the pariſh amounted to 94 


Ju 1793, the number of widows were - 


44 


Fem. 
26 


15 
of 


Eik rus. 75 Dearus, 

Years, No. of Sors. Marxiaces, Mat Fem. Tot. Mal. Fem. To, 
„ os 38 4 5 5,5 26-21-1474 29: 29 of 
1764 113 41 e 6 12 13 
1765 . 1543 VHV | on PSs Wa of 
1766 1.575 C Wy, $3 <8: - 32 -j* 
„ M „ » N N 
1768 „„ 269% „ e e 19 22 51 
V . | Dy of WD 24 35 59 
1770 1655 VVV 15 15 30 
1771 1713 „ 12 22 11 33 22 15 37 
1772 1666 15 „e $0 25 24 4) 
1773 1715 10 26 19 45 29 21 50 
1774 1676 1 OY” 17 21 38 16 14 30 
1775 1638 VVVVVTVVVVTVVVVVTCCVCCTCCCCC 8 
1776 45655 F 49 £.+ 32 4. © 
1777 1668 10 „ $4.16 «©. 26 18 33 
11778 14 28 21 46 21 20 41 
1779 „„ n 5 19 14 33 
17880 W M 2 W i 07; 
1781 S ˙·ꝛ 344 10 13 23 
17 18 40 2 d 1 15.56 
19983. « 8 20-25 38 19 22 a! 
1784 1.5 $0 ͤ 1 32 29 61 
1785 7 . 21 21 42 
1786 e 9 Sh > „ 47 
1 „% „1% 00-07 ee 
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Total 


4} 
39 


of wwidowers 49 
of widuwers 19 
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STATISTICAL TABLE or BENHOLME CONTINUED. 


Drarus. 
Vr ARS. No. of SouLs. MarRriaces Mal. Fem. Tot. Mal. Fem. Tot. 
1788 . | „„ e 6 19 21 40 
Zw PTY 2p „% M-09-<. 23 20 43 
%% 
91 nee — C3 19 42 «© » 19 18 37 
r . 129 $24 45-5 e 48 
n ade, 14. 1# „ n , 1 r 29 
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LisT of Dis FPASEs, and of the NUMBER of PEOPLE who died un- 
der each, from 1778 10 1788, incluſive: Drawn up by the 
late Reverend Mr RobRRT Young Miniſter of Benhoime. 
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Caſualties, 
Aſthma. 


Chincough 
Child bed. 


Small. fox. | 


| Rufb Fevers, 
Dropſy. 
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From 1789, the births and deaths of thoſe belonging to the Seceſſi ton are omil- 
ted. Whether they have been inſerted in the previous years, is uncertain ; "rags it 
ts v highly probable, from Mr YouNG's accuracy, that they would, 


_ Þ Of the 24 under caſualties, 6 were drowned,' 2 ſuffocated, I killed in battle, 
I by a fall from a horſe, 1 by a bite of a mad dop, and I by falling into the Are. 


In the bills are ſeveral cler di Heger, which are omitted on account of the ſmall num 
ber that died of them, 
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Fißbery.— About the year 1722, JoHNSHAVEN ſeems to 
have ranked among the firſt fiſhing towns in Scotland; 26 
boats were then employed in the fiſhery, 13 of which car. 

ried each from g to 10 tons burden, the other 13, from 5 to 

6 tons. A large boat's crew, including one or two boys, ge- 
nerally conſiſted of 10, a ſmall boat's, 8. Three of the crew 
were called ſ#ippers, who had a ſhare in the boat, kept her in 
repair, and became bound to indemnify the proprietor of the 

town for the ſum of 100 + merks Scotch, which he advanced 

do aſſiſt in building the boat; and alſo to pay a yearly rent of 21, 
108. Sterling. To defray this expence, the ſkippers were en- 
titled to every fifth fiſh taken, beſides their own deal or ſhare. 
Large boats were employed from the beginning of May till 
the firſt of Auguſt, in catching cod, ling, &c. or in what is 
called the ou? ſea fiſbing, from the fiſhing ground lying at the 
diſtance of 40 or 5o miles from ſhore. In favourable wer 
ther, they generally continued one, two, or three nights at 
ſea, During the months of Auguſt and September, they 
brought a ſufficient quantity of coals and peats from the 
Frith of Forth to ſupply the neighbourhood through the 
ſeaſon : after which theſe large boats were laid up for win- 
ter. The ſmall boats were then employed in catching had- 
docks, whitings, &c. till the end of February, when the 
near great fiſhing, about 8 or 10 miles from land, commen- 
ced. In this they were engaged, always leaving thcir lines 
at ſea one night or more, according to the weather, till the 
beginning of May, when the large boats were again launch- 
ed into the deep. The great fiſh were purchaſed by Mon- 
troſe merchants, ſalted and ſent up the Mediterranean. The 
{mall 


t This money only became payable when the boat was no longer it 4 
wk, | | 
$9.02. 
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{mall iſh found a ready market in the Frith of Forth, and 
the price of them formed a ſtock for the filhers to trade with 
in Autumn. | * 


Cauſes of its Decline. —In this manner was the fiſhing ſuc- 
ceſsfully carried on till the year 1743, when two of the boats 


foundered at fea. This was a ſevere ſtroke, and followed 


by another, a few years after, equally deſtructive to the fiſh- 
ing, though not ſo fatal to the crews. As the boats were 


returning from the ſea in 1756, a tender intercepted. 3 of 


them, and impreſſed the ſtouteſt of their men. A demand 


from government of every % man to ſerve on board the 


feet ſoon followed. The fiſhers were obliged to comply with 


the neceſſity of the times, by either going themſelves, or 


bribing others in their ſtead : and thus purchaſed protections 


for thoſe who remained, at a great expence. Reduced in 


men and money, they were unable, by the end of the war in 
1763, to fit out more than 8 large boats, and as many ſmall. 
In 1768, they were harraſſed by Preſs-gangs, and forced to 
raiſe a new levy, at the rate of col. or 121. a man. Diſtret- 
{cd with ſo many demands, and deprived of the means of 
ſupplying them, many ſtout young mea abandoned the fiſh- 
ing, and bound themſelves apprentices to colliers, in order 
to ayoid ſerving on board the navy ;—a ſervice, from which 


tie impolitic, though ſometimes neceſſary, meafure of im- 


preſſing is calculated to create averſion. The boats were now 
poorly mann'd, and unable to go to ſea, unleſs in very fa- 


wurable weather. Through the poverty of their owners, 


they fell to pieces, one after another, till the year 1776, 
when they were reduced to 5. The commencement of a 
new war created a new demand for men. Tenders and 
preſs-gangs perſecuted them at ſea and ſhore, and prevented 
them from earning bread to their families, It therefore be- 
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came neceſſary to ſtrain the laſt nerve, which many of then 
did, by raiſing the enormous contribution of 151. for every 
man who was demanded, in order to procure protections for 
the reſt. But now, by an unwarrantable breach of good 
faith, proteCtions ſerved only as a paſiport to the Navy. One 
of the boat-maſters was impreſſed with his protection in hi 
pocket, and died on board the Saliſbury ſhip of war going 
out to the Weſt Indies. The exactions made on the fiſhers, 
during laſt war, gave a deciſive blow to the fiſhery at Johns. 
| haven; and deprived the nation of a valuable nurſery 
for hardy ſeamen. It is now reduced to one large boat in 
ſuramer, and 4 or 5 yawls in winter, whoſe crews confiſt of 
old men and boys, ſcarce fit to manage an oar. Thus do the 
unjuſtifiable means, which are had recourſe to for the tem- 
porary ſupport of any ſtate, frequently tend to its final de- 
ſtruction. Had greater moderation been uſed in demanding 
levies from Johnſhaven, during former wars, it might il 
have retained its rank among fiſhing towns, and been able, 
on the preſent emergency, to contribute to the general ſup- 

port of the nation. | | 
Another cauſe concurred in depopulating the ſea-faring 
part of the town, though the ruin of the fiſnery can only be 
aſcribed to the hardſhips impoſed on the fiſhers by levying 
and impreſſing them. Many no doubt returned from the 
wars richer than when they went away; but, after being 
accuſtomed to a navy life, they returned with idcas abore 
fiſhing, as may be ſuppoſed, when the caſe of handing a fail 
is compared with the labour of tugging at the oar. The 
prize money and wages many of them had gained, ſerved to 
purchaſe ſmall veſſels, which they employed in the coaſting 
trade; and their habits of induſtry, acquired in early life, 5 
degrees raiſed them to larger. But the harbour of Johns 


haven being unſafe for veſicls of any conſiderable burthen in 
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winter, it became neceſſary for them to quit their native 


place, where their property could not be protected, and to 
take up their reſidence where ſhips might be ſecure in all 
ſeaſons. Owing to this cauſe, 15 maſters of veſſels from 50 
to 150 tons burden, with their families, have removed to 
Montroſe fince the year 1766. An equal number of veſſels, 


about the ſame burthen, till belong to Johnthaven, which 
cannot be brought there with ſafety during winter. The 
maſters of theſe have hitherto ſtruggled with the inconve- 
nience of having their families in one place, and their pro- 


perty in another, nearly one half of the year; but it is more 


than probable, that they will follow the example of their 
neighbours, unleſs ſome material improvement is made 0 
the . 


Pier and Propoſed Improvement. —A ſmall pier or wharf has 


been erected of late, by means of which veſſels may load and 
unload at any time of the tide, in favourable weather; but 
till a bulwark is raiſed to break the force of the ſea, it never 


can become a place of ſafety ; and any thing ſhort of that can 
ad little to the proſperity of the town. The expence neceſ- 
ary for this purpoſe, according to an eſtimate made by an 
architect, who viewed the ground in 1754, would not ex- 
ceed goo J. Nature has indeed laid the foundation, and like- 
wiſe furniſhed the materials for building a pr per harbour. 
On the eaſt ſide, a ledge of free ſtone rocks, about 30 yards 


broad, reaches from high water, at neap tide, to low water at 
ſpring tide, which are ſeldom over flowed except it ſevere 


ſtorms. On the Weſt fide, a number of flat rocks run out 
from the beach 8. 8. W. into the open ſea, cloſe by the fide 
of which there is 6 or 8 fathom water. The South end of 
theſe is covered by half tide, when ſmall veſſels may enter 
the harbour, though they cannot, until near full ſea, reach the 
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: preſent war, In ordinary tides the depth of the larbour is 


from 10 to 12 feet, which might be farther inereaſed at no 


POO" as the * is a ſoft ry rock. 
| | | | | i} HI 7110 F 


Probabli Aduastage. Were the advantages mcg from 4 
ſafe harbour at Johnsbaven confined to the town or even 


neighbourhood, they might be thought ſcarcely equivalent t6 


the expence neceſſary to procure them : But when it is conſi- 
dered that a a great 2 one e at K 0 of the Bara woutt 
If the utility of he 0 deſign were Acended to, 
it is highly probable that the time of its execution might not 
Many obſtacles, which have hitherto pre- 
vented manufactures from flouriſhing in this part of the 
county, would then be removed; and the expence of land 
carriage, which is more or leſs a draw back upon every branch 
of trade, would be greatly diminiſhed. To veſſels employed 


in the coaſting trade it would prove of the utmoſt conſe- 


quence, as they might find an eaſy and fafe retreat here from 


the ſtorm, in certain winds, when it would be deſtruction 


2 


— 3 \ 


Fa 1 


for them to attempt landing on any other part of the coaſt, 
betwixt che Frith of Forth and the Murray Frith. 


Trade and Qpmmeree. —The 2 here chiefly conſiſts in 
importing coals and exporting grain. A ſufficient quantity 
of the former article is brought in ſummer from Sunderland, 


and the Frith of Forth, to ſupply the town and neighbour- 


hood through the year. Some cargoes of lime are alſo 


| brought from the ſame places, for the uſe of the farmer. Till 
of late, Montroſe was the only market for grain in this neigh- 
bourhood, when two merchants in Johnshaven were tempt- 


ed, by the ſituation of the place, to commence dealers in 
grain 
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grain. The adventure has not onl yup 

themſelves, but highly beneficial to tna bourhood. The 
farmer being enabled to deliver his grain in leſs than one half 
the time which was formerly required, has it more in his 
power to embrace a favourable ſeaſon when it offers. 'This : 
is of the utmoſt moment here, where the nature of the ſoil, 
in many places is ſuch, that it can only be plowed to ad- 
vantage between wet and dry. The ſhort carriage, therefore, 
gives them a decided preference above other merchants, who 
live at a greater diſtance, ſo that they purchaſe moſt of the 


barley produced for many miles around, which they either 


convert into malt, for the Norway market, or ſend to the 
Frith of Forth. From 3000 to 4000 bolls of grain are an- 
my exported 


| Manufaftures—A manufacture of fail cloth has of late 
been eſtabliſhed in the town of Johnshaven, by a Company 
of Dundee merchants. This affords employment at times to 
about 50 men, befides a number of women. To form a fair 
opinion of any undertaking in its infancy is difficult, but 
were the harbour improved, there is every probability that 
this would ſucceed, as it would then labour under no local 
diſadvantage. | . | 


Tasrs of TRADESMEN, MECHANICS, &c. within the Pariſh. 


Merchants = 


2 Inn-keepers in the town, 4 
Surgeon, b 1 Ditto in the country, 1 
School-maſters, - 2 Smiths, 5 : 8 
Shore. maſter, _ = 1 Maſons, NE 14 
Uxciſe- officer, - 1 Ship-carpenters, . 3 
Tide-waiter, : 1 Houſe ditto, 10 
Shop-keepers 8, ; 18 Cabinet-maker, . * 

| Wheel 


$ Moſt of theſe give out flex to be ſpun, 


f 


_ Wheel-wrights, AS 2 - Malt-men, - 1: 3 4 
Weavers, 6 Bardbers. x 
Stocking ditto, 1 5 3» 1 Male domeſtic fervants, EG 
Shoe-makers. — e e Female 06, i 
Tailors, Fry . 14 Male farm ſervants, W 56 
Butchers, | V 4 Female dittoo 1 
A - 2 Farms above gol. dr 10 

n 3 Ditto under that rent. 134 

| Gardeners, 8 | a 4 Overſeers, 5 1 
e REY 2 Country day. labourers, NS 23 

Flax dreſſers, 33 5 Sblß müller gg 
Chapman, * $5 Seamen and boys, 5 4⁰ 
Carriers, Mo „4 Two-wheel carts, wk ee | 48 
Penny poſt between Ber vie and Draught horſes, . 96 

re 1 Four-wheel carriages 1 EO = 


Fe of L abour and Proviſions —Of late the price of la- 


bour and proviſions has greately increaſed; 51. per annum 
would have been conſidered as high wages ſor the beſt plougb- 
man a few years ago; now 81. would be offered in vain. 
From 30s. to 2 1. were the common yearly wages of female 
ſervants ; of late they receiye from 3 l. to 41 a day-labour- 
er within theſe few years thought himſelf well paid with 8d, 
but now expects 1 s. per day. Except among houſe carpen- 


ters and maſons, who daily receive from 1s. 6d. to 28, the 


advance of wages has not been ſo rapid in other occupations. 
As many employed in theſe, however, are paid by the piece, 
their income cannot be mentioned with certainty. Butcher 
meat, within the laſt 30 years, has riſen from one 1d. to 32 
per pound, and many other articles of proviſion in a higher 
Proportion. 


Minerals, —In this pariſh there are ſeveral quarries of free 
ſtone, and one in particular upon the eſtate of Benholme, of 


All the rocks on the coaſt chiefly con- 
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gt of this fore of de y but wkar't is found within flood | 
mark, being impregnated with ſaline particles, always retains | 


z moiſture, and is therefore improper for building dwelling 


houſes. Mill ſtone of a ue quality 1 is found in Any: n 5 


ces en the oe. 


7 


Roads and Bridger —The 106 road 4 tending from Montroſe | 
to Aberdeen runs through this pariſh, in a line almoſt parel- 
el with the coaſt, and nearly at the diſtance of a mile from 


it. Not far from the church, and near to each other, there 


are two ſtone bridges upon this road, which contribute much 


to its improvement. A different direction, however, would 


be neceſſary to render it completely eaſy, as the ground, both 


on the Eaſt and Weſt fides of theſe bridges, riſes to a conſi- 
derable height. From the nature of the ſoil, and the difficul- 


ty of bringing gravel from the ſhore, the high way has hither- 
to been deep in winter. Nor are the croſs roads in a better 
ſtate. The ſtatute labour is inſufficient, and is performed with 


reluctancy. A turnpike has often been propoſed through 
this county, and will doubtleſs in the end be found the only 
means for promoting ſocial intercourſe, by en travel- 
ling more comfortable. 5 


Nee ee Deco roads and a bad harbour are 
the only material diſadvantages under which this diſtrict la- 
bours. Fuel is no doubt ſcarce ; but were the harbour im- 
proved, the opportunity of landing coals at all ſeaſons, would 
prevent the want of any other kind of fuel from being felt. 


At preſent many poor people frequently pay an exorbitant 


price for this neceſſary article, and are often obliged to en- 


dure the rigour of the cold, from not being able in ſummer 


to lay in a ſufficient ſupply. 


" Antiquities,” 
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Antiquities —Among the few antiquties in this pariſh, my 
be mentioned a ſquare tower, which was the ancient re. 
dence of the family of Benholme, and is ſtill kept in repair 
though not inhabited. From its peninſular ſituation, thick, 
neſs of walls, and battlements on the roof; this building 
ſeems to have been originally intended for a place of 
ſtrength; and before the uſe of artillery, was probably not 
ill calculated to reſiſt the ſudden attack of an enemy. When 
this ſtrong hold was built is uncertain. On the ſummit of 
the neareſt hill to the ſea, except one, bordering with the 
pariſh of Cyrus, and commanding an extenſive proſpect, 
ſtands a rough ſtone, in the circumference of a ſtony circle, 
commonly called the Cloach Stone. It is more than a foot 
thick, meaſures 8 feet along the ground, and riſes nearly 6 
above its ſurface, in an inclined direction towards the North.! 
i Fn Character 

+ As there is no place in the neighbourhood, except ong at the South corner 
of the pariſh, cloſe by the ſhore, where ſtones of the ſame quality are found, 
it appears to have been brought from thence, not without conſiderable diffi- 
culty, the intervening ſpace being a pretty ſteep aſcent of more than a mile, 
It would feem therefore to have been erected for ſome uſeful purpoſe, per- 
haps with a view to perpetuate ſome memorable event. Tradition ſays, a bat- 
tle was fought near the place, and the number of flint heads of arrows, found 
on the fide of the hill where it ſtands, affords ſome reaſon to credit this re- 
port. Between this and the coaſt, a great quantity of human bones has been 
dug up, in the courſe of improving the land, for nearly the ſpace of a mile a. 
long the riſing ground above Johnthaven. The bottom and ſides of the graves, 
containing theſe bones, were all lined with rough ſtones, It is difficult to ac. 
count for ſo great a ſpace being occupied by dead bodies, on any other ſup- 
poſition than that of an engagement ; At the ſame time, it ſeems doubtful 
whether ſuch a degree of attention would be beſtowed in burying all the dead 
Aain in the ſield of battle, unleſs we conſider it as mark of regard from the 
furvivors, to thoſe who had probably fallen in defence of their countr)- 


There were no arms in any of theſe graves ; but one or two have been found, 
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| Charaffer and Manner. —Smuggling, which former- 
merly tended to debauch the morals of the fea-faring-people, 
is no longer carried on within the bounds of this pariſh. 
Drunkenneſs and fighting are conſequently little heard of. 
Any petty ſquabbles, that now happen, ſeldom proceed far - 
ther than high words. A few profecutions for ſcandalhave re- 
formed the obnoxious practice of abuſive language, which 
was much in uſe, and taught the generality 20 bridle their 
tmeues. Frugality, ſobriety, and induſtry, are the diſtin- 
rviſhing characteriſtics of the country people. The inhabi- 


| tants of Johnshaven are not deficient in the two firſt of theſe 


virtues, though there is ſtill room for amendment with re- 
rard to induſtry. Among every rank, however, both in 
country and town, there is charity enough to © cover a mul- 
© titude of fins.” = | | | 


To Conclude.—About 50 years ago, the Exciſe officer's fa- 
mily was the only one in Johnshaven that made uſe of tea; 
when the tea kettle was carried to the well, to bring in Wa- 

| ter 


in ſtone coffins of about 4 feet long, at a place called Moar HiIL, not far 
from the manſion houſe of Benholme. On an eminence bordering with Gar- 
vock, called Kincher, or, more properly, King's Scat Hill, there is a large heap 
of ſtones or Cairn, where, according to tradition, a King ſat in judgement ; 
among other complaints, many were lodged againſt MeLvite of Allardice, 
it that time Sheriff of the county, for his oppreſſion. The Royal Judge, 
either wearied with the complainers, or enraged at the offender, ſaid, proba- 
by in a peeviſh humour; I wiſh that Sheriff were ſodden and ſupped in 
© broſe,” Such was the ſavage barbarity of the times, that the Barons, who 
were little accuſtomed to the formalitics of a trial, laid hold on theſe words, 
and put them literally in execution, "The place where the deed was perpe- 
trated, lyes at the bottom of the hills, on the fide next Garvock, is not unlike 
the cavity of a kiln for drying corn, and {ill retains the name of the Suzr- 
rs KETTLE, | | | . eee 
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ter, numbers both of children and grown people followed it, 
expreſſing their wonder, and ſuppoſing it to be © a le 
cc with a horn.” In thoſe days of ſimplicity, a watch or an 
eight day clock would have created equal ſurpriſe. Now the 
tea kettle has loſt the power of aſtoniſhing, having become 
a neceſſary piece of furniture among the meaneſt : and one 
can ſcarcely enter a houſe where he is not put in mind of 
the fleeting of time from ſome one corner of it. 


NUMBER. 


'CouN 


A 


name 
1 litt] 
it ſhc 
bably 
game 
hes 
habit 
with 
wnic! 


ty fer 


e e 


of Monzic. 0 241 


PARISH or MONZ IE, 


1 


Coux rr OF Paar Parsbyrgür OF AUCHTERARDER, Srxon 


op PERTH AND STIRLING.) 


By the Rev. Mr Gxokck Erst l, Minirter 


n 4 9 2 


Origin of the Name: 


A.. competent judges of the Gaelic agree that the 
name Monzie is derived from that language. But they differ 


1 little about its orthography or fignification. Some think 


it ſhould be wrote Monieu, which fignifies Deer Hill, as pro- 


bably at that period the hills abound with that ſpecies of 


game. Others think it ſhould be wrote Moniui, which fig- 


nifies hill foot, and is very expreſſive of the ſituation of the 


habitable parts of the pariſh. But a third elaſs maintain, and 


with the greateſt probability, that it ſhould be wrote Meeg/e; 


wnich ſignifies good plain, as the low lying grounds are pret= 
ty fertile. 


Extent, Form, and Situation. — The extent of this pariſh is 


very conſiderable, being from E. to W. ) Engliſh miles, and 
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from N. to 8. at the greateſt bfeadk, 12 miles. Its figure 
is irregular, perhaps ſomewhat ſimilar to the crofs. It is 
diſtant from the town of Perth 14 miles, and from the town 
of Crieff, 3 miles. The pariſh is a mountainous diſtrict. l. 

lies on the ſouth fide of the Grampian hills. The habitable 

part of the- pariſh is divided into the back and rhe fore part, by 
a ridge of very high hills 4 miles in breadth. Each of theſe 

habitable parts is a narrow valley, encloſed by. hills all th 
length of the pariſh, from E. to o W. 


Seil, Surface, Cultivation, and 1 id c. — The ſoil of 
this pariſh. 1s various, in general it is light, dry and good, but 
ſhallow. Part of it is gravelliſh; much of it moſſy, and 
ſome of it clay. By far the greateſt part of the pariſh con- 
ſiſts of hills and ſheep farms. The hills are partly green, 
but moſtly covered with heath, and the interjacent flats arc 
covered with bent, and rather ſwampy. On the whole, not 
above a third part of the pariſh is arable : In the lower part 
of the pariſh, they are introducing the Engliſh ploughs, 
drawn with two horſes, and the man who holds, alſo drives 
it. In the more ſteep ground, they uſe the Scotch plough, 
drawn by 4 horſes, all a- breaſt, becauſe they think it anſwers 
better for going up hills. About the middle or end of the 
month of March, they ſow oats and peaſe, then their flax; after 
which they ſet potatoes; and laſt of all they ſow their barley. 
The earlieſt barley is ripe about the middle of Augult ; the 
harveſt becomes general in September, and is finiſhed about 
the end of that month. 


2 Climate, Diſeaſes, and Longevity, —The climate of this pa- 
riſh is good but various. Mild, gentle and dry in the vales, 
while the hills are hid in fog, or covered with ſnow, or wall. 
ed with rains, A very common diſorder here, is the chronic 
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PANS TI ſcizing the poorer ſort of. people, eſpecially thoſe 
more advanced in life; and this chiefly i 1s owing. to their mi- 
ſerable mode of living, the coldneſs and dampneſs of their 
houſes, and the ſcarcity and high price of fuel. Slow fevers 
too attack them about ſpring and autumn, but ſeldom prove 


mortal. Some, though very few, die of conſumption and 


palſey. The ſmall pox raged much here formerly, but is 


now much mitigated by the general introduction of innocu- 


lation. The air on the whole being ſalubrious, there are a 
number of inſtances of longevity in the pariſh. One man 


died lately aged 100 years; one is ſtill alive aged 92, who 
was formerly a day-labourer, and who is {till able to walk a- 


bout, and fee his friends; and there is a conſiderable num- 


Rivers and Fiſh,—The Amon, or Almon, is the principal 
river. It runs through the Eaſt part of the pariſh, and inter- 


ſects it about 12 miles, The river Skaggie, runs through the 
centre of the parith, and divides it for about 3 miles. The 


river Keltie runs through the pariſh, towards the Weſt end, 
interſecting it for about 2 miles: And, the ſmall river Bar- 


vie ſeparates this pariſh from that of Monivaird, for about 


2 miles. All theſe rivers have their ſources in the north- 


ern part of this pariſh, and, after a variety of meander- 


ing circuits among the hills, they run directly South. The 


Amon, after approaching near the South fide of this pariſh, 
runs eaſtward, until it empties itſelf into the Tay above 


Perth. The reſt of theſe rivers meet near the Weſt end of 


the pariſh, whence they run ſtill farther weſtward, in one 
ſtream, which empties itſelf into the river Earn, a little a- 
bove Crieff. Each of theſe rivers, as well as a number of 
burns, which deſcend from the hills, and run into them, a- 
bound with good black trouts; and the Amon has a pecu- 
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Har ſpecies of fine white trouts. Some have been taken, 
Which weighed from zlb. to Alb; and meaſured from 1 to 
13 foot long. Salmon grilſes have alſo been taken, from 
7lb. to 10lb. weight; and at the ſpawning time, ſalmon have 
been got, (though contrary to law) weighing 20 Ib. 


Weeds —About 50 years ago, this pariſh chanted ao 
deal more in wood than it does at preſent, The back part 
ol the pariſh, called Glenalmon, ſeems to have been once one 
continued foreſt, whereas now there is only one large pine 

tree to be ſeen in the whole of it. There is a conſiderable 
quantity of woodland ſtill in the fore part of the pariſh ; it 
conſiſts of oaks, elms, beeches, birks, planes, and large ſaughs. 
There are 5 woods upon the eſtate of Monzie, two upon that 
of Calendar, and one upon that of Cultoquhey; and all of 
them are very thriving. | Beſides theſe, there are beautiful 
and tall plantations around the manſion-houſes of Monzie 
and Cultoquhey. Theſe woods were cut and fold within 
theſe few years, and brought a high price. Upon the banks 
of the rivers and burns, as well as in the dens, there is a con- 
ſiderable quantity of ſhrubs, Which are both uſeful and orna. 
mental. 


W ud Animals. — The wild quadrupeds are ; hatin þadgers, 
rabbits, roe-bucks, deers, foxes and otters. All the wild 
fowls and birds of prey, which are natives of the North ot 
Scotland, frequent the woods : Thruſhes, linnets, black-birds, 
finches, ſtarlings, patridges, wild ducks, herons, muir fow!; 
hawks, ravens, hooded crows, and water crows ; and ſome- 
times we are yilited by the eagle. The birds of the migra- 
tory kind are the ſwallow, cuckow, plover, feldtfare, and at 
times the king's-fiſher. | 


State of Property, Services, &'c.—D uring theſe laſt 30 
Vals, there has been no transfer of property in the pariſl 
. . ; - 8 ; A 
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A conſiderable part of it is incloſed, but the greater part of 
it till Hes open. The tenants are fully convinced of the 
great advantage of incloſing, and would very willingly give 


the proprietors intereſt for ſuch ſums as might be neceſſary | 
for that purpoſe. However, as many of them have no leaſes 


of their farms, ſuch are diſcouraged even from that. The 


dread of being removed, where an avaricious neighbour of- 
fers an augmentation, or an unfeeling maſter accepts the 
bribe of iniquity, binds up the hand of induſtry, and bars 


the way of improvement. As the arable ground is of very 
different quality, ſo we find it let at very different rents. 


As to the pendiclers, they rent their grounds at 10s. to 258. 

an acre, Thoſe who have large farms, rent the arable ground 
x from gs. to 108. an acre. The kill part of the pariſh, is 
kt by the lump to thoſe farmers who are neareſt to it, and 
they pay a ſeparate rent for it; graſs parks have been let in 


this pariſh at 21. 28. per acre. A great deal of ſervices are 
ſtil] performed by all of them to the proprietors, which 
increaſe the value of the rents. Theſe ſervices are chief- 
ly farm work, with carriages of peats and coals. In the 
ceſs book, the valued rent of the pariſh is 2900l Scotch; 
the real rent is nearly 170ol. Sterling. As there never was 
any ſurvey taken of this pariſh, the exact number of acres in 


it cannot be aſcertained. None of the land is common. 


Every proprietor knows exactly the marches of his own 
eſtate. The moſt of the hilly part is paſture, becauſe of its 


ſteepneſs, but. the lower parts are cultivated and produce 


rery well. There is but a very ſmall part of the pariſh thir- 
led to their lairds mills, they being exempted from that bon- 
Gage, and free to grind their corn where they pleaſe, upon 
conditions of their paying to the proprietor a ſum among 
them, equal to the rent of the mill, and this in proportion to 
tei own rents. 

Produce, 
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Mane Kapern, Ke &c.— The principal crops raiſed in thi 


pariſh, are oats, wn flax, and potatoes. Of late, the 
have ſown ſome peaſe, rye, wheat, graſs ſeeds, and turniy, 
all of which do very well, As the produce, eſpecially of the 
fore part of the pariſh, is much greater than is neceſſary fy 
the conſumption of its inhabitants, conſiderable quantities of 
butter, cheeſe, meal, mutton, beef, pork, oat-meal, barley, 
and potatoes, are diſpoſed of in | the towns and places Ws 
Cent. | 


Flores, Black-caitle, Sheep, and Wool. —The cattle are all of 
the ſmall kind, but good of their ſizes. All the high price 
cattle belong to the low part of the pariſh, and are rea. 
ed in gentlemen” s parks. Grazing cattle is now become 
more common than it was formerly. The farmers in gene 
ral, rear their own cattle, of every ſpecics, and thus beep thi 
Steck (as they term it,) alive. They keep from 2 to 6 work 
ing horſes, each, and from 3 to 6, and ſome even 16 or 1 
milk cows. It is belieyed, that there are 10, ooo ſheep i 
the pariſh. They are of the Scotch beed, and very hard 


Their wool is good, and their fleſh very ſweet. The ayer 

age prices of cattle, wool, &c. are as follows ; 
| Working horſes fell at from L. 3 o each, to „„ 
Milk cows . | 8 0 0 
Cattle for laughter ——— 110 — 7 0 0 
Sheep 15 — 9 5 — - ch o 18 0 
Wool — 010 per ſtone, 7 5 0 12 0 
0 


Ditto ſmeared with t ta Q 6 — — | o 8 


Population. 2" There is every reaſon to believe, that the po 
pulation of this, as well as of ſome of the neighbouring pi 
riſhes, has greatly diminiſhed, ſince the beginning of the MF 


The remains of uninhabited houſes, the em 
gration 
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erations of yoiln people of both ſexes, who, thinking their 
parents opprefſed in their farms, go away to other parts, and 


other employments 3 fewer of thoſe who remain joining in 


marriage now than formerly; and, above all, the monopoly : 


of farms, Which ſo much prevails; ſome individuals rent- 
ing and farming lands, formerly poſſeſſed by 6, 8, or 10, 
and ſome even poſſeſſed by 20 tenants; theſe, and many o- 


ther circumſtances, account for and prove the great decreaſe 


of the population. No enumeration of this pariſh, however, 


previous to the one drawn up in 1755, at the requeſt of Dr 


Webſter, has been made; or, if it was, can now be diſcover- 
ed. Upon comparing that report, however, with the reſult 
of an enumeration made by the preſent incumbent in 1792, 
che decreaſe within theſe 40 years does not appear ſo greats 
5, from the above cauſes, might have been expected: 


For the number of ſouls in 1755, was 1 192 
Ditto in 1792, = e 
Hence the decreaſe is only | - 56. 
Of theſe there were examinable perſons, 7Joz 1 
7 2 8 a 1136 
Children under that age, - 433 
Married perſons, 8 e 326 
Widows and widowers, TE. 83 703 
bachelors and unmarried women, - 294 
Inhabitants in the village, - 112 
Poor on the roll, - - 10 
The No. of births *, from December 1792 to De- 
cember 1793, was - 1 30 
——— Marriages * within that period, - 9 
- Deaths *, — 29 


15 No record of . had ever been kept in the pariſh previous to 
December 1792; nor, for a long time, was there even any regiſter of births 
or marriages; but, upon the moſt accurate enquiry that can be made, the a- 
bore appear to be the average numbers for many years paſt. 
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248 Statiſtical, Account 
. Conditions TOR nn the inhabitants of this pa. 
riſh are either proprietors, farmers, tradeſmen, or day.. 
bourers. The great part of the farming work, is done 
by the farmers themſelves, their wives, their ſons, and theit 
daughters. There is a great number of pendiclers and cot. 
tagers in this pariſh. The former claſs are thoſe who rent 
a houſe and a ſmall piece of ground from the proprietor; 
the latter rent it from the tenant, and are obliged to work to 
him during the harveſt, and even at other times, if it be need. 


l. 
No. of proprietors 6 —— Black- ſmiths = fl 
— Weavers,  - 54 —— Maſons, : 
— — Coopers, | | * 4 == Millers, MO G 4 
. 3 — Licenſed ale-fellers, V 
—— Wrights, 5 9 5 8 2 Farmery- 8 
— Sawers of wood, - 6 — Pendiclers, HS 61 
— Shoe-makers, 2 10 Cottagers, . 80 
_——— Tailors, - 12 — Servants, — 116 
—— Gardiners, 4 


AManufactures.— The principal one in the pariſh is that i 
weaving. They weave all kinds of plain and tweeled linen, 
and woolen cloth; and theſe not only for their own uſe, but 
alſo for ſale ; the chief kinds of cloth made by them are plaid- 
en, linen and ſcrims. The plaiden they fell at from 10d. 
Y to 14d. per yard. They make a very large quantity of linen 

cloth, and bleach it excellently themſelves ; it is of various de- 

grees of fineneſs, and they fell it at from 18. to 48. per yard. 
Some families, where there are only two looms, have made 
and fold 1000 yards per annum. The ſcrim is a narrow 
linen cloth, of different degrees of fineneſs, and which they 
ſell without bleaching it. It is all exported, perhaps fo: 
trowſers. The women ſpin a great deal of yarn, which they 
| b make 
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make into cloth for * and thus by their induſtry raiſe a | 
las part of their rent. ; 
eit Prices of Provifons and Labour. Oving to the wet harveſt 4 
ot. in. 1792, proviſions roſe much in their price. Work here is 4 
ent generally done by the piece. The wages of domeſtic ſer- I 
r; WM rants are nearly the ſame with thoſe of farm ſervants. The J 
to following are the average pricey at preſent, (1793) both of 4 
ed proviſions and labour: 4 I 
Pale on een to November, per day, from A 

Oat meal, per peck, . G 7.0 WW e L. o 1 6 9 

0 Barley ditto, = 0 © 8. Ditto from Nov. to March, 5 2 ; 

s Oats, per boll, from 16s. to 0 18 © dd. to „ 1 8 A 
1 Bear per ditto, 168. to 10 O_ Ditto during harveſt and | 1 
l Potatoes per peck, 3d. to 0 © 6 hay- making, So 0 N 6 Z 
bt Beef, mutton, veal, and pork, 1 | A woman, at farm work in | 9 
k per Ib. — | o © 35 ſummer, - + "er ve Th 1 
$6 d pig, - o 40 A joiner, FO RF, 1 8 A 
116 A gooſe, - o 2 6 Aſlater, - 0 2 0 1 4 
A duck, FR oO 1 © A tailor, with maintainance, o o 8 1 

A turkeyy, to 3 © A man ſervant per annum, with 4 

t of A hen, - 0.x - 0 ditto, from Lc 446-8 0 Py 8 
en, A chicken, + o © 3 A woman, per ditto with AM 
but Butter t, per lb. 0 0 9 ditto, L. 3 to 4 6 0 71 
" Cheeſe þ per ditto, from 2d. A man in harveſt, for the 1 
nd to e 7.9, 8 oy . ſeaſon, _- 1 10 © 1 
od. Prices or LABOouovn. A woman in ditto, for ditto, 0 
nen 4 day labourer, from March 196; tb. ˖ ðͤ 1 5 8 i 
5 Ecelgſiaſticul State, Heritors, &c.— All the inhabitants are 1 


_ of the eſtabliſhed church, excepting 1 Berean, 5 Epiſcopa- 
_ tans, and 30 Antiburgher Seceders. There are no Roman 
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Catholics in this pariſh. All of theſe come occaſionally to the 
church, excepting the Antiburghers. The King is patron, 
but the family of Monzie have always had ſufficient intereſt 
to ſecure the preſentation as they wiſhed. The living con- 
fiſts of 22 bolls of meal, 10 bolls of bear, and 531. 6s. 6d. in 
money. The ſtipend is paid by 5 heritors, viz. Col. Camp- 
hell of Monzie, Mr Drummond of Logieamond, Mr Graham 
of Balgowan, Col. Robertfon of Lawers, and the Earl of 
Kinnoul. Col. Campbell is the only one who has a manſion 
| houſe in the pariſh. The manfe and offices were all built with- 
in theſe 3 years. The glebe conſiſts of two parts; one near 
the manſe, containing about 5 acres of good arable ground; 
the other about a mile from the manſe, upon a fmall emi- 
nence, containing about 3 acres of very bad ground. The 
church is 60 feet long, and 20 feet wide. It was built in 
1685. It was lately repaired, is well ſeated, and very com- 
modious. The pulpit, which is made of oak, bears date 
1617. That part of the pariſh called Glenalmon is annexed 
quoad ſacra to the chapel of Amblerie. There is a village 
near the church. e 


| Schools —Until of late there were 4 ſchools in this pariſh. 
One in the North part, another in the Eaſt, a third in the 
South part, and the eſtabliſhed ſchool near the centre. In 
all of theſe were taught Englifh, writing, arithmetic, and book- 
keeping. The firſt of theſe ſchools, owing to the union of 
farms, is given up, the teacher not being able to ſupport him- 
{elf; The other 3 ſtill continue. The ſalary of the one at the 
Eaſt end of the pariſh is ;l. per annum, with a houſe and 
garden. It is paid by the Duke of Arhol out of the biſhop's 
rents. His fees, however, for each of the branches taught 
are only is. per quarter, The number of ſcholars are from 
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40 to 60. The ſchool on the South ſide has no fixed ſalary, 


only a houſe and garden, given to him gratis by Mr Maxton 
of Culltoquhey. The fees are the ſame as above, for each 


branch only 1s. per quarter. The number of ſcholars are 


from 30 to 50. As to the eſtabliſhed ſchool, the number of 
ſcholars attending it are from 40 to 70. The maſter's ſala- 


ry and emoluments from the kirk ſeſſion, and keeping 


the regiſters, is about 121. per annum ; he has a free houſe 
and garden. The fees for Engliſh are 1s. per quarter, for 
writing 18. 6d. per quarter, for arithmetic 2s. per quarter, 


and for a complete ſet of book-keeping 10s. 6d. All of theſe 


ſchools are very convenient for the pariſh, and the teachers 
are careful and diligent. Learning is now more generally 
diffuſed than formerly. = 


Poor. — The amount of the weekly collections is about 201. 
x-year. Beſides this, there are the dues ariſing from the uſe 
of two mort-cloths, the intereſt of 120l. ſunk money, and pe- 
nalties exacted from delinquents. The regular poor receive 
28. a- month, and the occaſional poor receive 38. 1 os. and 
ſometimes even 208. at a time. All the poor are either 
maintained in their own houſes, or, when neceſſary, are board- 
ed. The greateſt number of the poor earn about two-thirds 
of their maintainance. None belonging to the pariſh are al- 


lowed to beg, although many ſtranger vagrants infeſt it not 


4 little. 


Language and Etymologies, —This pariſh being ſituated on the 
borders of the Highlands, and having much intercourſe and 
connection with the natives, we need not be ſurpriſed to find 
that the Gaelic is ſpoken in the back part of it, and the old 
Scotch dialect in the fore part, pronounced with the Gaelic 
tone and accent. There are, however, very few perſons in 

412 the 
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the whole pariſh, who do not either ſpeak or underſtand 
| Gaelic. Moſt of the names of places are evidently derived 
from that language, and are expreſſive of their local ſitua- 
tion. The following may ſerve as a ſpecimen; Lethentys 
fignifies the broader country. Kinnighragon, the end of the 
rock. Cultoquhey is the Engliſh name for its original . 
name, Combal-cults, i i. e. Comhal's battle. 


ö Bridges, Road, Alte-houſes, M ills, and Markets.—Over the 
river Almon at Buchandy, there is a bridge of one arch, laid 
over another, and bearing date 1639. It was built by the 
Earl of Tullibardin when he had his ſummer reſidence in 
this place, the remains of which reſidence are till to be 
ſeen. His arms are cut on it, and the initials of his own and 
| his lady's names. The proper name of the bridge, however, 
is M<Bean's bridge, becauſe of a chapel originally near it, called 
St M*Bear's chapel . On all the public roads there are good 
bridges. Thoſe upon the county road built by the county, 
and the others by ſubſcription, The roads here were kept up 
formerly by the ſtatute labour, which is generally very ili 
performed, and therefore it is now commuted. They pay 
from 8s. to 10s. each plough, and the pendiclers and cot- 
tagers pay 1s. 6d. a-year. There are 7 licenſed ale-houſes 
in the parifh, There are 5 oat meal mills, and two flax mills 
| The 


1 Near the N. E. corner of the pariſh, there had been another chapel, 
but no veſtige of it is now to be ſeen. There is ſtill a burying ground in 
that place, and its ſituation is moſt romantic. 
ing before the battle of Lunkarty, 60 men took the ſacrament here, who all 
went to the field, and only 6 of them returned. In digging for mar] a little 
to the weſt of Monzie, a part of a deer's horn was found, 7 inches in circum- 
ference; and the barrel of a gun, 5 feet long, 4 inches in circumferencè 3t 
the one, and 7 inches in circumference at the other end, 2 ſtones in weight, 
It had evidently been uſed before the invention of the locks, as the match 
hole is entire and plain, | 


Tradition ſays, that the even- 
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The meal mills make very good pot barley, without any ad- 
ditional machinery. There is only one yearly market in the 
pariſh, when every houſe, hut, and ſhade, is converted into 
4 dram-ſhop ; ; it is held 1 in the middle of Auguſt. 


Romantic IR Coſrates, &c. —This pariſh 1s remark- 


able for romantic ſcenery, and chiefly that part of it called 


Glenalmon. Near the Weſt end of the fore part of the pa- 


riſh, the river Barvie runs through a deep den, where it 
forms ſeveral ſmall caſcades. The den is clothed with natu- 
ral wood, and at ſome places 100 feet deep. Near a mile 


North from the place of Monzie, upan the river Keltie, there | 
is a remarkable den, with various caſcades. The uppermoſt 


caſcade, called Spout-bay, is in breadth at the top 5 feet; the 
river falls over a ſmooth floping rock, the height of which is 
9o feet, and the breadth at the bottom 43 feet. The river 


then contracts into its former narrow channel, runs through 
the thick wooded den, 150 feet deep. Here there are ſome 
other water falls, 5 feet wide at top, and 10 feet perpendi- 


cular, with baſons cut by nature out of the ſolid rock, one 
of which is 12 feet diameter, and 9 feet deep. At the 
mouth of the den, the river ſeems to have made a path for it- 
elf in the ſolid rock, 6 feet in breadth at the top, and 10 feet 
in height; the baſon itſelf is 12 feet diameter. From 
this fall to the front of the rock is 24 feet; but the opening, 
out of which the river begins again to run, is only about } 
feet wide. All the way from Monzie manfion-houſe to Spout- 
Bay, along the banks of the river, there is a foot-path made 


and repaired by the family ; at the top of which, on the ſide of 
the den, and in full view of Spout-bay, there is erected a her- 


mitage, for the reception of the admiring vilitors of this caſ- 
cade. About a mile above the village of Monzie there is a- 
nother beautiſul caſcade, upon the river Shaggie ; the breadth 
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of the river at the top is 18 feet, the height of the fal 3 
feet, and the breadth at the bottom 43 feet. It falls over 
very rugged rocks. One would think the path had been 

made by the hand of art. Near the bridge of Buchangy, 

there is a caſcade 10 feet broad, and 16 feet high. 
Art cia! Mount, Large Treer, &c.—Oppolite to the foot 
of the principal entry into the manſion-houſe of Monzie, 
there is an artificial mount, near 70 feet high, in ſhape 
a truncated cane, upon which ſtands a_a Chineſe temple, 
This temple is hexagonal, and almoſt entirely open, ex- 
cept the pillars which ſupport the roof. It is 14 feet long, 
12 broad, and 14 ſeet high. The roof terminates in a point, 
upon which there is a balcony with a bell, about 4 feet high, 
In the garden of Monzie there are 4 larch trees, ſaid to be 
the fineſt and largeſt in Britain. They are not yet 60 years 
old. One of them is 80 feet high; its circumference at 
mid-height is 7 feet, and its circumference at the ground 16 
feet; its branches extend all around 30 feet on each ſide, 
The other two are about the ſame height, but the circum- 
ference of the one at the ground is 15 feet, and that of the 
other is only 9 feet; the fourth is 90 feet high, and 8 feet 
in circumference at the ground. They are all in perfect vi- 
gour, ſending forth freſh ſhoots every year. Beſides theſe, 
there are among the planting, and near the houſe, a good 


deal of ſpruce, filver fir, balm-of-Gilead fir, &c. 60 and 88 


keck high, and not in the leaſt decaying. 


Mineral Spring, Echo, Canis Whirlwind, &c.— There is one 
ſpring in the pariſh whoſe waters were held in great eſteem, 
antil about 20 years ago, when two trees which grew over it, 
fell, and the virtue of the well fell with them. In a parti- 


cular part of Glenalmon, among the hills, there is an echo 
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ahich repeats diſtinctly every word. There are any caves 
here, but the moſt remarkable one is at the back of Glentur- 
et, which is ſufficient to hold 60 men under arms. It is ſi- 


tuated in a rock, named Fagle's Rock, inacceſſible on all ſides, 


except one narrow path. It is ſaid to be the cave into which 


Gara fled, after burning FincaL's houſe: Near this cave 


there is a high PIxE Tres *, which | is remarkable, becauſe 


there is not another tree at prefent to be found in all that 
part. This hill country is much expoſed to tempeſts, and 
eſpecially to the whirlwind. It unroofs the houſes, over- 


turns the ſtacks, tears up the heath and broom, and even 
ſweeps large ſtones before it. A moſt remarkable thing in 


this wind is, a noiſe it makes, ſo like thunder that ſtrangers 
cannot but believe it is ſo. It makes this noiſe in a certain 


hollow part of the glen ſurrounded by rocks on all ſides. 


Natural Phenomena.CT—There is a great curioſity, called 
The-Kirk-of-the- Wood, not far from the Eagle's Rock. It is 
compoſed of large ſtones, divided into feveral apartments, 


with arches and trances, and each ftone reſting ſo on ano- 


her, that one would i imagine it were the work of art. Near 


New- 
4 
. Tradition fays, if any perſon cut a branch from this tree E dies, and 
that it lives!!! | 


C In the year 1756, a ater ſpout broke in the hills above Monzie; it 
took its courſe down the river Shaggie, and raiſed it 20 feet perpendicular at 
the bridge; it ſwept entirely away a bank near Monzie, which coſt 500l. 
Sterling, and it caſt out upon the ſides ſuch quantities of fiſh, that the inha- 
bitants carried them home in baſkets ; the river ſubſiding ſo quickly, that 
tiey were left behind. In the year 1758, during a heavy rain in the hills, the 


water collected on the top of the brae near Monzie, and carried down fuch 8 


quantity of the earth into the Shaggie, as left a den 200 feet long, above 
100 feet broad, from edge to edge, and 70 feet deep. For ſeveral years paſt, 
lome ſhocks of an Earthquake were felt here, and in the neighbouring pariſh; - 
their direction was from E. to W. 
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Ne- town there is a ſtone, on which are the figures of peo. 


ple's feet, with thoſe of the hooves of horſes, cows, and 
ſheep. 2 8 
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. the Romans and ancient nt Catedonians con. 
tinued their conteſts long about the front of the Gramyian 


hills, we find a vaſt number of camps, forts, &c. and ſimi. 
lar relics of antiquity. About 2 miles eaſt from the church, 
at the country called Findochs, there is a large camp. lt i 
ſituated oppoſite to the only proper paſſage through the hills 
found in them, for about 40 miles: It ſtands on a high 


ground, defended by waters on two ſides, and a moſs with 
ſteep ground on the others. The trenches are ſtill entire, 
and in ſome places 6 feet deep. It is about 180 paces in 
length, and 80 paces in breadth, and was ſurrounded by a 
ſtrong earthen wall, part of which ſtill remains, and is near 


12 feet thick. Thoſe who are connoiſſeurs in ſuch matters, | 
ſay it could contain 12,000 men. Within the camp there is 
a large plain, called Rathmore, i. e. fortification, which, howe- 
ver, ſeems to be of a later date. Near this there are many 


ruins, burrows, cairns of ſtones, ſome of which hare 


been opened, and were found to be graves. Near this camp 


ſtands a village called, in Gaelic, Fianteach, i. e. FINGAL's 
houſe f. Within two miles North from this, ſtands the 
high hill of Dunmore. On it there is a ſtrong fort, which 
had the complete command of the paſſage through the hills. 
This fort incloſes the ſummit of the hill; and is inacceſſible 
| on 


+ Tradition ſays, FincaL's houſe ſtood here until it was burnt by Cara. 
Comparing the names of places, and the namee of the princes as mentioned 
in biſtory, it is probable, this camp was occupied about the year 300. Tra- 
dition ſays, Fingal dwelt for ſome time in this country, and we know both his 


father and his ſon are buried here. When digging lately among the ruins, 
plates of lead, curious bead - ſtones, dog's: collars, &c. were ſound. 
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on all ſides but ohe. It is defended by a deep trench with- 
out the walls. It is 30 paces in breadth within the inner 
wall, and 180 paces around the fort. Each wall is 20 feet 
thick, and 20 feet diſtant from each other, and from the 
outer wall to the trench is 30 paces. This is ſaid to have 
been FinGaL's habitation, after Gan burned his houſe *. 
The walls are built with ſtone but no cement, and ſome of 
the ſtones would weigh 300 ſtones weight. About 2 miles 
Eaſt from Fiantiach, there is another fort, called Lenz. It 
is twice as large as the one above, exceedingly ſtrong, and 
appears to have been built by the ſame perſons : It is ſur- 
rounded with two walls, 'The inner wall 1s 240 paces round, 
the diſtance between the walls is 20 feet, and each wall is 
20 feet thick. On the contiguous muir there are many cairns, 
umuli, and burrows, which are thought to be monuments of 
heroes, but even tradition is ſilent about them, One, however, 
is called Cairn-Combal t, in memory of Fix CALs father. In 
the ſame moor there are alſo 2 cairns, 50 feet in circumfer- 
ence» On the top of a hill, on the other fide of the paſſage 
through the hills, and oppoſite to Dunmore, is another cairn, 
where the ſtones ſeem to be a fallen arch; it was probably 
a ſmall fort, and is ſo near that of Dunmore, that perſons 
could converſe with each other acroſs the glen, There is a 
[mall camp on the South fide of the pariſh, near to Culto- 
quhey, called in Gaelic, Comtal cults i, e. Comhal's battle g. 
Vol. XV, K We 
* Some large teeth were found lately, and a quern, i. e 2 hand mill, 
which was made of the hill ſtone, and did not bear the mark of any tool. 


＋ This Cairn was 3 lately, and contained a large ſtone coffin, the 


ſtone covering the lid of the coffin, was 4 feet 10 inches long, 24 feet broad, 
ad 2 feet thick. | 


| Tradition ſays, that Compal ſought here, but loſt the battle. Some 
dus with aſhes were dug vp here lately. In the regiſter of St Andrew's we 
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we have every reaſon to believe, that ſome great men hape 
been buried in this place, and we are certain, that the fa. 
mous Caledonian bard, Os814aN, hes here. His tomb is well 
know n, and often viſited. It is a colin of 4 ſtones ſet on 
edge, about 2 feet long, 2 feet deep, 14 feet broad, and 
over it is laid a great ſtone, about 8 feet high, and 21 feet! in 
| circumference. General Wade' 8 ſervant diſcovered 1 ity w when 
making the King's bigh way. 


Charafer and Mannert, De. — The people of this parih 
may be faid to anſwer the general character of che Scotch; 
for they are fober, honeſt, humane, induſtrious, and reſpeQ- 


ful to their ſuperiors. The have a reaſonable meſure of 


the comforts and conveniences of life, are contented with 
their lot, attend moſt regularly upon public worſhip, and 
behave with a becoming decency in the houſe of God. Not 
one inſtance of ſuicide, or of any perſon belonging to this 
pariſh being judicially convicted of any crime, has occurted 
theſe 40 years. In general, they dreſs better than ſormerly. 
| They meet together at times, and make merry. Their ehief 
amuſement at public meetings is dancing; and, upon theſe 
occaſions, there is a pleaſing cheerfulneſs and innocence x 
mong them. They are not however entirely free of ſuper- 
ſtition. Lucky and unlucky days and feet are ſtill attended to, 
eſpecially about the end and beginning of the year. No per. 
ſon wilt be proclaimed for marriage in the end of one year, 
or even quarter of the year, and be married in the beginning 
of the next. Ae Power of an evil eye, too, is {till believed, 

although 


are told, that ConSTANTINE the ſon of CULLEN was killed by KENNETH, 
the fon of Maicor l. at Rathmore, in the year 992. And it is probable 
he is burried in one of thoſe cairns. Hol LINSSsUEY tells us, that king Culen 
was killed by Eapyasd at Methven caſtle, almoſt in the middle of his wi} 
to Scone; and Methven ſignifies mid- way i in the Gaclic, and it is ſituated be- 
twixt Ratbmore and Scone, 
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zicough the faith of the people in witcheraft is much en- 
feebled. The people have nothing remarkable in their ſize, 


ſtrength, or features. They are generally of the middle ſize, 


and of a duſky complexion. There are ſome, however, 6 
feet in height. | 


Aae and Den ee Tb Fiiacipnt diſadvan- 
tage this pariſh labours under, is its great diſtance from fuel. 


The neareſt coal to Monzie is 20 miles diſtant. The com- 


mon people burn turf, heath, peats, wood, ſhrubs, and 
broom. Laſt winter, coals were fold here at 3d. a ſtone ; and 
even in ſummer, they are 2d. the ſtone* -Another diſadvan- 
tage is the want of lime ; for although it can be got at no 
great diſtance, yet the expence of fuel for burning it, renders 
it uſcleſs. Marl is near us, but ſaid not to be very good; 
belides it is extremely dear, and the farmers would all give 


the preference to lime. Great advantages, however, are ex- 


pected from the improvement and extenſion of the roads. 
In particular, from that excellent one now opened between 
Perth and Crieff, and which is intended to be carried for- 
ward to Stirling. There are alſo ſome other roads in con- 
templation. Great honour is due to the public ſpirit and 
activity of thoſe Gentlemen, in this and the neighbouring 
pariſnes, for the attempts they are at preſent making to diſ- 
cover coal in this part of the country. We hope, by perſe- 
verance, theſe attempts will at laſt be crowned with ſucceſs. 
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PARISH or DALGETY, 
| (PausntrERY OF Benden dt SY NOD or Fir E, CounTy OF 
5 Fir k.) 

By the Rev. Mr PETER PRIMROSE. . 


8 


. 
1 


Situation and Extent. 


1 of Dalgety is ſituated in the eounty of Fife, 
and in the preſbytery of Dunfermline. It is bounded by the 
pariſh of Aberdour on the Eaſt and North, by Inverkeithing 
on the Weſt, and by a ſmall part of the pariſh of Dunferm- 


line on the North Weſt : On the South, it is bounded by the 


Frith of Forth, along which it extends in a ſtraight line about 
three miles; but as the coaſt in this place is interſected by 
many bays, its circuitous extent is conſiderably more. It 1s 

of an irregular form, but approaches neareſt to the triangu- 


lar, being about four miles long from South to North, but its 


breadth gradually diminiſhes towards the North, and in ſome 
places it ſcarcely exceeds half-a-mile. 


Soil, Surface, and Produce.— The foil is various. In ſome 
places it conſiſts of a light loam, and is dry; but the greater 
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part of the pariſh conſiſts of a deep ſtrong loam, mixed with 
cky, naturally wet and ſtiff, but productive in general of fer- 


ile crops. The ground, in moſt places, riſes conſiderably a- 
boxe the level of the coaſt; but there are few hills in the pa- 
iſh, and theſe are neither high, nor much covered with 


weks. The ſurface in ſome places is covered with heath, 


at a fe lt bil. with furze 3 thre are alſo ſome l 
moſſes and ſwampy ground; but the ſpace which theſe 


occupy is of ſo little extent, that there is not above a 


ixth part of the pariſh which is not arable. The principal 


crops raiſed in the pariſh are wheat, barley, oats, peaſe, and 
beans. Potatoes too are cultivated in conſiderable quantities, 
and, in ſome places, partly uſed for feeding cattle. Turnips 


e alſo raiſed for this purpoſe, and grow to a conſiderable. | 
(ze;* but, on account of the wetneſs of the ſurface, and the 


njury which the land might ſuſtain in winter, by being cut 
with horſes and carts when they are carried off, they are not 


generally uſed. Tares are ſometimes ſown, and produce a- 
bundant crops : Flax is ſeldom raiſed but for private uſe. A 


great part of the pariſh conſiſts of graſs grounds, which have 
been laid down in good order, and, when let to graziers, yield 
conſiderable rents. From ſome incloſures, a proprietor has 
deen known to draw 21. 58. per acre ; but the average rent of 
the land in graſs may be from 11. 55. to 11. 10s. annually, 
per acre. A conſiderable number of black-cattle, and about 
goo Becks are uſually 1 in the parith. 


Prices of Grain and Provi if ons. —The price of wheat and 


barley 1 1s frequently regulated by the fiars of Mid Lothian. 


dome farmers get the higheſt fiars for their grain, and others 


in the Northern part of the pariſh, where the land is uſually 
of an inferior quality, ſell ſomewhat lower. Few oats are 
v9 in the pariſh, and the price of oat meal is generally the 


ſame 
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262 5 tatiflical Arbeit 
fame with that of the Edinburgh market. Though he i num. 
ber of inhabitants is not large in proportion to the extent gf 
the pariſh, yet, on account of the great quantity of land in 
graſs, befides what is allotted to the production of other crops, 
the oats raiſed in the pariſh are far from being ſufficient 
to ſupply the conſumption of meal. The: average price of 
beef, mutton, and veal, is 4d. the pound, Dutch weight. The 
price of a hen is from 18. to 18. 3d. and chickens are fol 
from 8d. to 10d. the pair. Butter is uſually at gd. the pound 
Tron weight. Cheeſe varies according to its quality; but the 
ordinary kind is 3d. the pound. Eggs ere ſold at 4d. and in 
the ſeaſon of ſcarcity, at 6d. the dozen. During theſe two 
laſt winters, herrings have been caught in great plenty upon 
this coaſt, and the fiſhermen are encouraged to bring very 
conſiderable quantities of them to St David's, a harbour in 
the pariſh, both for the purpoſe of curing, and of ſupplying 
the people in the neighbourhood. They prove a very beneh- 
cial article of food to this part of the country, and are fold 
at an eaſy rate, being frequently at 6d. the hundred of (i 
ſcore. It is thought by many, that ſhoals of herrings hare, 
for a long time paſt, come into this Frith in winter, without 
being generally diſcovered or looked after ; whether they 
were in ſuch great quantities. as they have been theſe two 
years, it is impoſſible to aſcertain : but a fiſherman in 
the neighbourhood, has, for many years, caught ſome dur- 


ing the ſpring ſeaſon, in a net little accommodated for the 
purpoſe, from the wideneſs of its interſtices, and which 
he had ſpread out near the coaſt, where there were runs df 
It is therefore 
much to be wiſhed, that fiſhermen would be diligent in 
ſearching the Frith occaſionally every winter, to diſcover it 
there are any herrings in it, and upon what part of the coaſt 


freſh water, in order to catch ſalmon trouts. 
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ing employed i in a fiſhery at once ſo profiable to e 
ind ſo beneficial to the community. Perhaps the offer of a 
ſanding premium or bounty to the crews of the firſt boats, 
who ſhall, aſter a particular ſeaſon every year, carry a cer- 
tain quantity caught in the Frith to the Edinburgh market, 
might prove an uſeful 1 incentive to their e in this re- 


ſpect, 


Nenber of Proprietors, Tenants, Amount of Rent, &c— There 
re three proprietors who poſſeſs all the land in the pariſh, 
and have houſes in it, where ſome of them uſually, and o- 


thers of them occaſionally, reſide, viz. the Earl of Moray at 


Donibriſtle, Sir John Henderſon at Forde), and Dr Robert 
Moubray at Cockairny. The two firſt of theſe retain in their 
own hands a conſiderable part of their eſtates in the pariſh, 
ind they have of late highly improved their grounds, and a- 
torned them with thriving plantations. The farm Cockair- 
ny is the largeſt that is let in the pariſh ; and there are ele- 
ven others of ſmaller extent. The are about 190 inhabited 
houſes in the pariſh, of which only 12 are feus, the reſt 
belonging to the proprietors ; and by far the greateſt number 


to Sir John Henderſon, for the accommodation of the peo- 


ple employed in working his coal, As a great part of the 


land in the pariſh is not at preſent let, the real rent cannot 
be aſcertained ; but its annual value, it is ſuppoſed, would a- 


mount to 2,000], Streling, or upwards. The valued rent, as 
ſtated in the ceſs-roll, amounts, according to the old valuation, 


Pqpulation.—In 1755 the numbers were rated at 761. By 
an enumeration lately made, there were 869 perſons in this 
pariſh, of whom there were 
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Under 10 years of age 202 temper 
Between 10 and 20 _ 
| _ 10 an 8 1 163 berdou 
Above 20 unmarried | 180 hi 
Married perſons EF, Ws e . 
Widowers or widows . 38 of it; 
9 3 e aud ir 
TB PN oy os... Dingle ſmall- 
Number of On 297 «; | 
| Increaſe p 155 108 among 
” There are no particular inſtances of longevity i in the pariſh TY 
at preſent. A few of the oldeſt inhabitants may be about 5 
80 years of age, and ſome have lately died, who were ſup. e 
| | ven 'v 


poſed to be upwards of 90. In the year 17570, James Spit es fo 
Eſq; of Leuchart died in this pariſh, reported by ſome to have fatal 1 
arrived at the age of 102: he had been in the Scotch Parlia- 


ment; and, for a conſiderable time before his death, was 4 
ſuppoſed to be the only ſurviving member. ME | 
| there 


Climate and Discater. In the lower part of che pariſh, in ge 
which i is upon the coaſt, it is conſiderably warmer and mid. word 
er than in the upper, and the difference is very perceptible hearc 
when the wind blows from any northern direction; but du- {WM hon 


= ing the Eaſterly winds, which particularly prevail in the ſpring is fre 
ſeaſon, it is ſharp and cold, almoſt over the whole pariſh as f 

The air however is generally dry, and, during the continu- of th 

ance of the Eaſt wind, is uſually more free from fogs or damp expr 


than the ſhore on the oppoſite ſide. There are no diſeaſes. Dead 
that can be ſaid to be peculiar to therinhabitants, or that pro- ther: 
vail here more than in the neighborlÞÞþariſhes. I have er 1 
obſerved indeed a few more inſtances of rhematiſm, and o- Coc 
ther complaints ariſing from cold, among the colliers, than 2. 
mong the other pariſhioners, but theſæ are to be attributed, 
not ſo much to the climate, as to the damp fituations in 
which they have ſome times to work. An epidemical dil- 
temper 


iſ- 


er 
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temper, which made its firſt appearance in the village of A- 
berdour in ſummer 1790, and created no ſmall alarm, got in- 
to this pariſh in the autumn, and two or three people died 
of it ; but as the weather turned colder, it became leſs fatal 
and infectious, and in the winter it altogether abated. The 
ſmall-pox ſometimes makes great ravages; and it is to be la- 
mented, that the prejudices againſt inoculation are ſo ſtrong 


among the generality of people in this part of the country, 
that no perſuaſion can remove them ; nor can the evident in- 


gentlemen in this quarter, reconcile them to the praCtice, e- 


fatal 1 in the natural Ty 


monly ſpoken in the pariſh is the Old Scotch dialect, and 
there ſeem to be no peculiar words or phraſes which are not 
in general uſe throughout moſt parts of the kingdom, The 
words are pronounced with a broad accent ; and1 have often 
heard in this part of the country a ſound given to the diph- 
thong oi, which is not, I believe, ſo uſual in other places: it 
is frequently pronounced as if it conſiſted of the letters ou, 
as for bu] boil, pount for point, vouce for voice, &c. Many 
of the names of places are derived from the Englith, and are 
expreſſive of their particular or relative ſituations, as Hilland, 


thers are propably derived from the Gaelic, and denote great- 


er antiquity in Fegued to their names, as Nonibriſtle, Fordet, 
karten Lethem, Kc. 


Chaieier 7 the People. — The people are in general fober 
and induſtrious; and, with a ſew exceptions, regular in at- 
tending, and paying reſpect to the public inſtitutions of re- 

Yo. XV. L ! ligion. 


ſtances of its ſalutary effects, often exhibited by the medical 


ven when the diſeaſe is gathering ground, and proving very 


Language and Eitmology of Names. —The language com- 


deafield, Bankhead, Broomſide, Boghead, Croſsgate, & c. O- 
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ligion. Though, in regard to the dofrines of Chriſtian, 
many of them, as in other places, are yet perhaps too fond 
of hearing ſpeculative propoſitions, and. abſtract reaſoning; 
they alſo liſten with attention to Aten which repreſent 
religion as a moral ſcience, whoſe doctrines and precepts are 
all calculated for the improvement of the character. It i 
pleaſing to obſerve that the colliers, who compoſe a conſider. 
able part of the inhabitants of the pariſh, and who, in form. 
er times, were leſs enlightened and civilized, have, for a long 
while, been making progreſs in religious knowledge and mo- 
ral improvement; and ſo attentive are they to give education 
to their children, a duty formerly among this claſs of people 
too much neglected, that for many years they have mantain- 
ed a teacher by ſubſcription, as they are at a great diſtance 
from the parochial fchool. 


Ecclifiaflical State of the Pariſh.—There is no church but 
the eſtabliſhed one in the pariſh. The Seceders who refid: 
in it are moſtly Burghers, and attend a mecting-houſe in In- 
verkeithing. The church is an old building, very much out 
of repair, and not well adapted, either in reſpect of conſtruc- 
tion or fituation, as a place of worſhip for the pariſh ; the 
fituation is peculiarly inconvenient, being upon the coaſt, and 
the moſt populous part of the pariſh almoſt at the other ex- 
tremity. The manſe is about a quarter of a mile Welt from 
the church: it is alſo an old houſe, but there is a proſpec 
that another one will ſoon be built. The following is a lift 
of the miniſters of this pariſh, as far back as the Seſſion re- 
cords give information. Mr Andrew Donaldſon was ſettled 
in 1644. Upon the introduction of Epiſcopacy into this 
country, he was obliged to retire, and Mr John Corſar was 
ſettled in 166g z Mr John Lumſdaine in 1680, and Mr George 
Gray i in 1687. After the Revolution, Mr Donaldſon, though 
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it an advanced age, was called to reſume his paſtoral charge, 
and continued to officiate as miniſter here till the time of his 
death. It is reported, that during the time he was laid aſide, 


which might be about twenty years, he lived in a building on 
the Weſt end of the church, which is now partly uſed as a 


ſeſſion room, ſupported by preſents from the pariſhioners, 
and undiſturbed by the above mentioned Epiſcopal clergy- 
men, which does credit to the ſteady attachment of the forms 


er, and to the liberality and forbearing ſpirit of the latter, in 
thoſe times of intolerance and perfecution. Mr Archibald 


Campbell was ſettled in 1696; Mr William Henderfon in 
1717 ; Mr James Bathgate in 1738; Mr John Hoyes in 1778; 
and, upon his tranſlation to another pariſh, the preſent incum- 
bent was ſettled in 1787. The ſtipend, by a decreet grant- 


ed in the year 1650, confiſted of 67 bolls, 2 firlots, 3 pecks, 
and 1 lippie of grain, and 371. 6s. 5 f d. Sterling. By an 
augmentation lately obtained, the ſtipend is now raiſed to 


115 bolls, 2 firlots, 3 pecks, and 1 lippie of grain, and 421. 


6s. 545d. Sterling. The glebe conſiſts of about 12 acres, 


The Ear! of Moray is patron. There are two ſchools in the 
pariſh, one eſtabliſhed and provided with a ſalary, the other, 
25 formerly obſerved, maintained by ſubſcription. With re- 
ſpect to the parochial ſchool, the ſalary, as in moſt other 
places, is too ſmall, being ſomewhat below 7l. There is in- 


deed a proſpect of its being a little increaſed here, from a vo- 


luntary offer lately made; but there is much need of a ge- 


neral increaſe, not only in humanity, and it may be ſaid juſ- | 


tice to ſuch as are engaged in the practice of teaching, but 
for the ſake of thoſe who are to be benefited by their inſtruc- 


tions. It muſt be admitted, that the deſire of acquiring in- 


independence and fame operates chiefly on the minds of men 
in regard to the choice of their purſuits in life; and in the 


improved and improving ſtate of things in this country, 
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| where: fo many paths lie open to theſe N follewing the va. 

rious arts, it is eaſy to foreſee, that, while the proviſion al. 

lotted to ſuch an uſeful claſs of men as ſchool-maſters, is in 
general fo ſmall, and inadequate to the purpoſes of a decent 
maintainance, {ew perſons of liberal education , and poſſeſſed 
of that ſpirit which a mind enlarged with knowledge has a 
tendency to. inſpire, will turn their views to a profeſſion that 
may reduce them to ſtraits, and of courſe ſink them into con- 
tempt. The difficulty of obtaining proper teachers in count- 
ry ſchools begins already to be felt; and it is much to be fear- 
ed that learning will foon come to decline, if encouragement 
* not given to fit perſons to diffuſe and promote its growth. 


. Many who at preſent ſubmit to this laborious taſk, cannot | 


earn more than a daily labourer 4 and muſt not the riſing ge- 
neration and polterity ſuffer in an education conducted by 
thoſe, who may hereafter turn their. thoughts to ſuch an wi- 
gainful profeſſion ? Ignorance, among the bulk of the people, 


would certainly be attended with the moſt pernicious effects, 


and it is to be hoped that all who are intereſted in the ho- 
nour and welfare of their country, will have diſcernment to 
foreſee, and patriotiſm to guard againſt, ſuch an evil before i 
comes to any alarming height: and what can contribute 
more ſucceſsfully to this beneficial purpoſe, chan to encou- 
rage the diffuſion of knowledge by competent rewards ? 


State of the Poor, — There have been ufually, of late, 10 or 
12 perſons upon the poors roll, who receive aid from the 
weekly collections, and from the intereſt of 130]. ariſing 
from legacies appropriated for their ſupport. In the year 
1783, the heritors and ſeſſion bought 60 bolls of oatmeal, 
part of which was given to families in indigent circumſtan- 
ces, and the reſt ſold to others that were leſs needy, at re- 
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duced prices, which contributed much to the relief of the 
pariſh, during the ſcarcity which then prevailed. 


Eitel, 9 —The 2 as was before ob- 
ſerved, extends along the Forth about three miles; and the 
banks are in many places ſo beautifully ſkirted with trees, 
and diverſified with ſuch a variety of proſpects, both of na- 
ture and art, as preſent many ſcenes truly pictureſque and 
ſublime, There is alſo a ſmall loch at Otterſton, about a 
mile from the coaſt, which for its ſituation is univerſally ad- 
mired ; on its banks ſtand three gentlemen's houſes, two of 
which are {till inhabited; ard it is ſo ſurrounded with riſing 
rround arid trees, as to furniſh a pleafing miniature ſcene. 
There are few antiquities in the pariſh, and concerning thoſe 


which are, ſuch as the remains of what is ſuppoſed to have 


been a camp, a Druidical temple, and one of thoſe marks 
commonly called a Standing Stone, there is no conſiſtent tra- 
dition, nor certain account. The houſe of Donibriſtle was 
formerly the reſidence of the Abbot of St Combe, but it has 
lince been greatly enlimyged and improved. Oppoſite to the 
eaſtern extremity of the pariſh, and within a mile of the ſhore, 
is the iſland of St Combe, the deſcription of which, and of 
the monaſtery upon it, have been given in the Statiſtical Ac- 
couut of the pariſh of Aberdour. The Earl of Dunfermline's 
feat formerly ſtood at a little diſtance from the church of Dal- 
gety, but little of it now remains. The church itſelf is a very 
ancient building. The exact period of its erection cannot be 
aſcertained ; but there are documents which ſhow that a 
grant of the ground on which it ſtands, was made to the 
Abbot of St Combe, as far back as the 14th century. Ad- 


ditions however have been made to it, which bear the marks 
ok a later date. 


Trade. 
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Trade. There is no particular branch of trade in the ps. 
_ Tiſh, except what ariſes from the coal and ſalt works, carried 

on to a conſiderahle extent on the property of Sir John Hen- 
derſon. The various branches of theſe works afford main. 
tenance to ſeveral hundred people of one deſcription or o- 
ther. The greateſt part of the coal and ſalt is exported from 
St Davids, a ſpacious harbour ſituated at the Weſtern ex. 
tremity of the pariſh in Inverkeithing bay, where veſſels of a- 
ny burthen, not exceeding 500 or 600 tons, can load in ſafety, 
The diſtance from the pits to the ſhore is near 4 miles, a- 
long which the coals are carried in waggons that contain 48 
cwt. It is well aſcertained, that this coal has been known 
and wrought for upwards of 200 years, and a conſiderable 
field of it (till remains. The ſurrounding diſtrict, lying in 
the pariſhes of Dunfermline and Aberdour, contains alſo ma- 
ny ſeams of coal of an excellent quality, ſufficient it is $ thought, 
to ſupply the uſual demand for centuries to come. 
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d NUMBER XVI. 
| PARISH or BALDERNOCK. 


« (ParaprreRr or DUxBARTON, cob rr or SrigLING, Sr. 
y. NOD OF GLASGOW AND bad 5 


vn By the Rev. Mx. James Cook, Minifter. 


Name. 


I. the beginning of the reign of Alexander the II. the 
lands of Cartonbenach were conveyed to Maurice Galbraith 
by charter from Malduin Earl of Lennox. Soon after, in 
the year 1238, we find the ſame barony granted by a new 
charter, under the name of Batbernoct, to Arthur ſon of 
Maurice Galbraith, with power to ſeize and condemn male- 
factors, on condition that the eonvicts ſhould be hanged on 
the Earl's gallows. From the Galbraiths of Bathernock, 
chiefs of the name, deſcended the Galbraiths of Culcruich, 
Greenock, Killearn, and Balgair, which eſtates have all, ex- 
cept the laſt, paſſed, by females, long ago into families of o- 
ther names. The family of Bathernock ended alſo in an 
heireſs, and the eſtate, about the beginning of the 14th cen- 
fury, paſſed by marriage to David, fon of Lord Hamilton, 
and 
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and anceſtor of the preſent John Hamilton, Eſq; of Bar. 
dowie. From that time, the proprietor of the barony ap. 
pears to have taken the title of Bardowie; and the title of 
Bathernock (now written Baldernock,) dropped by the fami. 
iy, was probably revived and perpetuated by beſtowing it on 
the pariſh, when it came to bg erected. But when that 
erection took place, or when the name Bathernock came to 
be written Baldernock, as at preſent, is uncertain. If a con- 
jecture may be hazarded with reſpect to the name, we ſhould 
rather ſuppoſe, that Baldernock was not a new name, but 
the original one revived, of which Bathernock was a corrup- 
tion; and that Baldernock is alſo a corruption” of Baldruin- 
ich, (i. e. Druidftown) it being highly probable, that this waz 
a Druidical place of worſhip, as will appear from a remark- 
able monument of Druidiſm to be mentioned afterwards. 


Situation and Surface. —lt it is ſituated within the county 
Stirling, in the presbytery of Dunbarton, and ſynod of Glal- 
and Ayr. The ſurface is various. On the South, where it 
is bounded by the river Kelvin, there are ſix or ſeven hun- 
dred acres of rich flat land. The inundations of this river 
frequently blaſted the hopes of the husbandman, by dam- 
maging, or ſweeping away his luxuriant crops. To prevent 

ſuch diſaſters, the proprietors, about 16 or 18 years ago, united 
in raiſing a bank upon the brink of the river : but there ate 
ſeaſons ſtill, when it breaks over, or burſts through its bar- 
riers, to reſume for a little its former deſolating ſway: From 

South to North there is a gradual aſcent, pleaſantly diverſ- 
ſied by round ſwelling hills. The flat ground, before men- 
tioned, is a rich loam; the riſing grounds towards the Eaſt, 
are a clayey foil over till; and thoſe towards the Weſt, a 


a light ſharp ſoil over whin rock. On the North fide there | 


is ſome mooriſh ground, but the greater part of the pariſh i 
| arable. 
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zrable. Towards the South Weſt lyes Bardowie Loch, cov- 
ering about 70 acres. In it are plenty of pike and perch, of 
2 good ſize and quality. The banks are pleaſant, upon which 
is ſituated the houſe of Bardowie, within a few paces of the 
lake. 5 | 


Climate and Diſeaſes. —The air, on the high grounds eſpe- 
cally, is extremely ſalubrious, and the inhabitants healthy. 
ſhere are no diſeaſes uncommon, or peculiar to the place, 


or any, for a long time paſt, that could be called epidemi- 


cal, unleſs we ſhould rank flow fevers under this claſs. They 
wake their appearance ſometimes in the ſpring, but more fre- 
quently in the autumn, and ſpread through whole families, 
2nd from family to family. This is obſerved to happen chief- 
among thoſe whoſe houſes are ſmall, dirty, and not pro- 
perly ventilated. It is to be regretted that the abſurd, and 
aot altogether innocent practice, of expoſing themſelves and 
their families, by unneceflary viſits to thoſe who have been 
ſized with this infectious diſeaſe, but too much prevails. 
And it is alſo a ſubject of juſt regret, that the prejudice a- 


gunſt innoculation of the ſmall-pox ſtill keeps hold of the 
minds of many in this part of the conntry. The poor child- : 


ren are thereby expoſed to the danger of that diſcaſe in what 
ey call the natural way; but the innoculation is equally 
well entitled to be called the natural way. The one way 
liters from the other in this only, that, by the innoculation ; 
the infection is, b y the tender and prudent care of the pa- 
rents, communicated in that way which, by long experience, 
nas been found mot ſafe and ea aly whereas, without the ino- 
calation, che infection 15, by careleſs and ſuperſtitious parents, 
' to be communicated from their own cloaths after viſitin 9 
children under the diſeaſe, or by accidental intercourſe of 
iteir children with perſons who have the infection about their 


Yor. XV. Mm cloaths: 
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cloaths, in that way which experionee hows: to be moſt ſevere 
ang _ | 


_ "Aran aha the month of April 1794, the number 
of families was 137, of perſons 620, of whom there are, 


Under 10 years of age 136 
Between 10 and 20 | e 
— 20 and 50 243 - 
— 70 and 8 og 
. Total . 620 


There a are at preſent i in this cariſh- no inſtances of remarkable 
longevity. 


. Bachelors from 20 to 40 4s | 
— 40 to 60 7 | 
above 8 2 
Widowers from 20 to 60 So 
Upwards of 60 Sn 
3 average of baptiſms 18 
— — 9 5 6 


1 gester part of the inhabitants of this 
pariſh devote their time to that moſt innocent and moſt uſe- 
fu! of ſecular employments, the cultivation of the earth. 


There are 45 farmers, including 12 feuars, who cultivate 


their own grounds; 36 labourers, 43 male ſervants, all la- 


| bourers, 38 female ſervants, almoſt all labourers, 10 weavers 


of houſchold cloth, 1 taylor, 3 ſhoe-makers, 3 maſons, 3 cat- 
penters, 2 millers, 2 gardeners, 2 ſmiths, 1 engraver, 1 flax- 
dreſſer, 4 miners, and one man who exerciſes the ſeveral oc- 
cupations of weaver, conſtable, phyſician, ſurgeon, apothe- 
Cary, and wann mine. 


Character. — The people are, in general, remarkable for 
a ſober and regular deportment; an advantage, in a great 
meaſure, 


6’ RG PORT YE. - | 


1 


le 


meaſure, to be aſcribed to their occupation, and to want of 
manufactures, whoſe boaſted benefits make but a poor com- 


penſation for their baneful influence on the. morals of the 


| Foe: | 


Rent if the Pariſh. —The valuation of the pariſh is 19441. 


Scots. It is not eaſy to aſcertain the real rent, becauſe a 


number of the proprietors cultivate their own ground; but 
it is ſuppoſed that it will not be over-rated at 3000l. Ster- 


lng. Arable land is rented from 108. to 21. per acre : and 
beſides their rent to the landlord, the tenants are generally 


bound by their tacks to pay all the public burdens upon the 
lands they poſſeſs. Moſt of their farms ate alſo thirled to | 


a particular mill, and pay, ſome of them ſo high as the 16th 


or 17th part of all the grain which they have occaſion to 5 5 
grind; a diſcouragement to induſtry now altogether unne- 


ceſſary, and which every landholder, who wiſhes to advance 


the value of his property, by encouraging the induſtry of ow 
tenants, ought if poſſible to remove. 


Mode of e are in general ſmall, in- 
cloſed and ſubdivided; and the preſent race of farmers are 
ſuppoſed to ſurpaſs their fathers in ſkill and induſtry. Clear- 
ing the ground of ſtones, draining, levelling the inequalities 


of the ſurface, ſtraightening the ridges, laying on lime, and 


guarding againſt the comman miſtake of oyercropping, may 
be eſteemed the chief improvements. The Scotch plough, 
drawn by 3, and ſometimes by 4 horſes, is that in moſt com- 
mon uſe. Oats and barley are the kinds of grain chiefly cultiva- 
ted. 'The plough goes little before the beginning of March; 
and the farmers ſeem not anxious to have the ſowing of oats fi- 
niſhed before the end of April, and the barley before the 20th 
of May. After liming their ground, they generally take two 

I, 7s Mm 2 | Crops 
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crops of oats, and one of barley. With the barley, rye-grak 
and clover are ſown, of which hay is made in the enſuing 
ſummer, and ſometimes for two ſummers. They afterward; 
paſture for two or more years, as they judge requiſite ty 
give the ground: a ſufficient reſt, before the ſame rotation 
be repeated. In the flat lands, wheat has been tried with ſuc- 
ceſs, and has been found to ſuffer lefs damage than other 

crops, by the floods, from which theſe grounds are, notwith. 
ſtanding the embankment, not yet effe ctually ſecured. Po. 
tatoes are raiſed ſufficient for home conſumpt, and ſome to 
ſpare for the Glaſgow market, where they generally araw 
from 8d. to 18. per water peck. From the few trials that 
have been made, there 1 is much encouragement for the culti- 
vation of turnip. The black cattle are moſtly ſmall, and the 
farmers not very attentive to improve the breed of their milk 
COWS. 


Roads. — The multiplicity of roads renders it impoſſible, by 
the converiion of the ſtatute labour, to put them all in a pro- 
per ſtate of repair. It deſerves therefore the attention of 
both maſters and tenants, how far the improvement of the 
country, and their own private intereſt, might be promoted, 

by ſhutting up ſome of the roads that are of leaſt public uti- 
lity, and by making an extraordinary exertion for a year or 
two, to put the reſt once in good repair, after which the 
road- money would be ſufficient to keep them ſo. A good 
turnpike road has lately been made, paſſing through the ſkirts 
of this pariſh, from the thriving and now populous village of 
Balfrone to Glaſgow. It is thought that, by direCting it 


nearer the centre of this pariſh, a ſaving of a mile and a halt 


at leaſt might haye been made in a diſtance of nine miles. 


Price of Labeur and Provisan. —A good ploughman re- 
£<VES, beſides his board, from 5. to on per half year, and a 


ſervant. 


ls fervant woman ſrom 3 5 to 50 ſhillings. The common wages 

1g of a labourer are 14d. per day; and when they work at piece 
ds work, they generally earn from 18. 6d. to 28. per day. They 
to are better cloathed and lodges, and in every reſpect live more 
In comfortably than thoſe of the ſame rank, half a century ago, 


c- Old people remember that, in their early years, there was 
er not a cow killed for beef by any one in the pariſh, excepting 
h- in gentlemen's families, and by one or two more; : but now 
0. there are few families that cannot attain to half a cow at 


to WM leaſt, The price of all kinds of proviſions i is Ro the ſame 
an ma that of he me markets. 


ti- Feel 72 oftical State.— There are 110 families belonging to 


he the Eſtabliſhed church, 11 to the Relief, 10 to the Burghers, 
ilk 2 to the Antiburghers, 3 to the ny and 1 to the 
1 Bereans. 

The preſent incumbent was admitted in 1783. His pre- 
by deceſſors, ſince the Revolution 1688, were Meſſrs Wallace, 
ro- Colquhoun, Garrick, and Taylor. The King 1s patron of 
of I the pariſh. The living conſiſts of 63 bolls of oat- meal, 33l. 


the in money, a manſe, and a glebe of 10 acres, whereof 7 are 
ed, arable. The church has been built at different times. The 
ti- laſt enlargement was probably made before the beginning of 


or this century, with a view to accomodate the inhabitants of 
the the lands annexed by decreet 1649. The manſe was built 
about 50 years ago, and has undergone ſeveral repairs, 


State of the Poor. The average number of poor in this pariſh 
is about fix, They are ſupported, according to their exigencies. 
in their own houſes, from the weekly collections at the church 
door, and from the intereſt of a capital of 4201. which has 
accumulated by the donations of charitable perſons, and from 
ihe ſurplus of the weekly collections. None of the poor 

Y N this 
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this pariſh are Aifpoſed to beg, either in this or neighbouri 
pariſhes ; but much is given away by the inhabitants in Fe 
to beggars which ſwarm from other places, eſpecially from 
: manufacturing towns and villages. | 


Minerals and Fuel —This pariſh abounds in coal and lime. 
ſtone. The coal reſembles that of Newcaſtle, caking toye. 
ther, and making a ſtrong fire, when properly put on, and a. 
lowed to reſt three or four hours before it be ſtirred. It i; 
generally found in a ſtratum of from 3 to 44 feet thick, be. 
| tween two ftrata of lime-ſtones. The upper ſtratum of lime. 
ſtone is called the blue lime, and the lower the white lim, 
which laſt has generally been eſteemed of an inferior quality 
| to the blue. Theſe uſeful minerals, in places where there i 
no great thickneſs of ſtrata above them, are come at by re- 
moving the ſuperincumbent ſoil : but where they lie deep, 
the coal is wrought firſt by miners, and afterwards the up- 
per or blue lime is ſeparated from the roof by wedges or 
gunpowder, The coals are ſold at the pit for 3d. per hutch, 
five of which may be drawn in a cart, by an ordinary horle, 
and fix by an able bodied horſe. The only coal in the ps 
Tiſh wrought for fuel, is the property of Robert Dunmore, 
Efq; of Ballindalloch, whoſe exertions for the improvement 
of his own eſtate, and of the country in general, cannot be 
mentioned with too much praiſe. He works the lime alſote 
a very conſiderable extent. Beſides his, there are three other 

limeworks going in the pariſh, but upon a ſmaller ſcale ; and 
there is lime-ſtone, more or leſs, through almoſt all the high 
grounds. In it are found petrified ſhells of a variety of kind, 
ſtimulating the conjectures of naturaliſts concerning the r. 
volutions of this globe. There is abundance of freeſtone ol 
a good quality for building, and a little iron- ſtone; but, 2 
the place where it hath been obſerved, the ſtratum is ſo thin 
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13 not to be worth working. A ſmall rivulet in the Eaſt end 
of the pariſh makes a very plentiful depoſition of ochre, 
which, if proper means were uſed to collect it, might turn to 
ſome account. -Peats can eaſily be procured for fuel, but 
ſew of them are uſed, the coals being found leſs coſtly. 
A conſiderable quantity of them was formerly required by 
the farmers for kiln-drying their victual; but by the introduc- 
tion of kilns with brick heads, they have become leſs neck 
ty, coals A the Ry equally well. | 
Antiquities. . pon + tha high "RP? in a commanding 
ſituation, at the North Weſt corner of the pariſh, ſtands an 
old ruinous tower, being all that now remains of the manſion 
houſe of the Galbraiths of Bathernock, which appears to 
have been a large building ſurrounde d with a ditch. Its an- 
iquity muſt be very conſiderable, but how great, even tra- 
dition does not venture to determine. Not far from thence, 
to the eaſtward, are ſeveral of thoſe large looſe heaps of ſtones 
called Cairns, ſome of them oblong, and others of a circular 
ſhape. One of the circular ones, which has not yet been 
broken up, is about 80 yards in circumference. From two 
that have been broken up, it appears that they are compoſed 
of looſe ſtones careleſsly thrown together; but at the bottom 
are large flags placed on edge, in two parallel rows, at the 
diſtance of between 3 or 4 feet, lidded over with flags laid 
acroſs, the cavity thus formed is divided by partitions into 
cells of 6 or 7 feet long. In one of the long cairns lately 
broken up, were found ſeveral fragments of a large coarſely 
fabricated urn, and ſome pieces of human bones. Tradition 
fays, that in this place, called Craigmadden moor, a battle 
was fought with the Danes, in which one of their princes was 


ain. The farm in which theſe cairns are, is named Bloch- 
Arn, which may be a corruption of Balcairn, i. e. the town 


2 
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. of the cairns. But the moſt curious remain of antiquity ji 
this pariſh, is a ſtructure called the Auld wife's lift. It is fituzts 
ed near a mile North from the church, on very high ground, 
in a little flat of about 100 paces diameter, ſurrounded by anal. 
cent of a few yards in height, in the form of an amphitheatre, 
It conſiſts of three ſtones only, two of which, of a priſmatic 
ſhape, are laid along cloſe by each other upon the earth; 
and the third, which was once probably a regular paralello- 
piped, and ſtill, notwithſtanding the depredations of time, 
approaches that figure, is laid above the other two. The 
uppermoſt ſtone is 18 feet long, 11 broad, and 6 deep, plac- 
ed nearly horizontally with a ſmall dip to the North. Its 
two ſupporters are about the ſame ſize, It can hardly be 
matter of doubt, that this is one of. thoſe rude ſtructures 
erected by the Druids in their ſacred groves. Its ſituation, 
in a very ſequeſtered ſpot, on an eminence, ſurrounded by a 
- grove of oaks, ſtumps of which trees are ſtill viſible, correſponds 
exactly to every deſcription we have of theſe places of wor- 
ſhip. The figure of the ſtones themſelves, and their poſition, 
bear a ſtrong reſemblance to others which antiquarians have 
not heſitated to pronounce monuments of Druidiſm. The 
name by which they are called ſeems no ſmall confirmation 
of the truth of this opinion. A Druidical ſtone in Ireland, 
mentioned by Cambden, is called the /fzed ſtone ; and there 
are ſome in Poitiers in France, known by the name of Pier- 
res levees. , But beſides that the ſtones under, confideration 
have the name of lift, which appears to be the general ap- 
pellation of ſuch. Druidical ſtones, the ſpecific part of their 
name, viz. Auld wives, is eaſily accounted for, on the fame 
ſuppoſition. Upon the authority of Tacitus and Mela, we 
know that female Druids, generally pretty far advanced in 
years, lived together in ſiſterhoods, in ſequeſtered ſpots, de- 
voting their time to the offices of the Druidical worſhip. 
Theſe 
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Theſe were by the people held in high eſteem, and called Sena, 


or venerable women, words nearly ſynonymous to the Scots 


word Auld wives. Hence we are induced to conclude, that this 
is one of thoſe lifted ſtones, Pierres levees ; and that it is called 
the Auldwive's lift, becauſe it was the lifted ſtone where 
the Sen, or ſiſterhood of verierable female Druids reſiding 
here, paid their devotions. Upon the ſuppoſition, alſo, that 
this was a ſeat of the Druid worſhip, we have ſuggeſted to 
us a very probable etymology of the name of the pariſh. Bal, 
in the Gaelic language ſignifies town, and Hruinich, of or 
belonging to the Druids. The preſent name, Baldernock, is 
not a greater corruption of Baldruinich, i. e. Druidſtown, 
than might be expected in the lapſe of eighteen hundred 


years. 
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NUMBER XVII 
PARISH or LONGSIDE. 


Disraier or > Buchax, Coun « oF ABERDEEN, Parsprr- 
9 RY OF Dzes, AND SYNOD © oF anne 


Ay the Rev. Ma. WII IIA GREIG, Miniſter. 


: Situation and Extent. 


Tue pariſh of Long fide is ſituated in that diſtrict of A- 
berdeen- ſhire called Buchan. It is an irregular ſquare, of a- 
bout 5 Engliſh mites, and is bounded, on the North, by the 
pariſhes of O!d Deer and Lonmay ; on the Eaſt, by thoſe ot 
St. Fergus and Peterhead ; on the South by Cruden ; and 

on the Weſt by Old Deer. It is, like Buchan in general, 
very level; there being no hill of any conſequence in the pa- 
riſh. As a proof of this, it may be mentioned, that the 
Ugie, which divides it in the direction of W. and E. fre- 
quently overflows the adjoining ground to a very conhider- 
able extent, from almoſt one fide of the pariſh to the other; 
and, in the hands of our neighbours in the Netherlands, 
would be embanked like the Maeſe or the Rhine. This has 
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ſuggeſted the idea of 2 canal along its bunk Bom! its mouth 
near Peterhead, to the village of Old Deer; a diſtance of a- 
bout to miles. The plan might be executed at a very incon- 
fiderable expence; and would contribute much to the im- 
provement of a very valuable diſtrict. It is, in general, a 
light ſoil, eafily improved, and lying at the diſtance of only 
from 4 to 9 miles from Peterhead, enjoys almoſt every ad- 
vintage for the exportation of its produce, and the importa- 
tion of lime, Goals, and other neceHlary articles, 


The preſent ſtate of the pariſh, as well as its \ ſaſceptibilit 
of farther improvement, may be ne from the following 
particulars: 


Population. —It contains, according to a very accurate liſt, 


taken by the writer of the preſent article, in the end of the 
year 1790 and beginning of 1791, 1792 inhabitants“. 


Of theſe 817 are males, and 975 are females. 
Under 10 years of age there are 270 


From 10 to 20 334 
From 20 to 50 | 743 
From 50 to 70 5464 
From 70 to 100 122 

1792 


They are divided into 473 families; which is not quite 4 to 
a family, Of theſe families, about 100 are employed in farm 
ing; 60, as weavers ; 100 as ſpinners of flax, and wool-com- 
bers, & c, from 40 to 50, as day-labourers. Nearly 40 are 
poor families, occaſionally ſupplied from the public funds of 
0 O 2 the 


* By Dr Webfter's Report in 1755, I find that the number of inhabitants 
was 1979, or nearly 200 more than the above. As no ſatisfactory reaſon 
can be aſſigned for this diminution, from the hiſtory of the pariſh, I am in- 
cuned to think that the account ſent to the Doctor muſt have been inaccurate, 
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the pariſh. The remainder are maſons, taylors, &c. &, 
| Almoſt all have a few acres of ground, which they cultivate, 
at the ſame time that they purſue their other occupations, 
From this circumſtance, it may be inferred, that the different 
branches of labour above enumerated are ſtill in an unim- 
| proved ſtate. Some approaches, however, towards a regular 
diviſion and ſimplification of labour have been made of late; 


particularly at Nether t 5 which will be mentioned 


_ afterwards. 
From an inſpection of the regiſter of births, marriages, and 
deaths, for 6 years, from the year 1783, it appears that the 
average of baptiſms, during that period, is 29; that the male 
births are to the female as 4 to 3; that the average of pa- 
riſhioners married in the above period, is only 21 ; that the 
average of burials is 20; that the whole number of inter- 
ments, including perſons brought from neighbouring pariſhes, 


is 208; whoſe ages amount to 9444 years; and that of con- 


ſequence the average of an age is ſomewhat more than 45. 


Agriculture. When I fay that 100 families and upwards 


are employed in farming, or that there are 100 farms in the 


pariſh, it will readily be inferred that many of theſe farms 


muſt be ſmall; And when this is the caſe, it is impoſſible 


that lands can be improved to any conſiderable extent. Many 


of them are what are called crofts ; which do not admit of 
the tenants having a plough, Two, or three, and ſometimes 
four, are obliged to join ſor this purpoſe : which is, in other 
words, ſaying, that the work is ill-performed, and at a great 
ezpence of time and labour. No ſimplification of the differ- 
ent branches of agriculture can be accompliſhed in a very 
ſmall ſcale: And yet, when this is not done,—when one 
man muſt do 8 or 10 different ſorts of work, little knowledge 
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or dexterity can be expeCted on his part, and little profit on 
the part of the employer. The number of acres in the pa- 
riſh amount to about 12,000, (rented for little more than 
2000]. Sterling) of which above 5000 are at preſent in a 
ſtate of cultivation; 1800 are moſs, (a conſiderable part of 
it very deep) only 257 are planted ; and the remainder is 
uncultivated. Though there is but a ſmall proportion which 
is not ſuſceptible of cultivation, yet, owing to the impro- 
per modes of agriculture adopted, perhaps 3000 bolls of oat- 
meal and bear are all that are exported annually ; and the 
whole produce not much above 7090 bolls. Suppoſing the 
attention of farmers and proprietors confined to the 7009 
acres above-mentioned, and no more than 3500 to be under 
2 grain crop; from 15,000 to 20,000 bolls, at leaft, might 
be reaſonably expected under a judicious plan of manage- 
ment, A perſon intereſted in the welfare of the country 
muſt be hurt, when he remarks the ſtate of. our corn farm- 
ing; fields ploughed, from which ſcarcely twice the ſeed can 
be expected, and ſpecies of grain ſometimes growing, which 
require two bolls to produce one of meal. Nor will he be 
leſs hurt, when he remarks the neceſlary conſequences of 
this management with regard to hay aud paſture z extenſive 
ranges of country, where theſe ought to be found in great 
abundance, yielding a ſcanty ſubſiſtence to a few ſheep. 
The pariſh is divided among fix heritors. Nearly the half 
belongs to one of them +. And by granting no leaſes for 
many years paſt, he has at preſent much in his power, with 
regard to new-modelling his farms, and puting them upon a 
proper footing. With this view, he has paid particular at- 
tention to the different modes of farming, both in England 
and in the South of Scotland. But to introduce fo complete 
a change as either of theſe modes, all at once, {if at all prac- 
N VETS: ticable) 
Mr Fexcvsow of Pitſour, Member of Parliament for the County. 


tain indolence and want of ſpring (which is one of the cha- 
racteriſtic features in the lower ranks in this part of the 
kingdom) could, by proper motives and encouragements, be 
removed: And this depends on Jandlords, and on the choice 


which they make of tenants. 


Beſides the 3000 bolls of grain already mentioned, about 
309 black cattle are exported annually ; and butter, cheeſe, 
and eggs, to the amount of about 10001. Sterling. The prices 
of the laſt mentioned articles are from Gd. to dd. for 29 
punces of butter; from 38. to 4s. for the ſtone of cheeſe; 


and from 2d. to 6d. for the dozen of eggs. 


Manufactures.— This branch of induſtry has made ve!) 


conſiderable progreſs in the pariſh within theſe few years. 
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ticable) is attended with great difficulties : and gradual re. Ml the th 
formation is perhaps here, as well as in moſt other depart. Molle 
ments of human labour, the preferable plan. e Garde 
From the obſervations already made, it is evident that ve I able f 
ſtand much in need of improvement. If the ſmall farms MW Them 
could be united, and many of the preſent poſſeſſors of them menti 
converted into day-labourers, under tenants who could afford Abe 
them conſtant employment ; and if a few tenants from the whom 
_ Southern counties, of ſubſtance and knowledge, were encou- ¶ numb 
raged to ſettle, as patterns to our native tenants ; both claſ- WM neigh] 
ſes would be benefited, and live infinitely better than theſe MW fonal! 
do at preſent. Proprietors ought at leaſt to have this in WM from 
view, if they wiſh to ſee their eſtates improved, or the ten- 6d. p 
ants on them comfortable. It admits of proof, notwithſtand I lughe: 
ing the complaints which we frequently hear of the difficu- I «261 
ty of finding ſervants, and of the unjuſt preference which I and v 
is given to manufactures, that there are inhabitants ſufficient 2000 
in the country for the purpoſes of its improvement, if a cer- ¶ the w 
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Beſides the ſpinning of flax to a very conſiderable amount for 
the 


+ WM the thread-manufaQtures in Peterhead, a manufacture of 
t foullen cloth at Nether-Kinmundy (the property of Francis 
Garden of Troup, Efq;) has, of late, become very confider- 
ble for an infant manufacture. It is conducted by Meffrs 
ns Ml Thomas & Robert Kilgour, — deſerves to be POND 
m mentioned. 
rd About. 40 families are nn by them dae to 
he whom they give houſes and gardens. But far the greater 
u- number whom they employ, are ſcattered in this and the 
al. neighbouring pariſhes, and work for the company only occa- 
eſe MW fonally. The articles manufactured here are narrow cloths, 
in Wl from 28. 3d. to 58. per yard; and jemmys from 1s. 1d. to 1s. 
en- 6d. per yard. They are uſed moſtly at home. For the 
id. WY ligher priced ſort of narrow cloths, the demand is daily in- 
ul. cecaſing. Men, thus employed, earn from 4s. to 108. a- week; 
ick and women from 18. 6d. to 3d. And in this manner about 
ent I 2000]. Sterling is diſburſed annually. It is with pleaſure 
er WM che writer of the preſent article adds, ſrom his own obſerva- 
ha. don, as well as from the expreſs teſtimony of their employ- 
the ere, that both men and women are peaceable, ſober, and at- 
„be I bentire. As a proof of this, it deſerves to he mentioned, 
ice Ml that during the ſpace of 15 years, not a lingle perſon has 
been diſmiſſed. Living in a healthy county, and not crowd- 
out ed together, as in towns; and having, moreover, all gardens. 
ele, bor the employment of their ſpare hours, they, in general, en- 
ices joy good health, and haye numerous families, Of late, the. 
20 I our of carding, teafing, &c. has been much facilitated by 
ſe; dhe introduction of machinery moved by water. The raw 
materials are brought from the N. of England, and not un- 
frequently from the London market. 


Religicus Sects and Principles. Public inſtitutions, whe- 
ther religious or civil, are fertile ſources of moral principles. 
. 
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In this pariſh, neither our civil, nor our eccleſiaſtical ef 
bliſhments have been without their effect. The inhabitants 
are peaceable and good ſubjects; and the ſpirit of our reli 
gion is, in general, underſtood and felt to be, what it ever 
ought to be, a ſupport to ſound morality: An oppoſition be- 
tween ſpeculation and practical religion, is a common error 
among the more unenlightened ranks of every country. Its in- 
fluence is in ſome degree felt here. But a more rational ſpi. 
rit ſeems to be gaining ground. With regard to forms, and 
opinions of ſecondary importance, the pariſh has been long 
divided; and where this happens, ſome degree of illiberali 
ty is to be looked for. In the year 1790, the writer of this 
article found 908 belonging to the Eftabliſhed Church; 723 
belonging to the Epiſcopal Church of Scotland, and 8; to 
the Church of England; 63 were Seceders F wetk Roman 
Catholics ; and the remainiug 7 were either inſane, or be- 
longed to no religious community. But, in general, al 
_ theſe ſects maintain a peaceable and friendly intercourſe with 
one another. It might gratify curioſity, and illuſtrate ſome 
of the leading principles in human nature, to trace the ope- 
ration of thoſe cauſes which have concurred to produce ſo 
great a number of Epiſcopals in this and in ſome of the 
neighbouring pariſhes. But ſuch an equiry would ſwell this 
part of the Statiſtical Account too much. It may be ob- 
ſerved, in general, that, as the lower ranks are incapable of 
forming religious creeds, which can ſtand the teſt, even of 
their own refleCtions, for any length of time, we mult loo 
for the cauſes of a long eſtabliſhed attachment to opinions 
and forms, in the influence of authority, intereſt, and habit. 
If oppoſition and perſecution unhappily lend their aid to that 
influence, impartiality is generally baniſhed, and the effect be⸗ 
comes much ſtronger. 
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pur. The fund for the ſupport of the poor, ariſes from | 


the weekly collections, and the intereſt of a ſmall ſum, be= 

gun by charitable donations, and enereaſed by an œconomi- 
cal management, particularly during years when the neceſ- 

faries of life were eaſily acquired; about 20 l. Sterling is 

liſtributed annually among about 30 families, but is, by no 

means, found ſufficient to aſſiſt induſtry in procuring a com- 

fortable ſubſiſtence: With no other view ought money to be 

given; and with this, a very ſmall ſum will do more ſervice 
than ten times its value, when it is depended on as a ſubſti- 
tute for induſtry. - Of the 201. above mentioned, 5 1. Ster- 

ling is given annually by orle of the heritors“; and the dif- 
tribution of it is confined to the poor on his own eſtates + 

A practice which deſerves to be imitated ; particularly in 
a pariſh where, in the preſent caſe, there is not a fingle re- 
ſident heritor to attend to the wants of the poor in extraor- 

dinary caſes. N. B. The members of the epiſcopal congres. 
gation ſupport their own poor. 


Manſe, Stipend, School, c. — The pariſh of Longſide was 
erected in the year 1620, from the pariſhes of Peterhead 
and Crimond ; with which laſt mentioned pariſh there 
ſeems to have been formerly a communication in the N. E. 
corner, where now the pariſhes of St Fergus and Lonmay 
meet each other. The original ſtipend was 120 1. Scots, 
and 3400 merks of vicarage teinds, which are ſtill drawn by 
the miniſter, but do not produce above 260 merks. In 1668, 
it was augmented with 4 chalders of grain; and, in 1791, 
with 3 chalders more, and 60 Scots for communion elements. 
At the time of the laſt mentioned augmentation, an appli- 
cation was made to have the vicarage teinds converted, on ac- 
count of the deficiency above mentioned, and the difagreeable 

Vol. XV P p Circuqmſtanges 


* Mr Ferguſon above alluded to. 
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cumſtances attending their collection (circumſtances fre. 
quently incompatible with che uſe fulneſs of a e 

but filed. \ 
The family.of Mariſchall, which had b very conf. 
derable property in the pariſh, were the original patrons ; pro- 
bably in conſequence of the canonical rule ; Patronum fa 
ciunt, dos, edificatio, fundus. The right of prefenting is now 

annexed to the Crown. The preſent incumbent has ng 
manſe, but receives in lieu of it an annuity from the heritorz, 
The original church fill remains; but has been repaired at 
different times. 

Under this head, the W of. the ſchool enghe to ho 

: mentioned; as being (the writer of the preſent article would 
gladly hope) ſingular. The falary is only nine bolls of meal; 
which the ſchoolmaſter has to collect from the tenants in 
very ſmall quantities, and of conſequence at a great loſs. The 
emoluments ariſing from teaching, owing to the very low 
price of education, (for the ſchoolmaſter is acknowledged to 
be well qualified for his office) are, at an average of eight 
years, 41. 68. 7d. a year. Perquiſites ariſing from his offices, 
as precenter and clerk to the ſeſſion, do not exceed 4 l. Ster- 
ling. Of conſequence, his whole living does not amount to 
more than 121, Sterling annually ; a ſum not equal to the 
wages of an ordinary farm-fervant. When it is conſidered 
of how much conſequence it is to fociety (particularly, at a 
period when the principles of the lower ranks are of infin- 
tely more conſequence to its welfare than ever they were be- 
fore, ) to have perſons properly qualiſied for the education of 
youth appointed in the different pariſhes, the circumſtances 
above mentioned ſeem to demand attention from heritors, 
and others whom the law authoriſes to provide for che pro- 
per maintenance of ſchoolmaſters. 
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Planting. — The want of whade and welter in this corner of 
Anden h is one of the circumſtances which ſeems to 
operate moſt powerfully to its diſadvantage, in the opinion 
of our ſouthern neighbours. Such extenſive tracts of count- 
ry as thoſe of Cruden, Longſide, Peterhead, &c. without 
either trees or hedges to diverſify the landſcape, ape, to bg 
ſure, not very gratifying to the eye. And this ſameneſs i is the 
more to be regretted, that the fields are far from conveying 
che idea of barrenneſs, and that nature by no means intended 
them to be thus naked and unprotected. It is very evident 
that Buchan was, ſome centuries ago, remarkably well wood- 
ed, Its extenſive moſſes contain the remains of very mag- 
nificent trees. No good reaſon, therefore, can be aſſigned 
far the ſame forts of wucd not thriving in it again, if judiciouſ- 
ly managed. But few attempts ( comparatively {peaking) 
have been made to renew its woods; and thoſe which have 


been made, have in general been confined to the hilly and 


moſt barren parts of the country ; where the plants have not 


only had no ſhelter, but little ſoil to bring them forward, It 


deſerves attention, that in the moſſes, where ſa many trunks 
of large trees are every year dug up, none af the Scotch firs 
are ever found. Yet this 1s the tree which has generally 
been planted. It commonly riſes to a ſufficient height to af- 
ford ſhelter to other plants; and this ſeems to be all that 
ought to be expected. There are ſeveral inſtances in the pa- 
rſh, of the aſh, the plane, the birch, laburnum, larch, ſpruce, 
and even the oaks thriving well, if we make allowance for 
the diſadvantages under which they laboug, with regard to 
ſhelter. The only plantation of any conſequence in the pa- 
riſn, is one of about, 250 acres to which the above obſerva- 
tions are very applicable. When the interſtices between the 
Scotch firs ſhall be filled up with other trees more ſuited to 
Pp 3 the 
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the different fails and ſome of the wet bene drained, (which 

is the intention of the proprietor,) ſome hopes may be en- 
tertained of his ſucceſs in wiping off the En ot naked. 
nels from this wo of the ain 


Tear 405 Rent, jar, | have already tioned, that a con. 
nderable part of the pariſh i is held without leaſes. The ten; 
' ants, who have any, generally have life-rent ones; and ſcarce- 
ly any have more than 19 years. When this ESE 
is conſidered, and at the ſame time the ſmallneſs of the farms, 
the backward ſtate of improvement will be eafily accounted 
for. The rents are generally paid in meal and money; be- 


dies which, there ſtill remain ſome reliques of the ancient 


feudal ſervitudes, under the name of cuſtoms ſuch as the 


payment of peats, poultry, : a certain number of day-labout- 


| ers, &c. 


Moſs.—From the great extent of moſs, it will readily be 
 Inferted that fuel is to be had in great abundance. In ge- 
neral it is ſo. But when it is conſidered, how much of the 
beſt ſeaſon of the year is ſpent in preparing it, how difficult 
it is to be obtained in rainy ſeaſons, and how ill provided 
particular eſtates are with this neceſſary article; the wiſe po- 
licy of N the ole bich duties an coals will appear 
evident. | 


Natural Hiflory.—Under the head of natural hiſtory, may 
be mentioned various ſorts of granite, with which the parih 
abounds. A very beautiful ſpecies of a dark blue colour ij 
found in the N. E. corner of it, which appears to great ad- 
vantage in a very elegant houſe building by one of the heri- 
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tors ® at Cairneſs, in the pariſh of Lonmay. Another ſpecieg | 
of a lighter colour, but alſo very beautiful, is found at Cairn- 
gall ; frequent ſpecimens of which are to be ſeen in London 
and other parts of England. Of both ſpecies very large 
pieces are frequently cut out, fit for pillars of 12 and 1, and 
ſometimes 20 feet high. Their hardneſs, however, renders 
one unfit n e the n orders of een re. 


Diſeaſer.— About 3 years ago, the putrid ſore throat cut 
off a good many (principally young perſons); in ſome in- 
ſtances 4 out of a family. Graveliſn complaints are alſo fre- 


quent, which perhaps may, in ſome meaſure, be attributed 


to the great quantities of beer uſed, and to the little pains 
taken in preparing it. Rheumatiſms, too, are common. 
Frequent fogs in the ſummer, ariſing from the low wet 
grounds and moſſes in the pariſh, and ſudden changes of 
weather, occaſioned by our peninſular ſituation between the 
German Ocean, on the one hand, and the Murray Frith, on 
the other, ſeem to point out their cauſes. But notwithſtand- 
ing theſe mementos of frailty, the climate, on the whole, 
may be termed healthy. And though no very extraordina- 
ry inſtances of longevity can be mentioned, few pariſhes can 
produce a greater number of perſons * che age of fours 
ſcore, 


Hifory.—This article would be almoſt entirely confined to 
the hiſtory of private families, and of the changes which land- 
ed property has undergone in the pariſh (circumſtances too 
minute and unintereſting, to merit a place in a Statiſtical Ac- 
count of a country) did not one part of it give ſome indica» 
tions of its havin g been the ſcene of public and national conteſt. 


Charles Gordon of Buthlaw, Eſq; 
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This is the part of the pariſh where it joins Cruden. On the 
declivity of a hill, which ſeparates the two pariſhes, ther, 
axe ſtill viſible a great number of tumuli, or ſmall cairns, i 
which are found ſquare apartments, formed by rough ſtones, 
of from 18 inches to 2 feet, and containing aſhes or red 
earth. At a {mall diſtance from theſe, and nearly on the 
higheſt part of the hill, is a cairn of a much larger ſize, of 
an elliptical form, and meaſuring in circumference about 
400 fect at its baſe. It is well known by the name of Cairn 
Catto ; and ſome traditionary legends connect its hiſtory with 
;imilar cairns in the parith of Cruden, and in ſome of the 
neighbouring pariſhes, along the Murray Frith, as well as 
with the idea of a foreign invaſion. At the bottom of the 
bill are ſome ſprings, known by the name of the Remp, or 
Camp-awells ; and a little farther to the Weſt, on the oppo, 
fte riſing ground, is a field, which till bears the name of 
the Battle-fauld, 


Language —The Buchan dialect has been long famous ſor 
che want of that neatneſs of articulation, and of that elegance 
of ſound and accent, by which the Southern and more culti- 
vated nations have characteriſed their reſpective languages 
In proportion as language becomes more refined, the uncouti 
guttural is either entirely excluded, or very much ſoftened, 
In the Engliſh and French, and indeed in all the Southern 

Janguages, 1t 1s not to be found. In German, Dutch, and 
Scotch, and the other northern dialects of Europe, it is con- 
ſtantly recurring, and ſeems to point out their common ori- 
gin, independent of etymology. But where any attention has 
been paid to the cultivation of theſe dialects, the guttura 
and harſh ſounds of the g and ch, have been almoſt entirely 
done away, and either ſoftened into the reſemblance of /, 9 


hardened into that of 2. Any perſon will be ſenſible of this 
; | Who 
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who has heard the pronounciation of Dutch from the moutk 
of a well educated Dutchman; and ſtill more, if he has at- 
tended the theatre at Dreſden or Leipſic. In this corner we 

retain all the broadneſs of articulation, and, I am ſorry to 

add, all the vulgarity of idiom, metaphor, and accent, which 
is to be met with in any part of the world. And it is pro- 

bable that we ſhall retain theſe peculiarities of language 
longer than moſt places equally diſtant from the capital; be- 

cauſe, except the reſort of ftrangers to Peterhead, during the 

water-ſeaſon, few viſit us; and, of conſequence, little of that 

intercourſe is enjoyed, by which language is ſo materially af- 
ſected. If the degree of mental cultivation in a country be 

commenſurable by the ſtate in which a language is found, 

(which is not a very uncommon rule) then we muſt not 
ſtate our pretenſions very high. But the phraſe, mental cul- 

tration, is not very definite z and many minds might be 
pointed out, to whoſe improvement their language would be 
a very imperfect index. That ſelection of agreeable meta- 
phors, and that poliſh of articulation and accent, which are 
too often conſidered as the moſt eſſential ingredients in good 
language, are rather the effect of a cultivated taſte, than of 
a cultivated underſtanding. And though we may be obliged 
to give up the former, it is not neceſſary, on that account, to 
give up all pretenſions to the latter. On the contrary, the 
pariſh contains a body of men very reſpectable for their know- 
ledge and education, if their circumſtances and purſuits in 
life be properly attended to. | 


Provincial Character. The character of the inhabitants of 
Buchan, in general, ſeems to differ conſiderably from that of 
the inhabitants of the other counties, and even of the other 
Uſtrits of the ſame county. They have not their livelineſs 
ok imagination, nor their warmth of feeling. They ſeem to 

occupy 


# 
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occupy a place in the ſcale of national character nearer th 
phlegm of Dutchmen, than the other inhabitants of Scotland 
in general. The writer of the preſent article was forcibly 
ſtruck with this obſervation, when he firſt ſettled in the pa- 
riſh; and its truth has been confirmed by a few years expe. 
rience. He has frequently attempted to account for it. Al. 
though political inſtitutions have a greater influence oy 
general character than almoſt any other cauſe, yet the ap- 
pearance of a country operates with an uniform and unceal. 
ing, and therefore with a very powerful effect on the minds 
of its inhabitants. And it is to this cauſe that the peculiari- 
ty of character above-mentioned may, perhaps, in a great 
- meaſure, be aſcribed. A conftant uniformity in the appear- 
ances of nature atound us, gives no ſcope for that violent a. 
gitation, which fo frequently takes place in the breaſts of 
Swiſs and Scotchmen, when they contemplate their moun- 
tains, their woods, and their precipices. Our mental con. 
ſtitution, therefore, naturally ſcttles into a ſpecies of unifor- 
mity, analogous to the country which we inhabit ; and the 
leſs elevated and romantic emotions, raiſed by intereſt and 
mutual intercourſe, take the lead in forming the character. 
Such ſeems to be tlie caſe with the inhabitants of this corn- 
er of Scotland. The conſequences are, fewer characters 
very ſtrongly marked, and more diſſiculty in changing men- 
tal habits. In this reſpect, there exiſts a ſtrong ſimilarity be- 
tween the character of the boors in Holland, and that of the 
_ peaſants in this part of Scotland. The latter, however, po- 
ſeſs a greater ſhare of general knowledge ; the former a far 
more intimate and accurate d4cquaintance with their own par- 
ticular department. It is between theſe two claſſes that 
compariſon, with regard to provincial and national charac- 
ter, can be inſtituted with the greateſt propriety. Becauſe 
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knowledge and extenſive intercourſe generally bri ng the ti A 


erranks nearly to a level in all countries ; exceptin a few par- 
ticulars, which are not very eſſential to character. It will be 


readily perceived that this is a ſubject perfectiy diſtinct from 
that of moral and religious character, which: is mentioned | in 
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UNITED PARISHES or SOUTH 
RONALDSAY AND BURRAY, | 


on 
(PrESBYTERY oF Orkney, SyNoD AND County os Ons, fn ; 
NEV.) gs. 
5 a tr 
i DA | LO. the 
By the Rev. Mr James Wartson, Miniſter, me 
ee e = | 7 
Phe 3 3 ...... 8 65 
f | | bo! 
Situation and Extent. fy1 
Soor 3 88 bo 
oUTH Ronaldſay is a populous iſland in the moſt ſouth- br 
ern extremity of the county of Orkney, about 6 miles long N 
and 3 miles broad, in which there are two pariſhes, called Fe 
South pariſh and North pariſh of South Ronaldſay. It proba- | * 
| bly derives its name from Ronald, a Daniſh Count, and South th 
is prefixed to diſtinguith it from North Ronaldfay, the moſt T 
nothern iſland in Orkney. South Ronaldfay is bounded by 4 
the Pentland Firth on the South and Weſt, by the German 1 
Ocean on the Eaſt, and by the Ferry of Water Sound, about! 2 
mile broad, which divides it from Burray, on the North, - 
Thefe is a ſmall iſland, about a mile long, and half a mile | 
broad, called Swinna, lying near the middle of the Pentland 0 
Firth, containing 21 ſouls, which makes a part of the South t 

pariſh South Ronaldſay. It is ſeparated from South Ronald. 

en ſay 
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fay by a branch of the Pentland Firtli, tlirough which ſhips of 
any burden may paſs. Swinna is a barren inhoſpitable iſland, 
expoſed on all fides to the utmoſt rage of the Pentland Firth., 

What probably induced any perſon at firſt to dwell in it, was 
the hope of high wages from pilotage. Though, at new 
and full moon, the tide runs againſt this illand at the rate 
of nine miles an hour, yet t there are few iuſtances of wreeks 
on it: For the reſiſtance which the rocks give to che violence 
of the large current, produces a ſmall current running along 
its ſhore to each end of the iſland: Thus, it gives to many 
a trembling mariner a moſt agreeable diſappointment. When 
the ſtrong large tide carries him ſo near, that he every mo- 
ment expects his bowſprit to ſtrike againſt the rocks, and his 


veſſel to fall to pieces under him, he is dehghtfully ſurpriſed 


to feel a current coming from Swinna, which turns him a- 


bout in a moment, and ſafely conduẽts e round its terri- 


fying rocks. 

Burray is an ifland about 4 miles long and one mile broad 
bounded by Water Sound on the South ; Holm Sound, 3 miles 
broad, which ſeparates it from the pariſh of Holm, on the 
North; and the German Ocean on the Eaſt. Theſe pariſhes 


are a 150 of the presbytery of Kirkwall, and ſynod of Ork- 
ney. Beſides the three inhabited iſlands above mentioned, 


there are, within the bounds of theſe pariſhes, three uninha- 
bited green iſlands called Glemſholm, Horda, near Burray, 
and Pentland Skerry, about 6 miles South from South Ron- 
aldſay, near the middle of the Eaſt end of the Pentland 


Firth. On theſe iſles, each of which is about a mile long, 
and half a mile broad, ſheep and cattle are fed. There is a 


light-houſe to be erected this year on the Pentland Skerry, 
which will unqueſtionably be attended with manifold advan- 
tages to the ſhipping, coming to the Pentland Firth, through 
292 which 
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_ which, it is computed; there paſs, at an average, nine veſſels 
1 daily. Near this Pentland Skerry, there are two or three 
other ſkerries or rocks, on which there 1s ant nouriſhment 


for any tame e creature. 


Sail ny Produce —The arable md] in i theſe iſles] is ſituated 


along the ſhores. The ſoil in Swinna is ſhallow, compoſed of 


ſome black earth, gravel, and ſand. The ſoil of Burray may, 
in general, be called a light dry ſand, mixed in a few places 
with ſome coarſe clay. In the month of July, the bear and 
oats in it promiſe a rich crop; but in Auguſt or September, 
when the ear demands a greater degree of nouriſhment, it is 
refuſed ; the conſequence of which is, that the grain is ill 6- 
led, ſmall, and hungry. But in no part, perhaps of the king- 
dom, can there be ſeen a richer or more beautiful crop of 


natural graſs mixed with, white and red clover. Potatoes, 


turnips, peaſe, onions, carrots, cabbages, grow on it to great 


perfection. It 1s the ſole property of Sir Thomas Dundas, 


and it is let in tacks to his factor, who has very much im- 


proved his breed of cattle, by raifing a great abundance of as 


excellent turnips as can be found in Scotland. Glimſholm, 


and particularly Burray, abounds with rabbits. It is com- 
puted, that they produce annually about 2000 ſkins, The 
ſoil of South Ronaldſay is extremely various in different 

parts of the iſland, and even different in the ſame field. It 
_ conſiſts of clay, black loams, ſand, and moſs. In ſome pla- 

ces, the ſail is of an excellent quality, but almoſt every where 
| ſhallow. In all the Orkney iſles, the plough generally touches 
a rocky or gravelly bottom. For want of incloſurers, there 


is no ſown graſs :—But large quantities of ground have, from 


time immemorial, been left to produce natural graſs, on 
which te horſes and cattle are tied throughout the ſum- 
mer, 
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mer, à part being reſerved for natural hay, which i is uſed i Ws 
winter and {pring. 


Preſent State f Agriculture in theſe ifles farming is in a 


very rude ſtate indeed. The hand of art gives little aſſiſt- 
tance to that nature. Almoſt every farmer is a fiſher, and 


a kelp manufaQurer. The ſame man may be ſeen, in a Ju- 


ly morning carrying earth to his dunghill; in the forenoon, 
catching fiſh in the ſea; and, in the afternoon, burning kelp 
on the ſhore. Some of the pooreſt people dig their ground 


with a dit of iron about 3 inches broad, fixed on the end of 
2 long ſtick. Fallowing is not uſed : there is no change of 


ſeed ; there is no proper rotation of crops. Small bear or 


big, and black oats, have been ſown alternately on the fame 
held for ſeveral hundred years. The ſeed-oats never enter 


into a riddle, but are held up to the wind either in a man's 


hands, or in a creel, called a coſie, made of ſtraw. The 
bear ſeed is put through a riddle, but the ſmall grains are 
not ſeparated from it with any degree of care. Every far- 


mer has a ridge of potatoes, which he plants with ſkill, and 


weeds with great care; and he is abundantly repaid. One 
half of his farm is ſown with oats, which being generally 
full of weeds, gives a very poor return; the other half with 


bear, which, being manured with plenty of rich farm dung 


or ſea-weed, yields a tolerable crop. 'The plough has two 
ſtilts, and is drawn by four horſes yoked in pairs. Many of 
the farmers uſe harrows with wooden teeth, which are drawn 
not diagonally, but with the broad fide foremoit, by a rope 
fed in the middle of the harrow. The plough, which is 
lo light that a man can lift it in his hand with eaſe, turns the 
ground very imperfectly. It requires all the ploughman's 
lirength to keep it in the ground. And the force which he 

applies 
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applies for this purpoſe, occaſions as hard a pull to the horſes 
as if the plough was of a heavier make. If two or three hoxr: 

ſes or oxen be yoked in the harrows, there is a perſon ap- 
pointed to lead each horſe or ox. Sometimes the horſe, 
and ſometimes the women, carry out on their backs, in creel; 
made of ſtraw, called cafies, the dung to the fields. Though 
the poſt goes weekly South and North through theſe pariſles 
of Ronaldſay and Burray, yet there never was a road made 

in either. Of conſequence few carts are uſed. It is no un- 


common thing to ſee fix perſons with fix e carrying to 
the mill three bolls of bear. 


The tenants in general are tenants at will South Ro- 
naldſay belongs to 33 different proprietors, few of whom re- 
| fide in it. In the mixture of their property, there is a kind 

of regular confuſion, which bids defiance to incloſures, and 
ſtifles the very idea of improvement. In winter, the horſes 
and cattle wander through, and poach the fields, and many 
hundreds of hogs are digging holes and ditches in them, and 
in the meadow ground, by night and by day. Some farm- 
ers in Burtay ſowed ſome of their fields about two years 2. 
go with oats, without any other ploughing than what they 
received from the noſes of the hogs. And they were of o- 
pinion, that as it was a light ſandy ſoil, they had a better crop, 
and fewer weeds, than if they had turned it up with the 
plough. The ſeaſon for ſowing oats is generally in April, 
for bear in May; and they are reaped in September and Oc- 
tober. Amidſt all the errors in farming already mentioned, 
there is one practice in harveſt prevails in theſe pariſhes, 


which the writer gladly begs leave to recommend to the at- 


tention of thoſe in the Highlands of Scotland, or wherever 
the crop is in danger of being rotted by rain; and it is this 
every ſheaf, after it is cut, is bound, and ſet on its end, in 
kind of triangular poſition, the crop broke gently down; It 

they 
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they are tumbled over by a gale of wind, they are ſet up as 
before; when tolerably dry, they are put together in one, two, 
or three thraves, more or leſs, according to the dryneſs, and 


built on the field in the ſame round form, as in the barn- 


yard, but more looſely, for admitting air; on the top they 
are placed very compact, and faſtened to each other, to pre- 


rent their falling. By theſe means, the invention of neceſ- 


ſity, in a damp, rainy climate, an Orkney farmer, though it 


ſhould have rained in the forenoon, can carry his grain from 


his field to his barn-Fard 3 in the afternoon 3 and he alen does 
it it with — 


Climate. —It admits of no doubt that ſmall iſles, in ſuch a 
high latitude, are bleſſed with a pure air, and a wholeſome 
climate. Of conſequence, the inhabitants enjoy perhaps a 
better {tate of health, without the phyſicians aid, than thoſe 
of Mid-Lothian or Middlefex. The climate of Orkney dif- 
fers not much from that of other places on the Eaſt and 
North Eaſt coaft of Scotland, but owing to ſome local caules, 
it is more uncertain and variable. For three months in ſum- 
mer the weather is generally ſettled, and the ſea ſerene. E- 
very creature by land and water 1s in motion, and appears 
happy. In June, the rays of the ſun ſeem unwilling to de- 
part. They retire not above half an hour. At this ſeaſon, 


when the ſun dips into the Atlantic, the appearance of nu- 


merous rocks and ifles ſcattered through the ocean, the mo- 


tion of boats and ſhips innumerable, thouſands of cattle 


grazing on the land, and many more thoufands of filhes, 
great and fmall, jumping in the water, preſents a ſcene tru- 
ly delightful, and awfully grand. But ſometimes, in Auguſt 
or September, a ſtrong gale of wind ſuddenly changes this 
ſcene into ſadnefs. The ſame force of wind, which, in the 


interior parts of Scotland, produces no bad effect, is, among 
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narrow iſlands, waſhed on all ſides by the German and At. 
lantic oceans, attended with material injury to boats, ſhips, 
and the growing corn. The ſea, ariſing from its bed, daſhes a. 
gainſt the rocks: the winds waft its ſpray over the ſurface of 
the iſles ;—and thus the crop, Boum Labores, the huſbandmar 
ſupport and hope throughout the year, is blaſted in an hour, 
Boats are overſet, ſhips are wrecked, and the hardy mariners 
periſh. ; 
White are the decks with foam, the 5 loud 
Howl ofer the maſts, and ſing through every ſhroud ; 

Pale, trembling, tir'd, the ſailors freeze with fears, 

And inſtant death on every wave appears. 
Lands on a Weſt or South Weſt expoſure are moſt liable to 
damages from this cauſe. After a ſtorm of this kind, the 
{talk of oats or bear whitens, conſumes, and dies. But if the 
ſtorm has not been very violent, and if it be immediately ſuc- 
ceeded by rain, many of the ſtalks recover their colour, and 
part of their former vigour. Even the natural graſs eſcapes 
not altogether unhurt. There is leſs froſt and ſnow, and a 
more equal temperature, as to heat and cold, in Orkney, than 
can be found perhaps in any other county of Scotland. 


Harbors —Widewall bay lies on the Weſt ſide of South 


 Ronaldſay, and has a good opening to the Pentland Frith 
and to Stromneſs. Ships of 500 or 600 tons burden, parti- 
cularly thoſe from the Baltic, Weſtward bound, frequently 
ride in it with fafety. On the North end of the ſame iſland, 


there is another harbour, called St Margaret's Hope, which, 


for ſmall veſſels, is one of the ſafeſt and beſt in the kingdom. 


It is much frequented by lobſter ſmacks, belonging to Mr 


Selby and Co. London, and to the Nortumberland Fiſhing So- 
ciety. | For a coniiderable time paſt, different Engliſh Com- 
panies have proſecuted this fiſhery, and, ſtrange to tell] it is 
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the only fiſhery that is proſecuted in Orkney. This fiſhing 
generally begins in March, and continues until June ; begins 
again in October, and continues until December. Orkney- 
men are employed to catch the lobſters, and the ſmacks call 


weekly to receive them. They cannot be caught in the day 


ume. Two men in a ſmall boat, in the night, may catch 
from 50 to 100, more or leſs, each night, and they receive 


for each 7 farthings. This fiſhery unqueſtionably brings mo- 
ny into the country; but as the fiſhers are employed in it a 


part of the year, and learn, during the other part of it, ha- 


bits of idleneſs and extravagance, it is, upon the whole, doubts - 


fol whether 1 it be uſeful. or not to the country. 


Hieh Rocks and Curinis SN South Ronaldfay there 


are three headlands or rocks, preſenting a bold front to the 


ocean, calted: Barſick Head, on the weſt fide ; Halero Head 
and Stores H-ad, on the eaſt fide, each about 250 feet per- 


pendicular above the level of the ſea. There is a ſmall ſtone 
erected in Sandwick, another near Stores, and a large one 


near the manſe, about 14 feet high, 2 feet broad, and 8 
inches thick. About theſe ſtones conjecture is ent and e- 
Yen n tradition tells not a lie. h 


Antiquities The Roman Catholic Religion had once a 


firm footing in theſe iſles. In thoſe days, South Ronald- 
fay was the deanery of Orkney, and its clergyman provoſt of 
the cathedral: There are yet to be ſeen in this iſland the 


ruins of 4 old chapels. It is believed that ſome of them 


vere erected by miriners, who, deſpairing of life in tempeſts 
at fea, vowed to build a church « on their arrival at the firſt 


barbour. 


At the chapel near St Margaret's Hope, burnt earth and 


ſtones, pieces of deer's horns, and human bones, have been 
e frequently 
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frequently dug up. There are alſo ſome remains of Pig 
houſes, and watch-towers, in different parts of the iſland. 
But, in treating on this ſubject, the inquiſitive mind every 
where meets with darknelg viſible. 


Mill —There » plenty of good ſpring well water in theſe 
pariſhes, but not ſo abundant as to form a lake or river. A. 
bout 5 or 6 months yearly, the mills are ſupplied with water 
by rain from the heavens. There is one water mill in Bur- 
ray; but that iſland is fo dry that it is ſeldom able to grind 
much of the ſubtenants grain. For this purpoſe, they muſt 


croſs over ſeas; and, to comfort them in this labour, theß 


muſt pay multure at the mill where they grind, and alſo at 
their own, where they cannot grind. There are 4 water 
mills in South Ronaldſay, at which the 12th part of oats, 
and the 14th of bear, are paid. The two wind-mills, lately 
erected in it, grind bear only, and are paid with the 16th part, 
Kelp is made from the weeds which grow below the flood 

water mark, of which there are 4 different ſpecies, technical- 
ly named, and accurately diſtinguiſhed, by Linnzus. As the 
| ſea ebbs, theſe weeds are cut with hooks, carried above the 
flood water mark on barrows, and, after being ſpread and 
dried, they are burnt in a round hole dug in the earth, built 
about with ſtones. The ſubſtance extracted by burning 
from theſe weeds, in its liquid ftate, ſomewhat reſembles tar, 
or melted lead. When cool, it becomes hard as the ſolid 
rock. It is uſed in the manufacture of ſoap, allum, coarſe 
and fine glaſs, &c. There are about 125 tons of kelp made 
annually in theſe pariſhes. This is a valuable ſource of wealth 
to theſe iſles ; and could a method be found out, during the 
burning operation, to preſerve the kelp in a ſound ſtate, and 
at the ſame time free from impure mixtures of earth, ſand, 


and ſtones, it would very conſiderably extend its uſe, and en- 
| hauce 
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hance its price. This is a great deſideratum, ſor which Ork- 
ney ought to give a thouſand guineas as a premium. 


Feclefraftical State of theſe Pariſhes. Sir Thomas Dundas of 
Kerſe, Baronet, is patron. There is a new manſe and offices 
building, by the authority, and under the direction of the 
Court of Seſſion. The church of the South pariſh was re⸗ 
built about 5 years ago. The church of Burray needs 
ſome repair. The North pariſh church walls have for ſeve- 


ral years ſtood without a roof, expoſed to all the winds of 


hearen. There never was a parochial ſchool in the charge, 
Lady Charlotte Dundas has, within theſe laſt ſeven years, 
with a liberal humanity, exerted herſelf to promote ſome uſe- 


ful plan of education. For this purpoſe, ſhe has repeatedly 
ſent quantities of writing paper, and a variety of well choſen 
books to the miniſter, to be diſtributed among the poor and 
ignorant. William Jamiſon, Eſq; a native of South pariſh 


South Ronaldſay, who went about 34 years ago to Hudſon's 
Bay, where he till reſides as a factor for the Company, 
wrote laſt year to Andrew Graham, Eſq; his friend and a- 
gent in Edinburgh, and alſo to the miniſter, to appropriate 
20 |. Sterling a year, as a ſalary to a ſchoolmaſter in the pa- 
riſn where he was born. There are no diſſenters ov ſectaries 
of any kind in theſe pariſhes. No miſchief is dreaded here, 


either from the flame of fanaticiſm, or the fire of ſedition. 


Inſtead of ſectaries, eager about building new churches, there 


is generally a law ſuit, at the inſtance of the miniſter, for re- 
pairing or rebuilding the old ones. The greateſt part of the 


miniſter's ſtipend 1s paid in kind, principally in bear and but- 
ter. The yearly average value of it may be called 85 1. Ster- 
ling. 


Bra POPULATION. 
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PorvLation. 
No. of families in South Ronaldſey, * - 
| * ſouls i in ditto | LEO EW 5 8 25 
— ſouls in Burray . . - 


— - ſouls i in | Swinna 3 8 1 


x "1% 


Total number i in | the nv, 
No. of bapriſins i in South ner for 1791 are 


for 1792 are 


— r in ĩt N "far 1 1791 are 

— — for 1792 are 

. — for 1793 are 

In the South pariſh of South Rovaldſay the No. of ſouls are 

In the North pariſh of ditto 4 - - 
| Males 1 — | = | * a 
Females . 3 - | | 482 


Children under 8 years of * "ES * | 138 


JV. led Rent, Stock, Ge. The valued rent of South Ron- 
aldſay, Burray, and Swinna is 3512 1. Scots. It i i extremely 
difficult to ſtate with preciſion the real rent, as it is paid in 
money, in bear, malt, meal; in butter, oil, hogs, geeſe, hens, 
and ſervices. By a rough calculation, the preſent yearly rent 
of theſe pariſhes, N kelp, may be called 1 509 |, Ster. Lay 


ling. | 
'The No. of horſes 1 in South Ronalefay are - 674 ; 
No. of carts in ditto 7 - : 23 80 
No. of cows in dns > - TY 455 hi 
No. of ſheep in ditto — 746 to 
No. of hogs in ditto _— f 3 — 249 | ch 
No. of fiſhing boats in ditto =» - | 51 | 
No. of flocks and geeſe tl - 20 0 
No. of ankers of ſpirits conſumed yearly in ditto \ x03 
Prices of Labour, Proviſions, &re—The wages for 2 prin- 5 
? cipal man ſcrvant for farming, is yearly from 3 1. to 4 |. Ster- 5 


Or 
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ing; for an ordinary man ſervant, from 2 guineas to 50 8; 
for a boy, from 20 8. to 2583 for a female ſervant ſor farm- 
ing, a guinea. In harveſt, a man ſervant 12 8. to 15 8.; 2 
female ſervant, for harveſt, from 5s. to 78. There is little 
or no demand for day-labourers, and when there is, few or 
none can be found. Sometimes they are paid with 4 d. 
ſometimes with od, and victuals four times each day. 


The ſmall horſes, generally brought to theſe pariſhes from 


Caithneſs, and Strathnaver, only one year old, are bought at 
from 21. to 5 l. Sterling; and they are begun to work when 
two years old. After eight years of age, or more, they are 
generally (old again at nearly the ſame prices to the inhabi- 


tants of the countries from whence they came. The price 
of an ox, when young, that will weigh about 18 ſtone, 
is from 3 1. to 4 l. Sterling; of a young cow that will weigh 


about 15 ſtone, from 50 8. to 31. Sterling; a wedder 5 8. 
or 683 a lamb 20d. or 283 a hog from 68. to 10s; a 
gooſe 1 8. or 1 s. 2d; a hen 5d. or 6d; a dozen of eggs 2d. 
and 24; a ſtone of potatoes 3d; a ſtone of oatmeal 1 8. 4d; 
of bear meal 18. 2d; a ſtone of malt 18s; a ſtone of wool 


105. or 1283 a ſtone of butter 6s; a ſtone of cheeſe from 


3s. to 4˙8; a pound of beef, which can only be got from 
Lambmas to Martinmas, at + 


Me lasten Remarks.—There is one ſloop belonging to 
South Ronaldſay, which each ſpring carries ſalt beef, pork, 
hides, tallow, yarn, butter, geeſe, value about 60 l. Sterling, 
to Leith, the produce of theſe pariſhes, and brings back mer- 
chant goods. During the ſummer ſhe is freighted with kelp 
to Dundee, Leith, New Caſtle, Hull, &c. 

There are 3 or 4 merchants at the village of St. Margarets 
Hope, in South Ronaldſay. 

There is one Robert Cromarty, an excellent weaver of ta- 
die cloths and fine linen: There are 6 other weavers of coarſe 
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fuf: There are four blackſmiths, and 6 or 7 coblers, Ty 
the employers of the former mult furniſh iron and coals 
and of the latter, hemp and leather. There are in theſe Das 
riſhes 2 indifferent, and 2 tolerably good i inns; the houſes for 
felling ale and ſpirits are by far too numerous. There + 
alſo one good ſquare wright, and 3 or four of inferior {kl}: 
There are 2 fidlers, and one piper, who profeſſes by mean; 
of his muſic, to baniſh the rats from their habitations. Their 
is one notary public, who has property in South Ronaldſay, 
and occaſionaly reſides in it. Corbies, crows, and often 
eagles, are found in theſe pariſhes: They often do con- 
ſiderable damage to the corn, lambs, and poultry. Gull 
ſcarfs, kitty-weaks, rock-pidgeons, plovers, ſnipes, ſolon 
_ geeſe, larks, rails, and ducks of all kinds, abound. There ar 


no hares or foxes to be found, and it is ſaid they cannot lire 


in Orkney. There is no inſtance remembered of a dog being 
mad: Muir fowl are numerous in many iſles of this coun- 


try, but for want of heath, few or none can be found in tteſe 
pariſhes: ES 


Fiſher —Cod, ling, ſkate, turbet, haddocks, fillocks, quith 
or cuddens, lobſters, cockles, are found around theſe ifſes in 
ſuch abundance, that almoſt every perſon ſupplies himſel, 


and few or none are ſold. The price offered by the purchi 


fer is not a ſufficient compenſation for the labour and eu 
pence of the fiſher. On account of the high duties on al 
very few indeed are cured for market. Conſequently thoſ 
who do not fiſh, or have no ſhare of a boat, are at all times 
ill ſupplied, and in ſtormy weather, even thoſe who do fil 
mult reſt ſatisfied with the ſour fiſh, which are dried by the 
ſun and air, or by the ſmoke and fire in their houſes. la 
July and Auguſt, ſhoals of herrings, numerous as the ſand 
on the ſea ſhore, are ſen around theſe pariſhes z but for watt 


of nets, falt, &c. none are gaught or cured here. 
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Churacter and Manners of the People. There are few or 
no inſtances of any perſons being convicted of capital crimes; 
wut petty theft is very frequent. There are no Juſtices 
of Peace to puniſh this vice; and if there were, it would be 
extremely difficult to convict the delinquent ; becauſe there 
s a very general belief, that whoſoever is concerned in 
bringing the guilty to puniſhment, will never thrive. 
Within theſe laſt ſeven years, the miniſter has been twice 
interrupted in adminiſtering baptiſm to a female child, be- 
fore the male child, who was baptized immediately af- 
ter. When the ſervice was over, he was gravely told, that 
he had done very wrong, for as the female child was firſt 
baptized, ſhe would, on her coming to the years of diſcre- 
cretion, moſt certainly have a ſtrong beard, and the boy 
would have none. No couple chuſes to marry except with 
a growing moon, and ſome even wiſh for a flowing tide. 
The exiftence of fairies and witches is ſeriouſly believed by 
ſome, who, in order to protect themſelves from their attacks, 
draw imaginary circles, and place knives in the walls of 
houſes. The worſt conſequence of this ſtuperſtitious belief 
is, that when a perſon loſes a horſe or cow, it ſometimes hap- 
pens that a poor woman in the neighbourhood is blamed, 
and knocked in ſome part of the head, above the breath, un- 
tl the blood appears. But in theſe pariſhes there are many 
decent, honeſt, and ſenſible people, who laugh at ſuch abſur- 
ities, and treat them with deſerved contempt. The paſſion 
of the young men for a ſea faring life nothing can exceed, ex- 
cept their averſion to a military one. Four or five young men 
have this winter voluntarily entered on board his Majeſty's 
navy, Every year ſeveral young men go to Greenland or 


Iceland fiſhing, to Hudſon's Bay, or on board ſome mer- 


chant ſhip : All of them prove to be excellent iailors. And 


it 


% © © Statiſtical Account 


it Is believed, that they are more induftrious abroad thin 3 

home. In no country are the people more tenacious of thei 

old cuſtoms than here There are 3 churches in the mini. 

er's charge, at which he preaches by turns; but few of the 
people are diſpoſed to attend divine worſhip, except once in 
the three weeks at their own pariſh church. 


Meant 35 avhich the Situation of the People could be chniord 
red. On this part of the ſubject, the writer enters with dif. 
fidence. For he is abundantly ſenſible, that it is much eaſier 
to find fault with what is, than to propoſe proper practicable 
remedies. Anxious, however, about the proſperity, and ar. 

dently wiſhing to promote the induſtry of theſe pariſhes, he 
begs leave to ſubmit to the conſideration of the difcerning 
tew, the following improvements : 

Imo, A good road for the poſt, through the middle of the 
Mands of Burray and South Ronaldſay, _ 

2do, That the proprietors grant at leaſt a nineteen years 

leaſe, to each of their tenants, for a certain rent, one half of 
which to be payable in money, the other half in kind; the 
money rent to be paid in 6 months after his entry, the rent 
in kind in 18 months after his entry, and ſo on during the 
the leaſe. Each tenant to receive from his proprietor one 
or two carts, at the option of the tenant, the value of which 
to be eſtimated by two perſons mutually choſen, and paid by 
the tenant in ſuch moities, and in ſuch time as can be agreed 
No ſervices to be demanded of the tenant. 

1 That the tenants be encouraged to labour rather with 
oxen than horſes, many of which die yearly. 

Ato, That there be two ſchools erected in South Ronald- 
ſay, and one in Burray, for the education of youth. 
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Sto, That there be two houſes in Burray, and three in 


South Ronaldſay, and no more, allowed to ſell ſpirits and ale. 

Emo, That every farmer ſhall keep his beſtial — 
the year on his own ground. 

imo, That the proprietors ſhall :nſtrudt and 1 adviſe thais 
tenants, frequently to change their ſeed. oats and "wen and to 
dreſs both with {kill and care. 

8vo, That if a ſoaperie, roperie, or hive fiſhery, were 
eſtabliſhed near the harbours of Widewall Bay and St. Mar- 
garet's Hope, in addition to the improvements above re 
commended, the writer would not deſpair of ſeeing the in- 
habitants of theſe pariſhes, as induſtrious in their ſtations, 
and as comfortably eaſy in their circumſtances, as could be 
found in this, or any other pariſh in the North of Scotland. 
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NUMBER XIX. 
PARISH oy CAMPSIE, 


(PRESBYT ERY OF GLASGOW, SYNOD OF GLASGOW AND Arx, 
Eos - Counry OF mama 


By the Rev. Mx. Janss Laesris, Miniſter. 


Situation and Name. 


g * pariſh of Campſie meaſures eight Engliſh miles in 
length, and feven in breadth, following the two great lines of 
road which interſect the pariſh nearly at right angles; 


the mean length is about ſix miles, and the mean breadth fix, 


containing 36. ſquare miles; and allowing only 400 acres to 
every ſquare mile, the amount will be 14400 acres; it con- 


tains 101 plough gates of land, and is valued at 6429 pounds 


Scots. 5 
It 


& This pariſh, previous to the disjunction in the 1649, made a particular 


diſtrict of country by itſelf, not a little marked by peculiar manners and cuſ- 


toms. It was bound on the North, by a range of hill running parallel to the 


Strath for near ten miles; on the South, by the river Kelvin, which, in theſe _ 


days, formed a ſwamp impaſlible in winter; on the Eaſt, the Gurrel Glen 
became another natural barrier; on the Weſt, Craig-Maddie Muir and the 
Brawzct Burn ſeparated this diſtrict from Srathblane and Baldernock. 

Campſs 


the 


in; 
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It is bounded on the North, by the pariſh of Fintry; on 


the Welt, by Srathblane and Baldernock ; on the South by 


Calder and Kirkintilloch ; and on the Eaſt by Kilſyth; form- 
ing a diſtinct commiſfariot along with Hamilton, tiled the 


commiffariot of Hamilton and Campſie. 


It is preſumed, that the winding appearance of the ftrath 


in general, and particularly of the glens near which the pa- 


riſh church is ſituated, has given riſe to the name Campſie, 
or Camſi, which, in the Celtic* language, is ſaid to ſignify 
crooked Strath or Glen.—Of courſe, the Clachan of Camp- 


ſie, is, the place of worſhip of the crooked glens. 


Indeed, if we attend carefully to the appearance which this 
diſtrict preſents to thoſe who view it from any of the neigh- 


bouring ſtations, particularly the bending of the hills in the 


form of an amphitheatre, above the village of Clachan, from 
which five ſtreams, pouring down from five winding glens, 
5 1 form 


Campſie, in its original ſtate, was eleven Engliſn miles long, from Weſt 
to Eaſt; its breadth varied on the Weſt march, from Calder houſe to the 


Earl's ſeat, it was at leaſt nine Engliſh miles ; : W on the Eaſt march, ite 


breadth was ſcarcely ſix. 
It contained 150 plough gates of land and was valued at 8 pounds 


Scots. It may be oberved that Campſie is ſituated in the Lennox, and for- 


merly made the eaſtern diviſion of that ancient territorial thaneſhip. In the 
year 1649, the Lords Commiſſioners for Valuation of Teinds, disjoined all 
that part which lay betwixt Inch-Woed Burn and the Garrel Glen on the 
Eaſt, annexing it to the patiſh Monniabrugh, now better know by the name 
of Kilſyth, which portion contained zo plough gates of land, and is rated at 
2090 pounds Scots valution. In like manner they disjoined all that portion 
on the South Weſt, which is ſituated betwixt Balgrochan and the Brawzyet 


Burn, annexing it to the pariſh of Baldernock, containing 21 plough gates of 


land, and valued in the county books at 1241 pounds Scots. Theſe two dis- 
jun& portions will no doubt be deſeribed by the miniſters of the reſpective 
pariſhes to which Soy peleng. 
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form the water of Glazert, this etymology of Camp vill 
not appear * 


External Apt and Soil.—lIt would not be eaſy to re. 
duce the ſuperficial appearance of this pariſh to any regular 
figure; it can neither be ſaid that it is a ſquare, a parallelo- 
gram, or a triangle; the irregular bending of the hills prevent 
the eye from comprehending it in one view, and the bound. 
ing lines of the pariſh have never been accurately meaſured: 
in looſe terms, it may be ſaid to conſiſt of two hills, with a 
conſiderable valley or ſtrath between them; the South hill 
being the continuation of the Kilpatrick Braes, floping gent- 
ly down upon the Glazert and Kelvin; the height is about 
ſeven hundred feet, arable to the top.—Between this South 
brae and the North hill, (better known by the name of 
Campſie Fells,) there is a conſiderable ſtrath, narrow indeed 

on the Weſt, but as it runs Eaſt, it widens into an open 
champaign country. 'The ſurface of the ſtrath is uneven, ex- 
Lepting a few haughs on the Kelvin, and Glazert.—Not that 
the land can be ſtyled rugged or broken ; for almoſt on every 
fide of the gentle ſwells, with which this ſtrath abounds, ſome 
ſmall rivulets collect the waters from the riſing grounds; fo 
that, even ſuppoſing the arable part of the pariſh to be in the 
higheſt ſtate of cultivation, the husbandman would neither 
find it eaſy nor expedie:t to plow the ridges long iu one di- 
rection.— One meets with boggy, ſtannery, croft, and clay 
ground, almoſt in every farm.—The haughs which ly upon 
the Glazert and Kelvin, are compoſed of carried earth, 
brought down from the hills in floods; of courſe, thoſe upon 
the Glazert, as being nearer the hills, contain a conſiderable 
quantity of gravel, and are better calculated for raiſing pota- 
foes, and turnip, The Kelvin haughs, on the other hand, 
being 


being formed of the fleigh which the river depoſits on over- 


is to be preſumed, that the farmers will then make the moſt of 


the excellent ſoil which lyes upon that river. At the kirk of 


Campſie, there is a haugh of near three hundred acres, ca- 


pable of af toy all ſorts of green Rſs at leaſt equal ta 


any in the county, * 


% 


Climate. The climate of this pariſh, like every other part 


in the Weſt of Scotland, conſiſting of hill and dale, is exceed- 
ingly variable; at the ſame time, there is reaſon to believe, 
that more rain falls at the kirk of Campſie than in any of the 
neighbouring pariſhes to the South and Eaſt: Nor is it to be 


wondered that the climate ſhould be wet, when the ſituation 
_of 


* Alho ugh the foil of this pariſh be ſb exceedingly varied, nevertheleſs | 
that part of it which cantains coal and lime, uniformly appears to be clay, 


forming two belts of unequal breadth ; the one upon the North of the wa. 
ter of Glazert, is nearly a thouſand yards i in breadth, commencing about a 
mile Eaſt from the church, and continuing all along the baſe of the hills to 
the eaſtern boundary of the pariſh. The other belt encircles the South braes, 
and its breadth is ſomewhat greater; ſuch is the appearance of the ſurface 
in the Strath. As to the Campſie Fells, which make about two fifths of the 
whole pariſh, they run parallel to the Strath, from one end of the diſtrict to 
the other. The face of the hill is ſomewhat broken with craigs and glens ; 
the ſummit and back part is a deep muir ground, interſperſed with moſs 
bags; the ſoil on the face of the hills produces a ſhort feeding graſs, equal to 
any brae ground in the kingdom; while the muirs are thought to be well 
calculated for the rearing of young black cattle in the more marſhy parts, 
and for keeping ſtocks of ewes upon the drier ground. In general, it may be 
ſaid, that the ſoil in the Weſt end of the pariſh, and particularly North of the 
Glazert, is moſt adapted for paſture; whereas the land on the South and ak 
be, leems fieter for grainy 
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ſlowing its banks, mult be better adapted for the culture of 
beans and wheat; and as the Kelvin, by the new cut which 
is making, will ſpon be confined within its proper chat: nel, it 
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. betwixt the Friths of Forth and Clyde, the vapours which 
collect from either ſea, as they float along, are interceyt. 


leſs, it being a light gravelly bottom, the Strath being wel 
ventilated, and the ſtreams of water, owing to the great de. 
elivity, running off quickly, the pariſh is, upon the whole 
uncommonly healthy. Perhaps the great plenty of coal, which 
enables the meaneſt cottager to obtain a hearty fire, along 
with the uncommon purity of the ſpring water, may not a 
little contribute to the falubrity of a climate which in other 
reſpects might be prejudicial to health from its dampnefz 


os 
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of the owt is SI ROY ; the Campſie Fells being nn 


ed by the high ridge of the mountain; and being thus com. 
preſſed, they deſcend in ſhowers upon the valley; neverthe. 


Whatever other obſervation one might be diſpoſed to make 
on the weather in this diſtrict, it muſt be allowed, that it is 


remarkable for variety ; we have often ſeen ſnow in a morn- 


ing, rain at mid-day, and froſt in the evening, and this alter- 
nately for ſeveral days.—Of courſe, it would be impoſſible to 
ſay, as it is ſaid in ſome parts of the iſland, that ſuch a month 
is dry, or ſuch a month is warm ; the drought of Auguſt 


we have often witneſsed in November, and the tempeſtuous 


ſhowers of February are often experienced in July. 


youth, and how the corn ripened ſooner on the braes than now : 


Water 


+ Old people pretend to ſay that the ſeaſons are altered, and particularly 
that they have become colder; and in corroberation of their opinion, they 
adduce the very flattering but fallacious teſtimony of what they ſelt in their 
The teltt- 
mony of an old man, about what he felt in his youth, when his blood was 
warm, and his ſpirits high, can by no means be conſidered as an uneguivs- 


. cal proof of the ſtate of the weather ; nor is the circumſtance of the corns on 
the high ground ripening ſooner than at preſent, an index of the alteration 


of the ſeaſoms. For we all know, that where the ſoil is thin, and often 
ploughed, the ſcanty meagre crop will be diſpoſed ſooner to whiten, even i 
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Water, Word, and Mountains. This pariſh may 1 he ſaid to 
be uncommonly well watered : In the greateſt drought, the 


zumber of ſprings from the hills afford ſuch quantities of 


water, that the machinery at the different print-fields have a 
conſtant ſupply. There is properly ſpeaking but one river in 


the parith 3 and even this one is on a {mall ſcale ; ; it is formed 


yy three ſtreams, uniting below the kirk of Campkie : it then 
receives the name of Glazert, which is ſaid to fignify 1 in Gæ- 
'c, the water of the gray, or green promontory, alluding 
perhaps to the greenneſs of the hills from whence the ſtreams 
low. The Glazert, allowing or all its windings, runs a- 
bout five Engliſh miles, before it joins the Kelvin oppoſite to 
Kirkintilloch. It runs with confiderable rapidity ; the fall 


rom the kirk of Campſie to the Goyle-bridge being ſomewhat 


more 


he climate ſhould be wetter and colder, than upon well- reſted rich land. As 
ur, however, as we can pronounce any thing certain, relative to the climate, 
* may be ſaid that we have ſcarcely any permanent froſt, till after Chriſt- 
mas; we have ſeldom wind from the North and Eaſt, except in the time ot 


i ſtorm of froſt: and ſnow, and uſually for a ſew days about the beginning of 


May, when in general it is accompanied with an Eaſtland charr, very deſtruc- 
tive to bloſſoms of fruit trees, Our rain in general is from the South Welt ; 
and we ſcarcely ever fail to have our Lammas floods, and our EquinoQtial 
ſtorm, the firſt calculated to lodge our corn, before they are ripe, and the laſt 
to rot them in the ſtuke, Summer 1781 was remarkable for a cold drought, 
which continued ſeveral weeks withering the graſs, and introducing a black 
y upon the corns, which prevented the grain from being ſo plump as uſual, 
1782 was remarkable for being a backward ſeaſon, ſo that ſome of our corns 
were buried below the ſnow on the 31ſt of October. Summer 1783 was re- 
markable for a thick fog, whereby the ſun was ſcarcely viſible for three 
weeks; we felt that ſummer a ſlight ſhock of an earthquake. Our ſum- 
mers, upon the whole, for theſe ſix years bygone, have been rather cold; our 
winters, on the other hand, have been open and freſh, as it is termed, 8 
wet have our ſummers been, as almoſt to countenance the fanciful opinion of 


eld people, that the climate was altogether changed. Summer 1794 has been 


remarkably warm. 
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more than 100 feet, above 20 feet per mile. Beſides iſt 
Glazert, there are no leſs than 19 ſmall burns which fall into 
it. Perhaps to people who have been accuſtomed to reſide 
chiefly in a level country, few ſcenes will appear more truly 
pictureſque than that of the ſtreams of water ruſhing dow 
the fides of the Campſie Fells in a flood, white the top of the 
mountain is COP RN» I blue miſt. This ſtream of 
Water, though highly pictureſque, and exceeding uſeful, is ſtil! 
accompanied with ſome inconveniences: In the 1½ place, 
when there is a great drought, the ſpring water is apt to be 
impregnated too much with mineral water coming from the 


coal-levels, which muſt prove highly prejudicial to the bleach. 


er. In the 2d place, The leaſt ſhower brings down ſucha quan- 
tity of moſs from the hills, as to prove very troubleſome in the 
finer operations of preparing the cloth: the manufacturers, 
however, have contrived in a great meaſure to remedy both, 
defects, by filtrating the water through the fine beds of gri- 
vel, upon which their works are ſituated ; there is one acci- 
dent which happens, againſt the bad effects of which there 
is no guarding, but by turning off the water altogether from 
the works; and that is, when the ſtagnating water in {ome 
old coal-waſte breaks out, it will tinge every ſtone in the fi- 
ver, for miles, and kill every fiſh which comes within its 
poiſonous influence. - We have ſeen the trouts, after ſuch an 
irruption, floating on the ſurface, gathered in baſkets full, and 

caten by the country people, yet no bad effect following from 
_ eating ſuch poiſoned fiſh ®, This diſtrict originally mult 
have been much better wooded than at preſent, as is evident 


from 


The Glazert, in former times, was a great depoſit for ſalmon ſpaw", 
whereby an uncommon quantity of fry was yearly produced, for recruiting 
the fiſherics on the Clyde, the number of its fords and ſand banks being wel 
ealculated for ſuch a nurſery, It is ſaid that the raiſing of the Damhead at 

Dartick 
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from the remains of large trees occaſionally dug up in the 
ſwamps, and of the ſcattered copſe- woods in the glens and 
braes. There are ſtill three conſiderable woods in the pariſh ; 
the three together contain at leaſt one hundred and ten acres 
of ground, and conſiſt of oak, aller, birch, ſaugh, and aſh; 
though the timber of theſe woods be reckoned good, they are 
but of flow growth; the woods upon the banks of Lochlo- 
mond arrive at fuller maturity in 18 years, than the Camp- 
plie wood in 28. 

The different articles made from theſe woods are ſold at 
the following prices on the ſpot : Stobs at 4s. the hundred, 


four feet long; kebbres for houſes at 3s. per dozen, if made 


of birch, and 6s. of aſh ; cart-trees at 1s. and 1s. 4d. the pair. 
A woodman receives 18. 2d. for cutting and making the hun- 
dred ſtobs; and peelers of bark, if men, Is. per day, and wo- 
men 8d. Bark ſells at 158. the boll, 12 ſtone weight? and 

Vor. 8 7 Þ-& : the 


Dartick mills, upon the Kelvin, is the ſole cauſe why the fiſh come not up in 
rodding time to the Glazert. Perhaps there is ſome truth in ſaying that one 
great reaſon of the ſcarcity of ſalmon in the Lande, is the little bees paid to 
che young fry. 

It would at leaſt be an objed to the country at large, and el to 
that city, that greater attention ſhould be paid to this article, ſo that the tri- 
butary ſtreams which formerly ſupplied the Clyde with fry, ſhould not be 
rendered totally uſcleſs. I have not heard of a ſingle ſalmon being ſeen in 
our river for 18 years; whereas, in former days, they were ſo plenty in ſpawn. 
ing time, that it was cuſtomary, though uniawful, for the country lads to go 
out with tor ches made of the dreſſings . int, and with long ſpears to kill 
conſiderable quantities of theſe foul fiſh. | | 

Although ſometimes the water from the ei ads deſtroys the i trouts 
in the Glazert, yet as the glen and burns, at the head of the par iſh, are well 
locked, the river is quickly repleniſhed. 

Our trout ſeems to be of two diſtinct ſpecies ; the muir trout, with the 
black back, is a poor, lank, inſipid fiſh; the Keivin trout. is yellow in the 
ſkin, and much plumper and richer in the fiſh. There is only, one loch in the 


pariſh, containing about 32 acres, where there is a conſiderable quantity of 
verch 
4 . 
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the reſpective proprietors are bound by their leaſes to driyg 
it to market. Although the ſtrath of Campſie be remarkable 
for growing barren-timber, there is much leſs planting, either 
in belts or in hedge-rows, than might have been expected: 
To fay that the ſpirit for planting is only beginning in the end 
of the eighteenth century, in a country ſo galculated by ſol 
and ſhelter to produce fine timber, is not ſaying much to the 
praiſe of our induſtry. 5 As to fruit trees, it may literally be 

affirmed, that there is not one orchard in the whole pariſh; 
therefore it cannot be ſaid, from recent experience, whe. 
ther it be a ſoil adapted for the production of apples or not, 
Conſiderable attention of late, however, hath been paid by the 
_ gentry to their kitchen gardens; it is to be hoped, that the 
ſpirit of gardening, ſo long dormant, will exert itſelf in the 
formation of orchards, and the laying out of plantations : In- 
deed, in a country where grazing is ſo much praCtifed, it is 
rather matter of ſurpriſe to the proprietors themſelves, that 
ſelf-intereſt long ere now ſhould not have led them to form 

Hthelter for their cattle i in winter uf 

Wild Beaſts, and Birds —There are two ſpecies of badge! 
found among the looſe rocks of Campſie Fells, the one ſome 
what reſembling a ſow, the other a dog; the firſt is more arch. 
ed in the back, and is not ſo nimble in turning itſelf; there 
has occaſionally been hams made of it in this place. The 
ſox too is a native of this pariſh; the huntſman ſays, that the 
three 


As to ſmall vegetable productions, they are both exceedingly numerous 
and varied: moſt of the Scotch plants common to glens, woods, and rocks 
are to be found in this diſtrict. Our ingenious friend, Mr David Ure, declares 
that he hath enjoyed conſiderable pleaſure in ſearching for plants in our ſe- 


queſlered vale ; and that his curioſity was not a little gratified. Particularly | 


all the dillcrent ſpecies of the lichen is ſound here, 
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three different kinds peculiar to Britain are found here: The 
gray-hound- fox, with the long buſhy tail, white on the top, 


kulks on the Fells, and is particularly deftruQive to the lambs: 
The other two ſpecies lurk in woods and old waſte coal-pits ; 


the one is low and thick made, of a very dark brown; the 


other very ſmall, of a lively red and a black tip on its tail; 


the laſt are the moſt miſchievous to our poultry, There 
are likewiſe weaſles, otters, polecats, hedgehogs, wild cats; 
and, of late, feveral martins have been ſeen among the rocks. 


As to birds of prey, there are four ſpecies -of hawks ; one 


pair of the gentil falcon breed regularly every year, in the 
Craig of Campſie, a ſpecies much ſought after by ſportſmen ;_ 
we have likewiſe the kiftril, that ſpecies which we perceive 


ſo frequently in the air, fixed in one place, as it were fan- 


ning with its wings, and watching for its ſport : The Goſs- 


hawk, which builds its neſt upon trees in ſequeſtered places, 
is likewiſe a native of this pariſh ; it daſhes through the 
woods with vaſt impetuoſity after its prey; and the ſparrow- 


hawk is ſo common in the upper parts of the ſtrath, that 


the children of the villagers amuſe themſelves by taming 


them; both the ſluggiſh inactive buzzard, and the ſoaring 


glade or kite, are natives of this diſtrict : So common is the 


vlade with us, that its various modes of flight are conſidered. 
a3 an almanack for the weather, and its note is a ſymbol of 
moral conduct; we obſerve, when it ſoars high in the air, it 
propnoſticates good weather; and every boy will tell you that 


it is not for nothing that the glade whiſtles 3 alluding to the 


note of that bird when it glides though the air, watching for 


its prey. The golden eagle uſed formerly to build in our 
rocks, though of late it has diſcontinued the practice; but 
we have a viſit of them annually ſor ſome months in the ſpring 


and early part of the ſummer ; they are commonly known 
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among the ſhepherds, by the name of the earn, a viſit of which 
amongſt the flock is dreaded as much as that of the fox. But 
of all tlie birds of prey amongſt us, the hen-harriers, or white 
aboon-glade, as he is called, is the moſt deſtructive to game, 
both partridges and muirfowl. They breed on the ground a. 
mongſt ruſhes in the muirs, and fly low along the ſurface of 


the earth in ſearch of prey; the corbie or raven, the hooded 


or carrion crow, rooks, jackdaws, and the red legged crow, are 
natives of this diſtrict. There are about ſix pairs of ravens, 
which breed annually in the rocks, and are exceeding deſtruc- 
tive to young lambs in a bad ſpring. I have ſeen, again and 
again, a raven attack a lamb, beat with its wings about its 
| head, till the poor creature fell headlong over a precipice; 
and before the ſhepherd could climb to the ſpot, the raven 
had picked out its eyes. The red legged crow is but ſcarce 
with us; we ſeldom meet with above a pair or two in the 
Whole range of the Campſie Falls; when we do meet with 
them, it is amongſt the jackdaws, of which there are a con- 
ſiderable number which haunt our rocks. A very curious ſcene 
is frequently exhibited in our hills. If it ſhould happen that 
a fox leaves his hole, and baſks himſelf in the ſun, among the 


rocks, immediately all the birds of prey within a mile of him 


will aflemble, and flutter, and ſcream over the ſpot where the 
_ thief is lurking 3 eagle and hawk, raven and kite, and jack- 
daw forget their animoſities, ſeemingly combining in a mu- 
tual league to diſturb the retreat of reynard, ſo that the huntſ- 
man conſiders theſe birds as infallible guides to his ſport. It 
may be obſerved, that beaſts of prey are every day becoming 
ſcarcer. 'Till within theſe two years, we had a regular 


bred huntſman, who hunted this diſtrict ; his ſalary was paid 
by the tenants, at ſo much per plough, which huntſman and 
dogs were kept and fed by each tenant in his turn, The father 
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and ſon-in-law performed the office of public huntſman, from 
the year 1715, till 1792, a period of fourſcore years: They 
were ſaid to poſſeſs ſome of the largeſt fox hounds in the three 
kingdoms 3 they were flow but remarkably ſtaunch.— The 
cry of the hounds, and the animating blaſt of the buglehorn, 
re-echoed by every rock along the range of Campſie Fells, 
will be long remembered by the natives of this ſtrath. 
Now there are ſcarcely as many beaſts of prey in the whole 
diſtrict, as to afford amuſement to the graziers in an idle win- 
ter day; the only reaſon which has been aſſigned, is, the con- 
rerting of ſheep paſture into grazing for black cattle, where- 
by there is leſs food for ſuch ravenous animals; of courſe, 
the large fox has migrated to the high lands, where his food 
is more abundant. In proportion as the beaſts and birds of 
prey, have left this diſtrict, the ſinging birds have increaſed ; 
lereral ſpecies have appeared of late, which were formerly 
unknown, particularly the bulfinch and the wood-lark. It is 
perhaps at the Clachan of Campſie, which is fituated in the 
neighbourhood of copſewoods and retired glens, that a per- 
ſon is enabled to comprehend the meaning of a proverbial 
expreſſion in this county, the ſcreich of day light ;—here and 
there, the lark begins the ſong, which is ſoon heard and ac- 
eompanied by all the little feathered choiriſters within reach 
of its note ;—The air ſeems to vibrate with the ſound.— 
As to our migrating birds, the ſtatement in the following 
table is founded on the obſervations of ten years : 


NAMEs. 
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| Navers, Axkivrs. 5 | Dissarrr Ant 
The Whit; Breaſted Swat: from the 7th to the 8th o of Septihber 24th till Sep. 
_low, | May. tember 28th. 
The Cuckoo, 27th of April to the 2d off becomes filent about th. 
5 i end of june. 
The Wood Cock, | about the 26th of October. abont the beginning of 
| | 7 | March. 
Gray Plover or Lopwing, about the 26th of March. about the end of July. 
Water Win tail, about the Iſt of + wag © jabout the iſt of O Sober 
Stone Checker, | about the 1ſt of May. {about the middle of Ay. 
| guſt. 
Curlew, about the 2ſt of March. 6 about che Iſt of ORober, 


In former times, particularly during a 500 winter, it was 
cuſtomary for wild ducks, wild geeſe, and even ſwans, to vili 
the ſwamps of this pariſh z theſe being now drained, ſuch 
fowls are ſcarcely : to be ſcen. There are plenty of grouſe 
in the Campſie muirs; at the ſame time partridges have of 
late become uncommonly ſcarce ; many cauſes have been a{- 
ſigned for the rapid decay of this ſpecies of game, ſuch as 


the wet ſummers, and the pretended increaſe of the birds of the 
prey, which is not fact. 215 fac 
Perhaps it will be found, that this country at oreſent 3 is ra- Bet 
ther in an unfavourable ſtate for nurſing patridges ; the lou 
broom, and furze, and briers, being moſtly grubbed out, and ſto 
the land formerly waſte, put under cultivation; whereas ar- bu 
tificial ſhelter by belts of planting is not yet produced; while I 
the number of idle boys, belonging to the public works, let hi 
looſe upon a Sunday, ſtrolling about the fields with their tar- Wk 
_ rier dogs, ferreting out the patridge neſts by the ſmell, may be * 
an additional cauſe of the uncommon | {carcity of this game in ed 
the pariſh. | nf 
| il 
Strata, Minerals, Lime and Coal. — The hills of which in part t 
the pariſh of Campfie is compoſed, are according to the diftinc- : 


tien 
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tion of naturalſts, of two ſpecies, primary and roveitlary + in ; in 
the firſt, it is ſaid that coal and lime are never to be found, 
whereas the ſecond abounds with both. 


The higheſt ridge of the Campſie Fells, is about 1 500 feet 


above the level of the ſea, and about 1200 from its baſe; 


where, properly ſpeaking, the mountain commences, the aſ- 


cent is very rapid; and from examining the glens, and gul- 
ys formed on its ſides, it ſeems to be compoſed of the fol- 


lowing ſtrata: At the baſe of the hill, immediately after the 
coal is cut off, you meet with ſeveral layers of camſtone, (as 


it is termed with us,) which is eaſy burned into a heavy lime. 


Immediately above the camſtone, you find at leaſt a dozen 
ſtrata of ironſtone, of different thickneſs, with a ſoft ſlate 


interveening betwixt the layers; it is ſaid by thoſe who have 


examined the ironſtone, that it is of an excellent quality. 


Theſe different ſeams make up 200 feet of the baſe of the 


mountain. Then 15 ſtrata of muirſtone riſe above each o- 


ther to the ſummit of the Fells, where they jut out; in the 
face of the braes, they go by the name of daſſes or gerrocks. 


Betwixt theſe ſtrata of muirſtone, you meet with various co- 
loured ſtuff, ſometimes of a copperiſh, ſometimes of an iron- 
ſtone colour; and it is ſaid, there are appearances of copper; 
but the working of it has not as yet been attempted. Lately, 
when forming the new turnpike-road along the fide of the 
hills, ſeveral veins of ſpar and chryſtal were found, not un- 
like thoſe which accompany lead-mines ;' and perſons who 
had wrought at the different lead-mines in Scotland, declar- 
ed, that the appearances of that metal were both frequent and 
favourable : no attempt as yet hath been made to follow out 


theſe appearances. In the whole range of the Campſie Fells, 


there is only one place where the rocks aſſume a baſaltic ap- 
pearance 3 and by thoſe who admire ſuch columnar appear- 
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ances, they are ſaid to be very beautiful. Here and there, 
there were dug out, when forming the turnpike-road on th 
hills, ſeveral ſtrata of moſt excellent clay marle, both white 
and ſpeckled ;—it has not as yet become an object of atten. 
tion to the country people. Beautiful pebbles have been 
found among the rocks, of which a gentleman lately procur. 
ed as many as, when poliſhed, furniſhed a ſet of elegant but. 
tons for a coat. About the middle of the ſtrath, you meet 
With excellent quarries of free ſtone, calculated for all the 
purpoſes of the builder; but the minerals of which we hare 
the greateſt reaſon to boaſt, are the inexhauſtable ſeams of 
lime and coal, which merit a particular defcription. The 
coal and lime in this pariſh are generally found in the ſame 
field: The coal, throughout the whole pariſh, poſſeſſes a cak- 
ing quality; at the ſame time it is very foul and ſulphurous, 
leaving, when burned, an uncommon quantity of ruſty colour- 
ed aſhes, which make excellent manure for certain ſorts of land. 
The coal on the North of the Glazert, takes on about a 
mile Eaft from the Clachan of Campſie, and continues with- 
out much interruption to the eaſtern extremity of the pariſh; 
it runs parallel to the Fells, and ſeldom exceeds a quarter of 
a mile in breadth : The field on the South ſide of the river, 
which forms a belt around the South braes, is conſiderably 
broader, and is of much ſuperior quality to the other. The coal 
is found of diſferent depths from the ſurface z on the North 
fide, from ſeven to fiſteen fathoms; on the South, from fii- 
teen to twenty two; the ſeam throughout the whole pariſh, 
is, at an average, from forty two inches to four feet in thick- 
neſs, with two ſmall bands, of an inch and an inch and hall, 
running through it: The ſtrata above the coal is found uni- 
formly in the following manner: After the ſoil there is found 
a ſpecies of till, interſperſed with ſtones; after which come 
3 blaze, as it is termed, and which continues to a conſ19er?- 


ble 
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tie depth 3 then flate, which, at a medium, is from ſeven to 


eight feet in thickneſs; after which, there is uniformly lime- 
tone, being a ſeam of four feet; then la ſlate, and then the 
coal: Such is the regular ſtrata in Campſie in ſinking for 
coal; with this difference, however, that the ſlate in the North 
of Glazert, betwixt the lime and coal, is fifteen feet in thick- 


neſs 3 on the South, it is ſcarcely four; below the coal, there 


is eighteen inches of a ſtuff, which the workmen term dalk ; 
then the white lime, of an inferior quality to the other, and 
45 yet but ſeldom wrought. 

The coal in this diſtrict is full of irregularities, ſtiled by 
tne workmen cops, and hitches, and dzkes ; the truth is, the 


coal partakes a good deal of the irregularity of the ground 


above, which is very uneven. If one was to ſpeak in gener- 
il terms of the whole coal in the pariſh, as one field, it might 
be ſaid, that the depth was to the South Eaſt, and the riſe 
to the North Welt ; ſuch really being the aſcent and declivi- 
ty of the lands in this diſtrict but as there are a number 
cf gentle ſwells in the ſtrath, it will happen, that according 
35 the pit is put down on this fide of the ſwell, or upon the 
tler fide, the dip and riſe of the coal will appear favourable, 
or the contary.— The dip is ſometimes fo ſudden as to be 
one foot in three, in other places, only one in twenty. Be ſi- 
des theſe coups and hitches, which are ſound where the ſtra- 

tu above and below the coal ſuddenly approach, or retreat 


from each other, by this means couping the coal out of its 


regular bed, there are complete breaks in the ſtrata, termed 
dykes, which cut off the coal entirely in various directions 5 
tele dykes are ſometimes obſerved upon the ſurface of the 
earth, from which they fink down to an unfathomable 
depth There are two of theſe dykes in this diſtrict, which 


are remarkable, and ſeem to be uniform throughout : Firſt, 


There is a coup-dyke, which runs from Weſt to Eaſt 3 North 
Vol. XY, Uu 
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of this coup-dyke, the coal dips about fifteen feet, and tles 
they may work about three hundred yards into the hill, wher: 
they ſeem to be cut off entirely by a whinſtone dyke; b 
there are two great barriers which intercept the ly of the 


coal upon the North of the Glazert; the coal on the South 


of the coup-dyke, takes on almoſt within fix feet of the fur. 
face, and is not above ſix inches thick, with ſomething like 
a clay took. | | 


Manner of Working. — There is reaſon to believe that co! 
has been wrough in this diſtrict for ſeveral centuries ; but the 
working of it ſeems to have been carried in a very aukward 
irregular manner, taking advantage of the ly of the ground: 
They uſed to make large excavations upon the ſurface, 
which they termed creeping heughs ; from thefe excavations, 
they drove a road into the coal heads, and by this mean; 
brought the coals to the hill, dragging them on their ſma! 
ſledges up the declivity, which was not very great, as the ex- 
cavation was always made as much to the dip fide of the bil 
as poſlible : It is evident, that in this manner they could on- 
ly work the crop of the coal, where the water created little dil 
quiet; a method, however, highly prejudicial both to the land- 
lord and the public; the next ſtage of working was by firk 

ing perpendicular pits, {tiled windlafs heughs. On the Nort! 
of the river Glazert, theſe pits were in depth from ſixty to nine. 
ty feet ; but they ſo contrived it, that theſe pits were placed 

near ſome gully or burn, where, by running a level from 
certain part of the burn, all the coal round the pit bottom be. 

came drained ; and-in the ſinking of every new pit, they mit 
always do it with a retroſpect to their former level; {lil 
however, the coal upon the dip fide might be lying under 
water; ſor alihough the declivity in the ground favoured 
greatly 
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geatiy theſe imperfect ſhort vale, there were many fields 


of coal which could not thus be drained but at a moſt enor- 
mous expence, ia driving ſubterrancous mines: In this ſtage 
of carrying on the work, there were employed at leaſt two 
men at the windlaſs, putting up the coals in fkiithes, termed 
hutches; and it is more than probable that they had likewiſe 
to pully up the water for a conſiderable time every morning, 

efore the workmen had got the. coals raiſed ; the coal buſi- 


neſs in this diſtrict was carried on in this ſlovenly manner 


during this century: The country was ill ſupplied ; the land- 
lords complained that they never made a filling of their 
coal, while every perſon was ſurpriſed, that a diſtrict, poſicſ- 


ſing ſuch natural advantages, ſhould make fo little good uſe 


of them. About two years ago, coal becoming exceeding- 
y ſcarce, and the price riſing ſuddenly, there became an ab- 
ſolute negeſſity of working it in a better ſtyle; accordingly, 
Mr Dunmore of Ballindalloch, a gentleman to whoſe aCtivi- 
ty and patriotiſm this part of Scotland is much indebted, be- 
coming tlie leflee of ſeveral works in the pariſh, he imme- 
diately erected gins, driven by horſes, for pulling up the coals ; 
which improvement is anſwering the purpoſe, and is either 


already, or will be quickly followed by the other proprietors; 


lo that now we have every probability of this neceſfary arti- 
cle of life being wrought in a ſtyle far ſuperior and more ex- 
deditious than hitherto experienced. 


All the coalliers in this parith now work with the pick and. 


wedge : this, however, 1s only a late improvement ; they pool 


in the middle of che ſeam, where a ſmall band of ſtone, about 


an inch of thickneſs, lyes, called the pooling band, and then 
thear down what is above, ſtiled the roof coal, and drive up the 


foal coals with wedges z they carry on their drifts or rooms eight 


feet by f tourten, leaving ſtoops eight feet by twelve ; but this 
r - Varies 
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varies according as the coal 1s ſoft or hard ; every coallier may 
be ſaid to be his own drawer; ſeldom or ever has he any perſy; 
to aſſiſt him; they commonly go to their work at four in the 
morning, and continue until two in the afternoon ; formerly 
the coals were put out by the dark, conſiſting of twenty eight 
hutches, for which dark the coallier received one ſhilling and 
eight pence, and the proprictors had for lordſhip one ſhilling 
and ten pence an active workman could very eaſily put out 
two of theſe darks per day, making three ſhillings and four 
pence ; theſe hutches becoming more and more uncertain as to 
the quantity contained in them, both the landlord and public 
being impoſed upon, it became neceſſary to adopt ſome new 
regulations relative to the meaſure ; which has been done 
accordingly ſo that now we compute by loads each load 
contains 2184 cubic inches, equal to rwenty one Scotch pints 
and a half, water meaſure fix of theſe loads make an exceed- 
ing good cart, which ſhoyld weigh betwixt twelve and thir- 
teen hundred weight ; the price, at the pit mouth, being eigh- 
teen pence per cart, or threepence per load ; a tolerable wotk- 
man can put out twenty four loads per day, for which he has 
three ſhillings ; and the landlord the other three thillings. In 
order to aſcertain the quantity of coals raiſed at the different 


pits, of which there are no leſs than ſixty going this month ci 


December 1793, we ſhall calculate the average out-put of the 
coaliers : There are, in all the different pits, forty fix coalliers; 
allowing three carts and a half per day to each, makes one 
hundred and ſixty one carts per day, ſuppoſing them only to 

work five days in the week; the out-put per week w ill be eight 
hundred and five carts ; reckoning the coalliers weeks in the 
year only to be fifty, the out-put in the year will be forty 
thouſand two hundred and fifty carts; ſuppoſing that the 
meaſure, at a medium, does not exceed eleven hundred weight 
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per cart, the out-put in the year will be 22135 tons and a-half ; 

the price at the hill is fomewhat better than 28. Gd. per ton; 
the total value is 2750l. Sterling, of which the coalliers re- 
ceive 13751 3 the remainder goes for lordſhip, and to ſupport 
the hills- men and gin boys, along with the tear and wear of 


the work. 


According to the calculatioi of men ſkilled in coal-mines, 
theſe 20,000. tons will at leaſt exhauſt three acres of coal an- 
nually, a waſte, which, great as it may appear, we are able 
to ſupport for 1 50 years to come; but in reality we are raiſ- 
ing this ſeaſon, at leaſt, double of what was raiſed former- 
ly, nay, 10 times more than what was put out about 20 years 
ago; this great quantity of coal is uſed in the following man- 
ner: The two printfields conſume annually 3500 tons; a- 
bove 2100 tons is uſed in burning lime; and the remainder 
in ſupplying the pariſhes of Campſie, Fintray, Balfrone, Ki- 
hirn, Strathblane, Baldernock, and partly Kirkintilloch and 
Kilſyth. It is doubtful if even yet the coal in this diſtrict 
be wrought to advantage; in reality, we are as yet but 
working the crop of the coal; it being abſolutely neceſſary 
that they ſhould either drive their levels, or erect their ſteam 
engines upon the dip fide, ſo that they might work to the 
riſe, Many great fields at this moment ly buried under wa- 
ter, owing to this defect 1. 


It 


1 No map being made of theſe ſubterraneous works, and no documents 
being in the poſſeſſion of the proprictors, to point out when and how ſuch a 
feld of coal was wrought, it is only by ſome vague tradition, handed dow; 
irom one generation of coalliers to another, that we pretend to judge whether 
the ground be waſted or not; fo that too often the pit is put down upon a 
trouble, or waſte, to the great detriment of the adventurer ; which miſtake 
might be eaſily rectified, by each proprictor getting an accurate chart made out 
9: theſe ſubterraneous works, ſoz the beneat of pakerty 3 ; beſides many lives 

might 


a 
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It has been obſerved that limeſtone is always found in the 
fame field with the coal; it is in general a ſeam from three 
feet to five in thickneſs, and is wrought in the following man. 
ner: They take off the earth from the ſurface, called tirring, 
which is from 10 to 30 feet; ſeldom or never have they 2 
yet. wrought the lime-ſtone by mining. The probability is 

however, that they will ſoon be compelled to it; the work. 
men take tirring at 3d. the ſquare yard; they put out the 
lime ſtone at ſo much per chalder, and by experience they 
know what number of ſquare yards of broken ſtone, makes a 


_ chalder 


might be ſaved, which are unfortunately loſt by the workmen ſtriking through 
upon old waſte ; as was the calc February 1789, when five coalliers were kil- 
led in the Newk coal-pit of Campſie. I conſider the wages of the coalliers, 
as by no means in proportion to the wages of other labourers in the pariſh; 
the labourer having only ſixteen pence per day: Allowing the coallier a third 
more on account of the danger and diſagreeable nature of the work, viz. two 
thillings, then there would be one third of the wages, which he receives at 
preſent, ſaved to the public. - | 
Coal, in every inland-diftri& in Scotland, ſhould not be conſidered as an 
article of commerce, which the landlord as a merchant, may ſpeculate upon 
for his own advantage: It ſhould be conſidered as an article of the firſt re. 
ceflity : Proprietors of land ſhould recolle&, that every circumſtance which 
creates population, ultimately benefits their eſtates; wherever water is plen- 
ty and firing cheap, there the manufacturer and labourer will always reſort. 
Campſie, ac preſent, is conſpicuouſly -bleſſed with both; and it will diſcover 
the folly of the landlords, if ever they permir coals to become much dearer; 
it is not the richneſs of the ſoil which always brings the higheſt rent to the 
proprictor ; ſome particular local advantage acts in his fayour ; and perhaps 
there is none to ſurpaſs the advantage of cheap fuel. 

A ſmall farmer (ſuch as we have in this diſtri) conſiders good oat me: 
and a good fire as great luxuries; and while the tenants poſſeſs theſe, they Wil 
make a conſiderable ſhift to pay their dear rents. | 

It is with pleaſure that we take notice of the public ſpirited cm made 
by ſeveral gentlemen laſt year, to prevent the coals from riſing in this diſtrict: 
and they have ſully ſucceeded : 'They have perhaps ſunk a little money, bi: 
their tenants and dependants have reaped the benefit, and the public hath paid 
them every reſpect which an elevated mind can deſire. 
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chalder of lime; the lime is burnt chiefly in ſmall kilns, hold- 
ing from 10 to 15 chalders, the ſtone being more complete- 
y burnt, than in thoſe of a larger ſize; the layers of ſtone 
and coal are made alternately in the following proportions : 
iſt, Six inches of coal, then 20 inches of lime-ſtone, broken 
to the ſize of a two-penny-loaf. Two firlots (wheat mez- 
ſure) of burnt ſtone make four firlots of flacked lime; of 
courſe, 32 firlots make a chalder of lime, fold, till within 
theſe two years, at 41. Scots, at the quarry, now, 8s. the rea- | 
dy money price; formerly it was ſold with at leaſt 6 months 
credit. It is doubtful if the ſtate of the country as yet will 
permit this alteration, ſmall as it is; it requires 6 or 7 loads 
of coal to burn the chalder of lime. There were employed 
this ſummer (1793) 40 workmen in the different lime quar- 
ries in the pariſh, who raiſed at leaſt 3000 chalders of 
flacked lime; the Campſie lime is reckoned of an exceeding 
rich quality, much ſought after by plaiſterers; in common 
building, to every .boll of lime one boll of ſand is required, 
to make proper mortar. The great facts relative to our coal 
and lime work, are ſtated in the . table: 


No. of CoaLLiERs 46 Wages, 3s per day, or 37 gl. Por 
| annum. 

—— Carts 42,50 per annum, at 18d. per e cart. 

— Tons 22,135 per annum. 

Price - 18d. per cart conſiſting of ſix loads: 

Weight = 12 hundred weight. 

IiME-STONE Ad. per ſquare yard, tirring. 

Chalder _ 15. 8d. the putting out. 

Free 8s. per Chalder, when burnt at the 
kiln, ers | 

— : gd. per ditto for ſetting and ſelling 
lime. 


Coal 
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Coal. 33500 Tons conſumed us the printhieldy, 

ks - 2100 conſumed in the burning of lime. 

PEE 16, 465 conſumed by this, and neighbour. 
„ ing pariſhes. 

Varve L. 2750 of out-pit this year 1793. 

Line Wt 3000 Chaldrons burned and ſold in the 


ycar. 6 Loads of coal, to the 

burning of 1 chalder of lime: 

fo that every chalder, beſides 

tirring, coſts the tackſman in 

expence of putting out, in ſett- 

1ng, and in coals, 3s. 6d. before 
7 8 8 he can bring it to inarket. 
Mex + 42 employed in 1 lime. 


State of Property. this — contains one hundred and 
one ploughgates of land, 73 of which are poſſeſſed by eight 
great proprietors; the other 28 ploughs are poſſeſſed by 37 
feuars, or portioners, holding charter and ſeiſin; ; the valus- 
tion of the whole parith, being 6429 l. 4900l. is poſſeſſed by 
the eight great proprietors, in the following proportions: 


| Valuation, 
William Lennox of VV. hood - 922 
John Lennox of Antermony, - $88 ; 
Sir John Stirling of Glorat, = „ woe -- 
Sir Archibald Edmiſton of Duntreath, — 6286 
John Macfarlane of Kirkton - 537 
John Buchanan of Carbeth, 5 - 403 
John Kincaid of Kincaid, - - 417 
John Stirling of Craigbarnet, — 300 


They all reſide in the pariſh, except Sir Archibald Edmt- 
ton, who poſſeſſes large eſtates in the pariſhes of Kilſyth, 
Stratliblane, 
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G+rathblane, Kilpatrick, and Dumbarton: Mr Buchanan of 
Carbeth, Mr Stirling of Craigbarnet, and Sir John Stirling of 
Glorat, poſſeſs, each of them, likewiſe landed property in 
other pariſhes ; of this property there are 2260 pounds Scots 
entailed, and in all probability there will be more added by 
the preſent proprietors. The ſmall proprietors are feuers of 
the families of Montroſe, Keer, Glorat, and Bardowie, and 
beame ſo at the following periods: 3 

Feuers of Montroſe 1632; feuers of Keer 1714; feuers 
of Glorat 1742; feuers of Bardowie 1713. Landed proper- 
ty in this diſtrict hath changed its maſters as ſeldom as in 
moſt parts of Scotland ; whether this be an advantage to the 
country, or not, is a queſtion upon which ſpeculative men 
have differed ; but this at leaſt is certain, that the following 
families; viz. Kincaid of Kincaid, Stirling of Craigbarnet, 
Stirling of Glorat, Lennox of Woodhead, and Edmiſton of 
Duntrath, were, in the year 1470, proprietors of the ſame 
lands which they poſſeſs at this day; the eſtate of Auchin- 
reoch fell by ſucceſſion, in the beginning of this century, to 
the Buchanans of Carbeth, an ancient family in the pariſh of 
Killern: Macfarlane of Kirton, a cadet of the family of Mac- 
farlane, became proprietor of Kirton in the year 1624 ; the 
eſtate of Antermony is the purchaſe of Captain John Len- 
nox of Antermony, a younger ſoa of the ancient family of 
Woodhead. Perhaps this circumſtance; which may pleaſe 
the pride of family, is one great reaſon why the improvement 
of land is ſo very backward in this diſtrict; wherever fami- 
lies reſided long upon an eſtate in Scotland, the object of our 
vcotch ambition was to poſſeſs a numerous tenantry, live as 
they may. The laird ſought other means of bettering his 
ituation, than ny the flow returns of agriculture ; whereas, 
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if an eſtate often changed its maſter, it became in reality 
an object of commerce, and every new proprictoy made it 
ſomewhat better for his own intereſt 

It is curious to obſerve the progreſſive riſe of the landrent 
in this pariſh, Gnce the year 1642; the rent of the plough. 
gate in thoſe days, was about one hundred merks, beſides 
feu ſervices: and there is reaſon to believe, that the valuz- 
tion in Cromwel's time, in this diQtrift, was made as high as 
the land could really afford in rent; during the firſt years of 
the Reſtoration, land ſeems to have riſen, (as appears from 
ſome old tacks :) From the 1686, till the year 1715, it 
appears that the riſe was but trifling; after this period it 
roſe conſiderably ; and, in the year 1748, was about 15001. 
Sterling; the next riſe was in the year 1763; and, confider- 
ing the value of the land in the natural poſſeſſion of the ſmall 
' proprietors to keep pace with the tenantry, it roſe to about 
30001. Sterling. The land. rent this preſent year, is betwixt 
ſeven and eight thouſand per annum, upon leaſes, or in ſthe 
natural poſſeſſion of the ſmall proprietors. 


YEARS:  . 164% 17135 1748 1763 1793 
Valor? Foo 800 1500 3000 7000 


By this ſtatement, it is evident, that land gives fourteen 
times more rent in money than it did 150 years ago; allow- 
ing for the ſervices and other preitatians payed by the ten- 
ants in thoſe days, perhaps we ought not to reckon fo high- 
ly ; whether this riſe, however, is to be aſcribed to the gra- 
dual improvement of landed property, or the depreciation of 
money, becomes another queſtion z and perhaps the land- 
holders will not have ſo much reaſon to boaſt of their advan- 
ced rents, if the enquiry be fairly made; in _this rental, that 
of cot-houſes is not comprehended, Nee is at leaſt five pes 
dre 


 lelves in agriculture; 28 of them are feuers, who farm their 
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died per antun; theſe houſes have increaſed their rents four 
times the ſum of what they were in 17453 even fo late as 
1760, four pounds Scots was the rent of a cottage with a ſmal] 
vard annexed to it; ſuch houſes rent now at twenty ſhillings ; 


but, from the improvement made on cot- houſes, the rent of 


2 room and kitchen, or what in the language of the place is 
tiled a but and a ben, gives at leaſt two pounds Sterling; ſo 


that the ſame claſs of people pay for lodging fi ſix times more 


than they did thirty years ago; this increaſe ariſes chiefly from 
the introduction of manufactures; now, if the rent of the coal 
and lime, together with that of the cot-houſes, be added to 
the land, the total rent of the parith may be ſtated to be cight 
thouſand four hundred pounds Sterling per anntim. 


Preſent State of Agriculture. — lt is not * to ſay ex- 
actly what number of acres there are arable, and what not, 


as there is no map of the pariſh, nor has the whole ever been 
accurately meaſured : If the pariſh contains fifteen thouſand 
2cres, it will be found that five thouſand of theſe are arable ; 
of the other ten thouſand, conſiſting of brae, of muir, and paſ- 
ture land, three thoufand more may be made arable —Of 


courſe, it is about fifty acres of arable land to each plough- 


There are ninety-fix heads of families, who live on this 


property, either as tenants or feuers; and whoſe employment 
is either grazing or agricuiture z but it is to be obſerved, that 


there are eighteen heads of families in this liſt, wio do not 
make agriculture their chief employment ; poſſeſſing only a 


iew acres of land, and who principally employ themſelves as 


matons, or Carriers, or road makers; there is another diſtinc- 
tion to be made of theſe heads of families, wko employ them- 
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own lands, the keieiüer are tenantry; ſeven ** theſe laſt 
make grazing their chief employment. 

The following is a table of the rents paid by the fer 
5 ent graziers and farmers i in as Mt in 1793: 


No. 1 1 L. 609-5. No. 1 1 400 
1 167 I 100 
comprehending the feuers who farm their own land. The 
rents of others run betwixt twenty and ſeventy pounds, ex- 
cepting upon the forfeited eſtate of Bancloich, where ſome 
tenants pay as low as five pounds per annum, they having got 
leaſes of three nineteen years in 1748. 
The labour of theſe hundred plough gates of land was per- 


formed in 1793, by ſeventy ploughs, drawn 1405 222 horſes, 


' yoked in the following manner: 

0 ploughs drawn 4 horſes. each. 

24 ditto drawn by 2 horſes. 
26 ditto drawn by 3 horſes. 


The following table exhibits the manner in which the five 


thouſand acres of arable land was cropped in the year 1793, 
Viz. 
2000 acres in tillage and ſown graſs, of ich were, 
200 acres in barley. 
100 acres in potatoes. 
30 acres in lint. 
200 in ſown graſs. 
1500 in oats 3 of which, we may deduct 20 for peaſe and 
beans; the remaining 3000 acres in ley paſture for milk cons, 
and young beaſts. 


% 


There were not ten acres fallow, in tha whole pariſh ; nei⸗ 
ther were there above four acres in wheat or turnip. Per- 
haps there is no country in Sc. tland more calculated for rait- 
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2 turnip than Campſie; at the ſame time, I rather think 


they do not ſtand the winter well in this diſtriCt ; I have ſaid 
20 acres for peaſe and beans, the wet climare rendering theſe 
a very unprofitable crop with us, growing all to the ſtraw, 


without any pods : The produce per acre, at an average, is 
about fix bolls ;—ſmall as this may appear, it is at leaſt. one 
third more than it was thirty years ago: If a ſtranger was 


to view our crop at Lammas, when growing, or even in the 


ſhock, he would be apt to conclude the product to be a great 
teal more; the truth is, our moiſt climate produces much 
fraw and little corn; I believe, it may ſafely be affirmed, 


that at an average there is not above fifteen pecks of meal 


out of the boll; the barley produces better, the ſoil being 
adapted for that grain; and it is ſaid to malt remarkably 
well ; but the fault lies more 1n the ſtyle of farming, than in 


the ground itſelf ; ſo late as the year 1763, the farms were 


poſſeſſed in run rigg ;—there was ſcarcely any incloſing; the 
moment that the crop was ſeparated from the ground, the 


cattle of the neighbouring tenants grazed in common, till 


next Whitſunday ; the diſtinction betwixt out-field and in- 
field, was kept up with the moſt ſcrupulous exactneſs; there 
was no rye-graſs and clover ſown, for making hay; and the 


bulk of the farmers ploughed their land with what is ſtiled 


the broad plough, the four horſes yoked abreaſt : Theſe pe- 
culiarities are now worn out; at the ſame time, farming, 


both as to ſcience and practice, is yet but in its infancy in 
this Pet's.” v 


Tacks 


* It is true, that the climate is not good, but the ſoil is excellent ; and as 
the crops might be adapted to the climate, there are great hopcs entertained, 
that ve ſhall one day excel in farming: The following defects in our mode 
ſeem to be moſt flagrant: I/, The land being full of ſprings guſhing out, 
Wherever any change of the ſoil takes place in the farms ;—of courſe, noth- 
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| Tacks in this pariſh are commonly let for nineteen year, 
with a clauſe that the teriant ſhall bear the public burdenz, 
which, conſidering the land tax, the ſtatute labour, and ſome. 
times the miniſter's ſtipend, at leaſt the vicarage, and ſchool. 
| | maſter's 


| Ing but underdraining can clear the ſoil of ſuch a nniſance and yet unforty. 
| hately it is but little practiſed: 240), Our incloſures are little better than richt 
dykes, built of ſtones, gathered from the land, without any mortar ö 
courſe, totally incapable of meliorating the ſoil by keeping it warm; which 
would be the caſe, if the incloſures were made with of quick-ſet hedge, 
and belts of planting, for which the pariſh is ſo remarkably calculated; theſ: 
dykes give the pariſh a cold and uncomſortable look. 3dly, A great proper: 
tion of eur arable land is laid down in the moſt miſerable manner without 
fown graſs, and impoveriſhed by three ſucceeding crops of oats; by thi 
management, it is in a moſt wretched condition, indeed, when broken up to 
dergo anew the ſame rotation of crops of oats. 4tb1y, Our land, from being ir 
general a light ſoil, and ſituated in a moiſt climate, is much addicted to weeds; 
it is foul even to ravkneſs;—Of courſe, as the corns grow much, to ſtraw, 
the ſtalk of corn is kept conſtantly wet at the root by the weeds; it ſoon rot, 
and the leaſt blaſt of wind in Auguſt, lodges the corn on the croft-lands be- 
fore they are ripe ; whereas, if ſummer fallowing was praRiſcd, there cal. 
not be the ſmalleſt doubt, but our crops 'would be clean and much earlier; 
yet ſummer fallowing is ſcarcely ever practiſed in this pariſh ; Along with 
theſe defects, I muſt mention two other canſes, which have not a little cou 
tributed to retard our progreſs in agriculture ; In the Arft place, an over at- 
tachment to grazing; which hath led the farmers to ſtudy more the raiſing 
of fodder, than the raiſing of grain; by this means, the early-ſeed oats have 
never received much countenance in this diſtrict; but, if we conſider the 
moiltneſ of the climate, there is no pariſh which requires them more; and 
from the experiments we have had of ſowing early oats, upon land wel 
cleaned from weeds by ſummer fallowing, there is every encouragement t0 
procced ;—the grain was iully ripe and early kouſed. 24%, I am not {ure 
but the proprietors themſelves have, in ſome meaſure, contributed to 
the little progreſs which agriculture hath made in this diſlrict. From a 
opinion that land was always upon the increaſe, it has not been thel 
object to grant ſuch long leaſes, as to encourage the farmer to fink mone) 
in improving the land: The opinion that has a amongſt land- 
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maſter's falary; the poor man's rent is conſiderably augmen- 
ted by ſuch 1tems.—Theſe things I don't mention as griev- 
ances; for the tenant ſubſcribes to them with open eyes ; nor 
can the landlord be called an oppreſſor, becauſe he receives 


them; they are all preſtations of a fair contract; and of 
courſe, if the proprietor did not exact them, he would be 


entitled to more rent: I ſimply ſtate them as defects in our 


mode of huſbandry; and which it would be the intereſt 


both of landlord and tenant to have removed. Let the ten- 
ant know determinately what he is to pay, and let him have 
the complete uſe of his time, and the complete management 
of the product of his farm. As to a regular rotation of crops, 
it is but little known in this diſtrict. The old mode of al- 
lowing the land to ly ley for three years, and then linung it, 
and taking three crops of oats, is, indeed, faſt wearing out; 
but no regular ſyſtem is as yet introduced in its ſtead. 


The rent of the arable land per acre, is ſtated in the fol- 


lowing table : 
For 


lords, that the raiſing the rents of their lands forced the tenants to be more 
active, might be productive of ſome good effect; providing that indolence 
was the only impediment to a flouriſhing ſtate of agriculture in this pariſh : 
Compulſion is but a bad argument, when the object of that compulſion 
has not ſtrength te obey ; 1 could wiſh that ſuch an idea was exploded ; for 
it is no longer the intereſt of this country to conſider the tenantry upon an 


ſtare, as part of that eſtate. 


In England, things ſeem to be better managed. There are ſtill ſeveral 


ſervitudes remaining in this pariſh, annexed to the leaſes of lands, ſuch as 


kain hens, and the driving of the lairds coals ; theſe are indeed but ſmall to 
what took place about 30 years ago; but, even theſe are fetters upon the in- 
duſtry of the tenants ;—of more hurt to them than of benefit to the landlord ; 
and it is to be hoped, from the many inſtances of an enlightened mind which 
the preſent proprietors have ſhown, that all ſuch caſualities will be aboliſhed 


91 the firſt opportunity, | 
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For potatoes from 41. to 71. per acre. A flying eroy; 


For lint «+ ditto ditto _ ditto 
For good arable a guinea and a balf. on leaſe. 
Ordinary arable ul. per acree. — ditto 


There is ſcarcely any land in the ſtrath of the pariſh let 

below 11. per acre. The brae farms, and the paſture land, 
are let by ſlump z It is . to ſay what they rent per 
acre. 
It may be proper here to take notice, chat Low, though in 
ſuch great abundance in this pariſn, was made but little uſe 
of as a manure till very lately; the inhabitants pretended e- 
ven to ſay that it ſpoiled the ground by raiſing weeds: the 
truth is, the objection lay in their injudicious management; 
there is not the ſmalleſt doubt, where ground is foul, as is 
the caſe in the ſoil and moiſt climate of Campſie, that lime 
puts the weeds in vegetation; but if the land had been fal- 
lowed, or even permitted to lie long in ley, till the ground 
Was properly ſwarded, there is no country in Scotland, where 
liming produces a better effect, than in this diſtrict: As ſome 
recent experiments have ſhewn, we now lime at the rate of 
from ſix to eight chalders per acre. Such being the ſtate of 
agriculture in this pariſh, it may be ſaid, without diſparage- 
ment, that it is, as yet, but in its infancy and yet it is but do- 
ing juſtice, both to the proprietors and tenants, to obſerve, 
that the improvements are going on with great ſpirit and ſuc- 
ceſs. 


Grazing.— There is conſiderable attention paid in this 
diſtrict to the management of black cattle, both for the pur- 
poſes of the dairy, and likewiſe for that of the butcher. The 


following table exhibits the number of cattle and ſheep kept 


in the pariſh in 1793. 


Milk 


og. 


let 


uc- 


this 
ur- 
Che 
ept 


ſilk 


of Campfies © 845 


Mb ff un ef nt ng er OD N offs] 749 
calres and queys 1 2 rs AI | 503 
Fat cows and young beaſts for the e Falkirk market and 


the butcher, | 9 — 917 


Winterers, being molly grazed next ſummer fos hw 


butcher 8 55 . 300 
_— being moſtly brood ewes, Ee GE Toa - 


Theſe 749 88 are e kept hs 177 3 75 Sine: are ten 


principal dairies, which conſiſt of betwixt. 14 to 20 milk 
cows; the remainder are ſplit down in {mall dairies, contain- 
ing from 4 to 10 cows. It is not eaſy to ſay what milk at an 
average is given per day by the cows of this diſtrict; I ſhould 
think from 7 to 11 Scotch pints; below 7 they are not thought 


worth keeping for the _ Av 11 they are conſiddered 5 


as remarkable. 
About 60 of thoſe perſons ho tas cows, may be confi- 


dered as tradeſmen and manufacturers; it may be doubt- 


ed, whether it be of any uſe to ſuch a'perſon to keep a 


cow or not; ſome are apt to imagine that it is calculated 


to inſtill habits of idleneſs into the minds of their children, 
who may be employed in herding them by the dykes-ſide : 
no doubt, it will be conſidered as an eye- ſore by the far- 
mers, to allow the children of tradeſmen to feed their cows 
on the road-ſide, to the prejudice of his turnips and peaſe; on 


the other hand, it is of the utmoſt importance to the ſtate at 


large, that the children of tradeſmen and ſedentary people 
ſhould be healthy : I know of nothing more calculated to 


promote that end than plenty of freih milk. Qur milk cows, 
within theſe 30 years, have increaſed conſiderably in bulk; 


at an average, if fattened, they would weigh 20 ſtones, Tron 


weight, In general, they are the breed of Highland bulls ; 


hence they have a tendency to take on fleſh, more than to 
Vol. XV. „ give 
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Sive large quantities of milk; at the ſame time it muſt ly 
pwned, that the milk is remarkably rich ; it being very com. 

mon for a cow, which only gives 8 Scotch pints per day, to 
produce nearly a pound of butter from that milk per day, 
Campſie has been long remarkable for making excellent but. 
ter: Till of late, it was only ſkimm'd milk cheeſe which they 
made, of courſe it was not very rich : Now, however, there 
are ſeveral dairies, which make cheeſe equal to any from 
5 Dunlop; and from the price which they receive for ſuch 
cheeſe, they conſider N plan a as more protenble than to WM catt] 
make butter. fone 
There are about 1600 muir-ewes kept in the pariſh, whoſ. the 
lambs are fold to the Glaſgow butcher in the feaſon, from cell; 
68. to 8s. per head; they are commonly taken away by the Wl ting 
butcher during the month of June, and the firſt two weeks mui 
of July. Perhaps we have the beſt ſtock of black faced ewes þ 
that are to be met with in Scotland; they are completely MW is a 
muir ewes, and yet they weigh twelve Tron pounds per quar- ed! 
ter, twenty two ounces and a half to the pound: They are ſoll per 
at a guinea per head when fat; the flock which J allude to tor 
belongs to Mr David Dun, grazier, and they are paſtured up- the 
on the muir-lands of the eſtate of Kirkton, belonging to John fror 
Macfarlane, Eſq; In former times, there were at leaſt 4000 ple 
' ſheep in the pariſh; they were of two ſorts : the black faced bra 
| ſheep, with coarſe wool, bought at the market of Kilbryde in 
and Linton; and the ſmall country ſheep, with white and this 


yellow faces, and remarkable fine wool. From what the W per 
writer of this account reeollects, the country ſheep muſt in in 
a great meaſure have reſembled the Shetland breed: thej WW * 
were the common breed of the country; it being wedder- Wi 


| hogs and Dinmonts alone, which were bought at Kilbryd: BF ha 
and Linton market: By ſome ſtrange fatality, this Southland WI thi 
breed * crept in, though the creature is leſs hardy and 


courſe 
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-oirfer in the wool ; at this moment there is not the ſmalleſt 
reſtige of our country breed remaining, all the ſtock ewes in 
the pariſh being black faced and coarſe wooled: Two cauſes 
have been aſſigned for the total negleCt of the native breed : 
iſt, Since the rife of the fleſh-meat took place, it hath been 
the object of the graziers to pay more attention to the bulk 
of the carcaſe than to the fineneſs of the wool. 2dly, About 

the year 1763, a new mode of grazing was introduced; the 
face of the hills being appropriated to the feeding of black 

cattle, it was found that our native breed of ſheep were not 

fond of the courſe graſs in the muir, conſtantly ſeeking after 

the ſhort bite on the Campſie Fells, it became abſolutely ne- 

ceſſary, therefore, if we were to follow this ſyſtem of gra- 

ting, to procure ſuch a n of ſheep as were — for we 
muir ground. 

At preſent, the wool in this pariſh I believe to » be as good 
33 any wool of the Iweedſmuir breed of ſheep; when ſmear- 
ed with tar and butter, it fells betwixt fix and ſeven ſhillings 
per ſtone ;—white, as it is termed, ſells at ten ſhillings per 
tone; we expect eight pounds of clean waſhed wool out of 
the ſtone of that which was ſmeared; and twelve pounds 
from the white wool. It is chiefly ſold to the country peo- 
ple in the neighbourhood. The grazing of black cattle upon 
brae ground, is perhaps as well underſtood in this pariſh, as 
in moſt places of Scotland; above 900 are fed annually in 
this diſtrict, either for the butcher, or the Falkirk market; 
perhaps 300 of theſe may be wintered ; the remainder duni 

in at the Whitſunday markets. 0 

The winterers graze in the open feld, during the vile 
winter ſeaſon; and are fed once or twice a day with coarſe 
hay, made of ſprats and graſs,—gathered in autumn amongſt 
the cows feet in their paſture ; the graziers commonly begin 
I 2 te 
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ed as a ſevere winter, when they are forced to begin before 
Chriſtmas,) and continue till about the beginning of April 
when the cattle refuſe it. There are few cattle grazed with 
us but Highlanders, and we prefer thoſe from Argyleſhire, 


and the iſles: North country cattle are rejected, as they ate 


conſidered by the graziers as ſour and difficult to feed: graz. 

= ing of Highland cattle upon brae-ground in this diſtrict, owes 
= much of the perfection to which it has been brought, to Mt 
David Dun, a native of this parith —He has ſpent the better 
14 of his life in the profeſſion of a ſhepherd, grazier, and breed- 
= er of cattle 3 and his countrymen acknowledge, with pleaſure, 
the obligations they are under to him for his {kill and atten- 

4 tion in theſe particulars. —He has, with ſome propriety, been 
ſtyled the Scotch Bakewell ; for ſeveral years, he gave 14000. 

per annum for graſs. lands, and at that time did not ſo much 

as grow a Cabbage plant; at preſent, he pays about 8001. per 

annum on current leaſes; he has been known, again and 2. 


ban 


— 
mm, 


>< 


at twelve and fourteen pounds Sterling per head, to the but- 
chers ;z—he has brought his breed of muir ewes to ſuch per- 
fection, as often to fell his tup-hogs at a guinea per head, to 
the Highland ſhepherds for brood rams: — He has fold forty 
or fifty at this rate, in a feaſon. Beſides the uncommon {kill, 
which, from long experience, he muſt have acquired in the 
judging of cattle and ſheep; there are certain uniform prin- 
ciples which he goes upon in grazing, which may be proper 
to mention: In the 1½ place, never to ſtock his land ſo hea- 
vily as his neighbours, oreven perhaps as the land could bear; 
by this means, his cattle have always the choice of graſs, and 
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der them in winter. The cattle by this means are fully fed, 
which gives him the option of merchants. 2d/y, By having 
| farms 
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to fodder, as they term it, about Chriſtmaſs, (It is conſider... 


gain, to fel cattle of the Highland breed, of his own rearing, 


he is enabled to gather enough amongſt their feet to fod- 
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bi of different emyletdinky h8 has it in his power to ſort 
his cattle 1 in ſuch a manner, as to ſuit each farm. — He has it 
in his power to vary their food, and to change them from 


frm to farm, as he perceives them healthy, taking on fleſh, 
or the contrary, '3dly, In the manner of buying his cattle | 


from the Uighland dealers, he is very particular : he muſt 


have the worſt and oldeſt, draughted again and again from 


the drove, before he will purchaſe it ; by this means, he ac- 


quires none but healthy cattle 3 perhaps they may coſt him a 


few ſhillings more per head, but it is foon repaid. —Scarcely 
erer any of his cattle die; and they are ſo evenly, that it is 
hardly in the power of the butcher to challenge a bad beaſt ; 
by this management, his profits are uniform over the whole 
head; whereas, when cattle are ſhot, as it is termed, the pro- 
fits are greately diminiſhed. 5 i 

We are not to imagine that the profits of graziers in our 
brae lands are very great; when the cattle are bought in at 
Martinmas, and kept for one year in the paſture, two 
guineas per head is expected as graſs-mail; when bought at 
the Whitſunday market and kept till Martinmas, one guinea 


is expected per head; when theſe profits are deficient, it is 


conſidered as a bad year by the e z and when e ex- 


ceed, it is conſidered as s good times.“ 
Roads. 
9 This gentleman hath been unfortunately killed by accident, ſince writ- 
ing this account. It happened on the 27th of May 1794, as he was attending 
on ſeep ſhearing: —Leading a ſheep acroſs a wooden bridge, the rail of the 
bridge gave way; and he was thrown into the river; "3 falling upon a ſtone, he 


Was killed on the ſpot, 


* Notwithſtanding the diſtrict of Campſie ſeems to be ſo well adapted for 


the grazing of cattle, perhaps there are ſome defects attending their plan, 
which it may be proper to mention: I/, It ſeems to be the misfortune of the 


Scotch in general, and particularly of the people of this diſtrict, that when 


they 
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Roads.—Great attention and ſkill have been ſhown in thi 
article; the pariſh is interſected by two great roads, the ons 
ol turnpike, leading from the military road at Kippin to Glaſ. 
_ gow, the other from Eaſt to Weſt, joining the great Edinburgh 


road 


they obſerve their neighbours thriving in any profeſſion, they immediately 
run into it, without conſidering whether they have induſtry or talents to ſuc. 
a ceed ; ſuch has, of late, been too much the caſe in the grazing line; ſo that 
Now, the utmoſt induſtry and talents can ſcarcely enable them to live. The 
country banks afforded abundance of credit to every adventurer ; from ſuch 
a competition amongſt theſe wwou!d-be-graziers, the graſs-farms are too 
high rented ; the cattle are dear bought from their rearers; and the reſult 
has been, that notwithſtanding the cry of the goodneſs of the times, very lit- 
| tle profit has been made by the people embarked in this profeſſion ; for theſ: 
ten years paſt, many bankrupcies have taken place among that claſs of men; 
It indulges the adventurous ſpirit of the people, and therefore will always be 
2 favourite profeſſion, let the profits be what they will. 24), The rage for 
Highland cattle is too great, more fo than theſe cattle deſerve ; it is true, 
Where ground is high and much expoſed, ſuch cattle is more adapted for the 
paſture, than the cattle which the low country produces; but perhaps it 
would be the intereſt of the grazier, to turn all our brae ground in ſheep paſ- 
ture, and the grounds of the valley into graſs farms, for lowland cattle, 
where, if once winter food were produced, and the land either protected by 
planting, or ſhades built where they might be fed with turnip in the open 
air; the proſpects of greater profits upon the fattening of beaſts would be 
procured, than by the imperfect mode of buying either winterers at the Down 
markets, or lean cattle at Belting, and ſelling them at Martinmas. 3d, 
There is another defect which attends the preſent ſyſtem of grazing in this 
country, and which tends to render the becf of Highland cattle too dear to 
the conſumer ; there being no leſs than three diſſerent claſſes of people who 
muſt have their profits within the year: There is the drover, who colle&s 
theſe cattle in ſmall parcels from the rearer, and fells them at fairs, at an ad- 
vanced price to the graziers ; the grazier, again, very often ſells his cattle to 
the couper, who runs them at fairs ro the conſumer, and ſometimes exads a 
profit almoſt equal to that of the grazier: In ſhort, there is too much of the 
ſpirit of adventure in this profeſſion, whereby bath the grazier and conſuy 
er are loſers. 1 . 
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02d at Auchinreach houſe on the Eaft, and the turnpike 
road by Strathblane to Glaſgow, on the the Weſt ; beſides 
theſe two great lines, the turnpike road from Edinburgh to 
Glaſgow by Falkirk, paſſes through Campſie for two miles; 
and there are two croſs branches which ſtrike off to Kirkin- 
tilloch; ſo that there are in all 20 Englith miles of road in 
this diſtrict, 10 of which are kept up by the converted ſta- 
tute labour: It will be eaſily believed that there are few diſ- 
tricts more complicably interſeCted, and, it may be added, 
fewer {till where the roads are better kept in order. The 
roads in this diſtri, before the act for converting the ſtatute 
labour took place, were miſerable indeed ; for although the 
labour of 101 plough-gates, according to the mode of three 
days of a man and horſe in ſpring, and as much in autumn 
for each plough, might appear adequate to the purpoſe ; ſtill, 


from the awkward and careleſs manner in which they 


wrought, the' roads were hardly paſſable in winter ; at the 
ſame time, I am convinced that this was as much owing to 
the want of ſkill in the overſeers as to the want of dexterity 
in the labourers. As to. any poſitive advantage gained to the 
public, from the converſion act, 128. per annum is by no 
means equal to the labour of ſix days of a man and a horſe. 
The ſum levied in this pariſh varied exceedingly of late years, 
owing to the increaſe of inhabitants; every cotter or houſe- 
holder paying 28. per annum, it hath amounted to 7ol. per 
annum, 50 of which is paid by the farmers and landholders, 
and the other 20l. by the cottars. Till within theſe 3 years, 
this ſum was expended in making and repairing, and keep- 
ing up 18 out of the 20 miles of road the pariſh contains: 
Now, by one great line of road being made a turnpike, the 
whole money will be expended in future, in improving and 
Seping up 10 miles, and in making ſuch croſs-cuts to the 

| great 
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great branches, as the farther improvement of the diftrig 
ſhall ſuggeſt; one of which improvements is evident to the 
moſt careleſs obſerver; viz. in cutting a line of road from 
Campſie kirk to the Crow road, the diſtance is not much 
more than 600 yards, and yet to the people who travel to 


Stirling from this part of the —_— it mult ſhorten the 
road fully 3 miles. 


Conſidering that the roads were made upon no determin. 
ed plan, but ſometimes altering and mending the old lines, 
as circumſtances occurred, it is wonderful, that in a diſtrict 
where the ground 1s ſo uneven, and particularly when it is 
conlidered that one of the roads croſſæs part of a mountain 
800 feet high, that there ſhould be ſo few pulls in it; ſeldom 
or ever 1s the riſe more ſudden than that of one foot 1 in 20. 


Upon 


As ſomctimes it hath been propoſed to carry a turnpike road from 
Kilſych to the military road near Buchanan houſe, the ſeat of the Duke of 
Montroſe, through the ſtraths of Campſie, Strathþlane, and Killearn; and if a 
bridge was thrown over the Leven, at the boat of Ballach, there cannot be 
the fmalleſt doubt, that the great line of travelling from the Weſt Highlands 
to Edinburgh, muſt be through the valley of Campſie, it being much nearer 
than either by Glaſgow or Stirling: (ſince writing this account, a bill has 
paſſed, qualifying the heritors of Stirlingſhire to carry this Eaſt and Welt di 
rcQion through the valley of Fintray, to the North of Campſie hills, and 
through the valley on the river Blane. It may not be improper to obſerve 
here, that the people who grumble moſt in paying money inſtead of the ſtatute 
labour, are the cottars and tradeſmen ; and yet they are the greateſt gainers: 
They don't recollect, that wherever good roads exiſt, raw materials are caliy 
imported, and manufactured articles have ready acceſs to the market: ſuc! 
local advantages, along with the circumſtance of cheap fuel, have been th: 
great reaſons of encouraging manufacturers to ſettle amongſt us: the truth 
iz, the public, or the truſtees for the public, may be ſaid to have made 3 
bad bargain when they agreed (as the act of Parliament expreſſes] t 
receive two ſhillings from a cottar in lieu of four days labour, a)thougd 
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Upon the different lines of . there are no leſs than 


ig ſtone bridges, 4 of which are a-croſs the Kelvin. It may 
be obſerved, that there are ſeveral old cauſeways in the pa- 


rſh, on the line of road leading to the pariſh church, which, 


tradition ſays, were made by offenders in ancient times, by 
way of penance z particularly the cauſeways made by the ſe- 
ven brothers of the name of M Donald; theſe ſhew the ſtile 
in which roads were formed in thoſe early days; as far as 


can be perceived, they conſiſted of one large whinſtone in 
the middle, with ſmaller ones on each fide in rows, the 


breadth of the road being about fix feet. There is one radi- 
cal defect attending the roads of this diſtrict ; the ſoil being 
gravelly, when a ſudden thaw comes after a ſevere froſt in 
winter, the ground becomes ſo ſpungy, as to be almoſt im- 
paſſable, which can only be reCtified by making a layer of 
beat whinſtone below the water gravel, a praCtice ſeldom 
followed. The following table exhibits the ſtate of our 
roads, and the prices levied at the toll-bar : 


Miles. | 2. J. d. 


Total line of road - 20 

Turnpike road Oe Wl ops 10 

Country road = = 10 

Money levied per annum in the pariſh 8 50 8 
From the ploughgates - 50 Oo © 
From the cottars = — 20 0 0 
Price of cattle at the toll bat — 8 8 8 
Horſe and cart - — 8 
Single horſe Do — 3 O © I 
The ſcore of COWS, ſheep, lambs, &c. „3 5 
Voi, XV. Z 2 Manufacturers. 


the act expreſſes, that all thoſe receiving public charity ſhall be exempted; ; 
perhaps it might be an improvement, if women and men, after a certain age, 


ſhould be excuſed from paying pariſh burdens; it would pleaſe them, and the 


Public would not be great loſers by ſuch mitigation. 
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 Manifa@ures.—At preſent the leading ſeature of this 2 
riſh is its manufaQtures: Two very extenſive printfieldg 
have been creed within theſe nine years; the one in the 


1785, at the French mills, ſtiled the Kincaid printfield, the 


firm, Henderſon, Semple and Company, upon a farm which 


they have rented from the laird of Kincaid, at three pound 
per acre : They have conſtructed not only the moſt elegant 


machinery for the calico printfield ; but have likewiſe com- 


pleted a ſet of works for the manufacturing all forts of grain; 


the fall at this printfield is 22 feet; the grounds are laid 


out with great taſte ; and in order to obtain ſoft pure water, 


they have dug a reſervoir of 120 yards in length, and ſeven- 


ty in breadth, with a fmall ifland in the middle, planted 
with fhrubs. 


The other was erected in the year 1786, containing a farm 


annexed to it of about thirty acres ; likewiſe at three pound 
per acre, where works uncommonly commodious have been 


crected: The firm of this fecond, is Lindſay, Smith and 
Company; both fields are upon a leaſe of 99 years. 

Both theſe works have been carried on with ſpirit, and, it 
is believed, with conſiderable ſucceſs. 'I'wo circumſtances 
induced the manufacturers to ſettle in this pariſh ; viz. plen- 
ty of pit-coal, and the uncommon ſupply of water in all ſea- 
ſons; perhaps the circumſtances of being ſituated in the neigh- 
bourhood of Glaſgow, and of the Canal, might not a little 


contribute to fix their choice. There are about 306 perſons, 


young and old, employed at each field; each employs 37 
tables for block printing, and 17 copperplate preſſes; they 
in general bleach their own cloth for printing. 

At the Lennox mill print-field, there is another field laid out 
| for bleaching lawns, which there is every reaſon to believe wil 
ſucceed perfectly well. The work Henle at the Weſter 

field, 


_ 
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field, are commodioully lodged at the new village of Lenox- 


town; and at the Kincaid, or Eaſter Field, ſeveral of the print- 


ers have feued ſteadings on the grounds, ſo that there is eve- 
ry probability of a neat village being built, for the conve- 


nience of its ſervants: At firſt, (as was to be expected in 


all new works,) the operative people were a little turbulent; 


— 


and conſidering that they were a collection from all the dif- 
ferent corners of the country, enjoying high wages, and car- 
ried away by the licentiouſneſs of the times, their turbulence 
was not to be wondered at; but that is now all over; and 


there are ſcarce any works in the country, where the people 


behave more circumſpectly towards their employ ers, and are 


more regular in their deportment. 
Theſe public works employ each of them two Exciſe of- 
ficers; and they pay of revenue to Government about four 


thouſand pounds each per annum. 


It may be proper to notice, that although the wages of ca- 
lico printers ſeem to be the higheſt of any in the country ; 
no doubt, when the long apprenticeſhip is conſidered, along 
with the unwholeſome nature of the work, the wages per- 
haps ſhould be greater than of moſt other operative people ; 
at the ſame time, when it is conſidered, that the higheſt Wa- 
ges do not always make the wealthieſt tradeſman; perhaps, 
if ſome method could be fallen upon to reduce the prices, 
both the tradeſman and the public would be gainers. 

The following table exhibits the preſent ſituation of one 


field, as far as is known to the public. There being nearly 


the ſame workmen at both, the fame table may apply to each. 
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DrstaxArro xs. 5 Wacrs Per W Ex. 
Block Printers « 36 from ö 
Copper plates ditto . 22 from 28. to 218. ditto. 

| Pencillers . . . 160 from 4s. to 6s. ditto. 
_ Tearing Boys +, 36 | 28. 


188. to 218. per week. 


ditto, 
J qo +» 26: Ss. ditto. 
Engra vers.. . 16 from 28s. to 225. ditto. 
Miln Wrights 2 125. ditto. 
| Labourers .. 6 78. ditto. 
Furnace Men. 8 78. ditto. 
Exciſe Officers 2 „ per annum. 


Revenue to Government. 8cool. per annum. 


It may be obſerved, that as tlie greateſt number of block 


printers at each field are apprentices, ſo, of courſe, their wa- 


ges are ſmall in proportion: Their maſters are only bound, 
by their indentures, to allow them 38. per week, for the firſt 
four years, and 4s. per week, the laſt three vears; but, owing 
to the briſkneſs of trade for ſome years by gone, it was cuf. 
tomary to allow the apprentices to work for as much as they 
could make, giving them the half of the journeyman's prices; 
at preſent, the wages of the calico printers in this diſtrict are 


ſomewhat fallen, owing to the great number of turn-overs (as 


they are termed,) from thoſe fields which have ſtopped pay- 
ment. Whether this depreſſion of their wages ſhall continue or 
not, the ebbs and flows of the trade muſt determine. Theſe 
two printfields pay annually about nine thouſand pounds Ster- 
ling in wages. This pariſh may now be ſaid to poſſeſs a 
ſpirit for carrying on manufactures of different ſorts; there 
being no leſs than 105 operative weavers in it; 9 of which 
are employed by private families; the remainder weave to the 
manufactures in Glaſgow, and, as far as can be well aſcer- 
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ined, earn, at an average, from twenty pence to two ſhil- 
lings per day. T e 
Population. 

+ 1t will not be improper, to take notice of a ſpecies of manufaQure which 
has exiſted in this pariſh for ſome ages: We know that it was manafaQur.. 


ed, to a conſiderable extent, as early as the reign of James the 6th, which 
goes by the name of the Campſie gray; and was then conſidered as the ſta- 


ple of the country. It may be proper to deſcribe it : It was ſpun about the 
eriſt of nine cuts out of the pound of wool, each cut con fiſting of ſixty threads, 


ix quarters long; it was dyed a blue colour in the woot, and wove ſor a pen. 


ny farthing the ell, in a ten porter or two hundred reed; they ſeldom made 


it broader than half an ell and a nail of dre ſſed cloth; and they ſold the | 


double ell from half a crown to three ſhillings ; ſo that the weaver had for the 
fingle yard little more than fifteen pence : le was ſpun by the women in 


prirate families during the ſummer ; it being cuſtomary for each family to 


have two of theſe webbs, one of which was got dreſſed againſt Martinmas, 
and ſold to pay the maſter's rent ; the other againſt New-years-day; the pro- 
fits of which went to ſupply the demands of the family. The ſairs of Kil- 


ſych were the great markets for the diſpoſal of theſe gray webs; the ſervant 


ads uſed to collect from all the neighbouring pariſhs, in order to ſupply them- 
ſelves with ſuits of Campſie Gray; which they would eaſily do, at the mo- 
derate expence of nine pounds Scots; and perhaps, few countries ever ſupply- 


three pence per day beſides her victuals: It would be improper to paſs over 
the breaking of the gray web, a ſcene of joy and gaiety, which will not 
foon be forgot in this part of the country: If a private family was to have 
their wool prepared for ſpinning, a number of country laſſes were invited in 
order to card it; they generally aſſembled in the barn; during the day, a 
large piece of cheeſe was cut from the kebbock, and wrapt up in a white 
cloth, and hid by one of the damſcls; at the gloming, the young lads uſed to 
aſſemble, in order to ſearch for this cheeſe, and peculiarly fortunate was that 
young man conſidered to be, who (having received a watch word from ſome 
ol his fair friends,) found out the cheeſe, and had the opportunity of dividing 
it amongſt the ſimpering damſels. Both the manufactures and days of inno- 
cent amuſement are gone; nor has the manners introduced by public works 
tepaired the loſs; it muſt be owned, however, that ſince manufactures were 
introduced, there is an uncommon degree of activity which pervades this dif 
in, and which accompanies the people in all their operations; and perhaps, 
indeed, I would rather be diſpoſed to pronounce the character ol the pedpie 
in this place inclined to merchandiſe and adventure. 
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Population, —This preſent year, 1793, when the numerain 


was made, there were 2517 ſouls. The p puiation of this ja, 1759 

_— 0 | | | g . 

riſh has increaſed 900, ſince December 1783, the number then 111 
being 1627. In Dr Webſter's account it is given up at 1400. ; 

From feveral facts in the poſſeſſion of the writer of this ac. 1754 


count, the population of this pariſh" ſeems ſomewhat to have 
deeclined from the Revolution till the year 1763. The clic mm 
cauſe which has been afligned for this circumſtance, was the 
throwing ſeveral ſmall tenements together, making one larg: IM :75; 
farm, whereby a number of families were thrown out of bread, IM *i% 
and obliged to emigrate to large towns for their daily ſub- 


| : | : 1770 
ſiſtence The number of houſeholders or reeks, previous to 15 
the 1783, I cannot mark poſitively ; in that year there wen 577 


317; population then being ſomewhat better than five to: It 
family; in the preſent year, there are 609 houſeholders, cM conf 
people who keep reeks, ſo that the number of ſouls have not} from 
increaſed in the ſame proportion as that of houſeholders : H *<"* 
reaſon is obvious: ſeveral young people, printers and pencil 596 
lers, at the different printfields, keep houſe, either ſingly, u mw 
perhaps, though married, have not as yet more than on: 
child; ſo that the population in this pariſh, even ſuppotingſl 707 
the houſeholders not to increaſe, is not come to its juſt level. 
To ſhew the proportions from the Revolution to the year 


It 
1763, I have ſubjoined the following table; each ſtatemen reg 
containing the average of baptiſms for five years: put 
U 
Years. Baptiſms, Average. Years. Baptiſms, Average, 
1696 49 1732 32 | the 
1709 47 5 1733 43 | 
%% 47 1734 28 8 
1704 41 1735 44 10 
1705 49 | 1735 43 
— 46 — 5 
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Years. Baptiſms- Average, | 
1759 37 2 1773 =. ET 
1 * 1774 39 
1752 59 255 FN 37 
1733 5 | 1781 38 | 
3 „ 178 4⁰ 

e 41 1783 42 
1760 37 | „ IT os 
1153 26 1785 46 


II 
on 
Ja 
* 
+> 
IS 


17 8 1789 — 84 
7706 29 1790 e 
— a n 75 
1770 36 93 4792 89 
1771 44 1793 115 
1772 - 5 "mS es 90 


It may be obſerved that the regiſter of marriages ſeems to 


ronfirm the ſame opinion, that the population had decreaſed 
from the Revolution to the year 1763 +: 
Years, Marriages. Average. Tears. Marriages Average» 


1696 17 1790 26 

1697 19 ER 3 

1698 | 22 | 1792 1 

1705 18 | 1793 26 

$707 © 28 El = — 28 
— 21 


It is not ſo eaſy to aſcertain the average of deaths, as no 
regiſter ſeems to have been kept, previous to the year 1790, 
but for theſe laſt four years it ſtands thus : 

Wi 5 | Years. 


* This period ſeems to have been the loweſt, as is likewiſe evident from 
the regiſter of marriages. | 


+ It appears, as far as the regiſter of marriages is entire, that the num« 
ber decreaſed to about 12; it is now about 28 aunually, as appears from the 
liſt of the 4 laſt years, 
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Years. Years, Deaths, 


Deaths, Average, Average 
7790 38 R | 
2797 41 1793 34 36 


Allowing our regiſters to have been accurately kept, which 
1 believe to be as much the caſe as in moſt e country pariſhes; 
it is evident that they are regulated by no general rule: The 
ſudden influx of inhabitants have varicd theſe regiſters ex. 
ccedingly. The following table exhibits all the mou rela- 
tive to the profent ſtate of population : 5 


DESIGNATION „ &c. Of the three laſt years of burials, the 


| Houſcholders, 3 60g diſeaſes ſtand thus: 
Inhabitants, . ; 2527 Died of fevers, : $ 
Males, — . 1234 Small- pox, . 1 13 
Females, + 6 1292 Conſumptions, . 2 — * 
Below x0 years 882 Pally, . F , 2 

Born in the pariſh, 1334 Aſthma, . I 
Incomers, % ; | 1190 Chincough, a 6 
Baptiſms, 3 90 Bowelhive, (vulgarly aa) 1 
Marriages, ; . 23 Meaſles, . . 6 
Burials, a 36 Child- bed, 1 
Above ninety, 5 © Still-born, . 4 
Above eighty, 358 5 Mortification, :; . ! 
Above ſeventy, 4 100 Old age, pet ; 26 


What is now ſtiled conſumption, ſeems to have been un- 
known in this diſtrict about 60 years ago; and I believe ge- 
nerally unknown in Scotland: Many cauſes have been af- 
ſigned for this fact, by medical men. Where people were 
cloathed in plaiding, which ſomewhat reſembles flannel, as 
was the caſe till very lately in this diſtrict, and where they 
ſeldom were confined to work in warm houſes, as is now the 
caſe, great colds, the forerunners of confumption, would not 


eaſily affect them. 
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Of this population we have ſubjoined the following table, 


ſhewing how they were employed ſpring 1792 


Of the 882 below ten years of age, 

there were, at the four different 
' ſchools in this pariſh, +. 200 
The remaining were infants in their 


parents houſes, * of no em- 
ployment, = „ D88-- 


The remaining 8co males above ten 
years of age, are employed in the 
following manner : | 

Gentlemen who live on their rents 8 


Miniſter of the Eſtabliſhment ; 


Miniſter of a Relief meeting houſe I 


Surgeon „ . T 
Farmers and graziers + 96 
Weavers . . 105 
Tailors p : 8 
Houſe-carpentets . II 


Block · printers . 


Stocking-makers 5 


Copperplate preſs-printers 
Tearing bess . 
Coalliers- -—/:  -; "= 
Lime-quarriers OO 
Hill-men at the different pits 
Carters and Carriers . 


Labourers N F 


Houſe ſervants to the gentry 
Farmers and graziers ſervants 


Publicans ES . 
Schoolmaſters - 5 
Students - - 

Grave-digger 5 . 
Millers . . 


Lint- dreſſers and glovers . 


Miln-wrights d . 6 Shop-keepers and chandlers 
Black-ſmiths in four ſhops «. 9 Bleachers 8 by 
Shoe-makers "I . 5 Dyers = . 
Exciſe-officers who refide in the pa- 
„„ ; : 2 
A Tanrs, 


Sewing how the 800 females are employed i in 179 3. 


Wives to the different houſchold- 
ers „ . 410 

Daughters, reſiding in their pa- 
rents families 3 170 


Sevants i in gentlemen's families 26 


| Menial ſervants to the farmers and 


different houſeholders in the pa- 

tim N 8 110 
As ſempſtreſſes and mautua ma- 

ers A . 12 


Vet. XV. 3 


Midwives i . 
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The remaining ſeventy- one are ei- 


ther widows or unmarried wo- 


men, who reſide in cot-houſes 71 


Of the married women and young 


perſons, reſiding in their parents 


houſes, there may be about one hun- | 


dred and ſixty who pencil calico to 


the prin t-{iclds. 
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Poor. — Every attempt hath been made by the heritors and 
ſelſſion to diſcourage begging z as yet their efforts have proved 
abortive ; and although at this moment there is not a ſingle 
perfor in this pariſh underſtood to be a common beggar, we 
are ſtill peſtered with vagrants. The poor which we coun- 
tenance as ſuch, generally reſide along with their children, 
or ſome near relation; they receive their allowance on the 
firſt Monday of each month; 6s. per month is the higheſt 
ſum given ; none receive leſs than three; at an average there 
are 20 conſtantly upon our liſt. The funds from which they 
are paid are the collections at the church door, the mort- 
cloth fees and proclamation money, together with the inter- 
eſt of 5701. of which pool. is ſecured on heritable properly 
at 5 per cent intereſt, payable twice in the year: The other 
Jol. is lodged in bank, payable on demand in caſe of an e- 
mergency; from thoſe funds we have been able as yet to ſup- 
ſupply the wants ot our poor. The collections at the facra- 
ment, including the preparation and the thankſgiving days, 272 
applied to the relief of thoſe indigent houſeholders, whoſe f- 
ſituation is not ſo preſſing as to make them objects of the or 
dinary charity. Although it is believed that the law allows 
kirk ſeſſions to take poſleſhion of the effects belonging to the 
paupers, ſo ſoon as they grant them ſapply ; we have anxioul- 
ly avoided being too ſtrick in this particular; for, callous as 
the relations of the pauper may be, it is ſtill an inducement 
for them to aſſiſt a little; whereas, if they had no proſpe of 
ſucceeding to the trumpery, ſmall as it is, the whole care of 
their relation. would be thrown upon the pariſh ; and it 1 
well known that 18d. per week is not adequate to all the ne- 
ceſſiics of lodging, clothing, and feeding a pauper. The 
Engliſh ſytem is to ſupport the poor, the Scotch to aſh l 
The 
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The ſeſſion in this pariſh has hitherto taken the complete 
management of ſupplying the poor; the hexitors meet once 
in the year, or two years, as it ſuits them, to examine and 
paſs their accounts ; and 1t may be ſaid here, as in every pa- 
ln in Scotland, that it is the cheapeſt and beſt managed pu- 
blic fund in Great Britain; the only expence incurred with 
us is of one guinea per annum allowed to the ſeffion-clerk, 
for keeping the books. Beſides the public parochial charity, 
there are two other charitable inſtitution 8, Which have lately 
been ſounded in the parith, the one known | by the name of 
the Campſie Benevoient Society, inſtituted in the year 1786, 
and whoſe capital already amounts to fool. which Society 
allows 3s. to its members per week if bed-rid, and 28. per 
weck if merely incapable of work; the other inſtitution is 
connected with the Lennox-Kilwinning maſon lodge; its ea- 
pital is 70l.; it likewiſe allows liberally to its indigent. mem- 
bers. | cp PE IRE 
ne annual diſburſements by the ſ: Ton are between Go 
and 7cl. Sterling per annum. This pariſh, conſidering its 
niches and its population, could afford its poor a great deal 
more, providing a: aſſeſſment tovk place; the mode of pro- 
viſion by collections at the church doors, has been conſider- 
ably hurt by a Relief meeting-houſe, winch hath lately been 
erected in the pariſh; the collections made at theſe houſes 
being either employed to pay their miniſters, or to pay the 
debts incurred in building their chapels, none is given to ſup- 
port the regular poor; ſuch houſes, therefore, upon their pre- 
ſent footing, are extremely prejudicial to the Scotch mode of 
providing for the indigent ||. | | 
"4&2 
| From the opportunity that the writer of this account has had, as a na- 
uve of this par iſn, of attending to the ſtate of the poor in this diſtrict, he can« 
dot help taking notice of a remarkable trait of the degeneracy of the preſent 


age 


58 
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O the Church, —Campic was a a parſonage; ; the derb of 
Campſie was the Sacriſtan of the Cathedral of Gl: i{xow ; of 
courſe, he muſt have been one of the reſidentary canons; he 
had a houſe in the Ratten-row of Glaſgow, ſaid to be (till in 
exiſtence z and was accuſtomed to ſerve the cure at Campfe 
by a vicar. As this pariſh, in Roman Catholic times, contained 
above 150 plough-gates of land, from which the parſon drew 
tithes ; the Probability! is, chat the living was conſiderable, 

Attending 


55 age. About 35 years ago, it would have been conſidered as diſgraceful to chil. 
dren to have allowed their parents to be ſapported by the ſeſſion, or even the 
more diſtant relations of brethren or nephews, to have heard of their ſiſters or 
uncles caſt upon the box, as they termed it; it is now aſtoniſhing with what 
greedineſs people receive public charity; they ſomewhat conſider it as a pen- 
ſion, to which they are entitled. It is not uncommon to perceive children 
enjoying high wages, and indulging in many of the gaieties of life, neglecting 
their aged parents: ſuch unnatural conduct was not congenial once with 
Scottiſh independence, and that dignified pride, which characterized our fore- 
fathers, in their more virtuous days, When a pauper dies, it is cuſtomary 
for the ſeſſion to provide the coflin and winding-ſlieet, and mortcloth, gratis, 
And if there ſhall be no relation of the deceaſed in the pariſh, to contribute for 
the little entertainment neceſſary at the funeral, which ſeldom happens, 5s. 
is allowed for ſuch expence. As it might tend to throw more light upon the 
Political ſituation of a country, to examine at what age, and what are the clals 
of people of which the paupers of a pariſh are compoſed, I have ſubjoined the 
following table, comprehending the different 1 of Rn, and the 
ſums given. 


No. of paupers on our lift, , . : 25 
Of theſe there are females, | 05" Y , 16 
Males, s 3 . e a 9 
Above ſixty years of age, EL ; 5 
The average of the years of their receiving > WE" d 
Of this number of paupers, there are no leſs than five facile in their mind, 5 
The higheſt ſum given is per month, f : 6s. 


It would appear that it is only the hundredth part of the whole inhad!- 
tants who require public charity, - 
Of theſe twenty five paupers, cight are unmarried women. 


16; 
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Attending to that diſtinction of biſhops churches, and menſal 
churches, it was one of the biſhops churches gifted by 
Donald, Earl of Lennox, to the See of Glaſgow, in the year 
1270. Thoſe who delight in magnifying the riches of the 
church of Rome, take particular pleaſure in pointing out the 
yard where the parſon of Campſic's corn- ſtacks were arrang- 
ed, and the ſite of the mill which was conſtantly employed 
in grinding his grain. There is reaſon to believe, that he was 
not the leaſt wealthy heritor of his pariſh. Previous to the 
Reformation, we know that Lamberton and Beaton were 
parſons of Campſie, and afterwards both of them biſhops of 
St. Andrews, men who made ſome figure in their day “. 

| The 


* Since the Reformation, the names of the clergy who filled that charge, 
and the dates of their admiſſion, have been preſerved in the presbytery re- 
cords of Glaſgow; and they furniſh us with a pretty good ſpecimen of the 
ſpirit of the times. There is reaſon to believe, that the clergyman of this 
pariſh continued Roman Catholic, and accaſionally performed this ſacred 
function in the pariſh, till the year 1572; he is ſaid to have been a branch of 
the family of Mars : about that time, we find a Mr William Erſkine, a re- 
lation likewiſe of the Maxx family, parſon of Campſie; he was aſter wards 
titular Archbiſhop of Glaſgow ; he is ſaid never to have been in holy orders: 
How long he continued par ſon of Campſie, we know not; but we find, 

I/, Mr Stoddart, presbyterian miniſter of Campſie, on the 3d of November 
1581. | | 

f 2d, Mr James Stewart is ſettled aſſiſtant and ſucceſſor the 25th of March 
1607, | IN e | 
34, Mr John Crichton was admitted the 23d of April 1623 : He was depo- 
ſed for what was called corrupt doctrine : There is a tradition in the pariſh, 
that he was ſuch a remarkable tout, well breathed man, that he could walk 
in forty minutes to the top of the Campſie Fells, eating a peaſe bannock, to 
a ſpot which, to this day, goes by the name of Crichton's Cairn. 

4th, Mr Alexander Forbes was admitted the 16th of December 1629; 
and was depoſcd for not conforming to the Synod of Glaſgow, on the third 
of April 1639. Os 


5th, 


366 Statiſtical Account. 


The progreſs of the ſtipends of this pariſh, I have not been 
able to aſcertain accurately prior to the year 1618 : It is then 
declared to be two chalders of meal and 600 merks : In the 

| =; | year 


Ft, Mr John Collins was admitted the 2d of November 1641; he was mur. 
dered in returning from the presbytery about Martinmas 1648; the ſufpi- 
cion fell upon the laird of Balglaſs, a ſmall heritor in the pariſh, ho Was oh- 
liged to fly the country to avoid puniſhment. 

tb, Mr Archibald Denniſton was ordained the zoth of March 1649: He 
was depoſed by the proteſters in 1655, about which depoſition Principal Bail. 
lie, in his lerters, makes the following remark : He was reſtored in the year 
1661, and died 1679; there is a traditionary anecdote mentioned of him, 
which ſomewhat marks the character of the man.— In the year 1655 he hed 
begun a diſcourſe on a text, and half finiſhed the firſt head.,—In the year 1001, 
when reſtored, he took up the ſecond, prefacing his diſcourſe, Ly ſaying, that 
the times were altered, but that the doctrines of the go! ;pel are 1 A the 
fame. 

Principal Baillie, in his Wirren ſpeaki ing of Mr Denniſton fays, © he waz 
% depoſed by the proteſters in 1655; for his part, he ſaw nothing evil of the 
« man. The proteſters, ſays he, put in his room a Mr John Law, a foor bax- 
ter callen, who had but lately left Eis trade, and hardly knew his grammar; 
« but they ſaid he was gifted.” 

7th, Mr John Law was ordained by the proteſters in 1656: He was ejec- 
ted 1661, and was reſtored 1688; he never officiated again in Campſie. 
81h, Mr George Miln was inſtituted 24th June 1681: He was turned out 


at the Revolution, and was exceedingly ill uſed; the worthleſs part of the 


pariſh having riſen in a mob and broke his furniture, and threatened his per- 
ſon ; this gentleman, however, by way of retaliation, carried away the re- 
_ cords of the pariſh. 
oth, Mr john Govan, who had been impriſoned in the Baſs, in James the 
It's time, was ordained miniſter of Campſie on the 5th of December 1685; 
he died a batchelor the T3th of September 1729. 
10th, He was fuccecded by his nephew Mr John Forreſter, a 3 of 
Forreſter's of Pinovan; he died in September 1731, at the age of 25. 
11th, He was tucceeded by Mr John Warden, a ſon of the miniſter of 
Gargunnock ; he was ordained the 3d of April 1732; which gentleman was 
tranſlated to Perth, and afterwards to the Canongate of Edinburgh, He was 
ſuccceded by Mir Wiliam Bell, a native of Eclesfechan, Dumſricsſhire; who 
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vear 1649, an augmentation of a chalder of meal, and one 
hundred pounds Scots, was granted; and in the 1785, a new 
zugmention was granted; fo that the ſtipend now is 801. 
Sterling in money, two chalders of meal, and one chalder of 
harley : It would appear, that very ſoon after the act paſ- 
ſed, ordaining glebes to the reformed clergy, that four acres 
and a half of arable land was allocated to the miniſter of 
Campſie : In the year 1646, when a disjunction and annexa- 
tion took place, three acres and a half more were allocated 


for paſture ; but, owing to the turbulence of the times which 


followed, the miniſter never ſeems to have been in poſſeſſion 
of them; ſo that at preſent the glebe of Campſie is deficient 


in paſture ; the heritors, about 30 years ago, bought an acre of 
land, adding it to the four acres and half, without ſpecifying 


whether it was in part of paſture or not. Till lately, it was cuſ- 
tomary for the miniſter to uſe ſome overt act to prevent pre- 
ſcription running againſt him, anent the three acres and a 
half which had been allocated for paſture. For ſome time af- 
ter the Reformation, it would appear that the clergyman had 
lived in the vicar's houſe. In 1627, a houſe was built alen- 
arly for the purpoſe of lodging the miniſter; it was a ſmall 
houſe of two ſtories, thatched with ſtraw : In 1727, a new 


houſe was built on the ſame ſite; which houſe, along with the 


oclies, was repaired in the year 1785, at the very moderate 


expence of one hundred and twenty nine pounds. The church 


conſiſted 


was ordained the 24th of Scptember 1747, and died the 8th of May 1 783. 
1;th, He was ſucceeded by the preſent incumbcat. Thirteen clergymen 
have therefore officiated in this pariſh ſince the Reformation, at leaſt fince the 
year 1582; which, at an average, is nearly 16 years to each incumbent; but 
what is very aſtoniſhing, out of that number no leis than five were ejected on 
account of the turbulence of the times, and one ſaid to have been murdered z 
Qs, which ſhould lead us to value the peaceable and happy times in which 
We live, 
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conſiſted originally of three parts: ½, What they called the 
kirk 24, the quire; and, 3d, the veſtry; which correſponded 
to the uſes required in the Roman Catholic times; it wa 
repaired in the year 1772: At preſent it would be by far to 
ſmall for the pariſh, if a relief meeting-houſe had not been 

erected. The kirk of Campſie, like moſt of the churches in 
popiſn times, is ſituated at the end of the pariſh ; whether 
this was from accident, or from choice of the clergy, to fix it 


in the moſt deſireable ſpot, is not eaſy to determine. If, how. 


ever, the population of this diſtrict continues to increaſe, 
there will be an abſolute neceſſity of building a more com- 
modious church in a more centrical ſpot, for the better ac- 
commodation of the inhabitants. I obſerved, that in the 
1649 there was a disjunction and an annexation of conſi- 
derable portions of this pariſh to Kilſyth and Baldernock ; it 
appears, however, by a diſpute which lately took place be- 
twixt the miniſter of Baldernock and the heritors of Camy- 
ſie, anent the augmentation of the ſtipend of Baldernock; 
that the part disjoined was only annexed guoad ſacra; and 
the probability is, that the proportion annexed to Kilſyth is 
in the ſame predicament. All the lands in the pariſh are 
now valued, and the free unpropriated tithe is better than 
600 1. Sterling annually, as the fund from which the clergy- 
men may have future augmentations. Mr Campbell of Shaw- 
Geld is titular, in virtue of his being the purchaſer of the 
eſtate of Kilſyth, from the creditors of the Lork-building 
There is an opinion entertained by ſome people, that if an 
act of Parliament does not render all miniſters ſtipendiaries, 
that on account of certain peculiar circumſtances, the mini 
ſter of Campſie is ſtill titular of the tithes. os 
The duties of this pariſh conſiſt in viſiting and regularly 


examining the congregation once in the year, beſides preach: 


ing three diſcourſes every ſunday, from the 1cth of April til 
| the 
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the roth of October; and in winter, two diſcourſes, one of 
them always a lecture: The ſacrament is given once in the 
year; three diſcourſes on the faſt day, two on Sunday, two 
on Monday: The action ſermon in the church, and the even- 
ing ſermon; beſides preaching at the tent. People have 
complained, that the tent preaching was prejudicial: I am 
inclined to believe the contrary from experience: 1/, On ac- 
count of its bringing a conſiderable collection for the poor; 
and, 2dly, 1t accuſtoms a number of people to meet together 
in a decent, cheerful, and reſpectable manner.—lI have never 
heard either the ſober, or the ſerious, or the induſtrious, com- 
plain; and conſidering the fimplicity of our ſervice, in moſt 
other reſpects, I have all along been accuſtomed to conſider 
theſe public religious meetings as beneficial to the manners 
of the country. The ecleſiaſtical diſcipline of this pariſh is 
{till kept up. As for diſcipline againſt fornicatore, two days 
doing public penance in the church, are required, beſides a 
fine of a crown, for each guilty perſon, to the poor. There 
has been an opinion entertained, that this public penance has 
been productive of very bad effects in ſociety ; ſo far has an 
idea gone forth of this ſort, that, for this reaſon, ſome writers 
have pretended to ſay, that fo long as doing public penance 
was permitted, no perſon ſhould be put to death for child 
murder: I am inclined to believe, that it would be much 
more the intereſt of the community, in a political light, that 
the laws of diſcipline ſhould be more rigidly adhered to; for 
if once the vulgar of any country, conſider incontinency as a 
venial fault, they are almoſt ready for the commiſſion of any 
crime z and as I can eaſily ſee, that the ſhame of doing penance 
operates to deter others; in this point of view, it is to be 
conſidered as anſwering the ends of edification. Public 


vaptiſm is regularly adhered to; parents requiring pri- 
Vol. XV. 5 
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vate baptiſm for their children, pay half a crown to the 
Par e NT ANTE 2 


Se boele.— There are in this pariſh two eſtabliſhed ſchools, 
The pariſh ſchool was erected in the year 1661, according 
to the form therein required, under the patronage of John, 
Archbishop of Glaſgow ; the legal ſalary was fixed at 100 
pounds Scots : It is remarkable, that in the deed of erection, 
there is an expreſs clauſe, declaring, that the ſchoolmaſter, in 
all time coming, ſhould teach Latin ; and that the ſchool ſhould 

be conſtantly held at the Clachan of Campſie. There was 
another ſchool erected in 1727, on a mortification of fifty 
pounds, left by one Young, a pedlar in Gloceſterſhire : It 
s ſituated at the diſtance of four Engliſh miles from the o- 
ther. The heritors of Campſie have, ſomehow or other, per- 
mitted the half of the ſalary belonging to the pariſh ſchool- 
maſter, to be added to the further emolument of this ſ{choo], 


of the eaſtern diſtrict.— It is to be expected, in a little time, 


this miſtake will be reCtified, and that the pariſh ſchoolmal- 
ter will receive his legal ſalary ; and, at the ſame time, the 


other ſchoolmaſter be ſufficiently provided. Beſides theſe WW 


two ſchools, there was a third erected lately at the new vi- 


liage of Camplie, for the benefit of the inhabitants; the teack- 


er has no ſalary : at the ſame time, they have always found 
teachers ready to accept the office upon the bare emolument 
of the ſchool wages: In the ſummer ſeaſon, in the South 
quarter of the pariſh, there is commonly a fourth ſchool 
taught by ſome young man from Glaſgow, who finds it con. 
venient to keep ſchool during the vacation of the College; ſo 
that at, an average, there are ſomewhat above 260 children 
| educated annually in the pariſh: There are at leaſt one 
fifth part at ſchool of thoſe who are below twelve years df 


age. The inhabitants of this pariſh are, upon the whole 
rather 
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rather diſpoſed to give their children a good education; at the 
time this account was wrote, there were thirteen Latin ſclio- 
lars at the two pariſh ſchools; the other children are certain 
of being taught to read Engliſh, write and caſt accompts ; 
the common ſtyle of education is carried on in the follow- 
ing manner : 'They learn the ſounds of the letters, and the u- 
nion of ſyllables, in the ſmall ſpelling book; then they receive 
the large ſpelling book; then they get the New Teſtament, 
and the Bible, in which they commonly read ſome time ; and 
then the Collection: they get a queſtion in the common cate- 
chiſm to repeat every morning: there is a public repetition 
on Saturday, with a pſalm on Monday. There being ſeve- 
ral public works in the pariſh, the night-ſchool is conſidera- 
ble, being wholly made up of grown perſons, who attend for 


the purpoſes of writing and arithmetic, &c. The wages are 


fixed for the pariſh ſchools by the heritors and ſeſſion, at 18. 
6d. per quarter for children, half-a-crown for writing and a- 
rithmetic, and 38. for Latin per quarter, beſides what they 


_ voluntarily give as a new-year's-gift. It 1s evident that the 


encouragement is too low; perhaps it would be the intereſt 


of Government that they ſhould have ſome little addition of 


ſalary given to them; let the wages remain as low as poſ- 
ible, to induce the people to ſend their children to ſchool ; 
from this circumſtance of the want of encouragement, and 


likewiſe from being in the neighbourhood of an Univerſity, 


from whence ſtudents come to be our ſchoolmaſters, who 


have farther proſpects, there have been no leſs than thirteen 


ichool-maſters in the pariſh ſchool, ſince the year 1759. 


Upon the whole, I would ſtyle the common education of 


Scotland, partly religious, and partly philoſophical ; It would 
not be our intereſt to ſee it violently broken in upon; it is 
this mode of education which gives the Scotch nation ſuch an 
attachment to ſpeculation in religion; it is only following 
out what they have been taught in the early period of their 
3B 2- lives. 
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7 There are in this pariſh, three ſtudents of di 
one preacher and two gown ſtudents *. 


Charafter, M orals, Genius, 9% — The inhabitants of this 
diſtrict, during the lait, and early part of this century, were 
ſomewhat conſpicuous for drinking and fighting with their 
neighbours : If any perſon in this pariſh, however mean his 
ſituation, had received an injury or affront from an inhabi- 
tant of another pariſh ; his neighbours conſidered themſelves 
bound to ſupport him, and to avenge his quarrel : ſuch con- 
duct, however, ſeems to have proceeded more from pride 


and | 


The peculiar cuſtoms of this pariſh are faſt wearing out. It was eul. 
tomary, till within theſe few years, when any head of a family died, to invite 
the whole pariſh : They were ſerved on boards in the barn, where a prayer 
was pronounced beſore and after the ſervice, which duty was moſt religiouf. 
ly obſerved : The entertainment conſiſted of the following parts: Firf, there 
there was a drink of ale, then a dram, then a piece of ſhort-bread, then ano- 
ther dram of ſome other ſpecies of liquor, then a piece of currant-bread, and 
a third dram, cither of ſpirits or wine, which was followed by loaves and 
cheeſe, pipes and tobacco : This was the old funeral entertainment in the pa- 
riſh of Campſie, and was ſtiled their ſervice ; and fometimes this was repeated, 
and was then ſtiled a double ſervice; and it was ſure of being repeated at the 
dredgy. A ſuneral coſt, at leaſt, a hundred pounds Scots, to any family who 
ſollowed the old courſe, The moſt active young man was pointed out to the 
office of ſerver ; and in thoſe days, while the manners were ſimple, and at the 
ſame time ſerious, it was no ſmall honour to be a ſerver at a burial. How- 
ever diſtant any part of the pariſh was from the place of interment, it was 
cuſtomary for the attendants to carry the corpſe on hand ſpokes. The mode 
of invitation to the entertainment, was by ſome ſpecial meſſenger ; which 
Was ſtiled bidding to the burial, the form being nearly in the following 


words: You are deſired to come ta ſuch a one's burial to morrow, againſt ten 
hours, No perſon was invited by letter: and though invited againſt ten of 
the clock, the corpſe was never interred till the evening; time not being ſo 
much valued in thoſe days. It was cuſtomary for them to have at leaſt tuo 
 lyke-wakes (the corpſe being kept two nights beſore the interment) where thc 
young neighbours watched the corpſe, being merry or forrowſul, according e 
the ſituation or rank of the deceaſed, | 
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and ruſtic gallantry, than from a ſettled malevolence of diſ- 
poſition. The more improved manners, and a more general 
intercourſe with ſociety, have, in a great meaſure, done away 
this turbulent diſpoſition ; {till the natives of Campſie may be 
conſidered as a keen tempered people, by no means averſe to 
expoſe themſelves to bodily danger at any time : the young 
people have no objection to a military life, being fond of no- 
yelty and adventure; during the preſent war, no leſs than 28 
have enliſted in the land ſervice, and ſeven have entered on 
board the navy ; theſe remarks chiefly apply to the lower claſs 
of people. The gentry, for at leaſt theſe 40 years, have been 
remarkable for their ſobriety, decent behaviour, and œcono- 
mical habits ; of courſe, they are all in proſperous circum- 
ſtances z rigid economy was not the virtue of their forefa- 


thers *, 


Eminent 


About ten years ago, the ſudden tranſition from ſtri& to looſe manners 
was felt very remarkably in this pariſh ; a number of wandering pcople, from 
different parts of the kingdom, having ſettled amongſt us at the different 
printfields :—people, to ſay no worſe of them, not over attentive to regulari- 
ty of conduct; theſe perſons, however, have now for the moſt part, left the 
place. The more ſober and induſtrious have been retained; the younger part 
of the workmen being now natives of the pariſh, and more immediately un- 
der the eye of their parents and relations I conſider therefore the morals of 
the manufacturing part of the community, as more regular than they were e- 
ven five years ago. 

The people of Campſic cannot be faid to be of a litigious Aiſpoſtion : It is 
true, from their apparent keenneſs, you would be apt to imagine that they 
ſhould be conſtantly engaged in lawſuits. —The reverſe is the caſe: The high. 
er born and better informed claſs of people, ſtudiouſly avoid litigation, A. 
mongſt the other deſcription of the inhabitants, much threatening, and a few 
haſty words, generally terminate the diſpute. Neither writer nor meſſenger 
a arms reſide in the pariſh ; at the ſame time, conſidering the number of the 
tranſactions which muſt inevitably take place in a rich and populous diſtri, 
even though no law-ſuit intervenes) a great deal of buſineſs is afforded to 
both proſeſſions. Although I could not take upon me to ſay that the inhabi. 
tants 
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Eminent Men. This pariſh has produced no eminent men 
whoſe hiſtory hath arreſted the attention of world, exceyt 
Mr Bell of Antermony, a gentleman well known to the learn- 
ed, on account of his travels to China and Perſia ; this gen. 
tleman poſſeſſed an uncommon faculty for ſpeaking the mo- 
dern languages of Europe; nor was he leſs remarkable for ay 

amiable ſimplicity of manners, in private life, and the moſt 
ſuacred regard to truth in all he ſaid or did. He was a na. 
tive of Campſie, having inherited a conſiderable paternal e. 
ſtate ; he died in the 1780, at the venerable age of 89. 


Prices of Proviſions and Labour. Proviſions of every ſort 
in this pariſh are regulated by the Glaſgow prices; the 
common people have ſuch an inveterate cuſtom of carrying 
their eggs, poultry, and butter, to town, that we could of- 
ten buy theſe articles cheaper at the croſs of Glaſgow than 
in the pariſh of Campſie. I have ſubjoined a table of the 
prices of proviſions and of labour, for the year 1794- 


L. s. d. 
Ducks per pair e - o 3 0 
Hens per pair - - 98 3 4 
Eggs per dozen, for four 3 8d; for eight 
months, 6d. . — o o 6 
Chickens per pair, ready for the ſpit 98 1 4 
Butter per Tron Ib. 9d; during two months 11d. o 0 9 
Butter-milk per Scotch pint 10 © 0 7 
Potatoes per peck, corn meaſure „„ 9 


tants of this diſtrict are fond of literary purſuits, it would be doing them 
injuſtice, if 1 did not ſay they were people of capacity and genius; at the 
fame time, the tendency of their mind is rather towards an active than a con, 
templative life, - 
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Deſt beef per Ib. Tron weight, at an average TP OW 
Ditto ditto in the ſpring months from 7d. to 8d. 
Lamb per quarter, at an average in the ſeaſon "SC 8 
Fed veal no fixed price 


L 


Oat meal, per peck, at an average theſe two years o 1 2% 
Barley at an average per boll - - - o 18 6 
Straw per thrave for thatching - - » 3 6 
Cheeſe of ſkimmed milk per ſtone „„ oY 
Tarry-wool per ſtone _— „ 8 
White-wool per ſtone — o lo © 


Milk new milked per mutchkin 3 25 and ſkimmed, at z per 
choppin. | 

It will appear, that living of all ſorts is equally dear with 
any of the great towns in the kingdom; and, I believe, from 
the Towing table, that labour will appear equally high. _ 
E. 8. d. 
Wages of a man ſervant per half year with board, 

e 1 0 2 

Wages of a woman per half year, including ditto, 2 1@ © 
A common labourer per day, 18. 4d. in ſummer; 


in winter 18. 2d.—average, & 1 3 
Taylor, beſides board per day, o 0 10 
Servants at the printfields per day, during the whole 
Fear - - — „ 8 
Miln-wright, - A TE WO -. | 
Maſon, per day, NG 00% 1 10 
Horſe and cart per day, 5 8 


Digging ground, building dykes and ditching, i is done 

at ſo much per piece, equally high with any part 

of Scotland, 
Women {pin wool per day, with ak 9.06 
Linen yarn ſpun out of the houſe per ſpindle, @ 7-0 
Di keine potatoes per peck, corn meaſure, 
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L. 8. | d. 


0 


Bark. n per day, 3 | - 
The hire of women per day is regulated by che pri- 
ces given at the printfield. 


Appearance of the Inhabitants, and Diſeaſes —The inhabi- 
fants of this diſtrict may be conſidered as uncommonly 
healthy; they are a clean limbed, well made people, rather 
lean of fleſh, in general from five feet ſeven to fix feet high; 
one half of the young men being above five feet ten, ſcarcely 
any above ſix feet : There are a few who live to a very great 
age ; although, in general, the heads of families live to the age 
of ſeventy z which circumſtance would induce me to ſtyle 
the place more healthy than if we found extraordinary in- 
ſtances of longevity : there is one circumſtance to be taken 
notice of, which is, the. uncommon number of accidental 
deaths, being ſomewhat more than two per annum; during 
the laſt ten years there were no fewer than twenty three. 4 


A TaBLE, pointing out the manner of their deaths. 


1 Killed in a coal pit by the choak damp, July 1783 
Killed in a coal pit February 1785, by damp, . - £7 
Killed by falling down a coal pit, . . . 4 
Killed by the ſtroke of a horſe, — 8 . F 
Killed by the machinery of the different milns, . 
Killed in a quary, 0 . . . 
Killed by a falling of a tree SE ou cut down, 
Killed by a the fall from a bridge, 1 ? ; 
Killed by the ſtorms when travelling through Campſic Fells, . 
Drowned, . R preg 7 8 8 


ww Ov mn ww ay Ga HH > 5.5 


Of courſe, one eighteenth part of the deaths in this pariſh 
may be ſtyled accidental; and if we were to carry back the 
calculation for thirty years, there would be found the ſame 
proportion 

Antiquitiu. 
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Antiquities —There are few in this diſtrict which merit 
deſcription, except two Caledonian Forts; and even theſe 
ſcarcely arreſt the attention, unleſs ſo far as they prove that 
he Caledonians choſe to occupy places of ſtrength directly 
oppoſite to the Roman wall, no doubt with the deſign of 
watching the motions of the legionaries. —Theſe mounds 
are perfectly circular, with regular foſſes; the one is ſtyled 
the Meickle Reive, in the language of the country, and is a- 
bout a hundred yards in diameter: The other is ſtyled the 
Maiden Caſtle, about twenty yards diameter : They are both 
ſtuated at the foot of the Campſie Fells, to which the na- 
tives could cafily fly, if attacked; and ly due North, at the 
liſtance of two computed miles, from the peel of Rirkintil- 


loch, ſaid be be one of the chief Roman ſtations on the wall. 


There have been ſeveral urns found in the pariſh, contain- 


ing aſhes and burnt bones; the urns were about five inches 


in depth, and fifteen in diameter; made of courſe clay, ap- 
parently baſked in the ſun ; a ſpecies of freize work encircles 
the lower edge; they have been found in cairns, generally 
placed between two flags. 

It may not be improper to mention, that Campſie, (before 
the disjunction and annexation took place,) extended for 
elexen Englith miles along the Roman wall; and, of courſe, 
many ſkirmiſhes muſt have taken place in this ſtrath, betwixt 
the legionaries and Caledonians : after a particular exami- 


nation of the country, I have not the ſmalleſt doubt, but that 
the ſecurity of this Roman barrier, depended more upon the 


almoſt impaſſable ſwamp formed on the North fide, than on 
the ſtrength of its forts z even at this day, it would be no dif- 


heult matter to lay the whole valley under water from Bon- 


ny, to Balmully bridge, where Graham's dyke croſſes the ri- 
yer 2 And the names of the different farms 1 in Camp- 
Wi, NV. 3C ſie, 
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he, ſuch as Inchwood, deer Inchbreak, and Inchbelly, 
or point out, that they were once ſurrounded by vn. 


Inch, it is ſaid in the Gaelic language, ſignifies au 


het : thus, the Caledonians would find it impoſſible to ap- 
proach the wall on foot; and it is preſumed, that the moraſs ws 
not ſufficiently covered by water, to permit them to croſs it in 
boats. Many people, unaquainted with the ſituation of the 
country, have expreſſed ſurpriſe that the Caledonians were ſo 
ignorant of the art of war, as to be unable, for fo long a time, 
to penetrate through Antoninus's wall; the truth is, it could 
not be attacked, but at the extremities. The natives found 
it eaſier to paſs over the Friths of Forth and Clyde, than to 
get acroſs the almoſt impaſſable ſwamp oppoſite to Graham's 
Dyke; fo that when any incurſions were made into the Ro- 
man province, it is ſcarcely poſſible to conceive that theſe in- 
roads could take place from that quarter which is now known 
by the name of the pariſh of Campſic; from the top of the 
Barrhill, where there was a conſiderable Roman Fort, any 


perſon at this day, taking a view of the country: will CONCur 
in the above opinion. 


About five years ago, a conſiderable quantity of ſilver coin 
chiefly of the coinage of Elizabeth, James and Charles I, mixt 
with a number of Daniſh and Dutch pieces, were found by 
one of the portioners of the lands of Birdſton, when digging 
' a ditch through a moraſs; they were ſuppoſed to have been 
hid in the moraſs, about the time when the battle of Kilſyth 
was fought betwixt Montroſe and the Covenanters; the ma- 


rauding parties of Montroſe's army having ſtretched as ft 


Weſt as Birdſton, the inhabitants, flying from their depreda- 
tions, muſt have hid this treaſure, and have forgot where it 
was depoſited, when they came afterwards to ſearch for it 
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Miscellaneous Observations. It may be here proper to men- 
non a remarkable fact, which marks very much the turbu- 
ence of the times, and the impotence of the laws, ſo late as 
they ear 1744. The father of the preſent miniſter of Camp- 
ſe paid black mail to M*Grigor of Glengyle, in order to 
| prevent depredations being made upon his property 3 M*<Gri- 
gor engaging, upon his part, to fecure him from ſuffering 


0 by any hardſhip, as it was termed; and he faithfully fulfilled 
ne, WF the contract; engaging to pay for all ſheep which were car- 
ul ned away, if abone the number ſeven, which he ſtyled /ft:ng z 
nd WF ir below ſeven, he only conſidered it as a piking; and for the 
to honour of this warden of the Highland march, Mr John Lap- 
ns Wl fic having got fifteen ſheep lifted in the commencement of 
wy BY year 1745, Mr M*Grigor actually had taken meaſures to 
in. have their value reſtored, when the rebellion broke out, and 
en put an end to any further payment of hack mail, and like- 
the WF vie to Mr M-<Grigor's ſelf created nene of the e High- 
land borders. 
cut The laſt inftance in this diſtrict of a Baron of Regality 
| exerciſing the juriſdiction of pit and gallows over his depen- 
"> WF dents, is faid to have been exerciſe by the Viſcount of Kil- 
it ſyth, in the 1793; having condemned one of his own ſervants 
Wl to be hanged for ſtealing filver plate from the houſe of Ban- 
ns BY coich : the fellow Was executed upon a hill on the barony 
een of Bancloich, {tyled the Gallow-hill ; a part of the gibbet 
h ves lately found lying in a ſwamp, adjoining to this field of 
na. blood. 
5 Lunardi, an Italian, the celebrated aeronaut, alighted from 
a 


one of kis aerial excurſions in Campſie ; having aſcended in 
a balloon from St Andrew's church yard, in the city of Glaſ- 
cow, upon the 5th of December 1785. At two o'clock in the 
Dernoon, h he deſcended in this pariſh, at twenty minutes 


30 2 paſt 
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paſt two, the diſtance being about ten miles; the ſpot where 

the baloon firſt touched the ground was upon the Property 

of Sir Archibald Edmonſton, Baronet, of Duntreath, on the 
farm of Laſter Muckcroft. 


Alth Hugh this pariſh has been always conſpicuous for | itz into t 


attachment to its ſovereign 3 whether of the Stewart fami- perat( 
ly, as in the laſt century, or of the Hanoverian family, as in In 
the preſent century; having raiſed a militia both in the years had | 
1715 and 1745,—Rtill I cannot help taking notice, in this and 2 
_ Statiſtical Account of a remarkable fact relative to the con- ſubor 
duct of ſome of the inhabitants of this diſtrict, which one ſecona 
would almolt fay contradicts the opinion of their loyalty, recte 
In the midſt of the moſt profound peace, and, I may ſay, at ber © 
the moſt unparalelled proſperity ; all at once, as it were by ſome 
inchantment, the operative part of this community conceiy- doub 
ed themſelves to be groaning under the molt abject ſlavery, cert 
They immediately aſſociated themſelves under the appella- crea! 
tion of the Friends of the People: The firit ſociety was con- place 
ſtituted at the Milton of Campſie, I think, upon "Thurſday was 
the 8th of November 1792; the ſecond was conſtituted ai well 
New Birbiſton of Campſie, the Saturday thereafter ; Two o- pow 
ther ſocieties were attempted to be formed in other parts ot ed, 
the pariſh : 1 believe, however, they did not ſucceed : The the 
two former met often, kept books, ſubſcribed ſmall ſums of men 
money lor purchaſing political pamphlets, and ſent delegates toge 
to the different Conventions met at Edinburgh. Concerning deri. 
the impropriety of ſuch ſocieties, the laws of our country hath ted 
already given ample teltimony. It may not be improper, will 
however, in the Statiſtical Account of this pariſh, to give tion 
ſome deſcription of the people which compoſed theſe ſocie- N 
ties: they were chiefly formed from amongſt the journey- mh: 
men and apprentices at the different print-fields, and a few peo 
operative Weavers in the village of New Birbiſton, molily att 


lads 
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ads from 17 years of age to 30: There might be amongſt 
them a few half educated people, whoſe vanity conſiſted in 
raiſing the aſtoniſhment of their more ignorant companions, 
by a detail of political grievances, which had never entered 
into the hearts of the other to conceive ; various cauſes co- o- 
perated to render Campſie a proper hot-ved for ſuch folly. 
In the 7 place, a conſiderable degree of licentiouſneſs 
had begun to prevail in this diſtrict, owing to high wages; 
aud as the influx of ſuch wealth had been rather ſudden, due 
ſubordination of rank was almoſt totally forgot. In the 
ſecond place, a Relief meeting, about 10 years ago, being e- 
rected in this pariſh, which had drawn off a conſiderable num- 
ber of people from the Eſtabliſhment, and rendered them, in 
ſome meaſure, hoſtile to the the powers that be; and I am 
doubtful but the ſpirit of innovation was encouraged in 2 
certain degree, by their public teachers, with a view to in- 
creaſe the adherents to their own tabernacle. In the third 
place, Mr Muir, advocate, the unfortunate gentleman who 
was tried for ſedition, having ſome connexions, and being” 
well acquainted in the place, was naturally induced to try the 
power of his eloquence upon the inhabitants; and he ſucceed- 
ed. If to theſe cauſes we add the particular circumſtance of 
the character of young people at the different printfields; 
men, who have abundance of time in the evenings to cabal 
together; men, too, from their profeſſion, rather given to wan- 
dering, and fond of novelty, and fomewhat naturally addic- 
ted to form aſſociations againſt their maſter's authority; w 
will not be furpriſed that Campſie ſhould be fo often men- 
tioned as friendly to theſe Jacobin ſocicties. 
Nevertheleſs, I am entitled to ſay, that the farmers and the 
inhabitants in general, (there being no fewer than 2527 
people in the pariſh,) were remarkable for their loyalty, and 
attatchment to Government : They very early formed them- 
ſelres 
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ſelves into conſtitutional ſocieties, for the defence of Govern. 
ment, and publiſhed reſolutions. Notwithſtanding all the 
buſtle which was occaſioned by their folly, the different Ja- 


cCobin ſoceities in this pariſh — never contained a. 


bove ſixty perſons. 


Relative Situation of the Pariſh.—If we compare the ſitua- 
tion of the inhabitants this year with certain periods, either 
in the beginning or middle of this century, it will appear re- 
markably improved. I have ſubjoined a table, containing the 
moſt remarkable facts, relative to pariſh œconomics, taken 
at four different periods: The two firſt I cannot ſpeak of 
from my own obſervations ; at the ſame time, from the op- 
portunities I have had of being made acquainted with them, 

as a native of this pariſh, I can affirm that the facts are fair- 
ly ſtated. | 


| 


Jar 1 14. 

1/1, Only three cows ſaid to have been killed for winter 
beef in the whole pariſh, the gentry excepted, 

zd, The wages of a man-ſervant for half-a-year, ol. Scots; 
ſome of the beſt get 121. Scots; a woman-ſervant, 61. Scots 
for half-a- year. 

3d, No wheaten bread eat in | the pariſh, 

4th, No incloſure whatever 1 in the pariſh, except about ** 
tlemen's gardens or woods. | 

5th, No cart or chaiſe ; the gentry rode to chnech on horſe 
back. 
tb, All broad ploughs, the horſes . abreaſt. 

7th, The men wore bonnets and plaids, and plaiding wall. 
coats, and plaiding hoſe; no Engliſh cloth whatever was 
worn by the inhabitants, the gentry excepted. 


* 
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Year 1744. | 

1 The better ſort of farmers joined and got a cow for a 
winter mart, betwixt two of them; the price then being 
thirty five or forty ſhillings only for a fat cow. 

2d, No chaiſe was as yet kept in the pariſh ; ſome few carts, 
but theſe were only uſed to carry out manure in the ſpring; 
the wheels were not ſhod with iron ; and the moment the 
manure was carried out, theſe timber wheels were taken 
down till next ſpring. 

34, Perhaps about five or kx incloſures were made in the 
pariſh : it muſt be owned, though few, they were moſt ſub- 
ſtantially built; they remain entire and firm to this day. 

4th, No wheaten bread, no Engliſh cloth uſed by the in- 
habitants. 

5th, A man ſervant's wages were from thirty ſhillings to 
two pounds per half year; a woman's, from nine pound Scots 
to one pound Sterling; ſervants in this period uniformly got 
a pair of hoſe and ſhoes beſides their fee. 

6th, No potatoes, carrots, or turnips, &c. were uſed by the 
inhabitants, only a few ln were planted in their yards, for 
the pot. 

Year 1759. 

175 Carts were become more numerous, there being then 
about twenty in the pariſh, their wheels ſhod with iron. 

zd, The broad plough ſtill continued in many places, 
though, in general, the horſes were now yoked, two and two 
ſtill there were no fanners for the milns or barns, the farmers 
being obliged to winnow the corn in the fields. 

za, A man- ſervant came now to receive fifty ſhillings and 
three pounds Sterling per half year; and a woman tweaty 
bye or thirty ſhillings only per half year. 

4th, There were now two wheeled chaiſes in the pariſh ; 
and Engliſh cloth began to be worn occaſionally by the bet- 


ter 


O 
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ter ſort of people, Wong with worſted ſtockings, and buckle 
in their ſhoes. 


51b, Potatoes ſtill were witty cultivated in /azy beds; 
61, Very decent farmers thought it neceſſary to have ſome 
part of a fat cow or a few ſheep ſalted up for winter ſtore. 
oth, By the leaſes granted by the proprietors of land at this 
time, the tenants were taken bound to incloſe ſome part of 
the farm; {till there was no ſown graſs in the parith, and the 
cattle grazed promiſcouſly in the winter ſeaſon. 
87, There were no clocks in the pariſh, except in the houſes 
of the gentry and principal inhabitants. 


Year 1794- 


, There are nearly two hundred carts in the pariſh, pct. 


| fey equipped for any draught. 


2d, There are four poſt-chaiſes, and three coaches, and 0 one 
two whecled chaiſe, kept by fhe gentry, in the proper ſtyle. 

3d, The wages of a man-ſervant is betwixt ſive pounds and 
fix pounds per half year ; and a woman's from two to three 
pounds ditto. 


4th, Potatoes is now univ erfally uſed by all ranks of peo- 
ple, for at leaſt fix months in the year. 

51, Wheaten bread is now univerſally uſed by every de- 
icription of people; there being no leſs than two bakers ſta- 
tionary in the pariſh, beſides ſome hundred pounds value of 
wheaten bread brought annually from Kirkintilloch and Cha 


gOWe 


641% There Lame been near three hundred fat cows killed 
annually about the Martinmaſs time for winter proviſion; 
befides the mutton, beef, and lamb, killed through the ſeaſon, 


by two butchers reſiding in the pari(h, 
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th, Every lad now dreſſes in Engliſh cloaths and fancy veſts, 
with thread or cotton ſtockings z and every Sin in cotton ſtuff, 
black ſilk cloaks and fancy bonnets. 

80, The quantity of liquor drunk in the ſeventeen pu- 
lic houſes in this pariſh muſt be very great indeed; as, I 
have been told that four and five pounds, at a reckoning, have 
been collected from a company of journeymen and apprenti- 
tes on a pay night. 

9th, The houſes of every decent inhabitant of this pariſh, 
conſiſt at leaſt of a kitchen and one room, generally two 
rooms, ceiled above, and often laid with deal floors, with ele- 
rant glaſs windows; and I believe, few of the tradeſmen fit 
down to dinner without fleſh meat on the table, and malt li- 
quor to drink: Such is the relative ſituation of a pariſh in 
the year 1794, when ſome deſigning people uſed every ef- 
fort to convince them, that they were poor, and miſcrable, 
and enflaved. | 


Advantages and Disadvantages.—The advantages of this 
pariſh have been conſidered as of a very ſuperior kind : The 
fol is naturally dry; the ſtreams of water for bleaching and 
driving machinery are numerous ; the quantity of coal and 
lime is inexhauſtible ; it is completely interſected by excellent 
roads ; and, it is believed, that it is able to ſupply itſelf with 
all the neceſſaries of life; and, conſidering the number of 
ſtrangers which take up their reſidence amongſt us, we are led 
bo believe, that few places are more comfortable to the inferior 
Claſs of people; Glaſgow affording a ready market for the 
produce both of their farms and their induſtry. 

On the other hand, it may be conſidered as one of the dear- 
elt places in Scotland for all ſorts of living, and particularly 
o for thoſe who live upon fixed incomes z and I am likewiſe 

TENT. 3D. | inclined 
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inclined to believe, from the turn that the young people hate 
taken to manufactures, that farmers have rather found it dif. 
ſicult to procure ſervants and labourers for the purpoſes of 
cultivating the land : Perhaps it will be the intereſt both of the 
landlords and the farmers, to fall upon ſome mode of mans. 
gement which may counteract this growing evil. 
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NUMBER XX. 


UNITED PARISHES OF STRON- 
SAY AND E DAV. 


(Purer TERT or Nox TH IsLES, SYNOD oF ORR NHL, Coux, 


TI O ORKNEY AND SHE TLAN D.) 


By the Rev. Mi  Joun ANDERSON, Minifter. 


Extent and Situations 


ah | | " : * 2 
| L fs Iſland of Stronſay is five computed miles long, and al- 
moſt as broad from Eaſt to Weſt, ſo indented with bays, that 


there is no part of the iſland above one mile from the ſea. 
This, with the ſmall iſland of Papa, the extent of which, 
round the ſhores, is about three miles; and with the Holms, 
or paſture iſlands, comprehends what is now termed the pa- 


tih of Stronſay. The iſland of Eday, which is about the 


centre of the North iſles of Orkney, has rapid tides, which 


waſh the Eaſt and Weſt fades of it; thefe occaſion eddies 
en the North and South ends, to which circumſtance, it pro- 
S023 - bably 
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bably owes its name. It is computed to be five miles long, 
and nearly a mile and a half broad i- 


Sea Craft, Harbours, &c—The iſland of Stronſay has fix 
principal neſſes; viz. Huipsneſs, Griceneſs, Odneſs, Lam. 
neſs, Torneſs, and Linksneſs. The reſemblance in ſound 
which two of theſe, Torneſs and Odneſs, have to Thor and 
Woden, the 'Teutonic Deities, leaves room to conjecture their 
derivation. 8 | 
| There are two promontories, Borrowhead on the South 

Eait, and Rothesholm ( Ronſum) head on the South Weſt; 

this was of old called Rodneip or Rodnumhead. 
I he other parts of ſea coaſt or ſhores about this iſland, con- 
ſiſt partly of three ſandy bays; one on the Eaſt, the Miln- 
bay; one on the South, the bay of Holland; and one on 
Weſt, the bay of Erigarth or Weſt Wick. The ſandy beaches 
of the two firſt mentioned, extend each a mile in length; 
that of the laſt not ſo much, except at low water of ſpring 
tides; and conſiſt partly of ſkerries, (flat rocks, over which 
the ſea flows and ebbs;) which, with the ſhores of the neſſes, 
and 


+ This, with the Iſle of Fairay, which is about one mile long, and leſs than 
half a mile broad, and with the Holmes, comprehends the pariſh of Eday. 
To the pariſh of Stronſay, the four holms called Auſkerry, Mukle Linga or 
Holm of Midgarth, Little Linga and Holm of Huip, do belong ; and to the 

pariſh of Eday five; viz, Calf of Eday, Mukle Green Holm, Little Green 
Holm, Holm of Fairay and Red-holm, $So the number of iſlands, great| 
and ſmall, in this diſtrict, amounts to no leſs than thirteen, This diſtri& has 
the iſland of Sanday on the North, the Fair iſle on the North Eaſt ; (at the 
manſe, ſicuated on the N. E. fide of Stronſay, this iſle may be diſtinctly ſern, 


when the ſky is clear and wind eaſterly, although about thirty fix miles dil- | 


tant;) the German Ocean on the Eaſt, the united pariſhes of Deerneſs and 

St. Andrews on the South; the pariſh of Shapinſkay on the South Welt; 
the united pariſhes of Renſay and Egliſhay on the Welt; and the united pa- 
riſhes of Weſtray and Papa Weſtray, on the North Weſt. 
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4 
and South Weſt promontory above mentioned, produces 
great quantities of tang, or ann fit for the kelp manu- 
facture. 

On the Eaſt fide of the ifland, little kelp c can be made, as 
few ſkerries ly there to produce tang. The water is deep 
nigh the ſhore, and the rocks abrvpt, owing perhaps to . 
having no ſhelter from the German Ocean. 

The ridge or riſing ground, which runs almoſt the length 
of the iſland from North to South, hath its ſurface covered 
with ſhort heath, where it has not been cut up lately for turf 
or feuel ; the ſoil is a dry, friable, blackiſh earth ; the bottom 
clay, mixed with {mall ſtones, and in many places gravelly | 
and ſhallow. The expence of cultivating ſuch a ſubject, 
might perhaps nearly equal its value when improved. It is 
the common paſture or out-freedom of all the farms and 
houſes adjacent to it: The Mill-dam divides this from the 
common paſture of the farms on the Eaſt fide of the iſland, 
which common is covered with graſs of a mean quality; but 
25 it has greater deepneſs of ſoil than the other common, and 


a bottom of tough clay, it might probably recompence more 


liberally the labour and expence of the improver f. 


The 


+ Of old, the corn fields, and ſuch graſs as was eſteemed valuable, on this 
land, were ſeparated fromthe commons, now deſcribed, by hill-dykes, (as they 
re uſually termed,) built of feal or turf, which are kept up through Ork- 
ney in general to this day. A conſiderable proportion of the hill-dykes of this 
iland were ſuffered to fall into diſrepair, about thirty years ago, by the ad- 
vice of Thomas Balfour, of Huip, 2 heritor in this iſland, who died about 
ſeven years ago. He was of opinion, that the expence of keeping up theſe 
dykes, was greater than the advantage derived from them ; but this opinion 
5 not univerſally acquieſced in by the inhabitants. 

All the neſſes above mentioned, except Linkſueſs, (of which under the ar- 
ticle ſtate of apriculture, &c.) are appropriated for ſheep paſture, on the reſ- 
kaive iſthmuſſes of which neſſes, hill-dykes are ſtill __ in repair, to prevent 


the 
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The ſmall iſland of Papa Stronſay, lying flat with corn 


fields, which have been ſtimulated by plenty of ware, to raiſe 


luxuriant crops of grain, lyes on the North Eaſt fide of 


Stronſay, is ſeparated from it by a narrow ſound, over which 
two men can row a ſmall boat in five minutes, and adds 1 


varigated beauty to the proſpect on that fide. 
The iſland of Eday, conſiſting chiefly of hills of a mode- 
rate height, and pretty extenſive, had been much uſed of old 


for paſture, as appears from ancient rentals, (1598 and pre- 


ceeding,) in which, a great proportion of its rent is charged 


in butter and fleſh. Three fourths of it, at leaſt, conſiſt of 


out-freedom, or common paſture, to this day; this common 
is covered moſtly with heather, which, in ſome places, though 
not in general, is pretty long, and is divided from the graſs 
and corn fields, by hill-dykes, as in the days of yore. On 
this common, a-conſiderable amber of ſheep, beſides horſes, 

| black 


the ſheep from ſtraying over the iſland in ſummer and harveſt; (the nels 
ſheep have no herds;) but, during the winter, and more than half the ſpring, 
they have full freedom to graze at large over the iſland. Borrowhead, and 
Rothesholm are alſo ſheep walks; the latter of which, being of great extent, 
comprehends the whole peat moſs in the iſland of Stronſay, from which mols 
the inhabitants have, for time immemorial, been in uſe to caſt peats or turt 
for firing, on paying a ſmall acknowledgement in money or ſervices, to the 
tenant or poſſeſſor of the farm of Rothesholm. 

The commons, and ſheep paſture above deſcribed, are reckoned to be neat- 
ly two thirds of the whole ifland. The other third forms the {kirts or bot- 
ders of it; where Nature's ſimple variety hath hitherto been bur little en- 
croached on by the regular uniformity of art. Corn fields, of different ſhapes 
and ſizes, which fields, no man living ever ſaw in paſture, interſperſed with 
a proportional extent of graſs of different qualities, graſs which bears be 
traces of having ever been in tillage ; theſe exhibit a ſcene not unpleaſant, 
in the months of ſummer and harveſt. | 

The fields too, of natural graſs, even in winter, retain a degree of lively 
verdure, ſuperior to thoſe in many of the interior parts of Scotland. It is ob· 
ſervable, that the flatter any of thoſe iſlands are found to be, the better, uſt- 
ally, is the quality of their graſs, and the more lively their verdure. 
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black cattle, & c. graze at large. Their number, it is ſup- 
poſed, might be greatly increaſed, and the breed improved, 
were proper ſhepherds to take charge of them. The corn 
and graſs fields which he along the flirts of the iſland, are 
interrupted by the common paiture, Wen, in ſome places, 
runs a great way along the ſhores *. _ 

There are two commodious harbours or road-ſteads, in 
the iſland of Stronſay, ſafe for ſhipping at all ſeaſons, and 
in all weathers ; viz. 1/, Ling, a found on the Weſt ſide 
well ſheltered. by Mukle Ling, or holm of Midgarth from 
weſterly winds, and from all other winds by the land itſelf. 
This harbour has two entries, a South Weſt and a North 
Weſt entry; through the South Weſt one, which is the 
wideſt, large veſlcls may eafily paſs, with the aſſiſtance of a 
pilot, and can ride on four fathams water. 2d, Papa ſound, 
on the North Eaſt ſide of Stronſay, ſheltered by the ſmall 
iland of Papa Stronſay ; there are two entries, one from the 


North 


»The ſea coalt is various, ſandy, ſtoney, gravelly, and, in ſome places, on 
the South Weſt and North ſides, hold, from 4 to ten fathoms. The water, 
though not very deep, wathes the feet of theſe precipices. The remaining 
parts of ſea coaſt are low rocks or ſkerrics, covered with tang, of which 4 
conſiderable quantiry of kelp is manufactured annually, Eday lies Welt irom 
Stronſay. The ſound which ſeparates theſe iſlands is about three miles over 
at the Ferry. | | | 

Fairay lies Weſt ſrom Enay, at the diſtance of a mile and half, the Weſt 
tide of which is expoſed to the Atlantic Ocean, which ruſhes with great ra- 
pidity through Weſtray Firth : This inlet of ſea ſeparates the iflands of Weſt- 
ray on the North, and Rouſay on the South: From this cauſe, the iſland of 
Fairay is much expoſed to have its crops of grain damaged by the ſpray of 
the ſea. This iſland, and two holms appertaining to it, are well adapted for 


the paſture of cattle or ſheep; and tang grows on ſome of its ſhores, for the 
manufacture of kelp. 

The three holmes which belong to the iſland of Eday ; : and the four which 
belong to the iſland of Stronſay, do all produce excellent paſture for ſheep, 
tor ſome ſmall horſes and for black cattle, which the tenants tranſport by 
boat, from the inhabited iſlands, in the beginning of June, and carry back 
by the ſame conveyance about the end of September. 
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North Weſt, which is the wideſt and ſafeſt; and the other 
from the Eaſt; a ſtranger, however, would require a pilot, az 
the Weſt entry is intricate, and the Eaſt one narrow and 
dangerous. Small veſſels can ride here fafely at all ſeaſons, 

There are bays alſo on the Eaſt, South, Weſt, and North 
Weſt ſides, in which veſſels may drop anchor, and ride ſafe- 
ly, if the wind do not blow ſtrong on ſhore. There are two 
good harbours or road ſteads in the iſland of Eday ; Fairſ. 
neſs Sound, on the Weſt fide, ſheltered by the ſmall iſle of 
Fairay, and Calf Sound, on the North end, ſheltered by the 
Calf of Eday. Veſſels of great burden may ride at anchor 
| ſafely in theſe road-ſteads, each of which has the advantage 
of two entries. There is alſo a bay on the South end of E- 
day, where veſſels may ride ſafely, if the wind do not blow 
ſtrong on ſhore. 


State of Property. The iſlands of Orkney anciently belong · 
ed to the King of Denmark and Norway; but on the mar- 


riage of Margaret, the princeſs royal, about the year 1468, to 


the King of Scotland, with whom he was to receive 50,000 


florins of the Rhine; the iſlands of Orkney and Shetland 
were mortgaged for that ſum, and afterwards annexed to the 
Crown of Scotland. It was ſtipulated, that the laws and pri- 
vileges of the inhabitants ſhould remain inviolable. _ 
That ſome traces of the manners, cuſtoms, language, and 
Jaws of the Norwegians, are ftill to be found in theſe iſlands, 


may be naturally expected; owing to which, improvements 


in farming, and other arts, have been ſeverely checked or 
much retarded; and the ſtate of property, of courſe, influen- 
ced in no ſmall degree, even to this day. 

Heritable property in Orkney may be conſidered as divid- 
ed into Kings lands, kirk lands, and udal lands. The whole 
rents of the firſt mentioned, being demeſne lands, were an- 
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clently paid to the ſovereign : Theſe, in proceſs of time, were 
ſeued by the Crown or its donators, in parcels to the tenants; 
or others who had intereſt to procure them; which feus they 
in general obtained for payment of the old rental. In ſome 
inſtances, for a ſmall augmentation of the rental; and in o- 
thers, with a deduCtion therefrom : the reaſon aſſigned for 
which laſt, is, the lands were a and like to Iy ley for 
want of tenants. 

The kirk lands were in ſimilar tircnntances; and were 
feued in like manner of old, by ecclefiaſtics or church-men, 
for the old rental or thereby. Some of the udal lands pay 
a ſmall proportion of yearly rent to the King, and to the 
kick; and ſome of them do not pay any thing to one or to the 
ther. Inſtances of. all theſe ſpecialities : are to be found in 
this diſtrick“. 


Vol. XV. BO The 


* The truth of theſe obſervations will appear, by examining a complete 
rental book, of the whole lands in Orkney and Shetland, made up in 1598, 
by James Law, biſhop of Orkney, which was entered and rented in Exche- 
quer, on the 18th November 1617, and is ſtill extant in the Regiſter Office. 
More than 20 years after ſaid rental was made up, namely, in the year 1621, 
Orkney heritors were denominated, in their public records, to be © mean 
© men, and farmourers, and payers of the riggs of the rental.” They had con- 
tinued, it ſeems, to poſſeſs the farms, or parcels of lands, which they and their 
forefathers had feued, or had let them to their principal ſervants, or depen- 
dents, with the ſteel-bow ; that is, the ſtocking of the farms, ſuch as horſes, 
black cattle; , ſheep, ech inſtruments, and even houfehold furniture. For 
which farms and ſteel- bow, tenants of this deſcription become bound to pay 
the old rental, or feu-duty, and ſuch additional rent as the land could bear. 
At this period, and long after, the feuers lived in terms of ſocial intercourſe 
and familiarity with their tenants; for maintaining and perpetuating of which, 
zinual entertainments, conſiſting of the beſt viands which the farms pro- 
duced, were chearfully given by the tenants to their landlords, during the 
Chriſtmas holy days: Theſe entertainments, called bummacks, ſtrengthened 

ind confirmed the bonds of mutual confidence, attachment, and regard, 
Wuch ought te ſubſiſt between thoſe ranks of men. As an inſtance of 
which, 
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The praQtice adopted by many, of giving ſhort leaſes of 
of farms, by others of giving no leaſes, and by all of giving 
very ſcanty enesuragement to meliorate the ſoil, on the part 
of the heritors; and, on the part of the tenants, a pertinacious 
adherence to old cuſtoms, and to the method of farming uſed 
in Orkney, more than a hundred years ago, have hitherto 
been found great obſtruQtions to o improvements in + Agricul 
ture. 

Many Orkney eſtates are of ball extent: Parcels of land, 
belonging to one heritor, ly interſperſed, or run-rig with 
thoſe belonging to other heritors, one or more. The udal 
tenures, by which many ſmall portions of land are held, ren. 
der their conveyance cheap and eafy, and ſuch property, in 
ſome reſpeQs precarious ; for who can deny, that the poor 
man's little ewe lamb is much expoſed to be carried off with 
the large flocks of his wealthy neighbours ; or, to be ſecret- 
ly devoured by ſome beaſt of prey, or ravenous bird |} . 
Manufacturt 


which, on the part of the tenants, the following practice was inti oduced; 
The tenants wives went regularly, about the term of Lammas, to the 
feuars wives, their landladies, with preſents of butter, cheeſe, eggs, &c. 
hence called Lammas preſents, The Chriſtmas bummacks are almoſt uni- 
verſally diſcontinued ; but, in fome inſtances, the heritors have, in lieu of :c- 
cepting ſuch entertainments, ſubſtituted a certain quantity of meal and'malt 
to be paid to them annually by the tenants. The practice of giving annual 
preſents at Lammas is not univerfally kept up by the tenants wives ; bat 
there are not wanting inſtances where it is {till found to ſubſiſt. 

Heritors and tenants are now become more wealthy than their anceſtors. 
The fteel-bow, or ſtocking on the farms, hath, in general, been purchaſed by 
the tenants, and a recent influx of wealth, chiefly owing to the manufacture 
of kelp, hath occaſioned a very great change in this country, on the ſtate of 
landed property, mode of living, and manners of the inhabitants. 


The ancient practice of erecting fcal or turk dykes, which require a+ 
nual repairs, around their grals and corn land, at the joint expence of the pot- 
ſeſſors 


ha 
ho 
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Manufacture of Kelp —This valuable, and, as it may now 
be conſidered, ſtaple commodity of Orkney, (was firſt of all 
in this county manufactured in the iſland of Stronſay, by 
James Fea, heritable proprietor of Whitehall,) and Wadſet- 
ter of North Strynrie, in the year 1722. This was a gentle- 
man of an enterpriſing ſpirit, who brought a man of the name 


of Meldrum, from Fraſersburgh, to introduce kelp burning 


in Orkney; Meldrum, taking the Orkney inhabitants to be an 
ignorant and ſuperſtitious race of men, pretended that the kelp 
aſhes would not acquire ſuch a hard and ſolid conſiſtence as 
was requiſite, unleſs a certain powder was thrown into the 
kelp kilne before it was raked, accompanied with certain myſ- 


terious words, to the uſe of which powder and myſterious - 


words, he claimed an excluſive right in that iſland. 

He, however, ſoon found, that the inhabitants of Stronſay 
had more penetration and leſs ſuperſtition, than to be long 
hood-winked in this manner; for they found, on trial, that the 

3E 2 kelp 


{ffors, in order to keep off their own and their neighbours horſes, yield cat- 
tle, ſwine, &c. in ſummer and harvelt ; is ſtill adhered to more or. leſs, in 
molt of the Orkney iſlands. The general cuſtom of allowing their corn land 
toly unmoleſted, during the winter, and until the weather ſets in fair in 
ſpring, which it ſeldom does before March or April; after which, their whole 
agricultural labour muſt be executed, before the kelp ſeaſon begins, in the 
month of May, or be done afterwards in a, very ſuperficial manner; from 
which cauſes, an extra number of ſervants and horſes become neceſſary, 
which tends greatly to increaſe the expence of labour to the Orkney 
farmer. The conſiderable heritors in Orkney, with very few exceptions, 
have either removed with their families, from their manſions in the country, 
to reſide in Kirkwall, the only Royal Burgh in Orkney; or have, with their 
families, left the county altogether; and therefore, they ſind few opportuni- 
ties of attending to the proceedings or rewarding the meritorious exertions 
of their tenants, From theſe circumſtances, the preſent unimproved ſtate of 
the country in general, may be eaſily accounted for, 
Inſtead of improving the ſoil, the heritors and tenants in Orkney, have 

tor many years paſt, directed their attention to the manuſacture of kelp. 
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kelp aſhes, nd by the labour uſually adhibited poſterior 
to this myſtical application, became equally ſolid and good 
in quality, without, as with the aid of the magical words and 
powder. 


This commodity ſold 15 foveral years poſterior to the 


date before mentioned, to a bottle-maker at Newcaſtle, for 
3 |. Sterling per ton of 20 cwt.; but the manufacturers, 
or their employers, deſirous to make as much as poſſible by 
this new concern, began to adulterate the kelp aſhes, by mix- 
ing ſmall ſtones or ſand therewith ; which impoſition being 
ſoon diſcovered, the price was reduced to 21. 10 8., and the 
ton fixed at 21 cwt., which hath ever ſince been held the 

the weight of a ton of kelp. The lat mentioned price con- 

tinued for about 20 years, to be the rate for which it fold, 
at an average; during which period, the e i did 
not exceed 400 tons. 

In the year 1744, kelp fell ſo low, that Mr Thomas Bal- 
four, then a merchant, and afterwards heritor of the lands 
of Huip and others in Stronſay, bought a ſmall cargo of it, 
at 20 8. and 20 8. 6d. per ton in Orkney, carried it to Neu- 
caſtle, and ſold it there for the current prices; and, on ba- 
lancing accompts, found, that he had loſt 15 per cent by the 
adventure; as the author hath often heard him declare. 
For nineteen years after wards, the average quantity Was a- 
bout 700 tons, price 21. 10s. The heritors of this diſtrict 
had about one tenth of the whole quantity annually made in 

Orkney; for each ton of which, the heritors drew about 20s. 
the makers and purchaſers the remainder. 

In 1763, and for 15 years following, the average quantity 
made annually in Orkney, was 1800 tons. Of which, the 
heritors i in this diſtrict have about 180. 

The heritors, in general, during this period, became mer- 


chants of their own kelp, or ſold it on commiſſion. The an- 
nual 
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nual average price at market was 41. 4 8. Sterling; the price 
of making was raiſed to about 26 8. and freight 12 8. per 
a HO eee 00 1.155 
The heritors and kelp proprietors of this diſtrict, drew an- 
- nually about 350 1. The tenants and makers about 2301. The 
remainder went for freight and commiſſion. | | 

In 1778, and for fourteen years after, the average quanti- 
ty annually burnt in Orkney, was 3000 tons, at 61. per ton. 
The heritors of this diſtrict had about 300. The price of 
making was raiſed to 11. 15 8. per ton, of which riſe the 
tenants chiefly reaped the benefit. The heritors and kelp 
proprietors of this diſtrict, drew annnally about 10501. The 
tenants 527 l. The remainder went for freight and com- 
miſſion. | 

In 1792, the extraordinary good ſeaſon for the growth of 
ſea weeds, of which kelp 1 is made, and for the manufactur- 
ing of it, produced in this diſtri, to the incumbent's certain 
knowledge or beſt information, no leſs a quantity than 400 
tons; when, at the ſame time, the whole Orkney iſlands did 
not produce above 4,000 tons. It is in this ratio, therefore, 
that he has calculated the produce of this diſtrict from the 
year 1744, during the ſeveral ſubſequent periods above ſpe- 
cited, and 60 tons, the average quantity annually produced 
preceding that date; which, in the earlieſt period, is a ſome- 
what larger proportion, which Stronſay (where kelp was 
firſt manufactured in Orkney, ) may reaſonably be ſuppoſed 
to have produced. 

In 1793, the ſeaſon proved rainy and unfavourable "Ws 
kelp. This diſtrict did not produce above 300 tons, price 
in Orkney 41. per ton. The heritors and kelp proprietors 
drew 775 l.; the tenants and kelp makers, 525 J. Sterling, 
clear of all deduQtions, being in the ſame proportions as 
the year preceding. 


This 
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This ſeaſon, 1794, being remarkably favourable for kelp 
bnrning, promiſes an abundant crop in Orkney, which may 
equal, or perhaps exceed that of 1792, 

The quantities of kelp made, with the average prices at 
the different periods above ſpecified, are taken, in a great mes. 
ſure, from the information given by the Orkney gentlemen 
in the year 1766 to Mr M“ Taviſh, who was directed by the 
Board of Truſtees to procure information reſpecting that 
and many Donne m. A 
SS | | | Aeriabin 


* By the above ſtate it appears, that the heritors and pariſhioners of this 
diſtrict, have drawn from kelp, ſince the manufacture of it was introduced 
dy James Fea of Whitehall, in the year 1722, no lefs a ſum than 29,1991, 
105, during a period of 71 years; being 41 years purchaſe of the whole diſtri 
at the preſent groſs rent. Thoſe of the other iſlands of Orkney have drawn 
nine times as much money; that is, 262,777 l. 10 s., being 36 years purchaſe 


of theſe iſlands, at the preſent groſs rent; both ſums amount to 291,976 |, 
Sterling, which is more than 36 years purchaſe of all the iſlands of Orkney; 


the groſs rent of which is only about 8,000 J. Sterling annnually. 


In theſe calculations, the profits and advantages accruing to the traders and 
others in Orkney, by carrying this commodity to market, are not included. 
When, however, it is conſidered, that the ſhips belonging to Orkney have been 
almoſt the only carriers of it for many years paſt, the profits and other ad- 
vantages derived from this branch of trade in theſe iſlands, muſt not only 
have been great to them as individuals, but alſo of no ſmall importance to 
the nation at large, by extending its commerce, increaſing its wealth, aud 


producing a nurſery of excellent ſeamen. 


On this ſubject, the following remark, to many readers, will, it is preſumch 
That James Fea of Whitehall, of the iſland of Stronſay, i 
Orkney, (that is the name and deſignation of the man, who introduced 
valuable a manufacture into his native country,) ought not ouly to be kept il 
remembrance, but that ſome permanent teſtimony of gratitude, from thoſe 
who have reaped and {till do reap ſuch important advantages from his ſpit 
ed exertions, ought to be deviſed, in honour- to his memory, and for tit 


naturally occur ; 


encouragement of aſpiring genius in ſucceeding ages. 


ferred, would certainly be no leſs creditable to thoſe who beſtowed them. 


Premuims of this fl. 
ture, conlerred by ſocieties, by diſtricts, or by the public, honourable 3s they 
unqueſtionably would be to the memory of thoſe on whom they were cor 
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Aericulture.—The vicinity of all the cultivated lands in 
is diſtrict to the ſea ſhore, induced of old and till induces 
he inhabitants to uſe ſea-weed as their chief, and almoſt on- 
y manure. The great quantities of it thrown into their nu- 
merous bays, creeks, and about their neſſes, enabled them 
to adopt a practice which is ſtill continued, of putting one 
half of their laboured land to bear or bigg, {which half they 
put to oats the year following; this ſhort rotation they have 
continued for time immemorial. They lay their houſe dung 
on the land deſigned for bear, uſually before Chriſtmas ; the 
feld on which this is laid, they keep perpetually at bear, ex- 
cept once in fix or ſeven years, when it becomes too rich 
ind ſpungy; they then having kept back the manure, take 
a ſingle crop of oats, and go on as before with bear crops. 
The fide plough, with four horſes abreaſt, or in broad band, 
is moſt generally uſed. The plough-boy walks with a retro- 
gade motion, having his face towards the horſes faces. The 
extent of field which ſuch a plough labours, is about fifteen 
acres Scots meaſure. £5 

The number of returns of oats is from three to four, and 
of bear from five to ſix ſeeds, at an average. Potatoes were 
not generally planted fifteen years ago, when the preſent in- 
cumbent was admitted miniſter; and, where they were planted, 
it was on the green ſward, in the lazy bed way. Theſe are cul- 
trated more generally, and are uſually planted after the 
plough, in land which has been long in age. They thrive 
well, when kept clean from weeds. Few Farmers have as yet 
been induced to plant them at ſo great a diſtance as to ad- 
mit of their being horſe hoed or cleaned by the plough; a 
ſuoceſsful example in this way, nevertheleſs, hath more than 
once been exhibited to them. Clover and rye-graſs ſeeds, 


during the period before mentioned, have been ſown as a hay 


crop 
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crop and for paſture, and ſucceeded very well; but the farm. 
ers, in general, have not yet followed this example, chiefly 
for want of proper encouragement * . 

4 Et OG The 


* Thomas Balfour, Weird da aſter purchaſing the eſtate of Huip, 
in the iſland of Stronſay, began about thirty years ago, to make ſome i improve- 
ments in agriculture, particularly on his lands of Linkneſs above deſcribed, 
which had previouſly been uſed only as ſheep paſture. He erected a ſteading 
ol houſes there, with a view of turning it into a corn farm, induced no doubt 
by the great quantities of ware or ſea · weeds for manure thrown upon the 
ſhores of it annually, The ſoil was ſhallow and poor, for much of it had, be- 
fore that period, been cut up for fuel or firing for cottars and ſub- tenants. As 
it had a clay bottom, tolerable crops, when ſeaſons were good, and manure 
plenty, were produced ; but a ſeries of bad ſeaſons having ſucceeded the year 
1776, the heritor, after managing this new farm by ſervants on his own ac- 
count, for ten or twelve years, was pleaſed to Jet it to a tenant, together with 
à much larger farm, of which it originally was a ſheep-paſture-pendicle : But 
the farmer having found that Linkſneſs, by being kept in tillage, did not give 
returns ſufficient to indemnify him for the expence of labouring ir, owing to 
a ſeries of bad ſeaſons and other unfavourable circumſtances, thought proper 
to allow it to revert to its former ſtate of natural graſs, not much mended 
as to quality; in which ſtate it remains to this daß. Mr Balfour, with a 
view to improve other patts of his eſtate in Stronſay, incloſed with earthen 
' fences, to the extent of about 50 acres Scots meaſure ; and, adjacent thereto, 
built a ſteading of farm houſes ; But as theſe acres lay at a much greater dil 
tance from ſea weeds than the farm of Linkſneſs, and moreover had no title 
to ſuch weeds for manure, but by favour of the ſarmers who had immemori- 
ally poſſeſſed the privilege of carrying them off to lay on their corn fields, 
different mode of farming from that uſed in the ifland of Stronſay behovedto 
be adopted, and carried on, under the direction of a farmer or overfecr brought 
from a part of the country, where equal diſadvantages ſubliſted, This Was 
done for a conſiderable number of years; but this laudable attempt failed 6! 
ſucceſs. | 
Mir Balfour had fach ! in this iſland, that, by his advice anda exam. 
ple, he induced ſome farmers on other eſtates to incloſe parcels of their pal. 
ture grounds in like manner as he had done ; theſe farmers, however, did not 
make any attempts to cultivate or improve the grounds which they had thus 
incloſed, prudently and patiently waiting the iſfue of Mr Balfour's experiment 
i this way. | 
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The family of Tankerneſs, one of che moſt ancient among 
the heritors of this diſtrict, began, about 4o'years ago, to give 
a leaſe of their lands in Eday, and paſture iſlands, pertinents 


thereof, being the whole heritage they now poſſeſs in this 
diſtrict, to tenants for the ſpace of nineteen years; viz. to a 


tenant named John Murray, and to his ſon James, who re- 
newed it for other nineteen years, which laſt leaſe being 
nearly expired, he hath again renewed it for thirty years; on 


the condition of paying a ſpecies of rent, which in other 
counties would be deemed ſingular; namely, a certain quan- 
tity, (30 or 35 tons) of kelp yearly. His preſent landlord, 


Robert Baikie of Tankerneſs, is a polite, well informed, hoſ- 
pitable country gentleman, who had the honour to be return- 
ed a member of the Houſe of Commons, to repreſent his na- 
tive county, at the laſt general election ſave one. This ten- 
ant hath built hundreds of fathoms of ſtone dykes for inclo- 
ſures; hath repaired the farm houſes at a great expence; 
ſome part of which, however, hath been defrayed by his land- 
lord; and he hath made improvements on this farm by rear- 
ing more cattle, and of a better ſort than in former years; by 
introducing the Scotch or two ſtilted plough, i in ſtead of 
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Wi Laing, another merchant in Kirkwall, did alſo purchaſe an eſtates 
hing partly in Stronſay and partly in Eday, about 24 years ago. 

He gave ſome encouragement, to his tenant in North Strynzie, and Stronſay, 
to make improvements; this he did by engaging to pay part of the expence 
of incloling certain parcels of that farm with ſtone dykes. Theſe materials 
being more valuable than turf, and the grounds thus incloſed of a ſuperior 


quality to ſuch as were incloſed by Mr Balfour, rendered the benefit thus 


ailing from incloſing graſs fields greater and more permanent, This tenant, 
induced, in ſome degree, perhaps, by the example and advice of his neighbour 
the miniſter, began lately to incloſe a few acres of laboured land, which he 
intend to prepare, without delay, for laying down with graſs ſeeds, for hay 
ind paſture, 
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the Otkney fide-plough, but without laying the” latter al. 
together aſide; he hath made experiments by levelling and 
improving uneten grounds, ſowing graſs feeds; &c. which 
might perhaps entitle him to be ranked en in and 
N farmers | in any part of Scotland. 

Two ether heritots of this diſtrict, merely by extending 
tieir tenants leaſes to twenty four years, without binding 
themſelves to reimburſe to their tenants any expence laid out 
on improvements, and without taking their tenants bound to 
lay out ſuch expence, have the ſatisfaction to find a ſpirit of 

enterpriſe breaking the fetters of inveterate practices, which 
have been long ag6 exploded from other parts of Scotland; 
and gradually introducing the more pleaſant and Seofitable 
ones of incloſing, ſowing grafs feeds, making hay, feeding 
cattle, &c. and even of repairing, at the tenant's expence, the 
farm houſes, i in a manner at once uſeful and commodious to 
the tenant, eaſy and adyantageous to the heritor. 


holm, now of Mordum; and Andrew Liddle merchant in, 
and one of the baillies of Kirkwall, now deceafed, deſerve 
to be mentioned with honour, as heritors who. gave theſe 
eaſes ſome years ago to their tenants, and their tenants have 


exerted that ede and induſtry which long leafes encourage“. 
There 


1 theſs indications of induſtry and active exertion among the farmers of 
this diſtrict, the following ought not to be paſſed over in ſilence. A leaſe of the 
farm of South Strynzie, for a period of only fifteen years, was given ſometime 
| ago, by Mr John Scollay the proprietor, to Edward Chalmers the tenant, who 

Has erected an earthen fence to incloſe eight or nine acres of ground, which 
was partly in tillage and partly in natural graſs. He has not only begun 

to ſow graſs ſeeds, of which his farm ſtands much in need ſor paſture, but he 

has removed the farm houſes to a much more convenient ſituation than they 
occupied when he entered upon the poſſeſſion An allowance was in- 


deed made to him of a certain ſum by the proprietor; but this 1 
| 6 


Gilbert 
Maſon, merchant i in Edinburgh, late proprietor of Rothes- 
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There are in this diſtrict one farm of 801. rent, four of a- 
bout 60 J., eight « of about 30. yearly rent : The re ſt are each 


laboured by one plough, rent from 8 l. to 8 . In ſome inſtan⸗ 


ces, two or more tenants join to make one ploug b to labour 
their ſmall farms; ; and there are many ſmall pendicles, Por 
ticularly in the iſland of Eday, the poſſeſſors of which, in- 
ſtead of uſing a plough, delve the whole of their ſmal! farms 
with the ſpade; and even the . harrow is frequently dragged 
by theſe tenants or by their wives or their children. 

The preceding narrative will ſhow the infant ſtate of im- 
provements in agriculture within this di ſtrict, and that few 
and feeble attempts have hitherto been made to improve the 
ſoilk. 


3 F 2 With 


did not exceed one third of the expence incurred by this removal of the farm 


houſes. Ihe graſs rent is about 40 l. yearly. Thus hath this tenant, in 2 


very ſpirited manner, during the currency of a ſhort leaſe, expended a conſi- 


derable ſum for his own interim accommodation, and for the permanent bene- 
at of the farm, 


o 


An enquiry into the cauſes which contributed to fruſtrate ſome of thoſe 
which were made, particularly by Mr Balfour, (from patriotic, it is believed, 
more than ſelfiſh morives,) might be intereſting and uſeful, if the inquiry 
was made by one duly qualified for the tafk : but as there is little probability, 


at preſent, that this will engage the attention oſſuch an one, unſkilled and 


unexperienced as the writer may be held, he will preſume on the liberty to 


mention briefly ſuch as appear to him to have operated in this way: Tf, The 


ſubjeQs ſcleQed for improvement were of a poor quality; ſuch, it is appre- 


lended, require ſkilful management, great experience, and no little ex- 


pence to render ſucceſsful any attempts to improve them to advantage. Mr 
Balfour was, indeed, an expericnced merchant, an intelligent, patriotic, and 
moſt hoſpitable gentleman ; but, although, he had occaſionally paſſed through 
many counties in Britain, and had been in other parts of Europe, yet it 
will be admitted, that he could not rank as a practical farmer. Beſides, he 
lived in the town of Kirkwall, at about 15 miles diſtance by ſea from the pla- 
ces in Stronſay where his improvements were carried on. 2j, The labour- 
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With a a view to \ quand againſt diſappointments i in reference 
to agricultural improvements, to communicate the ſucceſ; 
of experiments, and to remedy certain inconveniences to 
whieh this diſtrict is liable by its local circumſtances; ; the 
principal farmers in the iſland of Stronſay, moſt chearfully 
concurred to form themſelves into a ſociety ; and they accor- 
dingly did form and conſlitute the ſociety of farmers in Stron- 
ſay, about eighteen months ago, to which almoſt all the far- 
mers in the iſland have thought proper to accede. Ihis ſo- 
ciety agreed to ſuch bye-laws as they judged neceſſary for re- 
gulating their future procedure. They reſolved, that ſmall 
ſums ſhould be contributed annually by the members, who 
were ranked in four different claſſes, according to the extent 

| | of 


ing inſtruments which he adoptcd were different from thoſe uſed in this i- 
land. The inhabitants, like all others who have little intercourſe with ſtran- 

gers, were averſe to innovations, and deſpiſed a mode of farming different in 
| ſome reſpects from that to which they and their progenitors had immemoriali 
been inured. The general opinion of the inhabitants, it is natural to conjec- 
ture, had its weight with Mr Balfour's ſervants, all of whom, being natives 
of Stronſay, except. the grieves or overſeers, ſoon manifeſted an averſion to 
uſe implements of agriculture different from thoſe with which they had becn 
acquainted from their infancy. Accordingly, theſe improvements were not 
carried on with ſuch a degree of induſtry and perſeverance as could reaſona- 
bly be ſupoſed to ſecure ſucceſs. 3dly, The attempts made were merely to 
_ raiſe grain, for which purpoſe, the manure was found ſcanty. Sea-weeds 
were the only manure uſed on Linksneſs. When the ſeaſons, therefore, were 
unfavourable, or if but littie of this article happened to be caſt aſhore, the 
crops were not productive. In other places, where little or no ſea-weeds 
could be got, horſe Ar, mixed with green ſods or turf, was the only ſubſe 
tute. 

The ſmall quantity of this manure which could be ed from a new 
farm, behoved greatly to retard the progreſs of improvement of a ſoil ſv poor 
in quality as aboye diſcribed. Another obſtruction to its melioration, was an 
ill judged anxiety to come as near as poſlible to the general practice in Ork- 
ney, of keeping corn fields under bear and oat crops alternately in equal pre: 
Portions for ever, 


f 
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of the farm they poſſeſſed, which conſtituted four different 
rates. It is propoſed, that theſe ſums ſhall raiſe and become 
a fund, for defraying the neceſſary expences of ſtated quar- 
terly meetings of the ſociety; and, after ten years accumu- | 
lation, ſhall be a fund alſo for the relief of ſuch widows and 
orphans of the members as may be left in indigent circum- 
ſtances z and that in proportion to the rates contributed by 
their deceaſed husbands or fathers reſpectively. The ſociety 
Jo eſtabliſhed certain regulations with reſpect to herding black 
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a cattle, ſheep, ſwine, 8&c. They took the ſtate of the crop | nt | 
1 of the iſland under conſideration, aſcertained the prices at 5 
0 which they judged the different ſorts of victual ought to ſell, L 3: 
it during the quarter ſubſequent to each of their meetings, ac- 5 5 
dt cording to their knowledge and the beſt information which Th 

they could procure ; and the members agreed to fell what 5 


they could ſpare at lower rates in Orkney than they could 


1 obtain for it from other places in Scotland. The ſucceſs of 

in ſuch experiments in agriculture as had been made by the 

iy members, was reported to the ſociety, &c. This ſociety can- 

- not entertain a doubt of their obtaining the approbation of, | 
10 and all ſuitable encouragement from the public, and alſo from ral 
cn thoſe of this diſtrict, whoſe patrimonial intereſt may be e- 

8 ventually promoted by the attainment of the objects which 

= the ſociety have in view. 

ids A few hints for promoting agricultural improvements in 

ere this diſtrict, in conjunction with ſome attempts lately made 

” by the tenants, as above ſpecified, fall now to be ſubmitted to 

N the public eye; and, it is humbly preſumed, that the comfort 


and emolument of all ranks in this diſtrict would be promo- 
ew ted, and the intereſt of the public moſt Oy ſecured, 
by Wopang the following regulations: 


rk „ 5 
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_ 1H, That the heritors be at the expence of putting the fam 
Houſes in good repair, and that they give leaſes of their lang; 
to their tenants, at reaſonable rents, for three times nineteen 

years, or for certain loug periods. 

2dly, That the tenants receive the farm holes 4 on alu. 
tion, and become bound to deliver them in like manner at 
the expiry of their leaſes, on adequate payment made to them 
for melioration, or ſimilar payment by them to che heritors 
in caſe of deterioration. 

34h, That incloſures, to a certain extent, on a plan an- 
nually agreed to by the heritor and tenant, be built by the 
tenant; the value of which to be reimburſed by the heritor 
at the concluſion of the firſt period of nineteen years, ſo that 
the tenant may be enabled to proceed with additional inclo- 
fures, or ſuch other 1 improrementz ac may have been e 
in the leaſe. 

athly, That during the ſecond period of nineteen years, 3 
certain additional rent, about ten per cent. of the money ſo 
advanced by the heritor, be paid annually by the tenant ; and 
that this increaſe of rent be doubled during the third period, 
FP xthly, That no allowance be made by the heritor for any 
expence laid out by the tenant, in building incloſures, or other 
improvements, during the two laſt periods of the leaſe. 
G., That a ſpecific extent of arable and graſs grounds 
ſhould be aſcertained by ſkillful men, to be competent for 
maintaining a ſub-tenant's family, on the ſuppoſition that the 
Tame is managed by him, without the aſſiſtance of the prin- 
cipal tenant z and ſuch extent alloted accordingly to all fa 
milies of this deſcription. 

Ithly, That one half, or thereby, of the before mentioned 
extent of arable and graſs ground, ſhould be alloted for 3 
cottar's or a boll-man's family, each of whom may be col- 


lidered, for more than one half of the year, as a daily ſervant 
| f 
(3 
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(9 the principal teri by whoſe plovghs theſe” ſmall * . 


ſhould be laboured. 

8:bly, That in all reſpects except thoſe ven e 
the ſtipulations be left to be mutually condeſcended on by 
the principal tenants, and by their ſubtenants and cottars, or 
doll men, reſpectively. 

gthly, That heritors, who incline to encourage manufac- 
tures, and increaſe the population of their country, may re- 
ſerve in their own poſſeſſion ſome ſmall farm or parcel of 
ground on their eſtates, beſt adapted to the purpoſe, to let in 
rery long leaſes, or to feu out to be houſes and gardens for 


ſhop-keepers, kelp-makers, mechanics, fiſhers, day-labourers, 


&. Such families might thus furniſh a ready market for 
butcher meat or other proviſions raiſed * the innen 
tenants, of their dependents. 

By adhering to. theſe regulations, the heritors, or their heirs, 
at the expiry of 57 years, would find their eſtates in a high 
degree of cultivation; would have an additional rent well 
paid; a certain proportion thereof, one third or thereby, in- 
cloſed, and the beſt ſecurity afforded againſt loſs by bank- 
rupt renants, which is found to be a great deduCtion from 
the rental in many diſtricts in Scotland, with an increaſed 
price for ſuch articles of rent as might be {ſtipulated to be 
paid to the heritors in kind. , 

All theſe advantages, without any expence to the heritors, 
would doubtleſs contribute, in a high degree, to the comfort 
of the tenants and of their dependents z and alſo to advance 
the intereſt of the communityt. 


Rental 


} On this plan, agriculture, manufactures, and fiſheries, in their ſeveral de- 
partments, would N ſupport and cheriſh each other, to much greater 
advantage 
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Kental, Se. Sir Thomas, now Lord Dundas, has ny 
property lands, but has the n e of all the lands in 
this diſtrict. 2 5 


The valued rents in 1653, according to the Deketer ceſs 
book, are as follows : 


Renta 


advantage than they can poſſibly do when jumbled together, as they hare 
been in this diſtri, for time immemorial ; here it is not uncommon to ſee 2 
man one day acting the part of a tradeſman; another; that of a fiſher; 4 
third, that of a kelp maker ; who, having found all theſe employments inſuf- 
ficient for the ſupport of himſelf and family, muſt apply alſo to the tillage of 
the ground, in order to furniſh (after all,) a ſcanty ſubſiſtance ſor him and 
them. The truth of the proverb, in ſuch ann. 1 manifeſt; * Jock of all 
trades, good at none !”: 

It is moreover ſubmitted, with all duc A chat the following + in- 
citements to induſtry, and to improvements, might with prepriety be added: 

ft, That one or more ſkilful farmers ſhould be induced to come from well 
cultivated counties in Britain, to ſettle in ſuch as are badly cultivated, This 
might be effected by means of an annual premium, to be paid by the heritors, 
Jointly, of the laſt mentioned diſtricts, for a certain number of years, to theſe 
willing to accept ſuch terms; or otherwiſe, as might be judged proper. 

Under ſuch examples, improvements in agricuiture might reaſonably be 
expected to advance with cettainty ; and ſuitable inducements would thus 
be held forth to the other tenants of theſe diſtricts, ſufficient to influence them 
to adopt ſimilar modes of cultivation; and of improvement; in the manage- 
ment of their farms. 

2dly That a ſpirit of emulation ſhould be raiſed among the heritors of dif 
ferent diſtricts, by premiums, or honourable diſtinctions conferred by the pub» 
lic, on thoſe heritors who are moſt active to introduce the before mentioned 
plan, or any other plan better calculated for promoting the public intereſt, 

3dly, That heritors and tenants of each diſtrict, in eollective bodies, ſhould 
| reſpectively excite a ſpirit of emulation among their dependants by annual 
premiums. And, 4#bly, As this would infallibly increaſe greatly the national} 
wealth and importance, that a certain ſum, or number of medals, ſhould be 
advanced to the heritors or tenants of ſuch diſtricts as exhibited proofs of 


great exertions in this way, to be by them diſtribated to the individuals un- 


Rent: 
mo 
| Herit 


mo 
Mini 
Value 


pat 
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fullicie 


de ho 
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The above rental of ſupe- 


The heritors or feuars ren- 
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Scots. Sterling. 
L. 8. . L. 8. d. 


Rental of ſuperior duties a- 


mount of N 2624 15 2 or 218 14 7 


eritors or feuars, rental a- 1 | 
mount of - 8 2887 1 65 or 240 11 10 
Miniſter's ſtipend == - 577 1 53 or 48 1 9 
Valued rent of theſe united — ſ—ͤ ——— 
Pariſhes 6088 18 2 or 5807 8 2 


Scots. Sterling. 
E. „ l 4. 


rior duties conſiſts part- 
ly of money, viz. 2335 14 11 or 19 12 1012 
tal alſo partly ditto, viz. 366 15 4 or 30 11 35% 
Miniſter's ſtipend, partly of 
ditto. - - 380 68 or 31 13 10552 
The remaining ; parts of theſe rentals conſiſt in malt, oat 
meal, butter, oil; and, in the ſtipend, ſome vicarage tithes 
xe paid in kind. 8 | 
, "DEOLS- Sierking, 
| L „ % „ 
The meil of malt, which is 
nearly 12 ſtone weight, is | 
| valued at — Rs 6 8 or © 5 62 
Vol. XV. 6 The 


der their immediate inſpection, reſpeQively, who might, on dee examina- 
ion, be found to have the beſt claims. | 

Thus, a general union of all ranks would be formed, and a due ſubordi- 
dation maintained; which, being ſupported on the ſolid pillars of agricul- 
ture , manufactures, and commerce, would reſemble a well couttructed arch, 
TEND able to ſuſtain a fortificatitn of ſuch ſtrengzh as might defy all 
te hoſtile attacks of its envious or ambitious neighbours, 
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Scots. Sterling; 
be | . 4:34; L 14 
The meil of oat meal of 
e at os 400.01 0-64 
The barrel of butter, which „„ 
contains about 60 pints, 
and weighs 200 weight, | 
is valued at — 20 0 0 or t 13 4 
The lispund of butter, which e 
is nearly 2 ſtone weight, 
is valued at — 20 dn o 46 
The barrelof oil, which con- 
| tains the ſame quantity, 
and is the ſame weight as 
a barell of butter, is valu- | 
4:06 at 2 EE. 1600 or 1 68 
The lispund of oil is the 
ſame weight as a lispund 
of butter, and valued at 1 12 0 or o 28 
The preſent groſs rental of Stronſay and Eday, compre- 
hending ſuperiority, property, and ſtipend, amounts to only 
7461. 78. 3d. Sterling, a ſmall part of which is paid by ſti- 
pulation between ſome of the heritors and their tenants, for 
liberty to the latter to burn kelp and to ſell it on their own 
account. CS 
The advance of rent, in theſe united pariſhes, during a pe- 
riod of no leſs than 140 years, appears inconſiderable, but 
this is accounted for by a very great proportion of the groß 
rental in 1653, being paid in kind; ſome part of which hati 
been converted into money by the heritors to the tenants, 
about 40 years ago, and ſuch part as is ſtill paid in kind, cat 
culated at the then ſelling prices of the country, which did 


not much exceed the valuation prices in 1653. 
0 There 
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There are, excluſive of Lord Dundas, thirteen heritors, of 
whom ſix have a large extent, and ſeven have a ſmall extent 


of property lying in this diſtrict. There are no reſiding heri- 
tors except the heirs of Patrick Fea of Kerbuſter, whoſe pro- 


perty, at his deceaſe, fell to be divided equally e his 


three daughters. 


State of Population, Pa rochial Records, &c.— The ancient 
ſtate of the pariſh of Eday cannot now be aſcertained with 


exactneſs, as records of an old date for that pariſh are not to 


be found. Records for the pariſh of Stronſay, from the year 
1673 and downwards, with chaſms of ſeveral years at differ- 
ent periods, in a decayed * as may be ee are yet 
in exiſtence. 
From theſe it appears, chat during a period of 20 years 


ſubſequent to 1673, the number of baptiſms in the pariſh of 
Stronſay was 382, of marriages 109. That during 20 years 
ſubſequent to 1743, the number of baptiſms was 601, viz. of 


males 309, of females 292. 

In the united pariſhes of Stronſay and Eday, during a pe- 
riod of 14 years ſubſequent to 1779, when the preſent in- 
cumbent was admitted, the numbers of baptiſms, marriages, 
and burials, in the {eparate, years of that period were as fol- 
low: | 
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TABLE OF BIRTHS AND MARRIAGES, IN THE UNITED Pk. Of 
- © RISHES OF STRONSAY AND Epar. Strot 
STRONSAY. 9 Evav: 
 Baptiſans, Marriages. Burials, Baptiſms. Marriages. Burials, Groſs 
PR M. F. : W | amount 
1780 11 13 1 4 8 x4 5 vw 
, Eo WS 
1782 13 13 6 17 2 0 4 © 
173 8 16 — 11 8 4 12 
1784 13 In 3 8 3 . 
778 7 6 8 8x 1 3 N 
1786 12 18 6 21 16 12 6 16 B. M. B. 
Amount —— | — — — — 302 74 244 
1787 7 12 2$®-:. 9 8 9 . 8 
1788 12 8 10 18 „„ 14 
1789 13 8 4 15 17 12 * 10 0 
0 1 11 „ ; 
+, © ore Sn. 10 4 5 11 tue] 
1792 17 10 8 15 7 9 3 14 and 
1793 17 12 4 16 6 - 4 9 have 
Amount arts _ — © 92 79 206 * 
Total | | CONE <2 
amount 173 153 92 2351 x43 124-62: 270 m1 
— — . — — 503 155 6 Wan 
| 2 e the | 
Number of houſes and of ſouls, in the united pariſhes of WW pop 
Stronſay and Eday, at different periods, as under: year 
intr 
IN 8 +. IN Evar. | 
5 | to t 
Houſes. Souls. Married. Houſes. Souls, 
1761 270 | 55 
2972-5 IOTS 1600 | will 
1781 182 819 143 675 app 
1787 178 887 126 601 part 
The number of houſes, ſouls, and married in the pariſh of Stronſay, il 5-4 
the years 1561, and 1772, are ſtated in the report of certain of the pariſnior- th 


ers; but the numbers in 1787, and 1787, were taken up by the clerks on 6:5 
pariſhes 1 under the miniſter's inſpeCtion, 


5 
unt 


224 


£ 10 
lion⸗ 
65 
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Of the above mentioned number of ſe in the pariſh of 
Stronfay in 1787, there were: 
| Years. 
From 1 to 10 — 223 
— JO 20 c 


101 
— 20 —30— 57 
ren, 
— 7257 
— 50 — bo — 78 
— GO — JO — 3 
— 80 — JO — 9 


Total Number 38) As above ſtated. 


Ober vation. —During the period of ſeven years, preceding 
the preſent year 1794, the number of baptiſms, marriages, 
and burials, in theſe united pariſhes, appear, by table firſt, to 
have been nearly equal to the numbers reſpectively during 
the like period of years, preceding 1787, ſo that, had the 
emigrations (which are not few,) from theſe pariſhes to other 
Hands in Orkney, or to places more remote, been as few in 
the laſt ſeven years, as during the preceding ſeven years, the 
population would be nearly the fame now, as it was ſeven 
years ago; but, from certain regulations or practices, lately 
introduced, unfavourable to the increaſe of population, and 
to the improvement of the ſoil of theſe pariſhes, there is 
ground to apprehend, that the population is decreaſing, and 
will continue to decreaſe, if ſuitable remedies be not ſpeedily 
applied, particularly with reſpect to fuel or peats; and the 
partial increaſe of ſervants wages. 


Fuel, Servants Wages, &c.— The inhabitants of theſe pa- 
nſhes bare uſed peats only, as their firing, for time imme- 
morial; 
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morial; in which neceſſary of life they have been greatly re. 


ſtricted by the proprietors of moſſes in both pariſhes, as 00 - 
quantity, during the laſt period of ſeven years. Notwith- * 
ſtanding, there remains an ine xhauſtible fund of that article 5 
in this diſtrict; at leaſt, conjecture itſelf is at a loſs to al. 
certain the number of centuries which the moſſcs in the ;. 
fands of Stronſay and Eday would ſupply their inhabitants Y 
with ſuch annua] quantities of peats as they were accuſtom- the 
ed to provide for their families, before ſuch reſtriQtions were the « 
impoſed 9g. A inha 
| tena 
Horſes, 15 
| | his t 
& The proprietors of peat moſs in the iſland of Eday have been pleaſed, his n 
for ſome years laſt paſt, with a view to ſave their moſſes, to prevent the toler 
meaneſt of the inhabitants, their own ſmall tenants, ſaub-tenants, cottars, ar gent 
delvers of their little ſpots of ground, to boil certain quantities of what they lou! 
call ſalt, (of a mean quality, it muſt be acknowledged,) over the only fir did x 
burnt in their cottages, which fire is uſed alſo for all culinary purpoſes. The yiou: 
whole quantities of peats to ſupply which fires, are ſo inconſiderable as to he gemi 
cartied home by the indignent tenants of theſe cettages, on their backs in and 
creels or caſies made with ſtraw ; the extra quantity required for the ſaid put- cient 
poſe muſt be ſmall indeed ! This ſalt, ſuch as it was, uſed to be carried in the { 
| ſmall parcels by the makers of it to other neighbouring iſlands, where they of th 
received ſrom the pooreſt of the inhabitants, who could not afford to purchak T 
ſalt of a good quality, equal quantities of meal for the ſalt which they ing t 
brought. By ſuch traffic, the poor people of Eday procured, in a very labo- cotta 
rious way, a ſcanty ſupply of meal for their families in the winter ſeaſon, llanc 
when the ſtormy weather did not permit their going a fiſhing, on which from 
buſineſs many in this iſland depend chiefly for daily bread. This reſtric lami) 
tion has induced ſome, and, if not removed, or ſome other remedy provided, M 
will probably induce many more of theſe poor families to migrate to other inere 
iſlands, if not to other countries. work 
The whole moſſes in the iſland of 8 belong to the proprietor at «ou 
Rothezholm, from which moſſes the whole inhabitants of this ifland, for of th 
time immemorial, have ſupplicd their families with peats, upon making {mall whic 
acknowledgements, in money or other articles, to the tenant of Rothesholm bot 
This practice continued to the mutual ſatisfaction of the inhabitants, and ei Wny 


the 


labo- 
eaſon, 
which 
eſtrice 
vided, 
other 
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Heſs, Black Cattle, c. The horſes in this diſtrict, a 
through Orkney in general, are of a hardy nature and ſmall 
ze, the largeſt are ſeldom above 14 hands high; great num- 
bers of them, when only one year old, are brought from the 
neighbouring 


the tenant of ſaid lands, (without any interference of the proprietor,) until 
the laſt general election of members of Parliament, when the election for 
the county of Orkney happened, (unfortunately for a great number of the 
inhabitants of this ifland,) to be diſputed ; for in conſcquence thereof, ſuch _ 
tenants of the ſucceſsful candidare, as live in this iſland, and the tenants of 
lis political friends, by the expreſs order of the proprietor of Rothecholm to 
his tenant, were ſtrictly prohibited from caſting in, and leading peats from 
his moſſes on any terms whatever. Theſe tenants, when laid under this in- 
tolerable hardſhip, conſcious that they had not done any thing to merit this 
gentleman's diſpleaſure, thought it exceedingly hard, and even unjuſt, that they 
ſhould be ſo ſeverely puniſhed for offences of which they were not guilty; 
did venture, not withſtanding the foreſaid order and prohibition, after pre- 
viouſly. having made offer to the tenant of Rothesholm of the uſual acknow- 
gements, to perſiſt in their poſſeſſion of the ſaid moſſes, by caſting, winning, 
and leading peats for the uſe of their families, according to cuſtom, and an- 
cient practice. But this conduct of theſe tenants occaſioned a law ſuit before 
the Court of Seſſion, which was lately decided in favours of the proprietor 
of the moſs, at whoſe inſtance it had been raiſed, | 

This reſtriction and deciſion, will ſoon be found a great cauſe of diminiſh- 
ing the inhabitants of this iſland, as the tenants above mentioned, and their 
cottars, cannot live without ſuch a neceſſary article as fire ; and their circum- 
lances in general, are not ſuch as to enable them to purchaſe and carry coals 
from England or from the Frith of Forth, to ſupply their families, and the 
lamilies of their ſub-cenants and cottars, with firing. | 

Moreover, an improper practice hath crept into this diſtrict, of not only 
creaſing the wages of unmarried men fervants and boys, employed in farm 
work, to more than three times the amount of what they were ſatisfied with 
about thirty years ago; but certain portions ot land have been given to many 
of them by their maſters, from which they have reaped crops of victual, 
which they have ſold for ſeveral years paſt, after defraying the expence of 
labour, at ſuch ſums, as, with other wages and perquiſites, received by them 
Wally from their maſters, bath ariſen to, and in ſome iuſtances exceeded 
the 


ff 
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neighbouring county of Caithneſs, to the annual fair at Rick 
wall in Orkney, in the month of Auguſt, which laſts about 
ten days : To this fair, not only horſes from Caithneſs, but cat. 
tle, and all other faleable commodities, are brought from the 
different iflands in Orkney, the annual buſineſs of all ranks 
is ſettled, horſes, and ſuch other articles, as country people 
require, are purchaſed and carried home with them to the 
| Iſlands of their reſpective habitations. 
The beſt of the Caithneſs ſtaigs, or year old horſes, 128 
for ſeveral years paſt, ſold for from 61. to 71. The beſt work 
oxen of the Orkney breed, for Al., milch cows at 3]1., ſheey 
at 6s., ſwine at 10s., geeſe 1s. 3d., hens 64. each, all Ster. 
ling money, in the town of Kirkwall, which is the only mar- 
ket place to which butcher meat, and other vivers, can be 
brought from this diſtri, and the other North iſles, and 
Eaſt parts of Pomona, or the mainland of Orkney. 
Animals of inferior ſize, of the forts above mentioned, are 
fold at proportionably lower prices. There are in this dit- 
trict to the number of about 
Horfes, Black Cattle, Sheep. Swine, Geeſe. I'wo-oz: carts, Boat 


In Stronſay. 500 900 3000 300 700 27 2:08 
In Eday. 120 300 2000 100 120 $5 34 


of flock. 620 1200 ode 400; e 24 © 


4 


—— $ 


the amount of what a cottar or bollman, and his wife can earn annually for 
the ſupport of themſelves and family of young children. This injudicious 
practice, if perſiſted in, cannot fall of being a mighty diſcourage ment of mar. 
riage and of population; but it may be rectiſied, in a great meaſ ure, by the 
united exertions of the tenants, or ſociety of farmers in Stronſay, with the 


concurrence of the heritors, by vdopeng the plan explained under the 6th 
article. 


The beſore mentioned gricvances, under which many of che pariſhioners 
labour, are prejudicial to the general intereſt of the diſtrict ; and to the com 
munity at large, it is preſumeable, therefore, that adequate remedies will be 


applied, as ſoon as circumſtances will per mit the neceſſary regulations to take 
«fc, 
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Hinrrals —A vein of lead was diſcovered, many years ago, 
on the eſtate of Huip. (John Balfour, Eſq; preſent member 
of Parliament for Orkney, is landholder.) By order of Mr. 
Thomas Balfour deceaſed, the late proprietor, and uncle to 
the foreſaid John Balfour, ſpecimens of ore from this vein 
were dug up, and ſent to be examined by people of kill; but 
the report ſeems not to have been of a flattering nature, for 
no attempts bave hitherto been made ro work 1 it. 


4 mineral Shring, (or rather three ad} acent ſprings of Chaly- 
beate water, all of different degrees of ſtrength,) is to be 
found among the rocks, on the Eaſt coaſt of the iſland of 
Stronſay. The water, clear as chryſtal, not unpleaſant, is 
full of fixed air, as may be eaſily diſcovered by any who drink 
ſome glaſſes of it; for they will ſoon find themſelves affected 
n the ſame Ways as if they had drank ſome fine briſk bottled 
ſmall bear * 


Vor. XV. 5 3 folie 


* This ſpring is called the Well of Kildinguie. Tradition ſays, that it was 
held in ſuch high repute when the Orkney iflands belonged to the Crown of Den- 
mark, (above three hundred yeais ago,) that people of the firſt rank, came from 


Denmark and Norway to drinkthe waters. Towards the ſouth eaſt, at about two 
miles diſtance, the greateſt part of the way conſiſts of a flat ſand along the ſea 


ſhore; thete is a place called Guiyidn, on the rocks of which, that ſpecies of ſea- 
weed called dulſe, is to be found in abundance; which weed, is conſidered by 
many to be a delicious and wholeſome morſel. The drinking of theſe waters, the 
moderate exerciſe of walking over two miles of dry level ground, gathering and 


eating dulſe on the rocks, they being expoſed to a wholeſome ſharp ſea 
breeze, from whatever quarter the wind could blow ; this happy combination 


of circumſtances was found ſuch a ſovetcign remedy for the numberleſs com- 
plaints of thoſe, who in ancient times reſorted to this famous watering place, 
that it gave riſe to a proverb which is {till retained in this iſland, viz. „ The 
well of Kildinguie, and the dulſe of Guiyidn, can cure all maladies except 
s death. That is, can cure all maladies which are not abſolutely incu- 
ta t. | 
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9 cle 77 Mica Site, Ancient and Modern — About the time of 
the Reformation, there were ſive pariſh kirks in this diſtrig. 
Three in the illand of Stronſay, dedicated to the Virgin Ma- 
ry, to St. Peter and St. Nicholas; the fourth i in the iſland 
of Eday, dedicated alſo to the. Virgin Mary; and the fifth 
in the iſle of Fairy, to what faint dedicated, tradition gives 
no information. 3 

There were alſo, in the iſland of Stronſay, at leaſt four 
chapels, one of which is called St. Margaret's kirk; two 
chaples in the ſmall iſle of Papa, dedicated to St. Nicholas 
and to St. Bride reſpectively. St. Nichola's chapel was al. 
moſt entire twelve years ago; the dimenſions within walls 
15 feet by 12; the quire, 7 feet by 9; this quire is covered 
with a complete ſtone arch, but the chapel hath been lately 
demoliſhed by the tenant, in order that he with the ſtones 
of it might build a new barn. St. Bride's chapel and Quire, 
now in ruins, are nearly of the fame dimenſions as thoſe of 
St. Nicholas. About half way between theſe chapels, there 
is, on a riſing ground, called the Earls-know, the appearance 
of old ruins and graves; one of which graves, evidently 
defined by two ſtones, one at the head, the other at the feet, 
is eight feet and a half long; this grave was dug up to.the 
deepneſs of about fix feet, in the month of July 1792; the 
ſtones at the Bond and leet, which appeared about a foot 
above 


This ſpring is at the diſtance of about half a mile from the miniſter's manſe, 
in a pleaſant healthy ſituation. - There is a large commodious houſe in the 
neighbourhood, built about forty years ago, for the accommedation of a gent- 
leman with a large family, one of the heritors, and at that time miniſter ol 
this pariſh ; but his heirs have removed from this iſland, This houſe, there- 
fore, might be eaſily fitted up, and would be found very commodious for ſca- 
bathing or water drinking quarters, for thoſe whoſe conſtitutions or inclina- 
tions require the application of ſuch harmleſs, ſafe, and uſeful remedics. 
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above the ſurface, reached to.the otto of the grave. Many 


human bones of an ordinary ſize were found, and, moreover, 
fragments of a human ſkull, and of a lower jaw bone, with 
the caſe of teeth, which were perfeclly found, and fragments 
of thigh bones; theſe were all of an enormous ſize, and at- 
forded a convincing proof that the body burried there had 


required a grave of the dimenſions above ſpecified, There 


is an old chapel in ruins on the iſland of Eday, and one in 
each of the paſture itles, called Linga, Meikle, and Auſkerry ; 
in this laſt, there are alſo ruins of what ſeems to have been 
a ſmall houſe, which retains the appellation of the monker 


houſe, or monk's houſe; ſuch recluſes might no doubt have 


lived in this ifle, as there is plenty of freſh water in it; the 
diſtance, however, at which it lies from the iſland of Stron- 
ſay, is no leſs than three miles. Thus we find there have 

been of old five pariſh kirks, and at leaſt nine chagels in this 
diftrie*, 


L 
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* In the foundation of the Cathedral kirk of Orkney, confirmed by Cardi- 
wal Beaton, on the application of Lord Robett Steuart, (who was a natural uncle 
of Mary Queen of Scots and) Biſhop of Orkney, it 1s recited, that before 
that period, „only fix canons, and as many chaplains, were erected in the ſaid 
„Cathedral kirk of St. Magnus in Orkney, which are ſtated to be too few 
« to bear the labours and incumbent burdens in ſinging praiſes in the hours 
* of the nights and days in the ſaid kirk, and for divine ſervice, as becomes 


_ * ſuch a kirk,” Accordingly, 2 provoſtry, a arch deaconry, chantory, 
chancellory, ſub-deanry and ſub chantory; likewiſe ſeven other canons and 


and prebendars, thirteen chaplains, named vicars of the quire, and ſix boys, 


who might be reſpectively admit in ſciences, and otherwiſe qualified. Theſe 


were of new erected, conſtituted, and founded. The deed proceeds in theſe 
terms: „By the tenor of thir preſents, judges, ſtatutes, and ordains, that 


©* which we judge belongs to every one: The frf, the provoſt, Mr Mal- 


* colm Halero, batchelor in holy letters, the prebendary of holy Trinity, and 
& Vicarage of Ronald Shay, with holding up the kirk of Burwick, 24, To 
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The value of the ſtipend of this diſtrid, in IG was for- 


merly ſtated, the particular articles then paid, continue yet 


to be paid, with the exceptions of ſome vicarage and parſon- 


age 


# the arch · deacon, 
ce miniſler of Birſay and chaplainry of Sr: Ollay within the cathedral kirk, 
« with holding up the kirk of Harry. 3d, To the chantor, Mr Nicol Ha- 


et lero, the prebendary of Orpher and vicarage of Stenhouſe. 4th, To the 


te chancellor, Mr Alexander Scott, the prebendary of St. Mary of Sandy and 
c vicarage of Sandy. $th, To the treaſurer, Sir Steven Culroſs, the parſon- 
e age of St. Nicholas of Stronſay and vicarage of Stronſay. 6b, To the ſub- 
_ & dean, Mr Peter Howſton, the parſonage of Hoy and vicarage of Walls, 
* 7th, To the ſub-chantor, Sir Magnus Scrange, the prebendary of St. Colme, 
« 8th, To the firſt prebendar, Sir Thomas Richardſon, the parſonage of Croſs 
* kirk in Sandy, 9b, To Sir Hugh Halere, the prebendary of St. Magnus. 
« 10th, To Mr Henry Barton, the chaplainry of St. John the Evangeliſt, in 


« the ſaid cathedral kirk. 1156, To Mr Walter Thomſon, the chaplainry | 


« of St Mary and vicarage of St. Mary. 12th, To Mr John Maxwell, the 


ce chaplainry of St Laurence. 13th, To Sir David Chriſtiſon, the prebendary 


* of St, Catharine, 14h, To Mr Robert Malcolmſon, the prebendary of St. 
< Duthas. Chaplains, — The II, of St. Peter, ſhall be maſter of the grammar 
« ſchool. 2, Of St Auguſtine, ſhall be maſter of the ſong ſchool. Which 
<« two maſters ſhall be found to teach freely all the boys of the quire and the 


« poor willing to be preſent. 3d, The biſhop's quiriſter. 416, The provoſt's. 


« 5th, The arch-dean's. 6th, The precentor's. 7th, The chancellor 8. 8th, 
«© The treaſurer's. 9th, The ſub dean's 1oth, The prebendary of Holy 
« Croſs. I1th, The prebendary of St Mary. I2th, The chaplain of St, 
« Cathraine, 13th, The chaplain of Holy Croſs. And every one of the 
„ quiriſters ſhall haye one laſt of victual and alſo ten merks Scots money lor 
„ their ſtipend in the year, beſides the daily diſtributions which ſhall be from 


* the rents of yicarage of the cathedral kirk, and from the foundation « of un- 


« cle Thomas, biſhop of Orkney and Zetland ; ; and twelve pounds from the 
foundation of the moſt illuſtrious late Kings of Scotland, James 111. and 
% James IV. paid by the biſhop for the daily maſſes of St. Mary, the maſſes 
1 of the holy blood in firſt holy day, and the regimen of the ſecond holy day 


& though the whole year. An inferior ſervant, ( (/acrifta,) about holy things, 
& ſhall ring the bells, light the lamps, carry the water and fire to the kirk, 


6 Who 12 2. to have the accuſtomed revenue, and forty ſhillings from the 
N | 66 « biſhop ; z 


N Ir John Tayrie, the arch · deacon's ancient rights, the 


a8 
wal 


/ Stronfay and Eday. 421 


contracts between tenants or heritors, on the one part, and 


miniſters 


« biſhop ; he ſhould be clad with an honeſt ſurplice, and go before the proceſ- 


« fon with a white wand after the manner of a bedlar. But the firſt of the 
« ſix boys ſhall be nominate and ſuſtained by the biſhop. The 2d, By the 
« prebendar of St. Magnus. 3d, By the prebendar of St. John. 416, By the 
« prebendar of St. Laurence. 5th, By the prebendar of St. Catharine. 6th, 


« By the prebendar of St. Duthas. And every one of them ſball have twenty 


« ſhillings in the year, They ſhall be taper-bearers, and ſhall ſing the re- 
« ſponſes. Moreover, we aſſign to the ſaid provoſt, dignities, canons and pre- 
* bendars, cet tain deſunct lands for the manſes of every one of them at the 
4 ſaid cathedral kirk. But our will is, that every one of them, within three 


« years after getting peaceable poſſeſſion of their benefices, to build an honeſt 
* manſe, according to the value of the fruits of the benefice in which he may 


u reſt or ſleep, otherwiſe he ſhall not be judged to reſide among others. 
© Likewiſe, we will and ordain a vicar an continual penſion of ten merks 
* 8cots money, and an half laſt of victual every year, with the manſe of eve- 
© ry paroch vicarage erected in the preſent foundation, from the fruits and 


* emoluments nomned and impoſed by us and our ſucceſſors; who ſhall be 


bound to ſerve his cure perſonally by himſelf as oft as it ſhall be vacant, if 
„ need ſhall he. But the biſhop ſhall be canon of St. Ollay, &c.; which ap- 
© plication is atteited and ſubſcribed by the biſhop and his chapter, on the 
* 28th October, 1544 years, before theſe witneſſes, honourable, honeſt and 
* diſcreet men, via; by (ſigned) Robertus Orcadin, Epiſcopus, Nicholas 


* Halero de Orphar, manu propria; Siephanus Culros, rector de Stronſay; 


* Petrus Houſton, rector de Hoy; Joannes Maxwell, rector Beaiæ Marie, 
* de Sanday; Malcolmus Halero, archideaconus Zetlandiz, ac prebendariz 
* ante Trinitatis, Magnus Strang, prebendarius Sanz Columbæ. After 
reciting fully the application above mentioned, with the atteſtations thereof, 
the foundation proceeds to the confirmation and erection above ſpecified, 
and ſanctions it in theſe terms: © But if any one ſhall preſume to contra- 


* vene or infringe, as God forbid, this preſent ſoundation, in whole or in any 


" part thereof, directly or indirectly, by whatever colour or pretence, he ſhall 
* know, that he will incur the wrath of Almighty God, of the bleſſed Vir- 
gin Mary, and of all the ſaints, and eſpecially of St Magnus our patron, 

: | 6 RCs 


age tithes then paid in kind, which at different periods after- 
wards were converted into money at low rates, by mutual 
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ng, on che other; therefore, the ki 
pend, in ſtead of being augmented ſince the ſaid year 1653, 
is actually diminiſhed and made worſe than it was in WA 


miniſters ſor the time bei 


| % &c, Dated and done in the Caſtle of St Andrew” 8, at 11 ite or 
« thereabout, in the year of the incarnation of the Lord, Jaiv, and forty 
« five, upon Tueſday the twentie ane day of July, being the third indiQion 
. of the popedom of our moſt ſerene father and Lord in Chriſt, Paul the 
i & third, by the providence of God, the Eleventh year. Venerable and cir. 
„ cumſpect men being preſent there, viz. Sir James Strachertſyne, &, 
(Signed, ) Joan Nes Matix, Prepoſitus Collegii Sancti Salvatoris, manu propria." 
_ The preceding excerps were taken from a double or copy of ſaid founds- 
tion, which appears to have been a long verboſe deed; a full copy of which 
could not be eafily contained in leſs than fifty pages. BY 
The following excerpt was taken from the regiſter of aſſignations for the 
miniſters Kipends through Scotland, for the year 1 5 74, which regilter was 
given in compliment by Eiſhop Keith to the Advocates library in Eliaburgh, 
on  ISth Augult 1746. | | 
« Mary kirk in Stronſuy, Peter lirk, St Nicholas K wk. 
60 Miniſter, his ſtipend to be paid as follows, viz. The 


« thred ef the feuarie of Orkney, extending to ane chalder nine boils thret 
parts bear, and eleven pounds eleven ſhillings one penny, and two parts 


s filver, to be paid by the pariſhioners and tackſmen of St Nicholas, parochii 


of Stronſay and North Stronſay.“ 
| Ethay and Fairay. 

« Mr James Maxwell reader of thr kirks, his ſtipend twenty pounds, to 
ba paid furth of the thred of his on benefice, the twa chaplaiuries St Ca- 
“ tharine's, prebendary and vicarage of Stronſay, with the vicar's manſe and 
4 gleib.“ 

By an act of Platt or ede of ſtipends, for the kirks of Orkney in 1 
ye ar 1 614, which proceeding on, and referring to a contract of Excambion, be- 
twixt King James the VI. on the one part, and Biſhop James Law, and the 
chapter of the cathedral kirk of Orkney, on the other part, . The provt- 
« ſions and allignations for the miniſters in the biſhoprick, are ſaid to have 
left unexhauſted not meikle more than two hundred pounds of the hail 
quantity of the thirds aſſumed, alloting to thoſe particular kirks, within tas 
+ biſhoprick after ſpecified, to wit. | 

| 6 1,78 


t 5 | 
6.4. 
& 2, 
(i 4 { 
10 f. 
« 6. 
4 7. | 
(; An 
6 4 
* are 
4 all 
© tak 
6 ſuc] 
« kir' 
« der 


> ſit 


053, 
614, 


by 


on, or 

forty 
liction 
ul the 
id cir. 
e, &, 
opria.” 
ounda- 
which 


or the 
er Was 
vulgb, 


2. The 
>. three 
) parts 


ochine 


nde, to 
St Ca- 
aſe and 


in the 
ion, be · 
nd the 
provi- 
o have 
ze haill 
hin the 


65 I. Ta 


WF means of ſaid Giverfions, which are now found detrimen- 
1! to the intereſt of the miniſter, The riſe in value of the com- 
momrres paid in kind, was found to be an inconſiderable, that 

down 


Lofts, Mein.  Meits of Mat. 


, To Walls-and ieee 1 8 : or 28 
« 3, Foy. 6 barrcls butter, and ball, : 20 or 92 
& 3. Stromaeſs and Sandwich. 6 ditto 3 ; 12 ; or 84 
1 4 Orphir. 3 6 3 1121 ont 
u 5, Hohn. oY le — 3 14 . 236 
« 6. Shapenſttray. 0 . $::; — . 9 
7. The reader in Kirk wall. 6 — — 12 . — 12 


0 and to the moderator. . One Pane pounds. 

« Then the haill remanent kirks, being of his Majeſty's anvexed property, 
are for moſt part altogether unprovided ; and thoſe who have any thing at 
« all, has yet ſo ſmall means of maintenance, as no honeſt man will under- 
take to ſerve them. Therefore reſolved ro unite aud incorporate together, 
4 ſuch paroch kirks as might be conjoined, ſo as to reduce the number of 
« kirks ard miniſters, to ſuch a few quantity, and their ſtipends ſuch a mo- 
« Jerate proportion, as might be the leaſt diminution poſſible of his High- 


gels rent, as well ſor the help and ſupply of ſuch kirks, as are meanly found 


« ed, as for the proviſion of others, which have no ſtipends. To allow with 
« the leaſt detriment poſſible to his Majeſty's rents, in the Ii, to the two 
„ pariſh kirks of South Ronaldſtray, and pariſh kirk in Burray united, the 
© the miniſters ſtipend to be helped with 200 merks. 

« 2d, The two kirks of St Andrews and Deerneſs, in the ain of 
© Orkney, united, the miniſter's ſtipend 400 merks money, with the glebes 
* and vicarages of the ſaid kirks. 

* 3d, Birſay and Harray, twa pariſh kirks in the mainland, united, the 
“ miniſter's ſtipend 400 merks, with the glebes and vicarages of the ſaid 
. kirks, | 

* 4th, Evie and Rendal, twa pariſh kirks in the mainland, united, the mini- 


* ſter's ſtipend 300 merks, with the manſe, glebes and vicarages of the ſaid 
© Eirks. 


* 5th, The iſle of Rouſay and Egliſtray, twa pariſh kirks united, the mi- 


* niſter's ſtipend 300 merks, with the glebes and vicarages of the faid kirks. 
* 6th, The iſles of Weſtray and Papa Weſtray, united, the miniſter's ſti- 
dend to be helped 300 merks, with the vicarage, manſe and glebes. 
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dn to the date of the incumbent's admiſſion, 3 in 1779, this 
whole benefice, including ſtipend and glebes, was let for 3 
period of ten or twelve years preceding, from year to year, at 
no greater ſum than 54 1. Sterling ; out of this ſmall benefice, 
the miniſter is obliged to pay one ſhilling Sterling of freight 
every time he paſſes over the ferry to preach in the iſland of 
_ Eday. There is no fund for communion elements, as the 
ſtipend was never modified by the court of Teinds. Lord 

Dundas is patron. , 3 
The kirks were in a ruinous ſtate in 1779. The kirk of 
Stronſay, which was built in 1726, got new flates put on its 
roof in 1685, but it ſtill needs great repairs. The kirk of 
Eday, which was built about the year 1730, is in a ruinous 
ſtate; it had not a pane of glaſs in any of its windows in the 
memory of any man living. As it is ſituated at ſeven miles 
diſtance from the manſe, and in another iſland, and in fo 
| 1 bac 


« 515, Burneſs and the iſle of Sanday, and North Ronaldſtray, twa ps. 
4 riſh kirks united, the miniſters ſtipend 300 merks, with manſe, glebes, and 
tt viccarage of North Ronaldſtray. 
« 8th, Stronſay, Eday, and Fairay, four . kirks united, the miniſter's 
te ſtipend to be helped with 200 merks. | 
« 9th, Firth, and Stenhouſe, twa pariſh kirks in the mainland, to be pro- 
« vided with three hundred merks, of the ſurplus of biſhops thirds, with the 
« viccarage, glebes, and manſe, of the ſaid kirks. 
elt being alwiſe therewith declared, that his gratitude for the help and 
« ſupply, and proviſion of theſe kirks, extending in the year to the ſum ol 
« two thouſand four hundred merks, payable furth of his Majeſty's rents; 
and duty of the tack thereof, ſet by his Majeſty to. Lord Ochiltrie for certain 
„years. The which ſum'divided among the ſaid united kirks in manner above 
« ſpecified, by the ſaid James Law, now Arch- Biſhop of Glaſgow, ſhall re- 
*« main as a ſolid and conſtant aſſignation, enduring the time of continuance 
* of the > paves tack, &c.“ 
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bad a ſtate, the miniſter will not be able to offikiate there at 


ll, if the heritors do not rebuild or 10 . 


Por- Funds aud Schools, A hk and {mall parcel of 
land was mortiſied to the poor of the patiſh of Stronſay a- 


bout fifty years ago, into the poſſeſſion of which one of the 
principal heritors ſlipt in a clandeſtine manner, during the 


racancy of the pariſh, at leaſt during the inſane ſtate of 
mind into which the miniſter had fallen, about twenty three 
years ago; and that after this heritable ſubj ect had been many 
years in the poſſeſſion of the miniſter and kirk ſeſſion of Stron- 
ly, as truſtees for the poor. Theſe truſtees, ſeveral years paſt, 
have been have beeri uſing legal means, all others having pro- 
ved unſ ucceſsful, to recover their poſſeſſion and property. 
The kirk ſeſſions of Stronſay and Eday have no other funds 
for the relief of indigent objects, except the weekly and ſa- 


cramental collections, with ſome {mall penalties from delin- 


quents ; in all, not exceeding 8 l. Sterling yearly, out of which, 
the ſeſſion clerks and kirk officers ſalaries muſt be paid; ſo 
that, after paying for coffins for thoſe on the poor's roll who 
die annually, the pittance is very ſmall, indeed, which remains 
to be diſtributed among the molt deſtitute objects in theſe 
united pariſhes, whoſe number amounts, at an averages to 
twenty five. 8 

Vol. XV. | _— I 5 As 


A deereet of the pre- bytery of North ifles went out in tlie year 1980, 


ſor repairing the manſe, and building offices. But theſe repairs and buildings 
are not yet executed; they are indeed far from being compleated. 

The miniſter gave the heritors no charge on this decreet, till ſeven years 
aſter its date, in hopes that there would be no neceſſity for charging 


them; bur theſe hopes were fruſtrated ; accordingly, he gave them a charge, 


hich they inſtantly ſuſpended, and they have litigated the cauſe for other 
ſeven years before the Court of Saſſion, and hefote arbiters, whoſe final de- 
tet hath not as yet been given put. 
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As few or none of the heritors reſide within the bounie 
of this diſtrict, and as not any of the non-reſiding heritor; 
contribute auy ſum whatever for the maintenance of the 
poor; their ſupport muſt depe nd on the families of the mi. 
niſter and pariſhioners. | 
| The heritors of Stronſay agreed, about fifteen years ago, 
to give a ſalary of three pounds Sterling to a ſchoolmaſter. 
But this ſalary, ſmall though it be, hath not been regularly 
paid; and to procure, in terms of law, a falary and ſchool- 
houſe, would infer greater expence than the miniſter can, 
in his preſent circumſtances, afford. The heritors are un. 
willing, and the pariſhioners of Stronſay and of Eday ar: 


. unable, to accompliſh this deſireable end. A ſociety-ſchool 


| hath, for ſeveral years paſt, been a great benefit to the poor 
children in the pariſh of Stronſay. Such a fchool is highly 
neceſſary in the iſland of Eday ; but numberleſs applications, 
at different periods, by the miniſter to the ſociety for propꝛ- 
gating chriſtian knowledge, have been rejected, on account 


of a regulation which that ſociety have long adopted ; viz. 


to eſtabliſh their ſchools only in pariſhes which have paro- 
chial ſchools or ſalaries paid by ſome of the heritors or by 
the pariſhioners. 


Climate and Diſc er The C tuation of this diſtrict, ſur- 
rounded as it is by the ſea, and at a moderate elcvation above 
the level of it, is thus rendered wholeſome and agreeable, 
particularly during the ſummer months, when the ſeatons 


are dry and warm; but as it is expoſed to heavy rains and 


thick weather in winter, with gales of wind in ſpring and 
autumn, thoſe who cannot eafily put up with retirement, and 
to be confined within- narrow bounds, for ſeven or cigit 
months, muſt find it an uncomforiable place of reſidence. 
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dome of the on-call work, or undefined ſervices of ancient 


times, are {till exacted; which circumſtance, with the great 


proportion of gloomy and wet weather to which the inhabi- 
tants are expoſed, and the little encouragement given by the 
higher ranks of people to their inferiors, to excite a ſpirit of 
emulation, and to promote improvements in agriculture and 
manufactures, give the inhabitants, in general, and the lower 


ranks in particular, a demure aſpect, and contribute, perhaps, 
in ſome meaſure, to introduce and propagate certain mala- 


dies, which have unfortunately become too common in this 

diſtrict ; particulary ſevere colds, rheumatiſms, conſumptions, 

Haine complaints, and ſymptoms of inſanit —_ 
312 Character 


The following caſe may perhaps appear ſingular. A young girl, in the : 


land of Stronſay, named Jean Brown, the daughter of a poor labourer, in 
the year 1788, when about eleven years of age, was affected with pains all 
over her body; theſe at firſt continued only a few days, but recurred each 
fortnight periodically, for a conſiderable number of months. Afterwards, the 


pains returned monthly, were of longer continuance and proved more vio- 
lent, and her ſpeech became greatly affected. In this ſtate ſhe remained about 


two years. After which period, her intervals of ſickneſs and health gradual- 
ly approached to an equality of duration, and ſucceeded each other quartcr- 
ly; that is, in ſpring and autumn, ſhe was greatly diſtreſſed and Joſt her 
ſpeech entirely; her pains increaſed to ſuch a degree, that ſhe groancd and 
moaned perpetually when awake ; ſhe could fit in a chair, and could move 
flowly about the ſides of the houſes, leaning to ſuch things as ſhe found in 
her way. In the ſummer and winter quarters her pains abated, and ſhe re- 
covered her ſpeech. In this ſtate ſhe continued until the month of May 1793, 
which was the periodical ſcaſon-of her recovery; in ſtead of which, ſhe con- 
tinued exceedingly diſtreſſed, for about ſix months ; when ſhe again, to the 
peat ſurpriſe and joy of her parents, recovered not only her ſpcech, but like- 
wiſe her health, in ſuch a degree, as to be inclined to engage to go to ſervice 
alt winter, which engagement ſie actually performed. Whether her pains 
will continue to return periodically, and at increaſing intervals of time, as 
vrmerty, is a ſubject for the medical faculty to diſcuſs. This caſe baffled the 

{Fi} 
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| Character and Manners of the Inhabitants. —The narrow 
and reſtricted boundaries of the inhabitants of theſe” iſlands, 

circumſcribed as they are by the ſea, have a tendency to 

clevate the minds of thoſe who move in the higher ranks 
i 92750 P 


fill of all the doQors to whom this poor girl's parents had acceſs ; at leaſt, 
every medicine which could be procured, was ineffectual to obtain for her any 
eaſe or relief from trouble., 
Another extraordinary caſe, is, of a young girl in the ſame iſland of Stron- 
_ fay, whoſe name is Iſabel Sinclair : Her father poſſeſſes a ſmall farm as ub. 
tenant : His affairs have been embarraſſed, and his family reduced to ſtrait 
by his daughter's illneſs. In November 1785, at eight years of age, when 
going to a well for water, ſhe was inſtantaneouſly ſtruck with what was ſup- 
poled to be the palſy. She was carried to her father's houſe ſpeechleſs, and 
almoſt totally deſtitute of the uſe of her limbs, and ſeemed to have little or 
no exerciſe of her mental faculties ; ſhe was afterwards entirely confined to her 
bed. During which confinement, ſhe was ſometimes lifted up and carried to an 
elbow chair, where ſhe ſat for ſome hours, and behoved to be carried back 
again to her bed. She could hardly lift up her eyes, and ſametimes appeared to 
be in great diſtreſs. Her appetite, however, did not forſake her, and ſhe ad- 
vanced in growth, no leſs progreſſively than if ſhe had been in health; but, 
_ unfortunately, for the mean ſtation of her parents, there was little meat or 
drink of the produce of Orkney which ſhe could receive into her mouth ; and 
when ſhe did receive and ſwallow the uſual country fare, it did not reſt on 
her ſtomach but came up again. Flour, barley, biſcuit, peaſe, which are exo-· 
xics, with potatoes and milk, of Orkney produce, were the proviſions by which 
me was nouriſhed. She eat fo freely, that, though deſtitute of common ex- 
erciſe and freſh open air, the growth of her perſon ances as quickly as if 
ſhe had been in health, 
In this diſtreſſed and diſmal ſtate ſhe remained for nine compleat years 
ſhe was averſe to take medicines of any ſort, which, however, were often pro- 
Cured for her, in hopes that they would contribute to her recovery; and when 
ſhe took them, they had no influence on her fate of health. In the month of 
November 1793 after a violent and painful ſtruggle one night, ſic, to thc 
great joy of her parents, and to the aſtoniſhment of all who had ſeen or heard 
of her ſingular malady, recoyered her ſpeech and the exerciſe of her mental 
_ faculties ; upon which ſhe ſoon expreſſed deſire for clean cloaths, and to be 
dreſſed, (which 1 ſhe had not been during her nine years illneſs,) that fs 
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of life, and to inſpire them with a degree of importance, 


of Stronfay and Eday. 


to which ſtrangers are frequently inclined to diſpute the 


juſtneſs of their claim. The heritors, in general, have 


not yet exhibited ready diſpoſitions to encourage and re- 


ward an aCtive ſpirit of induſtry and improvement, by 
jengthening the leaſes of their tenants, or otherwiſe; but, on 
the contrary, have overlooked ſuch indications of ſpirit, when 
exhibited by their tenants, and have been ready to attribute 


their conſequent ſucceſs to the lucrative terms on which they 


held their poſſeſſions, and accordingly made this a pretence 
for exacting more rent; with which demand, however un- 
reaſonable, if the induſtrious farmers did nat comply, others, 


leſs ſkilfpl, or leſs active, have been preferred, merely by 
ſhowing a readineſs to agree te terms, which, inſtead of being 


able to implement, they have found, on trial, that they were 
unable to pay up even the old rent excluſive of the additional 
rent. 

This conduct tends greatly to diſcourage tenants, and hath 
contributed much to prevent any improvement of the ſoil, 
from a dread thus excited in the minds of the tenants of being 


diſpoſſeſſed, or of being obliged to promiſe more rent than 


they could afford to pay. Io this cauſe, a ſuſpicious and 
dſtruſtful ſpirit between heritors, terants, and ſub-tenants, 
may in a great meaſure be aſcribed. Hence a delire to con- 
ceal their property and their gains, one from another, and 
to take undue advantages, when an opportunity occurs, by 
way of retaliation, for real or imaginary injuries done them. 


The 


might get out of bed. She 3 then very week and ſeeeble, as might natn- 
rally be expected; ſhe gradually recovered, though ſlowly ; ſhe now converſ-3 


rationably, and appears to have ſuitable impreſſions of pious gratitude for ler 


recovery. 

Of thole who have been aflected or cut off by the other maladies above men- 
tioned, it is unneceſſary to ſpecify inſtances, as their caſes appeared to be of 
3 common kind 2 | 
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The inhabitants are, in general, of an obliging, kind, hof. 
pitable diſpoſition to one another, and alſo to ſtrangers ef. 
pecially when, on particular occaſions, as at weddings, bap- 
tiſms, &c. they have it in their power to gratify that ſpirit 
of importance, which they poſſeſs, by furnithing entertain. 
ments in a {tile ſaperior to what might be expected from 
their ſtations and cirenmſtances in life. On theſe occaſions, 
the higheſt compliment which the gueſts can confer on their 
entertainer, is to fit to a very late hour, and to partake freely 
of the beſt things ſet before them. g SET. 
0 Miſcellanetui 


Flt is to be lamented that the heritors, not only in this diſtrict, but through 
Orkney, in general, are no: fo ready, as might be expected, to unite with the 
miniſters of the goſpel in promoting the cauſe of religion and virtue, with re- 
gard to parochial ſchools and a proviſion for the poor, as above ſtatcd ; they, 

moreover, do frequently manifeſt a Gisinc;ination to build or repair ſuitable 
kirks and manſes, and to make a decent proviſion for the ſupport of the cler- 
iy, by which the intereſts of religion are materially injured, and the eſta- 
bliſhed clergymen, with their familics, greatly diſtreſſed. | 

Ihe iſſue of ſome tedious and expenſive law ſuits, it is to be hoped, wil 
net only open the eyes of the laity to their own intereſt, but the preſent ſtats 
of public affairs will, it is preſumed, eſfectually convince them, that the inte- 
reſts of the clergy, of the laity, and of all ranks in ſociety, are ſo blended and 
mutually connected, that it is true wiſdom and ſound policy, to ſtrengthen 
by combining, rather than to weaken by dividing them; eſpecially as a ſui- 
table proviſion, and the accomodation of kirks and manſes, are eſſentially re- 
quiſite to the decent and regular diſcharge of a cletgyman's office, which con- 
lifts chicfly in explaining and in calculating the doctrines and precepts of our 
boly religion; which will invariably be ſound the moſt effectual means to 
ſecure a due fubordination of ranks in ſocicty ; which ſubordinations is e- 
icrtial to the happineſs of the community, as well as the beſt means to pro- 

mote the ſpiritual and temporal intereft of individuals, 

The common people of this diſtri remain to this day ſo credulous, 28 te 

think that ſair ies do exiſt; that an inferior ſpecies of witch-craft is ſtill prac- 


tif, and that houſes have been haunted, not only in former ages, but that 
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3 — Obſervations, —The center of the c i- 
ſands lies in latitude 56* North. The weather is in genera 
Mort 
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they are haunted, at leaſt noiſes are heard, which cannot be accounted for or 
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rational principles, even in our days. An inſtance of the latter happened on- 


— 


ly three years ago, in the houſe of John Spence, boat · carpenter, which houſe 
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ſtands within the diſtance of a quarter of a mile from the manſe of Stronſay. 
in the month of April 1791, this carpenter had almoſt compleated a boat, 
which he had on the ſtocks: Ile, his wife, his ſervant, and his children, one 
night ſometime after they werz laid in bed, heard a noiſe reſembling what he 
had been accuſtomed to make when driving nails into the boat. It continued 
2 long time. He ſuppoſed it to be boys, who having come that way at a 
late hour, were amuſing themſelves. At laſt he got up, and went on with an 
intention to reprove ard diſmiſs them. The noiſe ceaſed on his going out of 
doors to the boar, which ſtood hard by his houſe; but he could neither [ce nor 
hear any body. The noiſe was heard by all the ſamily, not only that night. { 
but many nights after; not nightly, in conſtant ſucceſiion, but at irregular in- "IK 
tervale, Whilſt the boat lay on the ſtocks, it was {till apprehended that the 
noiſe proceeded from it, although no marks of ſtrokes could bde ecerned, even 
aſter it had been newly covered over with tar, within and without, when the | ö 
leaſt touch will make an impreſſion. The miſtreſs of the houſe and the child- 
ten were alarmed ; at her earneſt requeſt, thereſore, in order to remove ef- 
ſectually the ſuppoſed cauſe of the noiſe, the boat when finiſhed, was ſept 
home, which happened to be to a place on the other fide of che iſland, from 
which place the noife could not reach the carpen*er's houſe. Yet lo! and 
dehold! the ſame noiſe continned, even when there was no boat on the ſtocks, 
and that for no leſs than four montiis; aud as the time cla pſcd, che woile 
increaſed with fill louder and quicker ſtrokes, until it came to reſemble the 
ſtrokes of two men hard at work on a ſmith's anvil, It uttered at laft, not 
only the ſounds of much tatigue, when men are employed in ſuch work, but 
moans of great diſtreſs, | 

All which ſeemed to this family to proceed. ſometimes ſrom one quartei r 
and at other times from another quarter within their houſe. Some of the 
neighbours were brought to fleep in the houſe, in order to diſcover the delu- 
ton or impoſition, if any ſuch exiſted. The ſame noiſe, at the uſual time of 
the night, was heard by theſe neighbours as well as by the family. The mat- 

ter of the houſe himſelf began at laſt to be ſomewhat alarmed ; but, putting 
4% truſt in God, he reſolved to addi eſs this ſupernatural difurber, ane to of 


1 
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moderate, and the climate temperate. But gales of wind, in 
the end of July, or the beginning of Auguſt, have ſometimes 
5 . greatly 


what it meant or what it wanted: Accordingly, in the month of Auguſt 
fallowing, one night after he had lain ſometime in bed with his wiſe and 
children, upon bearing the laſt mentioned aggravated noiſe, accompanied with 
diſmal groans, he fat 1 up in his bed, and ſolemnly conjured it, in the name of 
the Holy Trinity, to ſpeak, if it had any thing to ſay to him. Inarticulats 
founds of a faultering tongue unable to ſpeak, e with diſmal groats, 
were heard. 

The noiſe ſoon after ceaſed, and did not rebury any more to diſturb this 
family. The preceditig account the miniſter frequently heard ſrom the ſaid 
John Spence, and alſo from his wife, when ſeparately examined by him on this 
| ſubje&;, on which occaſions they always appeared grave and ſerious. 

In this eminently enlightened age, when atheiſm and irreligion have been 
very active in bringing, not only ſuperſtition and enthuſiafm, but religion it- 
| ſelf to the Guillotine, it is highly probable, that the traits of character now 
exhibited will be held in derifion, and the drawer therof expoſed to infinite 
ridicule on account of the preceding narrative, by thoſe who glory in being 
ſuperior to vulgar prejudices, If this ſhould be the caſe, he will not attempt 
to remonſtrate, but only humbly propoſe the following queries. ½, Are the 
inconſiderable remains of ſuperſtition and enthuſiaſm, which do aſſed the 
character only in ſmall and unimportant matters; or ſcepticiſm, which gives 
a new and totally different direction to the underſtanding and the will, leaſt 
dangerous to our happy eſtabliſhment in church and ſtate ? And whereas the 
human mind is a fruitful field, in which wholeſome herbs, or noxious weed, 
will ſpring up and flouriſh, —2dly, ls it wiſer to pluck up at once the whole 
exiſting crop, before we have duly conſidered the nature and tendency of the 
ſeed to be ſubſtituted in its place; or to continue to cultivate the ſeeds of re- 
| vealed religion, (which ſyſtem hath been held in high eſtimation by wiſe men 
in all ages of world,) and at the ſame time, gradually to check and eradicate 
_ pernicious errors and immoral practices? A candid examination of theſe 
queries may poſſibly furniſh ſome apology, why the miniſter and people of this 
diſtrict are not very haſly to exchange old prejudices for dewend ſtrange doc · 
tr ines, which eventually may be, and in a neighbouring nation have been ſub⸗ 
verſive of the principles of religion natural and revealed. 


greatly Wies the crop of the whole country. This was 
the caſe in the year. 1778, on the 14th of Auguſt, when a 
gale of weſterly wind, of not more than four hours continu- 
ance, drove the fray of the ſea over the Orkney illands, which 
damaged the crop to ſuch a degree, that it was found ne cel- 
ary to import about 18,000 bolls of meal and bear, which, 
with large quantities of biſcut, potatoes, peaſe, barley and 
malt, coſt the conſumers no leſs a ſum than 15,000 1. Ster- 
ling, that is, nearly 1 twice the groſs rent of the country. Crops 
17825 1783, 1784, 178 55 were poor indeed, but not ſo bad as 


that of 1778. To ſupply the deficiency of the ſaid four crops, | 


nearly 20,000 bolls of victual were imported into Orkney, The 
crops for ſeveral years laſt paſt, have been ſo much better, 
that conſiderable quant tities of victual have been exported. 
The ferries in this diſtrict, and through all Orkney, except 
on the poſt road from Caithneſs to Kirkwall, are not under 


proper regulations. There are no ſtated ferry-men, the freights 
are accordingly impoſed at the pleaſure of the boatmen wh 


croſs over with paſſengers, which renders the expence and 
troudle of travelling through theſe lands very great, and dif- 
acult to be aſcertained. 

There are ale-houſes in almoſt all the iſlands, but no inns; 
except in Kirkwall and Stromneſs, the only towns in Orkney; 


winch circumſtance makes it inconvenient for ſtrangers to 


paſs through this country; this defect, however, is well ſup- 


pied by the moſt reſpectable people in each of the iſlands, 


who receive and accommodate travellers with great hoſpitality 
nd kindneſs; | 

The inhabitants of Orkney are nearly the ſame in number 
now, (1794,) according to accounts lately given in by the 
ſeveral miniſters, to the ſynod of Orkney, as they were found 
to be by like accounts given in to Murdoch Mackenzie, ma- 
nine ſurveyor of theſe iſlands, about the year 1750 3 viz. 
tem 23 to 24,009. 
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There are Gender pariſh- miniſters in Orkney, (the pariſh 
kirks thirty two,) divided i into three preſbyteries, i in each of 
which there are ſix miniſters. Of thoſe who filled theſe 
offices twenty five years ago, when the author of this article 
was ſettled, only three incumbents now remain, one in each 
of the preſbyteries; viz. one in the pariſhes of Hoy and 
Guymſap, one in the pariſhs of Ronſay and Epliſhay ; all 
the other pariſhes in Orkney, have been vacated by the death 
of their reſpective paſtors, ſome of them by the death of 
more than one incumbent. 

This obſervation tends to ſhow, that the inſcription over 
the door of the miniſter firſt in order, in the burgh of Kirk- 
wall, in Orkney, might very properly be put over the door 
of every miniſter's manſe in the county, to keep the poſſeſ- 
ſors in mind of the rapidity of ſucceſſion, and ſhortneſs of 
the time which all and each of them can reaſonably expect 
to hold their offices. The inſcription is in a Monkith rhyme, 
as follo-w-W⅛e : 

Omnia terrena, per vices ſunt aliena 
Nunc mea, tunc hujus; poſt mortem neſcio cujus. 


all 
ath 
1 of 


over 
ark- 
door 
ſſeſ. 
ls of 
pet 


Fn 


of Glencrofs. 435 


NUMBER XXI. 


PARISH or GLENCR O88. 


(PrEsBYTERY Of DALKEITH, STNOD OF LOTHIAN AND 


TWEEDDALE, AND CouNTyY or Mip-LoTHhiaN) 


By the Rev. Mr WILLIAM ToRRE NOE, Miniſter. 
WIT I ADDITIONS sv Tas 
Rev. Dr Joun WALKER, Miniſter of Colingtor, 
| AND 


ProFESSOR OF NATURAL HISTORY IN THE UNIVERSITY or 
5 EDINBURGH. 


Situation and Extent. 


Tua pariſh is ſituated about 7 miles Weſt from Edin- 
burg : The roads leading to Biggar, Moffat, and Peebles, run 
through it. The extent of it is nearly about 3 miles from 
Eaſt to Weſt, and the ſame diſtance from South to North. It 


is bounded on the Eaſt and South by the pariſh of Laſswade, 


and on the Weſt and North by the pariſhes of Pennycuick and 
Colington. It had formerly been a part of the pariſhes of Laſſ- 


wade and Pennycuick, and was erected into a ſeparate pariſh 
m 1616, 
3K. 2 Paplilation. 


x — _— 8 xx — 
4 1 D Re” os 2 

8 N 

8 . a as > * * 
a - 2 5 


1 
hn wt ZR I'S 2 
. 8 

_ a Bip > 


nee p Att 
. 
-= * 


7 * 
. N 
oak. 


Wes 1 2 cn oY * dans ED 
ö ! eG, 6 
3 
8 
n 8 


* 
N 
9 


* 
A 
Be Eon 
FO "ng g 

- 


e 
2 * 


Lg - 
5 
— 


n 
ES. 2 


aL os = 


4 
I. * — © 
ue 7 323 Fs 


CoCo woe ok r Ps. 
% Tort Bray E * Nn. PL * + f 


4 
F 
2 9 1 


436 Statiflical Account 


— 


Population. There is reaſon to believe that the population 
of this pariſh has decreaſed conſiderably within theſe 40 years, 


on account of the union of farms. At preſent there are 38; 
ſouls, 73 families, 175 males, 245 Unia e 


LisT of BAP TIsMS, MaRRTACESs, and BURIALS, for 8 years. 


Years. Baptisms. Marriuges. Burials. 
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Agriculture. The greateſt part of this pariſh is adapted 
to paſturage, being part of the Fentland hills; and it is ſuppcſ- 
ed that the farmers would find their account in directing their 
attention more to this object, in other parts of the pariſh. 
The moſt profitable crops are oats and graſs, and the mol, 
ſubſtantial improvements are draining and manuring with 
lime. | | 

There are in this pariſh about 60 ſcore of ſheep, about 

150 cows and oxen, and about 10% horſes. The ſheep in this 

_ pariſh are generally of the common black faced kind. The 
ſarmers have hitherto found no other kind ſo hardy and fo 
profitable. Smearing is univerſally pracliſed by the farmers. 
They think it defends from the cold, the rot, and the ſcab. 
They give zlb of butter to 1 pint of tar, and about 6 pints gf 
tar and 181þ of butter to the ſcore. Lambs fell from 45. to 
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fs. ; wool, from 5s. to 78. per ſtone ; ewes with lamb from 16s. 
to 128. e | e ; 

The multure paid by the farmers is 1 peck to 6 firlots of 
ſhilling, and about half a peck of meal to every boll of oats. 


The great complaint on this article, is,—that the multure is 


meaſured, not weighed, and that the meaſures are large and 
uncertain. ke 5 


Manufatures.—Tn this pariſh there is one diſtillery, one 

leachſield, two corn-mills, one barley-mill, three ſmiths, two 

maſons, two wrights, two weavers, one taylor, two butchers, 
and one coallier. 


Faſſils.— The part of the Pentland hills which is in this 
pariſh, like all the reſt of that range of mountains, conſiſts 
of different ſorts of whinſtone, and other lapideous ſtrata, 
which are commonly termed yrimilive rocks. The lower 
grounds in the pariſh, which form part of the valley of Mid 
Lothian, contain foſhis of a very different kind, and which 
are known by the name of ſecundary rata. Theſe are ſund- 


one, limęſtene, coal, and its concomitant foſſils, which are 


uſually called coal metals. 
Through Scotland, in general, theſe ſecundary ſtrata occupy 
the lower parts of the country; but the mountainous tracs 


are entirely compoſed of ſtrata of the primitive kind, The 


ſecundary ſtrata ſtretch through the valley of Mid Lothian, 
for about 15 miles, from Muſſelburgh ſands, to the Caerlips 
on the conſines of Tweeddale, where they are all cut off. In 
ſeveral places, they arrive at the ſkirts of the Pentland hills, 
but never aſcend them. They terminate gradually, as they ap- 
proach tlie mountains, and ſeem, at their termination, to over- 
leap, as it were, the primitive ſtrata of which the mountains 
conſiſt, 
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By the ſide of the river of Glencroſs, there is a vein ſeve- 
ral feet wide, entirely filled with that mineral ſubſtance call. 
ed heavy /par, It is a foſſil that abounds in many of the 
richeſt metallic veins, both in Scotland, and! in foreign coun- 
tries; and affords indeed a probable indication of metals, ef. 
pecially of lead. This vein appears to have been worked a 
little way in former times, but had ſoon been given up. I: 
is not unlikely, that on ſome future occaſion, it may be 
thought worthy of further examination. Of all foſſils, this 
ſubſtance approaches neareſt to the the metals in ſpecific 
gravity. It has even been preſumed to be of a metallic na- 
ture. No metal, however, has yet been extracted from it, 
nor has it ever been applied to any uſe more profitable, than 
as a flux, to facilitate the fuſion of the ores of metals. 


Trees. There is a hen fr. at Woodhouſelee, which is 
the oldeſt tree of its ſpecies in Mid Lothian, and has always 
been admired for its ſize and beauty. It was planted in a 
dry ſoil, in a garden, about the firſt year of the preſent cen- 
tury. In March 1759, at 4 feet above the ground, it mea- 
ſured 7 feet 42 inches in circumference. In March 1793, 
at the fame height, it meaſured 11 feet 1+ inches. During 
theſe 33 years, it therefore increaſed in circumference 4; 
inches. Its greateſt growth was in the year 1760, when it 
increaſed preciſcly 2 inches. During all the other years, its 
increaſe in circumference was from one inch, to 14 inch an- 
nually. This ſine tree, however, is now upon the decay. It 
is aſcertained, from other inſtances, that the age of the ſilver 

fir, is limited, in this country, to within a century. It is in 
its greateſt perfection, when about 80 years old; and if plac- 
ed in a proper ſituation, it is capable, during all that period, 
of increaſing upon an average, above a cubic foot of wood an- 


nually. From ſome full grown trees of this kind, lately fel- 
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ed in the South of Scotland, it appeared, that the timber is 


more valuable and uſeful than has generally been ſuppoſed. 


— 4 


About the year 1700, there had alſo been planted at Wood- 


houſelee, and at Greenlaw in this pariſh, a conſiderable num- 
ber of laburnums. Some of them were cut in the year 762, 
and afforded a plank from 10 to 14 inches in breadth, of 


very beautiful timber. At both places, theſe trees grew in 


a high part of the country, in a meagre ſoil, and in an ex- 


poſed ſituation. When they came to be worked into furni- 


ture, a remarkable difference appeared, in the quality of their 
wood, compared to that of laburnums of the ſame age, which 
grey at Panmure in Forfarſhire, in a rich ſoil, and in a low 
and ſheltered ſituation : carved work, in the Panmure labur- 
num, was executed by the cabinet maker with the ordinary 
tools; but in the Woodhouſelee and Greenlaw laburnum, it 
required the aſſiſtance of tee] les, from the greater cloſeneſs 
and hardneſs of the wood. 


Animals'——Fhe red ſquirrel ( /erurus vulgaris ruſus of Lin- 


neus, ) has become extremely common of late years. In this 
neighbourhood, the woods abound with them, and they are 
pretty numerous at Woodhouſelee. Though a beautiful ani- 
mal, they are deſtructive of the ſmall birds, by devouring 
their eggs, and are extremely injurious to young planting, by 
croping and barking the tender ſhoots. The larch tree ſuffers 
particularly from this animal. 

In the year 1749, when the coal was worked at Newhall, 
n the neighbouring pariſh of Pennycuick, it was remarked 
that the coalliers houſes, and other cottages, in which no- 
tling was burnt but coal, abounded with bugs. In the neigh- 
bourhood of that coal, there was plenty of peat moſs, and 
there, as it happens in other parts of Scotland, many of the 
(ottagers choſe rather to uſe peat than coal for their fuel. 


In 
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In thoſe houſes in which peat only was burnt, the bug never 
appeared, though they were immediately adjacent to houſes 
where coal was burnt, and in which the inſect prevailed. 
In the year 1759, when the coal was worked on Glencroſs th 
muir, and in Goukly moſs, in this pariſh, the ſame thing was 
obſerved. The houſes of the lower people, who only uſed 


coal, were infeſted with bugs; while thoſe in which pe at and ja 
turf ſerved as the only fuel, were entirely free. 5 R 
The burning of peat in Edinburgh, came to be a fort of re- ve 
ceipt againſt bugs, though it does not appear to have been of tie 
much avail. If peat ſmoak is at all a remedy againſt them, ly 
it appears only to ve ſo, where no other fuel is uſed but peat ; 
and where the ſmoak is at liberty, as is uſually the caſe where tl 
peat is burnt, to pervade the whole houſe. re 
It is indeed remarkable, that the bug prevails only in thole bo 
towns and parts of Scotland, where coal is burnt; and that wi 
it is unknown in the towns and diſtricts, where pear, turf, or the 
wood, are the only inel. Some towns and villages of this It 
kind, thovgh they have always had much communication Ac 
with Edinburgh and Glaſgow, by means of goods, furniture, 
baggage, and apparel, ſtil] remain uninfeſted with bugs. This M; 
would infinuate, that they pofleſs ſome antidote againſt thet: i 
vermin. That this antidote is the ſmoak of the peat fue!, "A 
is not improbable ; but that it really is ſo, has not been ſv{- 10 
ficiently aſcertained. 10 
Flouse-of- Muir Market. Thien is a market for ſheep 4 7 


Houſe-of-Muir, at two ſeaſons of the year, in the end of 
March and beginning of April; and there is a market for 
ewes with lamb. They come from Galloway and the Souti- 
ern counties, and are bought up by the Mid-Lothian and 
Eaſt- Lothian farmers. In the end of October, there 154 


market for fat ſheep from the ſame counties, which ar 
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bought by the Edinburgh and Dalkeith butchers; during the 
whole ſummer; lambs are to be bought about the be ginning 
of the week. The cuſtom drawn from this market is paid to 
the family of Glencrôſs, and the town of Edinburgh. 


Antiquities, — There are ſome veſliges of camps at Caſtle- 
law, from which the place has probably taken its name. At 


Rullion green, was tought the battle of Pentland-hill, in No- 


vember 33th 1666. A ſtone is erected in memory of this bat- 

tle, with a rude inſcription. Old Woodhouſelee was former- 
ly the property and reſidence of Hamilton of Bothwell- haugh, 
and it was from this houſe that the Regent Murray turned out 
the Lady of Hamilton to the inclemency of the ſ-afon ; the 
reſentment of which was the cauſe of the Regent's death. A- 
bout a hundred and thirty years ago, the tower of Fulford, 

which was likewiſe a place of great antiquity, was repairedfrom 
the tones of this houſe, and took the name of Woodhouſelee. 
It is the property of Alexander Fraſer Tytler, Eſq; Judge- 
Adv ocate of North Britain. 


Beclhipical Beate: There are ſix heritors in this pariſh. 
Mr Fraſer Tytler is patron. The ſtipend is 351. 88. 1d. 
in money, ten bolls two firlots and two pecks of barley, 


ſeven bolls two firlots and two pecks of meal, and ten 


bolls of oats. The. manſe, which was built within theſe 
30 years, was, this year, 1793, repaired in a very complete 
manner, and is, at preſent, a very commodious and comfort- 
able dwelling. The glebe, with the garden, which is a good 
one, conſiſts of nearly five acres of ground, together with the 
privilege of grazing 2 cow with one farmer, and ten ſheep or 


a cow with another. The poor are ſupported from the col- 


l«Qtions at the church door, from the dues from marriages, and 


mort-cloth, and from the intereſt of 20). at 4 per cent. The 
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number of poor in this pariſh is ſmall. Two ny; have, ſoy 
ſome time e paſt, been upon the roll. 


Mee Tl advantages peculiar to this pariſh, are 
its vicinity to Edinburgh, the goodneſs of the roads, and the 
neighbourhood of good coal. There are no diſeaſes peculiar 
to this pariſh. The people, in general, are very healthy. 
There are, however, no inſtances of remarkable longevity. 

It is not unworthy cf particular remark, that the ſcene of 
that beautiful paſtoral, T he Gentle Shepherd, is generally ſuppol. 
ed to have been laid in this pariſh. There is certainly a very 


ſtrict coincidence between the actual ſcenery of this part of 


the country, and the local circumſtances mentioned in the 
poem. The general deſcription of the ſcene, as given at the 


beginning of the paſtoral, is A ſhepherd's village and fields, 


& ſome few miles from Edinburgh.” The Weſt-Port, men. 
tioned in the firſt ſcene as the road from the village to mar- 
ket, ſixes the bearing of the country to the vicinity of the 
Pentland hills. The firſt ſcene is , 


«Be range the fouth-fide 7 a craigy bield, 
« here cryſtal ſprings the eden waters yield: 


As the ſccond is, 


160 A flowry howm, between tawa verdant braes, 


« A trotting burnte wimpling thro' the ground,” 


No deſcription could more exactly charaQerife the ſcenery 
in the neighbourhood of Woodhouſelee, and Boghall burus. 
A romantic fall at the head of Glencrofſs water is termed, at 
this day, “ Fabby's-howw.” The ancient tower of Fulford, ot 


\Woodhouſelee, repaired immediately after the civil wars, and 


formerly the manſion houſe of a knight *, may well counten- 
ance 
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ance the ſuppoſition of Ramſay's having here Api the imagi- 


gary reſidence of his Sir William Worthy. After all, howe- 


ver, this appropriation mult be allowed to be entirely conjec- 
tural, and to reſt more upon fancy, pleaſing itſelf in clothing 


its own pictures i in the garb of reality, than upon any batis 


of evidence» This at leaſt may certainly be affirmed, that if 
the poet intended at all to appropriate the ſcenery of his paf- 
toral, farther than to the general aſpect of the country in the 
neighbourhood of the Pentland hills, there are no actual ſcenes 


which ſo perfectly correſpond to his deferiptions;-2 as thoſe in 


the ng of Woodhouſelee. 


Eminent Men.—There were two gentlemen, ſormerly of 
this pariſh, whoſe names well deſerve to be recorded, in a pa- 
rochial account of this kind. _ 

William TIER, Eſq; of Woodhouſelee, Writer to his 


Majeſty's Signet, and vice-preſident of the ſociety of Scottiſh 


Antiquaries. His Enquiry into the Evidence againſt Mary Duecwn 
of Scots, is allowed to be one of the moſt maiteriy pieces of 
liſtorical criticiſm : and has been the means of producing a 
very general alteration, in the opinion of the world, concern- 
ing the conduct and character of that unfortunate Princeis. 


Beſides hiſtorical reſearches, he was alſo remarkable for his ex- 


tenſive learning and excellent taſte, in other branches of the 
belles lettres. He reſcued from oblivion that valuable fragment 


of antiquity, the King's Qliais, a poem written by James I. of 


Scotland, during his captivity in England. This remarkable 
poem, written near 400 years ago, is mentioned by ſome old 


writers, but was ſuppoſed to be loſt, Mr Tytler was ſo fortu- 


nate as to diſcover it among the Scidenian M. S. S. in the Bod- 
leian library, and printed it for the firſt time, in the year 1783, 


accompanied with a very learned and judicious commentary. 
There are two fine Scots poems, form erly of uncertain ori- 
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gin, The Eagle and Robin Red-breaft and The 7 zee, which, 

from careful enquiry, he reſtored to their genuine author, Al. 
lan Ramſay. From perſonal knowledge, he alſo aſcribed to 
that poet, the whole merit of the Gentle Shepherd, of „which, 
by detraction or by miſtake, he had been in part deprived. 
Mr Tytler was no leſs conſpicuous for his ſcience and taſte 
in muſic His diſſertation on the Scottiſh muſic, is the work 
of a maſter in that fine art. He was one of the firſt and moſt 
zealous promoters of the gentlemen's concert at Edinburgh : 
A public entertainment, which, for liberality and elegance, is 
not perhaps excelled in any other great city. In his younger 
years, he uſed himſelf to be a performer in that aſſembly, on 
his favourite inſtrument, the German flute. The crouded fu- 
neral concert after his death, which was the higheſt exertion 


of the art in this country, ſhowed the ſincere and deep regret 


of the public, for the loſs of this excellent man. 

In Mr Tytler, the man of letters, and the man of buſineſs, 
were happily united. A union, which has generally produ- 
ced ſome of the greateſt and beſt characters in life. To ſu- 
perior abilities in the profeſſion of the law, he added the molt 
unſpotted integrity. Keen he was, and reſentful, againſt e- 
very thing that was baſe or diſhonourable: But an ardent 
friend to every thing that was good, and eſpecially to unbe- 
friended merit. His piety, and his virtues in every relation 
of life, were well known to his numerous private friends, 
who will ever have them in remembrance. 

James PaiLe, Eſq; of Greenlaw, in this pariſh, was edvca- 
ted as a lawyer under Heineccius, Vitriarius, and other emi- 


nent civilians, in Germany and Holland. Soon after his 
return from abroad, he was appointed judge of the High 
Court of Admiralty. His profound knowledge in maritime 
law, enabled him to execute this office, for many years, with 

| 5 much 


w 
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much advantage to his country, and with much honour to 
himſelf. He was a man noted and beloved, for the mildneſs 
and urbanity of his mind and manners; but he was a man 
ſo of deep diſcernment, and of inflexible reQtitude. 

In the year 1754, the preſent Admiral Sir Hugh Palliſer 
was commander of the Sea Horſe man of war, lying in the 
road of Leith. A man, gunder indentures as an apprentice, 
had been enliſted as a ſailor, on board this ſhip. On petition 
from his maſter, and on produCtion of the indenture, Judge 
Philp granted a warrant to bring the man aſhore to be ex- 
amined. A macer of court went aboard to apprehend him; 
but was told by Captain Palliſer, that he confidered himſelf 
as ſubject only to the law of England; and that he would 
not ſuffer the man to go aſhore. Upon this, the macer, with 
his blazon on his breaſt, broke his wand of peace, and re- 
ported this illegal act of deforcement to the Admiralty court. 
The judge then granted warrant to apprehend Captain Pal- 
liſer himſelf, to bring him from aboard his ſhip; and to 
commit him to priſon, which was accordingly done. Next 


day, he was brought into court; and, on reſuſing to ſubmit to 


its jurisdiction, becauſe he held his commiltion from the 
Board of Admiralty, he was again remanded to priſon, chere 
to remain, till liberated in courſe of law. | 
When the caſe was reported by the Earl of Findlater, then 
Lord High Admiral of Scotland, to chancellor Hardwicke, 
that great ornament of the law, and of human nature, the 
chancellor ſaid, „ he was a bold judge who had done this ; 
but he had done what was right.” This juſt and high toned 
deciſion, from a man ſo gentle and amiable as Mr Philp, was 
followed with the univerſal approbation and gratitude of his 


country. It reſembled in this, the behaviour of the excel- 
| {ent 
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lent Lord Chief Juſtice Holt, who, in his court of King's 
bench, ordered the ſpeaker of the Houſe of Commons, with 
a committee at his back, to take himſelf away, otherwiſe he 
would commit him to Newgate, though he ſhould have the 
whole Houſe of Commons in his belly, It is the peculiar 
glory of this nation, that the laws are, as they ought alway; 
to be, predominant over every other power, ſuperior to the 
executive; and to any individual branch of the Legiſlature, 
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PgESBTTERT OF ALFORD, COUNTY AND SYNOD oF APER- 


0 
DEEN) 


By the Rev. Mr THOMAS BIRNIE, Minicter. 


Name and Situation. 


Ne accounts, but ſuch as are merely conjecture, can be 
given of the origin of the name of this pariſh, though it bears 


the ſame with the preſbytery, and a conſiderable tract of 


circumjacent country. Some ſay, that the name has ariſen 
tom the circumſtance of the river Don, (which is the northern 
voundary of the pariſh, and which runs through the whole 
length of the county called Alford,) being almoſt every where, 
in this part of its courſe, fordable, when in its ordinary ſize. 
Others maintain, that the church was built upon a deſerted 
part of the bed of the Lochel, a ſmall river which paſſes very 
near it, and where there had been anciently a ford; and, 


from 
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from that circumſtance, auld fuirde came to be the name gf 
the church and pariſh ; both theſe derivations ſeem to be ct 
modern date, and entirely dependent upon the preſent man. 
ner of ſpelling ; for the names of almoſt all other places in 
this county are of Gaelic original; and the name of the pa- 
riſh, in records two hundred years old, is written Aw furde, 
an orthography which * with the preſent pronoun. 
cCiation. 

The county of Alford is ſituated from 20 to 31 miles 
Weſt from Aberdeen; and beſides the pariſh of that name, 
which is the largeſt, and the ſubject of this account, com- 
prehends four other pariſhes, Forbes, Keig, Gillyneſsle, and 
Tough. It is ſurrounded on every ſide by hills and moun- 
tains, and there is no entrance to it, but by aſcending con- 
| ſiderable heights to gain the hollow paſſes between them. 
On the South, it is bounded by Coueny$; on the Eaſt by 

Menoway or Cainwilliam ; on the North Eaſt, and North, by 
Bennachee “, and the hills of Careen; and on the Weſt by 
Calievar. Theſe boundaries contain a country which, reckon- 
ing from the brows of the oppoſite mountains, is about 11 
miles 1n length, and from 4 to 6 in breadth. A conſiderable 
portion of this ſpace is a level country, efpecially in the low- 
er parts; but the flatneſs is every where varied by gentle 
ſwells, and eminences, which in the upper parts riſe to great- 


er height. The climate of this country can neither be ſaid 


Its diſtance from the ocean oc- 
caſions more intenſe froſts, and longer lying ſnows; but, on 
the other hand, that, and the ſurrounding mountains, protect 


to be very wet or very dry. 


and cover this country from the North Eaſt fogs and winds, 


which are ſo unfavourable to vegetation in leſs (ſh eltered ſitu- 
ations, and places which are upon the coaſt, Beſides ſeveral 
infſe110! 


§ Both anciently royal ſorreſts. 
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nſerior ſtreams, Alford is watered by the Don, a river of 
Mme ſize, which, guſhing through a narrow gullet, between 
the mounteins on the Welt, winds its courſe in a direction 
from Weſt to Eaſt, through the whole length of the coun- 
try, and, after adorfing ſeveral gentlemen's ſears on its 
banks, flows away through a narrow valley, encompaſted 
on the North, by Bennächie, which riſes = into, high and 
magnificent Alpine tops. 

The pariſh of Alford is in length, from couth: Weſt to 
North-Eaſt, from 7 to 8 Engliſh miles; and from 3 to be- 
tween 4 and g in breath. It contains nearly 8500 Scotch a- 
tres; of which there may be 3600 arable, 3700 of hill, muir; 
moſs, and paſture grounds, and about 700 of woods. "Theſe 
aſt conſiſt of planted Scotch firs, intermixed with larixes, 
bzeches, oaks, aſhes, birks, and other trees of different ages; 
beſides a good deal of grown timber avout gentlemen's feats, 
and the tenant's yards, 


Sil, The ſoil on the banks of the Don, is generally a good 
light loam, very fit for corn crops, but better adapted for 
graſs, becauſe of the mildews ariſing from the river, which 
zre hurtful to grain, eſpecially to barley. In the Eaſtern 
parts of the parith, the foil is in ſome places a good deep 
loam, in others, a ſtrong, but workable clay, and ſometimes 
z mixture of both. In this quarter, and the adjoining parith 
of Tough, there was formerly a large marſh, now called the 
vtrath of Tough, or Kincraigie; which was partially drained 
in the end of the laſt Century, when the proprietors are ſaid 
to have gained immenſely, by the rich crops which this new 
[Vil produced. That part of it which hes within this pariſh, 
1 molly 3 and, though there are ſome ſtrong clay lands in it, 

they have, in general, a confilerable mixture of moſs, All 
theſe ſoils of lands, which, in this country, are called laigbs, 
or laigh lands, yield precarious corn crop, as their wetneſs 
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and lowneſs ſubjects them, in late ſeaſons, to froſt ; but they 
would make excellent meadows, if they were properly drained, 

All the moſſes ly in this quarter of the pariſh, and they 
are very much wore out. The largeſt, called, for its extent, 
the meikle moſs, was accidentally fired, about 1730, in the 
ſummer ſeaſon, and being unluckily very dry at the time, was 
nearly conſumed. The remains of it now afford no better 
fuel than turfs, which are very clayey, and not only give, but 
retain a ſtrong heat. The foils in the centre and weſtern 
parts of the pariſh, are dry and light, fometimes of a deep, 
ſometimes of a ſhallow ſtaple, well adapted for lime, and 
the turnip huſbandry, and no leſs fit, with proper cultivation 
and manure, for raiſing heavy crops of corn and graſs. lhe 
moſt weſterly parts are hill grounds, and, with proper ma- 
nagement, would make pretty good ſheep walks. 


Farms.—The fize of farms it is diſſicult to average, as 
they differ prodigiouſly from one another, not only in the 
Whole extent, but alſo in the quantity of the different foils 
of land which make up a farm in that country; and they are 
in general ſtill under the old diviſions, with very irregular 
marches, as when antiquated notions of convenience, and no 
idea of incloſing, or regular fields, were in view. The rents 
run from 6cl. and Jol. to7l. or 81, for thoſe who are accounted 
farmers. Under that rent, the poſſeſſors of land are cropers, 
who frequently, however, have cattle ſufficient to work a 
plough. A conſiderable part of the rent is paid in victua!, 
by the farmers, and ſometimes even by the cropers; an! 
they are in general deſirous enough to convert the victual 
into money, though they will rarely give it's value. Mul- 


tures have generally been changed into paid rents, and the 
_ tenants only pay knaveſhips to the miller, beſides the uſual 
mill ſervices. They are bound likewiſe to deliver poultry, &c. 
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for which they are paid at an old converſion, which is from 


3rd to 6d. for a hen, and ſo in proportion. On ſome e- 
ſtates, the tenants are ſtill bound to perform ſervices, ſuch 
4s ploughing, caſting and carrying peats, carriages, & c.; but 


as they are rarely, or very few of them, at leaſt, exacted, the 
tenants are net deſirous to convert them into money; and, 


in general, they would give nothing in lieu of them. On 


ane eſtate in the pariſh, the barony of Alford, the cotters 


and ſub-tenants pay for their houſes and firing, to the land- 
lord only, a reek hen, and one day's ſhearing in harveſt. 


Leaſes were formerly granted for long terms, and for lives; 
but they do not ſeem to have given any ſpur to the induſtry 
of the people: When a leaſe dropped lait Whitfunday, which 


had been granted ia 1743, the fon of the original tenant re- 


fuſed to give the fame rent for the poſſeſſion, which had been 


lo long paid. Now, when improvements are commencing, 


they might be perhaps more beneficial ; but, at prefent, no 


eaſes longer than 19 years, arc granted, and fequently, they 
do not excced 11 or 13, 


. this quarter of the country, all the old- 
laſnioned prejudices of husbandry are ſtill looked upon as 


ſure and infallible rules of good management; for no differ- 


ences in extent of poſſeſſion, or in rent, make any difference 


in the plans or exertions of the farmer; and all poſſeſſors of 


land, of whatever deſcription, purſue the ſame methods, and 
amoſt entirely in the ſame manner. 

As agriculture is, perhaps, in this country, in as W's 
ate as in any other part of Scotland, that has the advantage 
oa good ſoil, and not an unfavourable climate, it may not 
be improper to detail the mode of management practiſed 
gere, which, it is believed, has at one time or other prevail- 
aa, even in thoſe parts of the kingdom, which, by the pro- 

2 M 2 greſs 


4327 | 5 atistical Account 8 


greſs of improvement, are now ſo well cultivated and ſo pro- 
ductive. Such a detail, while it preſents the real ſtate of 
this country to the reader, will, at the ſame time, hold forth 
a picture of the former ſtate of Scotland; and, by compari. 
ton with what it preſently is, ſhew that agriculture has ariſen, 
from the midſt of prejudices, ſupported by popular opinion, 
and ſanctioned by long habit, to be an art practiſed upon 
reaſonable principles, founded upon facts and experiments; 
and that the time may come, ' when the ſtrength, and 
wealth, and power of the natio -, wall, by the reſources of 


the ſoil, and attention to the intercits of apriculture, be raiſcd | 


to the higheſt pitch of which they are capable. 

Every farm in this county, is compoſed of land of differ 
ent qualities, and managed in ditterent manners, which are 
diſtinguiſned by the names of,—1. Inheld, 2. Outfield, z. 
Laigh-lands, 4. Paſture- grounds. Of theſe different ſpe- 
cies of land, there are no fixed proportions for a farm. The 


ſmaller poſjeſhons and crops gencrally confiſt altogether of 


;n-ficld ; but all the more conſiderable farms muſt be made 
up of the iſt and 24 forts ; and there are many who have 
no land of the 3d or ath deſcription ; and there ate ſown? 
which are compoſed of all the 4 different kinds. 

The in-fielt or in-town lands, are conſtantly in white 
crop, unleſs when the farm has very little or very bad paſ- 
ture, and then, perhaps, a ridge or two is left untilled, to 
throw up the weeds which ages have nouriſhed in it, to main- 
tain the farmers cattle, One third of it is regularly manured 
yearly, wich all the dung of one year's gathering; and thus, 
in three years, all the in- field on a farm has been once dung- 


ed, The in- field land is generally all flirred immediately af. 
er harveſt, and the dunged third part is again ploughed in 
ſpring, and ſown with bear about the beginning of May, and 
Nis crop is ſucceeded by two crops of oats, ſown upon the 
| Winter 
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«inter furrow, as ſoon as the ſeaſon will permit; when the land 
comes again in courſe to be manured, and undergoes the ſame 
rotation. The in- field land is generally an excellent ſoil, full 
of manure, but ſtocked with deſtructive weeds, of. which. 
wild oats and knot-graſs are among the worſt, Without the 
intervention of graſs and green crops, to deſtroy the weeds 
and recruit the ſoil, the produce of the corn crops cannot be 
ſuppoſed to be in any proportion to the goouncis of the land. 5 
An average, in tolerable ſeaſon fs, will not excced from 4 to 5 

bolls per acre- | | | | 
The outfield lands are managed in different ways, either 
by folding or croping, without manure, or by water falling. 
This laſt method can be practiſed only in particular fitua- 
tions, having the command of water, and where the ground 
hangs conſiderably “, to admit of ſpreading the water ealily 
over it; and it ts intended to fertilize the ſoil, or à ſucceſ- 
fon of three or four crops of oats. Though n no great care 
or attention is beſtowed, in ſpreading the water equaily, the 
firſt and ſecond crops are ſaid frequently to equal thoſe pro- 
duced on the fame lands by liming; but the two laſt are, as 
it may be ſuppoſed, eg: ually infericr. After theſe corns crops, 
the land is left lee 2 or 3 or 4 years, to get a ſward for a- 
nother watering, and ſucceſſion of grain crops. As this mode 
of cultivation is limited to particul er fpots, out- field lands are 
more generally managed, by folding and croping, without any 
manure ; and their extent, and the ſtock of cattle which the 
farmer poſſeſſes on the paſture on his farm, will enable him 
to keep all the circumſtances, which lead him to follow either 
of theſe methods. Where the out held is extenſive, and does 
not produce better than ordinary grafs, it is impothble in 
general 


Land is watered in this county for croping, and mcadow orounds ar? 


Never watered, as in England, for paſture. 
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general to fold upon the whole, unleſs the paſture ground; 
are of a proportionable extent; and therefore one part i; 
folded upon, and the other is not; and where the out. field 
1s {mall, it cannot be divided into folds, of which eleven + is 
accounted by the farmers of this country, the moſt proper 
number for their rotation. One of theſe folds is every ſum- 
mer ſurrounded with a ſeal (turf) dyke, and the cattle are 
incloſed in it during the night, till after harveſt, when the 
dyke is knocked down; the land is ploughed, and left in that 
tate all winter. In ſpring, oats are fowa ; and as ſoon as the 
crop is off the ground, it is again ploughed for a ſecond, and 
ſo on till it has borne five ſucceſſive crops of oats; and then 
it is left five years lee, to throw up whateyer poor graſs ſuch 
worn out ſoil will produce. The firſt two years the graſs is 
as bad as poſſible ; and though, during the other three it thick- 
ens, yet even at the beſt, it gives but a ſcanty bite to the cat- 
tle. The ſixth year it is again folded upon and dunged; 
and thus, in eleven years, where the number of folds is eleven, 
a fold is 5 years in corn crop, 5 lee, and one in preparing 
for another ſimilar ſucceſſion. The out-ficlds, which are not 
dunged 

This number is thought the moſt proper, where 5 ſucceſſive crops 


are taken; but, upon ſome farms, the out- fields are in diviſions of 9 and 10 
folds. | | 


1 It is ſaid that three crops only of oats, upon toathed or dunged out-ficld, 
were allowed by the ancient cuſtomary law. of Scotland; and that action for 
damages lay at the inſtance of the landlord, or of the incoming againſt the 
outgoing tenant, if he injured the poſſeſſion by a more ſevere round of crops. 
Some documents of the uſe of this action, are ſaid to be (till extant, in the fe- 
cords of the Sheriff Court of Perth, 
were formerly managed by folding, and where they till are fo, the moſt 
general practice is to take three crops only. In ſome places, five crops were 
probably allowed of old by the landholders; and the record ef a court of the 


It is certain, that where out fields 


barony of Alford, 11th May 1794, affords very good evidence that this was 
the caſe in this county, 
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gunged by folding, (or as it is here called, toathed,) are crop- 
ped with oats, upon the ſame plan as thoſe that are, with the 


difference of being one or two years leſs in tillage, and one 
or two more lee. Under this divifion of the lands on a farm 
in this county, faughs or faughlands, (a corrupt pronouncia- 
tion of fallow) are included. They are ploughed once in 
ſummer, and left in that ſtate till ſpring, when they are fown 
with very inferior oats, of which they bear three or four ſuc- 
ceſſive crops 3 and are then left to the operations of nature 
for ſeveral years, to recruit them for another period of tillage. 
The ſoil of out-field land, in general, 1s inferior to that of in- 
field, only by the difference in cultivation, and being more 
ſtony. The bad ufage of the untoathed out-fie!ds and faughs, 
will eafily account for their want of fertility, in raiſing grain 
crops 3 but more eſpecially in producing graſs, the badneſs 
and poorneſs of which it is not eaſy to deſcribe. 'The oats 
ſown upon out- field lands, are in quality according to the 
goodnefs of the ſoil, and the ſtate in which it is; In the beſt: 
dunged folds, the white oats, and in the inferior lands, and 
on faughs, grey oats, called here hairy and barley corn, are 
generally ſown. As, after folding, the land is only once 
ploughed, and frequently with a deep fur, the dung is 
buried the firſt year, and works its effects on the ſecond and 
third crops; and, therefore, the firſt three crops are nearly 
alike, and will rarely run beyond four bolls per acre, on an 
average; and for the two laſt years, they dwindle down to 
betwixt two and three, and often leſs. The produce of the 
untoathed out-fields, is much inferior in quantity, as well as 
quality; and indeed the return from faughs in grain, will 
fl dom defray the expences of labour and ſeed ; and the far- 
mers are tempted to plough them, though it is to. their own 
lofs, merely for the fake of the ſmall quantity of ſtraw which 
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they yield; and becauſe, under their bad management, ſuck 
lands will give no grafs. 


\ 


_ Laighlands are in general a ſtrong deep heavy foil, and in 


this country are either alternately in oat crop, and lee, or 2 
years in oats, and one or two in lee. In dry early ſeaſons, 
they give good crops of good grain, and always a great quan- 
tity of ſtraw ; but in wet and late harveſts the grain is never 
fit for ſced, and ſometimes not good enough for meal, as theſe 
lande, owing to their lateneſs and wetneſs, (for they are not 
_ ſufficiently drained in this country,) are liable to be froſted 
before the corn is perfeQly ripe. They however through 
up abundance of good natural graſs. 53 
The paſture lands conſiſt either of benty muir, marſhy 
grounds, which cannot be ploughed, the banks of rivers and 
rivulets, or hill grounds, Theſe lands have never receive a- 
ny manure to meliorate them, but that which drops from th: 
cattle during the day; but they have for centuries been wal- 
ted by the practice of cutting up the ſward into turf, for the 
different purpoſes of mixing it with the ſtable and byre dung, 
(muck fail“ 3) of — the walls of houſes, when it is cal. 
led 


. practice of cutting up ſward for manure or muck fail, was prokibl- 
tea by an Act of Parliament, made for the county of Aberdeen, as long 2g9 
as 1685, under a penalty of 10cl. Scots bolls, foties guoties, to the matters 6t 
the ground; and in caſe of their neglect to execute the Act, the Heriffs ant 
juſtices were enjoined to pat it in execution. There are ſti}! many places iN 
this county w here this law ſhould be enforced. This AQ ſhows that the Le- 
gEiflature was, even in thoſe times, net ignorant of the bad conlequences of 
continual grain crops, and the want of proper provender for cattle in wintet, 
and that they knew green crops to be the proper remedy ; for it contains at 
enactment, whereby a certain proportion of the in ficld of every farm (value 
able according to its Highland or Lov land ficuation) was ordered to be ſow. 
with peaſe yearly, and regulations for puniſuing perions who ſhould ſteal kt 


pulle, Peuſc was the only green crop Known in thoſe times. 
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leg fail 3 of roofing houſes, when the ſward 1s pared thin, W 
and for fuel, which they call troves. The hill grounds have 
been likewiſe much much injured by burning the heath in 


improper ſeaſons. and places; and no pains are taken, even 
where the ſituation will admit of it, to extirpate heath by wa- 


tering. A conſiderable part of the paſture lands in this pa- 


riſh, might be made good arable ſoil, by draining, and the o- 
ther means of improvement. The hill grounds might, by 
good management, be greatly bettered; and there are ſeveral 


tracts of ground which fall under the diviſion of paſture lands 


in this diſtrict, that are only fit for plantations. 

In this county; and indeed pretty generally over this coun- 
try, farmers almoſt never change their ſeed, uſing always the 
produce of their own farms; but they are at ſome pains to 


have it as good and ſound as the beſt of their corn with re- 
peated winnowings will give. The beſt oats in this country 
re of an excellent quality; ſor in tolerable ſeaſons, the boll + 


will yield 8 or 9 ſtones, and even more of meal, which is 
ground much ſmaller and better fifted than in the South of 
Scotland. The gray oats, or barley corn, neither give ſo much 
in quantity, nor of ſuch quality; and they are ſometimes ſo 


bad, as to require two bolls to produce eight ſtones of meal. 


In ſpring 1783, when there was great reaſon to apprehend 
that the crop of 1782 was too ſcanty and faulty to afford a 


ſufficiency of good ſeed, a cargo of fine Dutch oats was ſent 


to this country by the late Mr Farquharſon of Haughton, for 
his own tenants and the neighbours, and they contributed to 
ſecure the next crop. Theſe oats were, however, ſaid to de- 
generate by bad cultivation, and they were liable to ſhake be- 
fore they were perfectly ripe ; and for theſe reaſons they are 
not now ſown. The Montgomery or Magbichill oats have 
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been lately introduced by Mr Leith of Whitehavgh, upon his 
own very extenſive. farm, in the neighbouring pariſh of Til. 
lIyneſsle; they poſſeſs the advantage of ripening three weeks 
before the common oat, and therefore the extenſion of their 

uſe will be a great improvement. 
The bear grown in this country by common farmers, is 
all of the Scotch kind ; and though the ſeed is procured in the 
ſame way as that of oats, weighs, in general, 18 ſtones per 
boll 4, and will, in particular ſituations and ſeaſons, even 
come to 20 and 21 ſtones. A conſiderable quaptity of mea! 
and bear, probably from 800 to goo bolls, is annually ſent 
from this pariſh to Aberdeen, our only or chief market for 
grain. Bear and oatmeal have given good pfices of late years, 
though the ſmallneſs of our meal is a great diſadvantage to it 
in the Weſt country market, to which it was uſually ſent 
ſome years ago. Oats are never carried to market by our far- 
mers, though there is a demand for them ; a circumſtance 
which muſt be attributed more to habit than the effects of 
 thirlage. Potatoes are not much uſed here, though every per- 
ſon who rents land plants a ſmall quantity. The common peo- 
pie are not very fond of them, and they think them unwhole- 
ſome ; nor will farm ſervants make a meal of them, or even 
eat, them without milk or butter, ſo readily as in other parts 
of Scotland. To peaſe-meal or bear-meal they have rather a 
diſlike ; and in general, garden vegetables of all ſorts are not 
ſo much cultivated or uſed as in other parts of the kingdom. 
Very little flax has been hitherto raiſed in this country; and 
as we have excellent ſoil for it, and the country people are 
under the neceſſity of buying all the linen, when they might 
get it much cheaper by manufaQuring it at home, this want 
of flax mufl be attributed to the difficulty in dreſſing the lent; 
but 


+ One barley boll is 9.767 per cent above the ſtandard. 
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but as that obſtacle is now removed by tlie erection of a lint 
mill in the neighbourhood. by Mr Leith of Whitehaugh, the 
culture of this plant is becoming much more general and ex- 
tenſire. : ee, rage e 47 
Field turnips and ſown graſſes, with ordinary attention, have 
anſwered remarkably well in this country; and as the farmers 
are convinced, by ſmall trials, of the benefits which attend 
that mode of huſbandry, they are more deſirous than for- 


merly of improving in that way, though it is {till no eaſy taſk | 


to perſuade them to abandon their old habits and prejudices. 

The number of black cattle in this pariſh (in December 
1793, when the year's ſale is over) is 953. Of theſe 346 are 
oxen for the plough, of which there are 65 in the parith, al- 
molt all of the old Scotch conſtruction. Every farmer is am- 
bitious of having many pairs of oxen in his plough ; ſome have 
6, many have 5, and few common farmers, with any extent 
of poſſeſſion, have leſs than 4 pairs. Smaller tenants yoke 


oxen, horſes, and even bulls, cows, and young cattle, promit- 
cuouſly, to make up what they deem a ſufficient ſtrength. No 
difference in the nature of the ſoil is attended to in propor- 


tioning the ſtrength and number of the cattle; for a farmer, 
who yokes to or 12 oxen, employs them all, whether he plow 
his in-field land, or the moſt rugged ſtony out-field: Neither 
does this make any great difference in the quantity of land 


ploughed at a yoking, which is from 2 to I of an acre *, and 


which correſponds with the poor feeding of the cattle. Ox- 
en, which ſold 40 years ago at 21. or 31. ſell now from g]. to 
71. and thoſe of the beſt kind and fize among common far- 
mers, will even riſe to 81. and 91. Every farmer ſells one or 


wo pairs of oxen yearly, and replaces them by others of his 


own rearing. 
3N2 Forty 


* The country people compute land by the quantity fown with a boll of 
ted; which may be very litrle more, if any thing, than a Scots acre, 
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Forty years ago, 11. 5s. or 11. 10s. was the price of a cow 
that will now bring from zl. to 51 ; but as they are poorly fed, 
they are of a ſmall ſize, and will not give above 4 or 5 Scotch 
pints of milk per day, even in the beſt of the graſs. A far, 
mer's dairy, therefore, is barely ſufhcient for family conſump. 
tion, and as the milk is uſed ſweet, little butter or cheeſe is 

made, and that little is rarely ſent to market, but laid up for 

winter uſe, when milk cannot be had. The cows calve in 
the beginning of March or end of April, which is an addi- 
tional reaſon for their giving little milk; but, on the other 

hand, early calving is thought, by the country people, to be 
| advantageous to the calf, by giving it more time to acquire 
ſtrength, before the approach of winter. For the ſame rea- 
ſon, calves are univerſally, permitted to ga at largefthrough the 
fields, during ſummer, and pick up the graſs at the roots of 
the corn. This praCtice is occaſioned by the want of proper 
food and incloſures; as the calves would be much injured by 
feeding or being confined with the large cattle in the folds, or 
in houſes, during the ſummer ſeaſon ; and it is attended with 

much damage to the corns by their lying upon, and treading 
it down; and the calves get a reſtleſs habit, ſo that ever after 

it is impoſſible to confine them but by the ſtrongeſt and moſt 

: impenetrable fences. In winter, the calves and all other cattle, 
are houſed, during the night, and fed with ſtraw, which, 
when the land is oyerrun with weeds, is not a great deal in- 
ferior to coarſe hay. After the firſt winter, they accompa- 
ny the other cattle, till they are cows or oxen ; for it is not 
uſual to ſell very young cattle in this country. In the ſpring 
ſeaſon, all cattle in this country are in very low condition, 
the ſtraw being by that time not only ſcarce, but dried, ſapleſs, 
and leſs nouriſhing : and by want of ſhelter, and on account 
cf the poor ſtate of the land laid out for graſs, it is very late 
in riſing, Eo 
5 The 


f Alford, © 46r 


The number of horſes in this pariſh is 172. They are 
well bodied and clean limbed, but they want a ſufficiency of 
done -; and, as they ſeldom riſe above 13, or 134 hands 
high, they are under ſized for draught. Their other charac- 
teriſtics are, a. large ill-ſhaped head, with a thick neck and 


ſtiff mane z they are hardy, and eaſily fed, and, upon the 


whole, ſerviceable horſes.- In this. country, horſes are not 
generally employed in ploughing, but they draw the harrows, 


which here are only uſed to cover the ſeed, and are by much 
too light and unfit for any of the other purpoſes of agricul- 


ture, to which proper harrows are applied. They perform 


all the cart work, which principally conſiſts in journeys to 
mill and market; in carrying home the corns in harveſt, and 


preparing and carting out dung. Their food is the ſame as 
that of horned cattle, with the addition of the light corn; 


and this, with a little more attention to their cleanlineſs and 


bedding, (though they are not rubbed down or curry-comb- 
ed) keeps them more in fleſh, and in better condition, than 
other cattle. By the riſe of price, + which, 40 years ago, 
was from 21. to 31. for a horſe, that now coſts from gl. to 
12],, the breeding of horſes has turned a profitable uſe of 
land ; and farmers endeavour, at leait to ſupply themſelves, 
by keeping mares. The number of carts in this pariſh, has 


increaſed greatly within theſe 20 years, and is now 79. 


_ Creels 


, Some ill-judged attempts have probably been made, long ago, to raiſe 


the ſize of the native horſes of the country, by croſſing them with tall well 
bred horſes, from other parts of the kingdom, without giving the progeny 
proper and ſufficient feeding to kecp them up to the ſtandard; for the de- 
ſcription does not correſpond with the common unmixed breeds of Scotch 
horſes, 


} The riſe of price lately, is owing to the demand from the Southern 
parts of Scotland, or North of England, where our ſmall horſes are ſaid to 


Verk in the collieries. 
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Creels and crook-ſaddles are entirely in diſuſe. The igno. 


rance and inattention of the farmers of this country, are 
more cenfpicuous in the management of their ſheep, than in 
any other branch of rural economy. There are in the pa- 
THh, at preſent, about 1300; but, in ſtimmer, there will be 
twice as many. The greateſt part of theſe are the ſmall 
white faced Scotch ſheep, which ſeem to be natives of this 
country but there are a few which are bred between theſe 

and the black faced Tweeddale, or Linton breed, here called 
bruiket ſneep; and there are others, which, by the remote. 
neſs of the original, croſſing and intermixing again with the 
ſheep of the country, partake, more or leſs, of the two 5 
cies. 

Thus croſs hiked: has probably been at firſt brought into 
the country, with a view to raiſe the ſize of the carcaſe; but, 
although the price of ſheep has nearly tripled within theſe 
40 years, neither the carcaſe nor the wool have been much 
attended to by our farmers, whoſe principal object, and, by 
their own account, chief gain, is in the dung which manures 
their folds. They are looked upon as prejudicial to cattle, 
becauſe the country people think that they eat up a great 
deal of the graſs; and, therefore, none but thoſe who have 
extenſive hill- grazings, keep any ſheep. 

The hill grounds are not, however, particularly kept for 
ſheep; but young cattle and young horſes are turned out up- 
on them. The flocks of ſeveral tenants generally range the 
Tame paſtures in common; and as every one is deſirous to 
keep as many as he can, they are very generally over-ſtocked. 


When a farmer has not a ſufficient ſtock of his own, or more 


paſture ground than is proportioned to his winter feeding, 
he takes in ſheep during the ſummer, at the very moderate 
rate of 2d. per head for three months, though, as he looks 


upon the dung of the animal as his profit, they are allowed 
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5 remain five. In the ſummer, ſheep are turned out to the 


nil, to range at their own diſcretion, and; at night- fall, a boy 


is ſent to drive them down to the folds, from which they are 
frequently not releaſed till the morning is far gone. 
As we have no ſhepherds, nor even good ſheep dogs, ſo there 


te no diviſions of the floeks, according to their ſexes, or ages, 


nor any ground hained for winter. In this ſeaſon , they are 
turned out upon the arable lands of the farm, which have 


not been in corn crop ; ; and ſeldom ſent to the hill, unleſs the 


weather is very mild; but during ſtorms and falls of ſnow, 
their ſubſiſtence muſt depend upon heath || broom, or any 
thing elſe, which can be reached by ſcraping. No falve or 


ſmearing is uſed in this county; and if a farmer's ſtock is not 


rery numerous, the ſheep are crammed into ſmall houſes, 
built for the purpoſe, during the night, and what with the 
alternate heat and cold they thus undergo, and the poor 
ſcanty feeding of this ſeaſon, they are in ſpring reduced to a 
very lean weakly ſtate, which it requires a conſiderable part 
of the ſummer to reſtore. The grounds, however, are heal- 
thy, and no very mortal or difficult diſeaſes prevail among 
the flocks on account of the paſture. The improper burning 


of heath grounds has been highly detrimental to ſheep in 


this country ; for the farmers never conſult the proper ſitua- 


tion of the place in regard to ſhelter, the nature of the ſoil, 


and the favourableneſs of the ſeaſon for this purpoſe; nor do 
they herd the burnt ground, to preferve the tender grats, 
which ſprings up, from being plucked out at the roots, by the 


{hee Ds 


In decp ſnows, the country people uncover the heath with ſpades, te 
enable the ſheep to pluck it. Farther up the Don, in the country called 
Sttathdon, which is more ſtormy, but where they have many more, and 
much better ſheep than here, this is a common practice, There, lizewiſe, the 
lumers cut off the heath, when it is in Lower; ard aſter drying them, lay 
hem vp for winter proviſion, 
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ſheep. The bad conſequetices of improper burning are non 
felt, and likely to be put a ſtop to by the proprietors 5. Swine 
are never kept here but by millers, who diſpoſe of the refuſe 
of the grain from theſe mills in feeding them. We have x 
good many markets round the country, at from 4 and 5, to 
12 and 14 miles diſtance; where lean cattle are bought up by 
_ drovers; principally from the South country, and all for the 
fouthern markets. Horſes are likewiſe bought and ſold in 
theſe markets, as well as lean ſheep. The Aberdeen butch- 
ers, in the autumn, buy the beſt graſs-fed wedders, at from 
10s. 6d. to 128-3 but few if any cattle are felled here for 
the ſhambles, as either by combinations among the butchers, 
or for ſome other cauſe; the price given by them is very low, 
and full 30 per cent. under that given in Angus. There were 
anciently weekly markets held at Meiklendovie, in this pa- 
riſh, and great yearly fairs at that place, and Kirkton of Al- 
ford. Thoſe at Meiklendovie have been diſcontinued for 
many years; but there are ſtill three fairs at the Kirkton, for 
the ſale of cattle, horſes, ſheep, &c. and ſmall wares ; but 

they are of no great conſequence. 
Ihe general manure in this county, is ſtable and byre 
dung, which the common farmers mix up with a conſider- 
able quantity of muckfail or clay. The muckfail is very poor 
turf, cut up in the neareſt muir, a practice which was once 
in vogue, in every quarter of Scotland; and which is itil! 
looked upon in this country as a moſt important article in 
Huſbandry, and occupies a great deal of time. Where good 
clay is to be had, it is uſed in preference to the muiriſn 
{ward ; and it is certainly much better, though our in- field 
| lands, 


$ There are many Jaws, reſpecting the burning of heath grounds. The! 
are all intended with a view to protect the game; but if they were chiefly 
enforced, they would be advantageous te ſhcep, though the ome canner ab 
Ways be burned in proper ſeaſon. 
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lands, thoſe only which are manured in this way, do by no 
means ſtand in need of a claying every three years. All our 
mers are moſt miſerably defective in that grand requiſite 
in good farming, the raiſing of manure ; for the whole dung 


made on a farm in one year, even with the addition of muck- 


{ail or clay, is barely ſufficient for manuring one ſeventh, or, 


at moſt, one fixth of the land which produced the ſtraw. All 


attempts to diſcover marle have hitherto proved unſucceſs- 
ful; and the only factitious manure which has been tried in 
this country is lime; and as trials of it have been made to a 
rery conliderable extent, there is no doubt of the practica- 
bility, and value of the improvement. The late Mr Innes 
of Breda, by liming and incloſing, accompanied by proper 
buſbandry, improved a property in this pariſh 1 in twenty years; 


which'was lately fold at triple the price he paid for it; nor 


ne there wanting inſtances of proprietors, and even of ten- 
mts, though above the ordinary level, who have, with equal 
advantage, carried on ſimilar improvements. The expence, 


however, though the returns with good management, in the * 
long run, do much more than repay it, is very great. The 


Q 


cheapelt method of procuring lime, is to bring it from Aber- 
ten, at the diſtance of from 25 to 30 miles: At that port 
the price is very high ; for all the lime-ſhells imported there, 
are either from the Sunderland lime-works, in the North of 
England, or thoſe at Charleſtown, in the Frith of Forth, which 
belongs to Lord Elgin. Lime-thells, from the firſt, give 3 re- 
turns; and of the laſt, from 2 to 24 of flaked lime. The 
Aberdeen boll of lime-thelts is four corn firlots, or 128 ſtan- 
dard Scotch pints I, for which the merchants receive from 
38. 1d. to 3s 3d. for Sunderland, and from 28. 7d. to 28. 9d. 
tor Charleſtown ſhells. The carriage ſrom Aberdeen to this 
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country, of 7 bulky and heavy an article, is ; the chief GH: 

ſtacle to improvements by mcans of lime. When Aber- 
deen carters are employed to tranſport lime-ſhells to this 
country, they are paid at the rate of 115. or 128. for every 
three bolls, according to the diſtance z three bolls weigh a. 
bout 13co cwt., and require two horſes, as neither the roads 
nor the horſes are good. Some reckon this the cheapeſt 
way, but others hire the carters to deliver the ſhells 15 miles 
from Aberdeen, where they take them up with their own 
cattle; and they pay at the rate of 20d. per boll z but it is not 
uncommon to ſend horſes and ſervants to Aberdeen with 
grain, and even without a load, and to bring home lime-ſhells 
in return. As the Sunderland ſhells contain a greater quan- 
tity of calcareous matter in the ſame bulk, and in leſs weight, 
than thoſe of Charleftown, they are generally ufed here, and 


at the rate of from 16 to 20 bolls per Scotch acre, which, 


when properly applied, have conſtantly worked great effects. 
The great expence of liming, eſpecially in the carriage, which, 
ich their weak ill fed cattle, the country people cannot 2. 
void, has lutherto deterred them from uſing it as a manure to 
any extent ; and, indeed, without a total alteration of their 
| it would be dangerous and hurtful to their 
farms. Heavy as the expence of procuring lime, in this coun- 

try „is, the advantages of it in meliorating the ſoil, are ſo great, 
that it may be looked upon as an article highly eſſential; and 


mode of cropping, 


neceſſary for attempting or carrying on improvements. The 
culy means to diminiſh this expence, are either to diſcover 
tolerable workable limeſtone in the country, or to lower the 
expence of carriage. The attempts to diſcover workab's 
lime-ſtone, have not hitherto been either general, or well 
conducted, and though there are many indications of it in 


the country, no regular quarry has been hitherto ſound. I. 


is probable, that the gentlemen will ſoon turn their thoughts 
with 


eat 
aty 


with fome effect, to that important object, and if they are 
ſucceſsful, we ſhall have lime-ſhells as cheap, at leaſt, as they 
can be purchaſed at Aberdeen, after defraying all expences, 
the heavieſt of which will be the price aud carriage of coals 
from Aberdeen to burn the limeſtone. If this great ſource. 
of improvement fail, our only other alternative, is, to cheap- 


en the carriage, by altering and mending the roads, which 


have lately begun to receive very great attention in this coun- 
ry. a 
There are few fields properly incloſed, but thoſe which 
ſurround gentlemen's ſeats; and the only fences which may 
be called good, are ſtone dykes though there is little doubt 
that, upon a proper plan, with proper preparation and atten- 
tion, thorns would thrive well, make good fences, and, con- 
ſequently, a molt valuable and laſting improvement in this 
country; but they have in very few places had a fair trial. 
The country people are not averſe to incloſures, though they 
will neither build nor pay a per centage for building ſtone 
dykes, which coſt from 25d. to 4d. per Scotch ell $, according 


to the materials and height of the dyke ; beſides carriage of the 


ſtones 3 and they cannot bear the trouble of protecting or rail- 
ing a thorn hedge. They ſeldom make a proper uſc of inclo- 


lures where they have them; ſor it is not uncommon to fee an 


incloſed field in patches of corn and graſs ; the only real uſe 
of incloſures to them, therefore, is to ſerve as a barrier to the 
farm in winter, when, if the weather is open, the cattle of the 
great and of the ſmall farmer, range promuſcuoully over the 
whole country, without regard to any farm or any boundaries, 


This Fe has been prohibited | by the Legiſlature long 


302 ago, 


$ A Scotch ell is l:ttle more than 37 Englith inches. 


| Winter feeding was ſtrictly enjoined, and the practice of turning out 


cattle, to go at random, prohibited, under ſevere penalties, in 1606. The uti- 


uy of the law is obvious.—Pity that it is not more rigorouſly executed, 
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ago, and it deſerves very ſevere. reprobation, as it is a mod 
effectual bar to improvements of every kind; and ſpecial 
to the culture of graſs and corn crops. 

The wages of farm ſervants have been very greatly raiſed 
within theſe few years in this country, owing to the great 
demand and high price of labour in Angus, the Mearns, and 
Southern parts of Scotland, together with that occaſioned by 


the number of extenſive manufactories, recently erected in 


Aberdeen. Forty years ago, a man's yearly wages were from 
16]. Scotch, or I. 6s. 8d. Sterling, to il. 135. 4d. and a wo- 
man's 16 merks, or 178. 924. and they are now from gl. 108. 
to 6l. for a man, and 21. 108. for a woman. Though theſe wa- 
ges do not appear high, when compared with thoſe given in 
other parts of Scotland, they are very ſeverely feit by the far- 
mers of this country; and indeed, when it is conſidered that 
ſervants in this quarter do not work as in other places; that 
the extent of ground ploughed, harrowed, reaped; &c. is ve- 
ry great, when compared to the produce; that for theſe rea- 
' ſons many ſervants are required; and that the maintenance 
of them is a much higher article than their wages, eſpecially 
where there are many mouths; and when, in addition to 
to theſe pecuniary diſadvantages, the difficulty i in procuring 
ſervants, their waſte, indolence, careleſſneſs, and infolence, 
are taken into account, it 1s not to be wondered at, that the 
expence of farm ſervants, in this country, cuts very deep up- 
on the produce of the farm, or (as the tenants generally fay) 
that it is a greater burden on them than their rent. Beſides 
the ordinary ſervants of his farm, a farmer has to provide 3 
number of extra hands for his harveſt work. This work is 
never done by the piece or day, but an agreed-upou- ſum, to- 
gather with the reapers victuals, (frequently accompanied by 


ver) 
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very ridiculous ſtipulations *) are given as a harveſt fee, dur- 
ing the whole time of cutting down and carrying home the 
corns. Theſe harveſt fees have been riſing for ſome years, 


and are now 11- 15s. or 21: for a man, and 11. for a woman, 


beſides victuals; and the riſk of bad weather, to prottact the 
harveſt, and lay hands idle, whom the farmer muſt main- 
tain, and every thing elſe being taken into view, it will be 
found, that the expence of harveſt work runs very greatly out 


of proportion to that of every other ſpecies of labour. This 


diſproportion is the cauſe of many of the grievances we feel, 
with regard to ordinary ſervants; for theſe high harveſt fees 
being nearly equivalent to a half years wages, not only deter 
the people, eſpecially women g, from engaging to work to a 
maſter, but induces ſervants to deſert their ſervice upon the 
lighteſt pretences; and it is much to be regretted, that the 
diſlike of getting what they call a bad word, among ſervants, 
generally ties up the farmer from applying for that redreſs 
which the law affords. The ſame filly idea leads them to 


give way to the groſſeſt abuſes in their domeſtic concerns. A 


farmer muſt often riſe from bed at 3 or 4 o'clock, in a win- 
ter's morning, to admit his ſervants, who have been junket- 
ting all night in the neighbourhood ; and he muſt perform all 
the morning work of a farm, in tending cattle, &c. long be- 
fore they get up, to aſliſt him; nor is it uncommon for a ſar- 
mer to go with his cart and horſes to Aberdeen himſelf, be- 
cauſe he will not only take better care of his cattle, but per- 
form the journey at leſs expence than his ſervant. In ſhort, 

the 


* Such as, for example, that the reaper ſhall have ſuch and ſuch perians on 


the ſame ridge with him. 


Women, when they are not engaged as ſervants, ſpin, and make their own 
cathes, or work ſtockings, till the harvcſt approach; and thus are 8 by 
got entering into farmers ſervice. 
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the common meaning of language here is totally reverſed, 
and ſervants do not ſo much ſerve, as rule and tyrannize = 
their maſters. The ſubtenants and cottars do not work much 
to the principal tenants ; but they pay them higher rents 
than the principal pays to his landlord, and they eaſe him of 
a good many ſervices z and though this claſs of poſſeſſors of 
land add to the population of a country, they are not, here 
at leaſt, always to be reckoned the moſt uſeful and induſtri. 
ous members of ſociety. There are many of them, who, if 
their ſmall piece of ground will barely find them ſubſiſtence, 
will not endeavour to better their condition by labour or in- 
duſtry, though there is always work enough for labourers ; 
and they lead an eaſy, indolent life, except in harveſt, which 
is a ſeaſon of general exertion. The wages of artificers here 
are as high as in any part of Scotland, and thoſe of day la- 
bourers are 8d. in ſummer and 6d. in winter; high enough, 
_ conſidering their work; yet the high price of meal common- 
ly proves a ſtronger inducement to make them work than 
theſe wages. Working by the piece, except at maſon-work 
and dyking, 1s not general in this country ; nor will the coun- 
try people undertake it even for common works, ſuch as 
trenching, ditching, &c. unleſs they have an enormous pro- 
fit. 

The fuel of this country 1s peat, wood, turf, heath broom, 
&c. With the firſt, there are only two eſtates in the pariſh 
ſupplied ; and though the tenants of thoſe properties are on 
a better footing than the others, till the labour of procuring 


peats is fo great, that it admits of a doubt, whether coal, un- 


der the diſadvantages of a high price, and a long carriage, 
would not be cheaper. Except the roots and crops of trees, 
wood is little uſed for fuel, as it is very expenſive 3 and broom 
and heath require much labour. 


J 
Roads. 


of Alfbrd. 1 


Kad. — The roads in this county have been originally 
fofmed, either by the ſtatute labour, or by the military, under 
the order of Government. Of this laſt deſcription, chere are 
two roads which croſs each other, in this pariſh; the great 
Northern road, which leads from Fettercairn, over the Cairn 


of Month to Huntly, and the road which goes from Aber- 
deen to Corgarff, a military ſtation on the ſources of Don. 
Both thefe roads, fince their formation by the ſoldiery, have 


been kept in repair by the ſtatute labour of the ſeveral pa- 


fiſhes through which they paſs, as far as it would go, to 
maintain them jointly with other roads in the pariſhes. The 
ſtatute labour has not been hitherto converted into money in 
this country; and, of conſ:quence, as in every other coun- 


try where the ſtatute labour is performed in work by the 


ceuntry people, it is found inadequate to the ſupport of the 


roads, both public and parochial. The Jaſt mentioned mili- 
tary road, forms the communication between a very exten- 


fire country and the city of Aberdeen, and has, of late, as 


well as on ſeveral former occaſions, become almoſt impaflable. 


In aid of the ſtatute labour, the gentiemen whoſe eſtates ly 
in this country, have twice made very liberal ſubſcriptions 


for it's repair; but in 1792, when it was again in a very bad 


"rate, after mature conſideration, its direction, for a conſidera- 
dle way, was found to be highly improper; and it was a- 
greed, that a new road, for nearly o miles in length, with a 
view to obviate the diſadvantages of the eld track, ſhould be 
andertaken. L. 600. has been ſubſcribed for this purpoſe, 


and the work is conſiderably advanced: When it is fniſhed, 


there is good reaſon to expect, that the improvement of this 
country will go on with adit:onat brifkneſs, as it will give us 
an excellent communication with our chief market place, 
and enable the farmer to bring home lime, coal, and the o- 
ther neceary articles of country conſumption, much more 

eaſily, 
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eaſily, and therèfore more cheaply, than he has von work 
to do. 


Manufaftures.—The only manufacture in this county 
worth mentioning, is that of knitting ſtockirigs, which has 
been long eſtabliſhed in Aberdeenſhire*. The country part 
of che manufacture, is carried on entirely by women, to 
whom the wool is delivered out by the Aberdeen ſtocking 
merchants, who have fixed ſtations over the country, for giv- 
ing out wool, receiving ſtockings, and reckoning with thoſe 
whom they employ. 'The wool is almoſt all imported from 
England, and none of the growth of the country is manufzc- 
tured ; for which reaſon, our wool is very inferior, and the 
fleeces of a flock not worth more than 6d. each, on an ave- 
rage. It is ſpun and worked into ſtockings, at a price pro- 
portioned to their ſineneſs or coarſeneſs; and the average 
gain of a good worker, will be 28. per week. This manu- 
facture has contributed to keep hands in the country ; but it 
admits of ſome doubt, whether theſe hands might not be 
more profitably employed, and whether the manufacture has 
promoted the intereſts of agriculture z but it cert 
tributes little to health, and conduces leſs to morality. 


ainly con- 


Antiquities —In ths pariſh, the Marquis of Montroſe, upon 


the 2d day of July 1645, won the battle cf Alford, by de- 


ſeating Baillie, one of the Generals of the Covenanters ; but 
his cauſe ſuſtained an irroparable loſs, in the death of the 


Lord Gordon, the eldeſt fon of the Marquis of Huntly, who 
| ; tell 


According to the accounts of the Aberdeen merchants, (who export all 
the ſtockings, either to Holland and the northern parts of Germany, from 
whence they are often ſent to America) the ſum circulated through the 
country in the neighbourhood of Aberdeen, merely ſor ſpinning the wee! 
and kuitting the ſtockings, is from 70,0001. to 50, co l. per annum. Thee 
accounts are, however, in all probub: lity, much beyond the tru! h. 
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fell by a random ſhot, in the purſuit, near a large ſtone on 


the field of battle, which is ſtill pointed out by the country 
people. About 50 years ago, ſome men, in caſting peats, dug 
up the body of a man on horſeback and in complete armour, 


who had been drowned either in the purſuit, or flight from 
this engagement; and formerly, the country people were in 


uſe, when caſting peats, to find ball, and pieces of money *, 
which had, probably, dropped from the flying, and eſcaped 
the ſearch of the victors. Upon the top of a little hill, there 
is an immenſe cairn, from which a ſmall property in this pa- 
rſh takes the name of Carneveran, though the import of that 
word is not known. This cairn is 120 yards in circumfer- 
ence, and of a proportionable height. Of this great monu- 
ment, there is no very diſtinct tradition, though ſome think 
that it marks the burial place of a brother of one of the 


Kings of Scotland. No more certain accounts can be given 


of a pretty large cairn, which lately ſtood at a place called 
Cairnballoch ; but, when it was removed ſome years ago, 


there was found near the bottom, a ſort of cheſt, compoſed 


of thin flat ſtones, containing an earthen veſſel filled with 
alhes, which mouldered away upon being expoſed to the air. 
In the pariſh, there is an eminence called the Gallow Hill, 
which had been anciently a place of execution ; and nails, 
and other pieces of ruſty iron, are turned over by the plough, 
near the ſummit, where the gallows had been erected. Many 

22 e of 


Some of the chin are in the cuſtody of Mr Farquharſon of Haughton; 


and as jt may gratify a curious reader to know the coins which appear to 


have been then current, two of them ſhall be deſcribed. They are ſilver; 
and the firſt is a two florin piece of Maximilian, Count Palatine, &c. having, 
on one fide, his arms, ſurrounded by the Poiſon d'or, and, on the reverſe, the 
the Patroneſs of Bavaria, with the ſame legend which is ſtill uſed. The 
"ther is a dollar of Phil. 4, of Spain, having on one fide the arms of Spain 


aud Auſtria, and the collar of the Golden Fleece, and on the reverſe, 3 
© Wols fleuri. 3 | 
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of the NFHS report, though without much credibility 
that Gregory the Great was buried in the pariſh ; and there 
are ſeveral predictions current among the country people, at. 
tributed by them to Thomas the Rhymer, which it would be 
unneceſſary to recite. There are two old houſes in the pa. 
riſh ; one of them, Aſstoune, was built between two and 
thres hundred years ago, and ſeems to have been a place of 
ſome ſtrength. It was a ſquare building, with a round tower 
at each of two oppoſite angles, of which there is one {till re- 
remaining, though the greater part of the houſe was pulled 
down 40 years ago. The firſt ſtorey was all vaulted, and 
there was. a well in one of the vaults; but the towers were a 
continuation of one vault above another to the roof. 
About two thirds of the pariſh belongs to one proprietor, 
who is an occaſional reſident, and the remainder is divided a- 


mong tive others, two of whom refide conſtantly. The va. 


lued rent is 31261. 128. 8d. and the neat rent may be about 
15001, 198. Sterling. 


Animals. — The Don abounds with trout, and, after high 
floods, with ſalmon, which, when the river is low, cannot get 
up on account of the crieve dykes, near its mouth. There are 
no pikes, and few eels in this part of its courſe. A bridge over 
the Don in the line of the great northern road, would be 
highly ſerviceable to this country. Beſides the Don, there 
are ſeveral inferior ſtreams, which paſs through the panih, 
well ſtocked with trout, &c. Upon one of them, the Lochel, 
a bridge was built by Mr Melvine, then clergyman of this 
pariſh, in the end of the laſt century, and it is ſtill kept in 
good repair, by a mortification of 100 merks, which he left 
in the charge of the miniſter and kirk ſeſſion, for that purpoſe 
In the pariſh there are a few Red and Roe Deer, lately at- 
tracted to the country by the extenſive plantations ; and we 
have foxes, Polsce; weaſels, the Scotch ermine, and the Muſ- 
cavy 


of Alford. - 475 


ty, tory rat, who has travelled up the banks of the river from 


ny Aberdeen. We have likewiſe a few muir-fowl, and plenty 
at- of hares, patridges, ſnipes, plovers, and wild ducks ; and, 
be at particular ſeaſons, curlews, woodcscks, dottrels, and ſcail 


af drakes. Of other birds, the country is infeſted with hawks 
nd of almoſt all ſorts 3 the falcon, ſparrow-hawk, martin, and a 


of rare ſpecies, commonly called blue fleeves, and with kifes of 

0 different ſizes and deſcriptions. The hooded crows are not 1 
” ſo numerous, but rooks and daws are in prodigrous numbers. ty 
ed Sometimes the great woodpecker has been found in our 77 
me woods, and the king's-fiſher on the river, though they are ia 
& exceeding rare. In general, our woods have increaſed the 7 1 
aumber of the birds and beaſts of prey, and conſequently di- A 

« mimſhed the e of game in the 1 1 ] 
va. Church, School and Par The ek; is old, and bears date : 4x 
out 1603. The manſe was built in 1718, and has been repaired, "i 
and is convenient. The ſtipend is 601: 138. 4d: including com- 1 

oh munion elements, and graſs money; 2 chalders of meal, and r 1 
8 of bear, beſides a glebe of 4 acres, and a garden. The laſt E- a 
= piſcopal clergyman in this pariſh was Mr Jeffrey, who was 1 
5 removed about the year 1715, and Mr Gordon, the firſt Preſ- 1 
be byterian Miniſter (and a conſiderable leader in the Church . 5 
* of Scotland), was ſettled in 1717, and removed to Alloa in 3 | 
th 1735- The preſent incumbent is his third ſucceflor: "Fa 
el The ſchool-ſalary is 13 bolls of meal, and 21. ariſing from a i $1 
" mortification, and 40 merks, or 21. 4s. 5 1d. as the fee of a 34 
1 ſeſſion clerk. The emoluments of the ſchool will not much 2 
n exceed 31.” The whole amount is too lender an allowance N 9 
1 for any perſon properly qualified to diſcharge the important 9 
” duties which this claſs of men owe to the public. . 1 
> The funds for the maintenance of the poor, are the inte- 
. reſt of 2001, of mortified money, and the weekly collections 4 
at ehurch, together with the fines of delinquents. Theſe funds 1 
| ate HT 
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are applied to the fupport from 12 to 17 paupers, nene of 
whom are permitted to go about begging, though the country 
is overrun with people of that deſcription. In the bad fea. 
ſons of 1782 and 1783, the kirk-ſeſſion were obliged to extend 
their charity more generally, and, with the conſent of the he- 
ritors, laid out a part of their capital in purchaſing grain to 
ſupply the poorer inhabitants. of the pariſh, who were in 
thoſe years reduced to great want. 


| 1 -pulation.—The population "a 175 5 Was 990. 

The number of ſouls under 10 years of age 
in the pariſh, are, „„ 
From 10 to 20 132 

20 to 40 210 
40 to 60 105 

60 to 0 74 
70 to 80 = 1 5 
80 to 90 = 4 


Total, 663 

Of theſe there are 350 males and 353 females. 

The number of marrriages and baptiſms for 14 years from 
1780, are as follows 

1780 8r 82 83 84 85 86 $7 88 89 90 91 92 93 Tot. 
Marriages 7. 39 33 5:4 44 4 4-636 -67 
Baptiſms, 12 19 6 12 10 14 12 / 11 13 6 9 13 6 130 
The regiſter of marriages is very exact, and there are none 
irregular ; ſo that the average may be ſtated at 4 + per annum. 
The regiſter of baptiſms is very inaccurate, and probably not 
one half of them entered, ſo that no concluſion can be drawn 
from it. There is no rcord whatever of deaths. Of artifi- 
cers there are in the pariſh, 2 maſons, g joiners, wrights, 


coopers, and turners, two of whom make a variety of muſi- 


cal inſtruments without any education for that purpoſe ; 6 
weavers, 3 black-ſmiths, 10 taylors, 6 country merchants, 4 
millers, 


millers and 2 47355 ; but wakes all have mall poſſeſſion of | 


hund to ſupport them as well as their trade. 


The pariſh: regiſter goes no farther back than 17 175 ated is 


ſo very irregular, that it is impoſſible ſrom it to procure any 
data for aſcertaining the ancient population of the pariſn, not 


eren at the time of the return to Dr Webſter. But that the 


number of inhabitants in the pariſh has decreaſed very great- 
ly, within a few years, is not to be doubted ; and the princi- 


pal cauſe ſeems to be the great encouragement given at A- 


berdeen by the manufactures to labouring people. This pa- 
in was, however, in all probability, much more populous 
190 years ago, than at the time of Dr Webſter's report; and 


the reaſon of the decreaſe ſeems to be, that by the wearing 


out of the moſſes, fuel has become ſcarcer than it was at 


that time; a reaſon which will {till tend to diminiſh the 
number of inhabitants, till a more improved ſtate of the 


country enable the people to ſupport the expence of coal. 


There are no prevalent difeafes in this parifh, excepting. 


the hooping cough, meaſles, and ſmall pox, none of which 
are fatal; the danger of the laſt is much abated by inocula- 


tion, which is becoming very general. There are ſeveral 


mineral ſprings in the pariſh, and though their waters are 


not ſtrong ; ſome of them have been attended with advan- 


ages. 


Character. In their general character, the people are well 
entitled to commenaation, ſor an obliging hoſpitable diſpo- 
btion, for their religious conduct, and regular attendance of 
divine worſhip, and for having laid aſide that quarrelſome 


temper which once prevailed, without adopting in its ſtead 


the ſpirit of litigiouſneſs that has ſucceeded it in many places ; 
but candour muſt acknowledge, though they poſleſs in gene- 
nal a laudable cecconomy, they have not. yet fully acquired 

thoſe 
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thoſe habits of labour and induſtry, that have bettered the bor by 
condition of the lower claſſes of people, in other parts of 9 
Scotland; an acquiſition which muſt always and every where 
be gradual in its beginnings, and ics it is hoped, a fey the la 


yrs will haſten on in this country. (5 end fe 
That predileQtion and prejudice in favour of ancient mode _—_ 
of huſbandry, which has {till ſome ſtrong roots in this corner, A 


is not ſo blameable, as it has been ſo very general, and exert- 
ed itſelf fo vigorouſly in every country, in the commencement 


* | 4 . & * . , T 
of improvements ; but when fair means are taken to open 
the eyes of the people, by examples and indiſputable experi- 
ments, perſevering in them is not ſo excuſeable ; and ſome Thi 
degree of this cenſure muſt be applied to our farmers, in per- _ 
liſting in their old praQtices, when they ſee 10 or 12 bolls of 4550 
grain raiſed by good huſbandry, where they could only raiſe It 
3 or 4, and excellent crops of turnips and artificial graffes, with 
where they denied the poffibility of producing them: This 8 
cenſure, however, is much leſs merited than it was, ſome : 

years ago; and the operations of a few Yours: more may 
_ it into applauſe. 
This account © cannot be conchuded better, than by a paper, found in the 
charter cheſt of Mr Farquharſon of Haughton, of a court of the barony ot 
Alford, during tne Uſurpation of the Convention Parliament of Scotland. 
The tranſaction which it records, ſhews, that the means which they or their 
| adherents (for the then proprictor of the barony was a moſt zealous cove- 
nanter) employed, to ſupply their treaſury, maintain their forces, and ſvp- II 
port their power, were not very diſſimular to thoſe that have been ſo recent. aith 
ly and tyrannically put in practice in a neighbouring Kingdom; for when Pit 
the low ſtate of agriculture, the genetal poverty of the country, and the fle. Th 
der means of the commonatty, at that time, are contraſted, with the heavi- hary 
neſs of the taxation impoſed, and the ſeverity of the regulations for cnfor- bis: 
cing payment, it is well entitled to be compared to a ſorced loan. | mod 
It furniſhes a ſtrong proof, that in this, as in every other country, arbitrarſ blei 
exactions have followed hard, aſter the fall of equitable government; and l 1 
is a ſiriking example of the burdens and oppreſſions, which, when lawful den 


authority 1s overturned, muſt be born, not only by the rich and the great, 
. hl 


9 . 479 


m but by the humble and the poor, by the 3 as well as the enemies of thoſe ' 
who ſubvert the order, the peace, and the juſtice of ſociety, 


of This paper demands attention, alſo, as affording ſome proof of the an- 
re cient population of this diſtrict. All the perſons taxed held poſſeſſions from 
* the laird, and were heads of families, with cottars, graſſmen, ſub-tenants. 


end ſervants under them, from whom they were to receive ſome relief of the 
burden of the tax. | 
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eg The number taxed by name is . 61 

er, And for the Kirkton of Alford there may be alowed . * 

rt ; N 

nt Total of families renting land 04 ; 

11 The number of thoſe who hold of the p oprietor at * is 40 | 
i- 1 5 . | Decreaſe 24 . 
me This decreaſe is a diminution of che number of families; and, if we ſup- 4 1 
er- poſe the numbers of ſervants &c. and ſub-tenants, was in proportion at that 7 
of time to the number of tenants, the total en of the number of ſouls muſt 1 9 
1 be very great. 7 
uſe It is proper to obſerve, that this eſtate was s formerly much better provided : 7 


es, with moſs than any other in the pariſh, or the country in general, which 
his may have occafioned a more than ordinary number of inhabitants. 


| The Court of the landis and barronie of Petfluge, Meikle Endovie, Band-; 


Tf ley, Badivin, and others pertinentts, with Aidgethen, Walhouſe, 
Midmill, Kirktoune of Alfuird, and thir pertinetts, be the richt 
thonourable Jon Forbes of Leſly, heritorr thereof, halden at Petflug, 

the the tent day of Aguſt, Iaivi and fourtie and aught years. Thomas 

7 of | Davidſone portioner, of Aigethen, bailzie; Williame Reid, clarke of 

— | court; George Touch in Dykeheid, officiar ; Dempſter the futtis, cal- 

heir let members prent, the court ſenſit in forme and maneir as eſſeirs. 

ve | | \ Sofa 

up- The ſaid day compeirit George Touch, in Dykeheid, and hes givven his 

ent ith to be honeſt and trew in ye office officiarie, in 7 ground and baronie of 

hen Pitfluge, ay and tyll he be diſchargit. 

hs The ſaid day compeirit Alexander Wat, being perſewit for to ber i in 

jp harveſt to Williame Pater ſone, in Bandley ; and being accuſit, hes givven 

or- 


his aith to be free of the ſaid perſute; and theirſoir, the ſaid Alexander Wat 
moſt pay his teynd of beir and aitts: fine the ſaid Alexander, his wyf 1 is o- 
ary bleigt to ſcheir in harveſt to Williame Paterſone in Bandley. 


5 The ſaid day, James Ingrabame in Mikill Endovie, is decerenit aud or- 
1 denirt be ye bailze, to go hame to Jon Couper, and mike his actuell reli- 
" gence 


dence in his meilling and ground, and to pey for the ſame as he hes pro. 

meiſſchet, and fic lyke to pay to James Winter, ſike deweties and ferm as he 
Hes promiſſit to him ſor this yeir, Ting as . ar NT] or elſs to pey 
the failze as the bailze decerns. 

Te ſaid day it is decernit to pey be Jon Smyth in 8 3 dollars for 
levie and tranſport moneyis to ye forces, betwixt this and the day aught dayes. 
Mr William Zong, in Cleymyr, | - twa dollers and aue half, 
Mr Patrike Innes, in Petflug, - ane doller. 

Mr Alexander Smyth, in Shathheid, . #4 dollers. 
Mr. George Touch, in Dykcheid, „ „I doller and ane half, 
Mr Andrew Smyth, in Bentts, . « ſourtie ſhilling. 


Jon Bainet, in Bentts, En 2 dollers, 
Jan Mitchell, yr,, + . "ES. 1 doller. 
James Chalmer, in Mikill Endovie, . ten mks. 
Duncan Mitchell, in Bandley, . . 3 dollers. 
Alexander Ritchie, in Bandley, ._ ten mks. 
Tomas Muſchant, cordiner, * I doller. 
William Jameſone, webſter, FDF 


James Ingrahame, tailzeorr, „ 1 Qobler;- 
Jon Mikie, ſmyth in Mekill Endovie, I mk, peyit. 
James Edie, milliart, +»  «<|  . 1 doller, peyit- 


Robert Gib, in Petflug. es . 1 doller. 
Mr Alexander Calder, in Famtowne. x doller, 
Mr James Mar, TS 2 40 fa. 
Mr James Marnoch, in Eleiche,. 4 1 doller, 
Mr Jon Walker, yr, 5 . 5 ET doller. 
Walter Robertſone, in Cleymyr, « 1 doller. 
Tomas Galloway, Mikill Endovie, I doller. 
William Forbes, in Mikill Endovie, fyvve mks. 
Elapit Wilſon, yr, . . . half doller. 
Adam Burner, yr, 5 Ss L half doller. 
Elſſpit Coupland, in Bandley, . . 1 mk. 
Alexander Wat, in Bandley, e ſourtie ſhillings pe yit. 
Jon Mitchell, in Badivin, ; - _ x doller, 

James Banie, in Badivin, s 6 1 doller. 
William Wyr, in Smiddiechil, , I doller, 
Alexander Mitchell, yr, ; . 1 merk. 
Jon Mikie, in Greyſtane, , 4 40 ſchilling, peyit. 
James Ed wart, in Aidgethen, „ ˙ » - 2 dollers, 
William Edwart, yr, 33 ; I doller. 


Adexander Yuill, « . FEET balf doller. | 
2 | | George 


Geor; 
Willi 
Willi 
Jon 7 
Andr 
Alexa 
jame 
Jame 
Jame 
Jon! 
Willi 
Jane 
Elrik 
Glen 
Edw: 
ichil! 
Ti 
to Ja 
Item 
Item. 
Item. 
Tame 
Iten 


Tem, 


of Alford. | 4% 


0. Georg Marnoch, in Mikill Endovie, 40 ſchillingee, 


he William Gilleſpie, in Elrike. Ft 20 ſchillinges. 
ey William Ritchie, in Bandley, 8 40 ſchillinges. 
| Jon Ander ſone, yeir, f 6 1 merk. 
for Andrew Barrie, Badivin, « «. 20 ſchilling. 
es. Alexander Criſtiſone, yr, . 

james Martin, in Aidgethen, . 4 libs. 

James Mortimer. yr, 4 5 1 mk. 

James Couper, ye zounger, . by 1 mk, 

Jon Pailzeor, in Alfuird, 3 „„ om 

William Perrie, in Walhous, ; p 20 {chilling. 


jane Scot, Mikill Endovie, and his nuriſh 2 20 ſchilling; Iſobell Mill, if 
Elrike, 10 ſchillmgs; Kirſtane Coutts in Bandley, 10 ſchillings; Margret 
Gleny yr, To ſchillings ; Ifobell Leang in Badivin, To ſchilſings; Margret 
Edwart, in * 10 {hillings ; Kirſtane Couper 1 in Aadgethien, 10 


ſchillings. 

The ſaid day it is Natut ad ordenit, be ye bailze, to pey and delyver peyit 
to James Wince in Mikill Endovie, 5 mks, 40 pence. 
7m Elſpet Storach in Bandley, „ F mks, and 40 pence. 
Item. the Leard himſelf for the maniſs, - . . 5 mks, and 40 pence. 
Item. Patrick Mortimer in Greyſtane, . 5 mks, and 40 pence. 
James Couper in Aidgethen, _. 5 ð mks and 40 pence. 
Item. William Forbes in Middlehill, ig 5 mks, and 40 Pence. 
Item. John Coupland in Bandley, , 5 mks, 40 pence, peyit. 


The ſaid day it is ordaipit and decernit, be ye bailze, that all the forſaid 
pet lons that peyis nocht the forſaid moncyis above written, betwix this and 
1d: day aught dayis, ſal be poyndit for the dowbill. Rs 

Im. the Kirktoune of Alfyird, the haill of it, 5 merks, 40 pence, pepit. 

The ſaid day it is ſtatut and ordainit, be ve laird and bailze, that the maſ- 
teris of the cotters, girſmen, and others, ſ-rvents that dwells with them, Ial 
be odleight for yeir ſervents; and gif the pey nocht their maiſteris, they ſal 
de pyndit ſor the dowbill, betwix this and ye daye aught daye-, of ye levie 
and tranſport moneyts, and the poyndis to be delyverit to ho maiſtrics and 
never to be relievyit agane. 

The £214 it is ſtatut and ordainit, that the ſorſaid act ſal be extendit to ye 
Over and Nether Hach, to ye tennentts, ſub- teneuts and occupicrs thereof, and 
le txecution to pals aganis yame for therr publick dewis, and levic money, 
in! tranſport moneyis, monthly mantenence, putting out of fit and horſe, 
conform to ye compt of debarſements to be equalie devydid amang yame, as 
Je relt of ye ground hes done. 

Continuis this court to ſeventie four hours warning. 
ge  Guliclmus Reid, notarius pubiicus ac teftis in prexiſſis, rogatus et requiſitus. 
| DavipsoNe, Belzie. 
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NUMBER XXIII. 
PARISH or KILBARCHAN, 


(County or RENTREw, PrESBYTERY OF PAISLEY, SYNOD 
oF GLAsGow AND AYR.) 


By the Rev. PATRICK MaxwELL, Mimigter, 


Name. 


6 9 name Kilbarchan, ſeems to have orginated from the 
perſon who firſt founded a place of worſhip here. _ 
Some, however, think the name compounded of three 
Gaelic words; viz. Kil, ſignifying chapel, bar or brae, a hill 
chan a valley or plain. According to this derivation, Kilbarch- 
an, means the chapel of the hill-bounded vale. 

This laft derivation is exactly deſcriptive of the local pol: 
tion of the village, in which the church is ſituated. It is built 
upon a declivity, which terminates in a plain towards the 
South, through which runs a clear rivulet, of the ſame name. 
It is ſurrounded on three ſides, with hilly grounds, having 
the Banks Brae to the South-weſt, the lands of Law to the 

ED North 


3D 


of Kilbarchan. 483 


FO LEP and the Bar Brae to the Ea, all moſt beautiful- 
ly adorned with thriving plantations of trees. 


Extent, Boundaries, Rivers. — The pariſh of Kilbarchan is 
betwixt 8 and 9 miles in length, from Weſt to Eaſt. Its 
greateſt breadth is 5 miles, two where narroweſt ; and its 
average breadth about 3 miles. Its whole ſurface may a- 
mount to about 24 ſquare miles. It is bounded on the South 
and Eaſt by the water of Black Cart, which runs from the 
Jakes of Kilburnie and Lochwinnock, on the Weſt ; on the 
North by Cryfe water, which takes its riſe in Duchal muir, 
in the adjoining pariſh of Kilmacolm ; theſe two ſtreams 
form a junction at the North-eaſt corner of the pariſh +. 


3 9 | | Climate, 


+ There is alſo a conſiderable rivulet, named Locher, which has its ſource | 
in Lochwinnock muir, and divides the pariſhes of Lockwinnock and Kilma- 


colm, before it enters this pariſh, It then runs nearly the whole length of 
the pariſh, parallel to the two ſtreams above mentioned ; ſorming, in its pro- 
greſs, ſeveral beautiful caſcades, of which to convey a proper . would 
require the pencil. | 

The whole fall of the Black Cart is occupied with cotton mills, four of 
which are ſituated in the Abbey pariſh of Paiſley, on the ſouthern bank of 
the river, and one on the Northern bank, to be afterwards deſcribed. 


From the Gryfe on the North, this county derived its moſt ancient name 


of Strathgryfe, The tide makes about a mile up both Gryfe and Cart, and they 
are navigable to that extent from their point of junction. But from the cot- 
ton mills erected on Cart, it is aſcertained that the elevation of Kilburnie 


loch, above the level of the ſea, does not exceed 84 feet. This loch runs in- 
differently, either Eaſtward or Weſtward, and might eaſily be conveyed Eaſt- 


ward by a canal to Paiſly and Glaſgow, or Weſtward to the ocean, 
Gryfe, Cart, and Locher abound with ſalmon, pyke, trout, parr. The 


ſalmon are caught in June and July, weigh from 3 to 8 lb., and bring about 


3d. per lb. The other fiſh are ſeldom ſold. 

The whole pariſh is abundantly ſupplied with ſprings and rivulets of very 
pure water, which is of great advantage to the bleachers ſettled here, in 
Whitening their cloth, In the low part of the pariſh, where the ſoil is deep 
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Climate, Surface, Soil. —The climate is very v wet, but is not 
eſteemed unhealthy, 


The eaſtern diviſion of the pariſh is a flat, level country, 


the weſtern is hilly and in part rocky. About one third of 
the Eaſt and North-eaſt, confiſts of a very deep clay. 

Of this eaſtern diviſion, 500 acres are occupied by a moſs 
from 7 to 9 feet in depth; the common property of Lord 
Semple, Mr Spiers of Elderſlie, Mr Cunningham of Craig- 
ends, and Mr Napier of Blackſtone. About an acre of this 
moſs is annually taken off in peats, by the neighbouring in- 
habitants. The ſoil below is a deep white clay, where has 
formerly been a foreſt. The oak is perfectly freſh ; the o- 
ther kinds of timber are rotten. The ſtumps in general are 
ſtanding in their original poſition. The trees are all broken 


over at about the height of 3 feet, and are lying from South- : 


veſt to North-eaſt. So wherever you ſee a ſtump, you are 


ſure to find a tree to the North- eaſt. How an oak tree could 


break over at that particular place, I never could underſtand. 
But we may be allowed to form a conjecture, that before the 


tree fell, the moſs had advanced along its ſtem, and rotted 
it there. Wood, immerſed in a wet body, is found to decay 


firſt at the ring between the wet and the dry. 


The theory of moſſes is now illuſtrated in a ſatisfactory 


manner. They have all been woods at a former period. 
Theſe being cut, or falling down, hindered the water from 
getting off the ground where they lay. This encouraged the 
_ moſs plants to grow over them. Theſe plants, while rotting 
below, continue to grow above. Hence a moſs continually 
increaſes ; in depth. The poſition of the trees in moſt moſſes, 

irom 


clay, the ſprings are leſs frequent; and the rivulets become muddy in their 
progreſs, But the inhabitants have adopted the method of purifying thei: 
water, by filtering ſtones, which renders it as good as any in the world. 


dt 
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from South-weſt, to North-eaſt, inſtead of being an objec- 
tion, confirms this hypotheſis ; for all our trees are bent in 
this direction, by the prevailing current of our winds. 

tree, whether cut down or decaying, naturally falls in the 
direction to which it leaned while growing. The Romans 
produced many moſſes by cutting down the woods, to which 


our anceſtors fled for ſhelter. Others have doubtleſs been 
produced from woods allowed to fall through decay. | 


From what has been obſerved of the quick growth of moſs, 
it ſhould ſeem that this one is not very ancient. What con- 
firms this opinion is, that many places round this, and other 


moſſes In this country, ſtill retain the name of avood. As 


Fulwood, Linwood, Birchenhead, Woodhead, Woodſide, 
Oak-Shaw-head, {paw is abo ) Walkinſhaw, &c. 
| Advancing weſtward from this flat and level part of the 


pariſh, where the ſoil is of a deep Riff clay, the ſurface be- 
comes diverſified with gentle rifings. The ſoil here conſiſts 


of a more friable and loamy clay, intermixed with ſtones. 
Two thirds of the pariſh weſtward is of a light and ſhallow 
fol, compoſed of the mouldered particles of whin rocks, on 
which it reſts. This ſoil, where of ſufficient depth, is ex- 
tremely fertile. As you advance weſtward, the ground be- 
comes more and more rocky, with patches of the ſame light 


ſhallow ſoil, interpoſed between the rocks. Among the rocks 


are ſeveral ſwamps, which proper draining would reduce to an 
excellent ſoil. In theſe higher parts, there is very little heath, 


and, with a little lime, theſe ſhallow ſoils produce graſs and 


corn of an excellent quality. 

The rocks here are wholly compoſed of whin. Many of 
chem have a baſaltic appearance. The north ſide of the Bar- 
hill is a baſaltic perpendicular rock; though not very regular 
im its formation, All the low part of the parith abounds in 


excellent 
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excellent free · ſtone, and the north-weſt with Oſmond ſone, 
in great requeſt for ovens *. 


Antiquitie, 


2 Mr Napier of Blackſtone has planted about I 5 acres of moſs bent, that 
is, the ſtuff leſt after the peat is taken off, with trees of all kinds. hey have 
been planted about 17 years, and are in a TAY * ng grow- 
ing upon 4 feet of moſs. | 
in the year 1767, James Milliken of Milliken, Eſq; planted a number of 
fir, with a mixture of other trees, on the Bar-brae, among tremendous and 
precipitous rocks, which he had encloſed for that purpoſe. He made a fine 
toot-paſlage from his houſe, around the bottom of the rocks, among the brok- 
en fragments of baſalts, formerly impaſſable. It is amazing to ſee the pro. 
greſs the different kinds of fir have made among theſe rugged rocks, How- 
ever, I find the pines anſwer beſt on a rocky ſoil, as their fibres find crevices 
in which they ſecurely fix themſelves, and often form a kind of net-work a. 
round the ſtones. Here they are better ſecured againſt the violence of the 
winds, and ſuffer leſs from the ſummer's drought, than when they are plant- 
ed in a light gravelly ſoil. In this laſt ſituation, their horizontal fibres can 
have but little hold of the earth, and their perpendicular roots are ſo ſmall 
that they are caſily ſhaken with the wind. If they be planted where there 
| is a clay bottom, the damp of it chills them. Upon this eſtate of . 
there are about 80 acres of thriving planting. 
At Craigends, the property of Mr Cunningham, there are 30 acres ol 
haieg, in which are found ſome very ſtately old aſh, elm, and plane trees, 
ſuperior to any in the pariſh, One aſh, in particular, deſerves attention. lt 
meaſures 5 feet in diameter at 18 inches above the ground, The trunk, which 
is perfectly ſtraight, riſes 45 feet without a branch, and its me is in propore 
tion to the whole. 
Dr Colquhoun purchaſed in 1787, upon the higher grounds, north weſt ol 
the pariſh, 369 acres, on which there was then no planting. In 178g and 
2790, he planted about 16 acres with all kinds of trees, in large clumps. He 
thought this ſufficient for an experiment; but as the plantations are thriving 
beyond his moſt ſanguine expectation, he does not mean to ſtop. 
This ſeaſon, 1794, Mr M Dowal of Walkingſhaw is employed planting 
trees of every kind on ſome rocky ſpots on the north-weſt of the pariſh, ln 
deed it were to be wiſhed the ſeveral proprietors would plant off all the rock) 
ſpots in the high and weſtern parts of the pariſh, The experiments alreadj 
made, ſhew that the planting would thrive. The intermediate ſpots, which 
admit the plough, ſhould be kept as much! in paſture as poſſible: for the fel 
being 


of Kiharcban. 437 


| Antiquities — About 2 miles weſt of the village, on an 
elevated plain, is ſituated a huge ſtone, called Clocho- 
drick. This name is ſuppoſed to be a corruption of the 
words Cloch o Druide, the ſtone of the Druids. It conſiſts of 
the ſame ſpecies of whinftone of which the neighbouring 
hills are compoſed. This ſtone is about 22 feet long, 17 
feet broad, and 12 feet high. It is of a rude oval figure, 
extending Eaſt and Weſt ; but ſeveral fragments have been 
broken off, either from deſign, or by the injuries of the wea- 
ther. It ſeems to reſt in a narrow baſe below, and perhaps, 
like other druidical ſtones, was capable of being moved; but 
the lower part is now filled up with ſtones gathered from 
the land, over which the graſs is growing. From the weſt- 
ern (ide, there is a gradual aſcent to the eaſt, which is the 
higheſt part. At ſome diſtance round, are ſeen a few large 
grey ſtones 3 but whether they once made a part of a ſa- 
cred incloſure, or are merely accidental, cannot now be aſ- 
certained, as the land where they ly is in tillage ; and it is 
probable, the moſt moveable of them have been carried off. 
A ſmall rivulet runs to the weſtward of the ſtone. There 
are no remains of a ſacred grove, except a ſolitary tree. 
It appears, that this ſtone has been hewn from an elevated 
rock, a little to the Eaſt, on which ſtands a farm houſe, call- 
ed alſo, Clochodrick ; but, by what mechaniſm it was 
| | 1 brought 


being very light, too much ploughing makes it hove. Were it once well 
ſwarded, it were better to lop-dreſs the graſs, and keep it in a as long 
as it remains good. 

In the ſouthern part of the pariſh, the property of Mr M Dowal of Garth- 
land, there are 40 acres of wood without, and 13 acres within this policy. 
But as this gentleman's extenſive plantations are partly in the pariſh of Loch- 
winnoch, and partly in this pariſh, an account of them was given along with 
the particulars relative to Lochwinnoch, wherein his houſe is ſituated, 

There are ſeveral beautiful and thriving plantations, to the Weſt and 
North Weſt of the village, belonging to the Meſſts Barbours, and to Mr 
Vpiers, which we had occaſion to mention already. 


488 8 tatiſtical Account 


1 


brought to its preſent Ane, exceeds our powers to deter: 
mine. | | 8 
All rude nations ſeem to have made uſe of bah external 
objects, as incentives to their devotion. This practice was 
not peculiar to any ſect of religion, but to a particular pe- 
riod of civilization and manners. A huge ſtone, detached 
from all others, was a conſpicuous object, round which the 
people could aſſemble; and where they could ſee what was 
going on, while the prieſts offered ſacrifice, or performed 
their ſacred rites. : 
They were careful, alſo, to chooſe ſuch ſituations as might 
either depreſs the mind with gloom and melancholy, or ele- 


vate by the magnificent ſcenery of nature. For this laſt 


purpoſe, the ſtone we ſpeak of is well ſituated ; for it com- 
mands a moſt magnificent proſpect, eaſtward of the vale of 
Clyde, below, and weſtward of the lakes of Lochwinnoch 
aud Kilburnie ; while the bare rocks behind add to the gran- 
deur of the ſcene.* 


11 ines, 


North from Clochodrick, on the other fide of the hills, ſtands an old 
narrow. caſtle, anciently the reſidence of the Knoxes. About I 20 yards South 
Ealt of this caſtle, on an elevated rock, which overtops the caſtle, is a green 
bill, all of forced earth. It is now named Cafile-bill, The aſcent from the 
South and Eaſt, is gradual; from the North and Weſt, it is ſteep and diff 
cult. This earthen hill is of a quadrangular form; the ſides facing the ſour 
cardinal points. A trench, dug out of the ſolid rock, ſurrounds its baſe, on 
the Laſt and part of the North and South ſides, The Weſt fide, fronting the 
old caſtle, reſts on the edge of the ſteep rock. Each ſide of this hill or mound, 
is about 30 yards at the bottom, and 19 at the top. It is 7 yards in height, 
The top, though in ſome parts defaced, ſeems to be a hollow ſquare, with a 
parapet all round it. There has been an entrance into it on the Eaſtern 
fide. | FR | 

From this mount are ſeen five other artificial mounds, three in Houſton 
and Killallan, and two in Kilmacolm, called Zaws ; owing, it is thought by 
the people here, to their having been places where juſtice was adminiſtered. 

But moſt of theſe Laws are of a conical figure ; and though, in ſevdal 


times, 


times, 
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Mines, Coal, Limeflone —There are ſeven different coal 


mines in the pariſh, all the property of the Milliken family, 
except one, the property of Mr Cunningham of Craigends. 


Lime-ſtone is found connected with the coal at each of theſe 


mines. Only 4 of them are at preſent wrought, and at 3 of 


them, no coal is ſold but the ſplint, the reſt being conſumed 


in burning the lime. But the fourth produces more coal than 
is conſumed upon the lime. The overplus is Told 3 but is 


Vot .... 1 not 


times, they might have been uſed as places of rendezvous, where chiefs and 
vaſſals might ſettle their diſputes, yet they appear to have been originally 
burrows, or monuments erected over the bedies of warriors. 

I am inclined to think this mound has been a fort, or out-poſt of the Ro- 
mans, when ſtationed at Paiſley, and intended to keep the inhabitants of the 
mountains in check. It commands a full view of the Roman camp at Paiſley, 
diſtant about 6 miles, and might communicate with 1t by ſignals. . 

A little to the Eaſt oſ the caſtle, there are the veſtiges of an old Romiſh 


chapel ; though nothing remains but the foundation, yet the preſent tenant, 


Robert Donaldſon, ſays, his father remembered the walls 3 feet high. The 
oor was of clay, which being dug, contained human bones. The farm iz 
called Prieſton ; and the houſe remains the ſame as when the priett lived in 
it. | | | | 

On the top of Bar-hill, formerly mentioned, in a commanding ſituation, 


are the remains of an old Daniſh encampment, it conſiſts of a ſemi-circular | 
parapet of looſe ſtones towards the South, and defended, on the North, by the 


perpendicular baſaltic rocks, already mentioned, The tradition concerning 
it among the people here, is, that it was an encampment of the celebrated Sir 
William Wallace: and they ſhew a pinnacle of rock, where they ſay Wale 


lace fat, while he enticed the Englifh forces into a bog at the bottom of the 


rock, where they periſhed. But as our hiſtorians make no mention of this, 
am inclined to think the fortification, from its circular ſorm, oi Daniſh ori- 
gin, ER | | 

There are two other ruinous caſtles, one to the Weſt, anciently the feat 


a the Crawſords; but now demoliſhed almoſt to the ſourdation. This caftle, 


with the lands annexed to it, were called Achinames, which in Gaelic means 
ite field of butter. The other, on the North-weſt, on the lands of Penneld, is 


lad to be built by one of the name of Hale; but he being Killed 1 in the in- 


trim, it was never finiſhed. 
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not in great requeſt, as coal of a much ſuperior quality i; 
brought from the neighbouring 5 of Paiſſey. This 


5 coal is furniſhed at 6d. enen cwt. 


Eccleſiaſtical State. The hands was built, or rather te. 
built, in 1724, and is very commodious. It is ſituated in the 
village. There 1s alfo in the village, a houſe of worſhip for 
perſons of the Relief perſuaſion, and another on the hills, a 
bout a mile to the weſt, belonging to the Seceders. 5 
The manſe formerly ſtood in the village, and the glebe in 
different parcels around. But in 1752, the glebe and manſe 
were excambiated, at the requeſt of Mr Milliken of Milliken, 
the patron, who wiſhed to acquire the glebe for the purpoſe 
of feuing it for building, The manſe now ftands on a beau- 
tiful eminence one-eighth of a mile ſouth of the town, in the 
centre of the glebe, which is 164 acres, all encloſed and ſub- 
divided. The ſtipend is 7 chalders of meal, 2001. Scotch in 
money, with an augmentation obtained in 1792, of 351. Ster- 
ling. Computing the meal at 18. per peck, the ſtipend a- 
mounts to 1411. 4s. cid. communion elements included. 
The patronage of the church is veſted in the family of Mil- 
liken. The church formerly belonged to the Abbey of Paiſ- 
at | 


Remarkable Perfons. 5 Rxox, the celebrated Scottiſh 
reformer, was deſcended from a very ancient family 1 in this 
pariſh. His anceſtors were originally proprietors of the lands 
of Knock, in the pariſh of Renfrew, from whence the family 
derived the firname of the Knocks, or Knox. They aiter- 
wards obtained the lands of Craigends, and of Ranfurly, both 
in this pariſh, and reſided long at the old Caſtle of Ranſurly 
already deſcribed. In proof of what we here aſſert, we refer 

to Semple's hiſtory of Renfrew-ſhire, This family failed in 
| 1 the 
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3 "tal 
is le perſon of Mr Andrew Knox, a clergyman of the moderate 4 


tis party, in the reign of King James the VI. and much eſteemed 
by men of all parties. On the reſtoration of biſhops, King 
James tranſlated him to the biſhoprick of the Ifles 1606; and 
e- in 1622, to the Epiſcopal ſee of Rapho in Ireland. He died 
he 1622. This biſhop had a ſon, Thomas Knox, who ſucceed- 
or en his father in the Epiſcopacy of the Illes, but died ſoon af- 
2 ter his promotion “. of 
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# * The Semples of Beltrees, whoſe reſidence was at Thirdpart, now the 

Ie property of Mr M*Dowall of Garthland, were a very antient family in this 

n, pariſh, and deſcended from the noble family of Semple. From this family, 4 | 

ole ſeveral remarkable perſons have ſprung. As, rſt, Sir James Semple, who was | 

u- a great favourite of James VI. while King of Scotland, and by him ſent am- | 

Ne baſſador to Queen Elizabeth. There is yet extant, a letter, written by King 90 
James, dated Sept. gth, 1599, to Mr James Semple of Belltrees, while am- "A 

b. baſſador as London, ordering him to pay Robert Fowlis, from the firſt of 1 

in his ſalary as ambaſſador, the ſum of one hundred pounds ſterling, for certain | 8 

To yurpoſes, therein mentioned There is alſo a paſſport for his return from the 1 

3 Court at Richmond, the 23d of February 1599, ſigned by « Thomas Egerton, 1 
George Hunſday, William Knollys, Thomas Buckhurſe, Robert North, Ro- 1 

1 bert Cecyll,” the miniſters of Elizabeth. In the year 1601, after he had been 43 

ne made a Knight Bachelor, he was ſent ambaſlador to France, and there is {till 4 

il. extanc, a paſſport, or order, from the Court at Richmond, the fourth of Of. 1601. ih 
to have him conducted with all due reſpect, befitting the dignity of an am- A 
baſtador, through England to Dover, on his way to France, ſigned Ro. Ce- 175 

th . Theſe papers are ſtill in the poſſeſſion of his deſcendants. | 7 

5 This gentleman poſſeſſod a poetical talent, and was author of the Pockman 

us and the Prieſt, a Satire on the abſurdities of Popery, the great ſubje& which 

ds then agitated the minds of men. ; | 

ly ad, Robert Semple, ſon, and ſucceſſor of this Sr Jags was author of an 

1 *pitaph and Elegy, on Habie Simpſon, Piper of Kilbarchan, 

h | Who on his bags, wore bonie flags, 

He made his cheeks as red as crimſon, 


J And bobbed when he blo'ed the bags, 

1 This piece is too long for inſertion ; but it has acquired much local cele- 

n urity. 

F 3d, Francis, ſon of Robert, was an adherent of the Stewart Family, Hz 

wrote ſeveral Panegy rics on James II. white Duke of York and Albany; and 
on 
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Bridges, Road. — The bridges are in good repair, and 

the roads, though not the very beſt, are better than in any 

neighbouring pariſh. The roads are moſtly made by private 

gentlemen, with the aſſiſtance of the ſtatute labour. Any 

repair they get, is from the ſtatute labour, which is paid in 

kind, and no commutation . except for the inhabi- 
tants of the village. 


A toll- road is now making from Paiſley to Newport, Glaſ- 
gow, by the bridge of Johnſon, and Kilmacolm, which paſſes 
through this pariſh. Another is in contemplation, from 

| Paiſley 


on the birth of his children; alſo, ſatires upon the Whigs, ſome of which ſtil 
remain in Manuſcript. He was alſo author of two pieces of conſiderable 
merit; the firſt intitled, The bani/ſbment of Poverty, and the wn, the cele- 
brated Scotch ſong—Sbe roſe and let me in. 

4. Robert Semple, grandſon of Francis, we mention, as a remarkable in- 
ſtance of longevity. He died 1789, aged 108 years. He was the firſt in the 
nomination of Juſtices of the Peace for Scotland, in the year 1708, being the 
year after the Union. Towards the cloſe of life, his memory gradually failed 
him, Two anecdotes of his early life, remained impreſſed upon his memo. 
ry, after every other circumſtance was forgotten. The firſt was, his being 
preſent, while the witches were burnt at Paiſley, the laſt deteſtable exhibition 
of that kind in Scotland, which happened 1697 *. The ſecond was, his hav- 
ing ſeen Peter the Great, Czar of Ruſlia, at Archangel, who, amuſing bim- 
ſelf with ſome ſea animals in a pond, one of them ſnapped at him, and bit 
the cock off his hat. This laſt occurrence he continued to gent to the day 
of his death, aſter he had forgotten every other. | 

Among the remarkable perſons connected with this pariſh, we may men- 
tion James Milliken, of Milliken, Eſq. He was the firſt who introduced ru- 
ral improvements into the pariſh, on an extenſive ſcale. He adorned his et- 
tate with plantations, arranged with great taſte, He inchoſcd, drained, fal- 
lowed, and reduced his lands into an elegant form, He firſt excited a taſte 
for good roads in the pariſh, many of which he made at his own expence. 
It his improvements he ſpared no expence, eſteeming nothing done, while 
any thing remained undone, He died An, 1776, much lamented by the poor, 
en account of his extenſive charity, 


5 Semple's Hiſtory of Renfrewſhire, 
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d Paiſley by Linwood, interſeCting the eaſtern part of the pa- 
y ziſh, until it forms a junction with the new toll road from 
e Glaſgow to Greenock. Theſe roads will be of great advan- 
y tage to the pariſh, and make it the thorovgh-fare between the 
in ſouthern counties, and the ports of Clyde. 


Pepulation.—The numbers, as ſtated in Dr Webſter's liſt | 
. in 1755, were, 1485. IE 


AgSTRACT OF THE POPULATION OF KilLBARCHAN PARISH, 
As taken by aftual Survey inthe year 1791. 

In Tur CounTRY, In ru Town, Torx. 
Number of Families, 172 A A 391 ON 563 
Males, . 440 - - 762 . 1202 
Females, 482 . - 822 ff 


ile 


Under Io, ; I94 ; . . 5 465 0 659 


From 10 to 20, 
From 20 to 50, 


From 50 to 70, 


Above 70, 0 
Servants, | 


Looms, : 
Horſes, 0 


34 


242 


285 
598 
202 
34 


15 


494 


78 
334 
41 


227 


417 
261 


Rent, U. 454% . . . 


Cows, A 1277 5 F 42 0 1319 
L. 4542 


From this table it appears, that the number of ſouls in the 
pariſh, when the liſt was taken, was, 2500, viz. 1202 males, 


and 1304 females. Of theſe, Co: belong to the eſtabliſhed. 


church; there are about 30 Cameronians; all the reſt are of 
the Burgher, or Kelief perſuaſion. | 
The population in the village, 1740, did not exceed 40 fa- 
milies. Since that time, there is an increaſe of 35 1 families, 
which, upon an average, is about 7 families yearly. 155 
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In the year 1774, when Semple took a liſt of the popula- 
tion for his Hiſtory of Renfrewſhire, there were, in the vil. 


lage, . PEE 
Families, Males, | Females. NI. & F. Na ons 
304 a ͤ i ee ant. 048 © the 
In the country there were. 1121 | 
Souls in the Pariſh are, £1 2305 


From this ſtatement, it appears, that the population of the 
country part of the pariſh, has diminiſhed 199, ſince the year 
1774; but the population of the village has increaſed 400. 
Increaſe upon the whole, 201. 

From 1774 to 1782, there was an increaſe in the village 
of 180 looms, and 24 new houſes. 'The villages had not in- 
creaſed much ſince that time, owing to the cotton mills e- 
refed within a mile of Kilbarchan, on Mr Houſton's eſtate, 


in the pariſh of Paiſley, which have attracted the population 


to that quarter. 
The diminution of the country population, and increaſe 


of the town, may be aſcribed to the immenſe demand for 


manufacturing labour, which took place ſoon after the con- 
cluſion of the American war. Yet the country has not fuf- 
fered in its cultivation, A greater proportion has indeed 
been thrown into paſture, which, inſtead of being a loſs, is an 
advantage. 


One circumſtance muſt ftrike every perſon, who peruſes 


our table of population, that the number of ſemales in the 
country, exceeds the males by 42, and, in the town, they ex- 
| ceed the males by 60. This may perhaps be accounted for 
by ſuppoſing that the farmer's keep mare female ſervants 
than males, for the management of their dairies, while their 
younger ſons are ſent to towns, and trained to buſineſs. Ii 
the village, on the other hand, the bleachfields, and cotton 
manufactories, which have long prevailed, require more fe- 
males than males. 

The 
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The village is built of excellent freeſtone, procured from 
à neighbouring quarry of very great depth, on the weſtern 
declivity of the Bar- hill, already mentioned. One remarkable 
circumſtance attending this quarry, is, that the freeſtone has 
coal over it, and whinſtone above the coal, next the ſurface. 
The northern fide of the Bar-hill is perpendicular baſalt, in- 
cumbent upon coal, which was formerly wrought to a con- 
fderable extent. This fact ſeems to overturn the prevailing 
theories of Natural . 


Living, Dreſs and Manners —AIl claſſes of people live 
better now than they did formerly. Oatmeal and potatoes 
make a great part of the food of the lower people. About 
20 years ago, tea and butcher's meat were very ſeldom taſted 
by any of the lower ranks. Now they are more or leſs uſed 
by people of every deſcription. The people are, in general, 
ſober and induſtrious. If they indulge in any extravagance, 
it is chieſly in the article of dreſs; in this they are much 
more gay and ſplendid than formerly. At the ſame time, 
they are daily acquiring more politeneſs and urbanity of 
manners. 


Emigration, —There have been no emigrations from the 
pariſh theſe 14 years; but this year, 1794, 3 families have 
emigrated! to America, and many more are preparing to fol- 
low, from the fatal decay of trade, and want of employment. 


Wars, —In former wars, a number of tradeſmen were wont 
to go to ſea, particularly to privateers, where they expected 
better wages, and were more certain of prize-money, than in 
the navy. But they ſeldom remained longer than the war 
laſted. In the preſent war, 55 young men have gone from the 
ſillage to the army, and 15 to the navy; beſides others from 
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the country, as they ſay, from pure neceſſity, It is remarkable, 
that thoſe who formerly went to the ſea ſervice, on their re. 
turn, generally turned out drunken and diſſipated ; thoſe a. 
gain, who returned from the army, generally —— ſober and 
mquſtrious, l 


Charitable Societies —There are three charitable ſocietiesin 
Kilbarchan ; 1/, The farmers ſociety, which has accumulat- 
ed a capital of 8 50l. Sterling: 2d, The general ſociety, con- 


fiſling of heritors, merchants, and tradeſmen, has accumu- 


lated a capital of 400l.: 3d, The weavers ſociety, has accu- 


mulated little capital, from exceſſive burdens ; but has been 


of very great uſe, and relieved much diſtreſs, | 


Peor.—The poor, in ſo far as they are not relieved by theſ: 
charitable aſſociations, are ſupported by a voluntary aſſeſs- 
ment annually impoſed, added to what arifes from the ſeſſions 
funds. Formerly the poor were ſupported by church collec- 
tions, intereſt of money accumulated, money ariſing from 
mortcloths, marriages, &c. But, from the increaſe of trade 
and population, and, conſequently, of the poor, theſe funds 
proved inadequate. In July 1785, the method of aſſeſſment 
was recurred to, and was levied as follows: The land paid 
at the rate of 3d. per Scots of valuation, one half being paid 
by the landlord, the other by the tenants. This produced 
781. 9s. 34d. There was levied upon the houſeholders, in 
the town and country part of the pariſh 211. 10s, 824, The 
ſeſſions funds produced from 101. to 121. The amount being 
from 1 10l. to 1121. then levied for the relief of the pool. 
The aſſeſſment has been gradually increaſing, and now a- 
mounts to about 140l. a year. 

This fund is managed by fiſteen perſons, annually choſen 


en the 1ſt Friday of November; five of whom are heritors, 
five 
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fre tenants, and five houſeholders. To theſe the kirk ſeſſion 
are added. The poor are ſubdivided into claſſes, each claſs 


being under the inſpection of an overſeer. None can be re- 


ceived upon the pgor's liſt, unleſs they make a diſpoſition of 
their effects, to be ſold after their deceaſe, for the benefit of 


the poor : Any two overſeers can draw upon the treaſurer, for 
occaſional relief, either to thoſe upon the liſt, when unfor- 
ſeen diſtreſſes come upon them, or to thoſe who are not upon 
the liſt 3 but whoſe ſituation may require a temporary relief. 


LIST oF MARRIAGES AND BAPTISMS. 


Marriages. Baptiſins F. 

1781 V 49 
82 : : 3 57 
83 ; ; 23 ; 0 60 
84 . 5 s. , 72 

7: VVV 80 
36 0 i 20 : 5 58 
87 5 b 24 0 0 47 
88 5 a 27 s ; 34 
S 5-20 a . 32 
go V 5 7 "WE 


Death. — The account of deaths has not been accurately 


kept; only I noticed, that in the year 1790, they were 82; 
but 1 dare ſay, more than one third of them came from the 
towns of Johnſton and Quarreiton. 


Agriculture. In giving an account of the agriculture of 
this pariſh, we muſt diſtinguiſh between the high and rocky 


diviſion, and the low and level part, as in each of theſe the 


practice differs in ſeveral particulars. 


Vol.. XV, 38 Haſtern 


$ Since the year 1786, when the Relicf Mecting took place, the baptiſms 
have decreaſed, as very few of that ſociety, or of the burghers, regiſter their 
children. But from the proportion of baptiſms to marriages, I think their 


Ronld be, at an aserage, between 90 and 199 births yearly, 
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Eaſtern Diviſun Fences, The Eaſtern, or low part of the 
pariſh, is moſtly encloſed, in ſome places, with ſtone dykes, 
but chiefly with hedge and ditch. The thorns are either 
planted in the face of the earth, thrown from the ditch, or 
on the top. Another practice prevails here, of building a 
parapet of ſtone, about three or four feet high, on the edge 
of their ditch, and then they either plant the thorns perpen- 
dicular on the top, or ſtick them in the face of their wall, 
drawing the beſt of the earth to the roots. The laſt method 
anſwers very well, and the hedge requires no pailing, or 
weeding. Theſe fences are either put up by the tenants, 
who have acquired new leaſes, or by the landlords, when 


they ſet the farms. It were to be wiſhed, they were at great. 
er pains to clean the ditches, and take off water from the 
roots of the thorns ; and that ſportſmen, and others, who go 
through the fields, would take the trouble of going round by 


a gate, and not croſs a hedge, as treſpaſſes of this kind have 


produced many inſufficient fences, after years of care be- 


itowed upon tl. em. 


. Farms.—Vhe medium ſize of farms here is from 40 to 
60 acres. There is one farm, occupied by Mr Roger, of 
222 acres, all in excellent order. 


Rent.—-Some ſpots are rented at from 50 to 60 s.; but 
the medium rent is from 25 to 308. per acre It is thought, 
by perſons of experience, that were the lands out of leaſe, 
they could bear an addition of 5 s. at an average. 


About 50 years ago, the uſual rent of good land was a- 
bout 5 s. per are. 30 years ago, it role to about 10s. 20 
years ago, it roſe to about 20s. Yet the tenants are more 


wealthy, and live much more comfortably now, than at any 
former period. "Theſe facts ſhew, that the riſe of rent has 


uniformly 
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uniformly kept pace with the progreſs of manufactures and 


population. Indeed land is of no value, without inhabitants 


to cultivate, and conſume the fruits of it. 


Rotation.—1ſt, oats ; 2d, oats; 3d, potatoes, or barley, with 
dung. If barley, laid down with graſs ſeeds. After pota- 
toes, generally oats, with graſs ſeeds, or 2 crops of hay, paſ- 
tured 3 or 4 years. About one-third of the farm in crop, 


two-thirds paſture and hay. 
It was formerly uſual to interpoſe a crop of beans between 


the two firſt crops of oats, but the ſeaſons have been ſo wet 
of late years, that they could not get them ſown early enough 
in ſpring, or dried in autumn. From this cireumſtance, the 


practice has been generally abandoned. Some farmers have 
tried wheat; but after their ground was prepared, the exceſ- 


five autumnal rains have either prevented them from ſowing 
it, or they were obliged to ſow it at a bad time, and ir did 
not thrive. 

It were much to be wiſhed, din the proprietors of land 
would endeavour to introduce a more commodious ſyſtem of 
cropping. Where the farmers depend chiefly upon one kind 


of crop, their labour comes upon them all in a hurry, and 


they ate obliged to keep more horſes and ſervants, than if 
their work were divided by a regular ſucceſſion of objects. 

I am apt to think, that the great population centered here 
by cotton mills, &c. points out the dairy, and fattening for 
the butcher, as proper objects of cultivation. Were farmers 
to manage ſo as to have a proportion of cows to calve before 
winter; or, in place of them, allot a few cattle ſor winter 


ſeeding, they might prepare for them a proportion of cabba- 


ges, carrots, turnips, and winter vetches; and, for houſe feed- 


ing in ſummer, a patch of red clover ſown wich barley, to be 
cut green, and given to the milch cows. Theſe craps would 
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come in regular ſucceſſion, and not overburden them with 
labour at any particular period. By feeding much in the 
houſe, great quantities of dung would be produced. Though 
potatoes grow here in perfection, and anſwer well for theſe 
purpoſes, they never think of giving them to cattle, as they 
have a ready market at hand for all they can produce. In 
wet ſeaſons they might plough in wheat and beans, with a 


light horſe, yoked in a drill plough, wan harrows could not 
be uſed. 


Poratoer.— On ſome ſpots round the moſs formerly de- 
ſcribed, they raiſe excellent potatoes in narrow lazy beds. 
They cover the ſets with about eight or ten inches of moſs, 
dug from the trench early in the ſeaſon. When drought 
comes on, they ſet fire to the lazy beds, and the aſhes ſerve 


as manure, In other places, the potatoes are generally plant- 
64 and dreſſed by the plough ; in drills, 


Manures.— Their dung, accumulated in winter, generally 
goes to potatoes, or barley. They lime upon ley, at the rate 
of 3 chalders per acre, valued at 10s each chalder, and imme- 

diately plough it in. 1 ſhould think it much better to lime 
upon the hay ſtubble, before they turned the ground into 
paſture. This would yield more than the value of the lime 
in paſture, and a greater crop when the lime was broken up. 


Some make compoſts of earth and dung; others make them by 


frequently ploughing a high head-rig in Summer, into which 
they put lime, and afterwards lay it on the' field. Adjoin- 
ing to the moſs, they make compoſts of moſs, duny and lime, 
which are found to be very beneficial-for their {trong clay ſoil. 


Horſes and Ploughing.— The horſes here are of an excellent 
breed, both for ſtrength and mettle, They are moſtly pur- 


_ chaſed 
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chaſed in the Lanarkſhire markets, but a few of them art 
reared in the pariſh. They generally plough with three hor- 
ſes, ſometimes with two, but always uſe a driver. The 
land is moſtly formed into ſtraight narrow ridges. 


Cos and Dairy. The cows moſt eſteemed here, are thoſe 
of a ſmall mouth, head and neck long and ſmall. With 
reſpe&t to colour, thoſe ſpotted brown and white are prefer- 
red. In the beſt ſeaſon, they give from 8 to 10 pints of milk 
daily, when well fed. Milch cows are ſuppoſed to produce 
from 51. to BI. yearly. Sweet milk ſells at 2d. per Scots 
pint ; ſkimmed milk at 1 penny; butter milk at xd. When 
near a market, they generally make the whole milk into but- 
ter, and ſell the butter, with the butter milk, in a freſh ſtate. 
When diſtant, they make ſweet milk cheeſe or ſkimmed 


cheeſe, and ſalt the butter for winter ſale. But, where 


markets are diſtant, grazing for the butcher is eſteemed more 
profitable than a dairy. 


Weſtern Diviſion.—In the high and rocky parts of the pariſh, 
we ſhall only note the practice where it differs from the 
lower parts. 

They lay dung or lime upon their ley grounds about Mar- 
tinmas, and plough it in ſpring. They take three or four 
crops of oats in ſucceſhon, and then let the ground run back 
into natural paſture. They ſow little or no graſs. Now 
this is the very worſt of practices, Paſture is the very veſt 


uſe to which they can turn their lands ; yet they take care 


to exhauſt them before they throw them into paſture. It 
were better to top-dreſs for the paſture, and ſow ir down 
with graſs. I ſuppoſe, the reaſon why they don't ſow graſs, 
is, that the ſtones hinder them from cutting the hay. But, 
were they to ſow down their fields with graſs in a very rich 
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ſtate, one gathering of the ſtones would ſerve for many years, 
Even if it were thought too laborious to gather all the tones 
they might admit cattle to paſture in the dry ſeaſon, as ſoon 
as the graſs was ſufficiently rooted. The ground commonly 
lies 4 or 5 years in paſture. Potatoes are ſometimes planted 
in lazy beds, on ſpots here and there among the rocks ; ſome. 
times with the plough ; after potatoes, ſometimes barley, 
ſometimes oats. 'There are many fields well adapted for 
turnips, which have never been tried. The lands are moſtly 
incloſed with rickle ſtone dykes, gathered from the land. 
The rent cannot be eſtimated by acres, as che land lies i in 
patches among the rocks. 


| Cows. —The cows in greateſt eſteem here, are a light, ac- 
tive breed, yield about fix pints of milk daily, in the beſt ſea- 
fon, and produce from al. 10s. to 31. per annum. The 
farmers depend chiefly upon rearing of cattle, butter, which 
they ſalt, and ſkimmed cheeſe. They alſo rear a few horſes 
of the Lanarkſhire breed. 

There are few or no hogs in the _ and few ſheep, 
except what are kept by gentlemen for their own uſe. Some 
patches of lint are occaſionally ſown ; but chiefly for the 
private uſe of the farmers. 


Mills and Thirlage.— There is, in the pariſh, a lint mill of 
an excellent conſtruction, and beſt frequented of any in the 
Welt of Scotland. There are alſo four corn mills, each 


of which had thirlages annexed to them. But this barba- 


rous practice is wholly aboliſhed at one, and mitigated at a- 
nother. At the mill of Cart, the thirlage was bought up by 
the ſeveral proprietors bound in thirlage, and the intereſt of 
the purchaſe money charged upon the tenants, at the rate of 
6d per acre. Yet, what is ſurpriſing, the mill ſet for nearly 
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he ſormer rent. Johnſton mill, the property of the Milliken 
family, has the eſtate bound in thirlage; but, at renewing 


the leaſes, the thirlage was rendered more moderate. At 


the other 2 mills, the thirlage varies from the 12th to. the 
zoth peck. At all, they muſt pay, even if they ſhould ſell 


their oats unground. All grain but oats is free. It is to 
be hoped that this barbarous Gothic practice, which produces 
on the one hand, conſtant complaints of evaſion, on the other, 
of ſlovenly execution, will be wholly extirpated from Scotland. 


M anufatures—The Meſſrs Barbours firſt eſtabliſhed a 
candle manufaCtory in Kilbarchan, which acquired great ce- 
lebrity: afterwards, a manufaCtory of linens was attempted 


by them in the year 1739. In the year 1742, Mr Spiers and 


others introduced the manufacture of lawns, cambrics, &c. 


for the Dublin market, which branch ſtill continues, 
with different variations in the quantity produced. When 


the Paiſley filks came into vogue, a conſiderable proportion 


was wrought up here. Afterwards, the cotton manufactory 


almoſt ſuperſeded every other. In the year 1774, Semple, in 
his Hiſtory of Renfrewſhire, reckoning every weaver of linen 
to produce 651. per annum, calculated the manufactures car- 
ned on by perſons reſiding in Kilbarchan, at 23,400l. per 
annum. If we reckon the cottons and other ſtuffs at the 


lame rate, in the year 1791, the value manufactured in the 
parith of Kilbarchan, would be 27,1051. This is not all done 
by people reſiding here, but a conſiderable quantity of mullins 


we ſent from Pailley to be weaved. This year, 1794, all 


branches of buſineſs are in a very languid fate. The only 


branch that till does a little, is the lawn, but even this is 
very dull, and the people ſeem much diſpirited. 

There are in the village, 3 bleachfields, which employ 30 
hands, moſtly women. There are alſo 2 candleworks, and 
a brewery, 

Cotton 
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| Cotton Mill, —At the bridge of Weir, on the north welt of 
the pariſh, there is a cotton mill, which contains 2120 ſpin- 


dles ready for uſe, and might employ 70 hands if fully occu- 


pied. At preſent, from the dullneſs of trade, they only work 


with 1664 ſpindles, and employ 49 1 chiefly women 


and children. 

But the moſt ſplendid eſtabliſhment i in he cotton foinning 
buſineſs, perhaps in Britain, is the Linwood mill, on the 
ſouth eaſt part of this pariſh. The building is already finiſh- 
ed, except one wing, which yet remains to be added. The 
length of building already compleated, is 254 feet; the length 
when finiſhed, will be 338 feet 8 inches ; the breadth of the 
body is 37 feet; ditto, of wings 40 feet. The houſe is fix 
ſtoreys with garrets. It already contains 400 glaſs windows, 
and, when compleated, will contain: 540. The depth of fall 
18 17 feet. The tide makes up to the tail of the wheel; but 
when interrupted by tail water, they have another wheel, 
more elevated, which they can put in motion. 

Mr Dunlop, the manager, has paid x very laudable atten- 
tion to the health of the inhabitants, in the conſtruCtion of 
this building. For this purpoſe, the roofs of the rooms are 
high; the machinery is much ſimplified in its conſtruction, 
can be eaſily cleaned, and occaſions little or no waſte, or par- 
ticle of cotton to fly about, and a large ſpace is allowed, in 
proportion to the machinery; of conſequence fewer work- 

ers will be crowded into the ſame ſpace. The whole appa- 


ratus does not take above three half gills of oil daily: hence 


no bad ſmell ariſes from the oil. Add to all, that the whole 
building is ſubdivided by two vaſt ſtair-caſes, which act as 
ventilators. If equal attention is paid to the inſtruction of 
the children, I ſhould conſider a work of this fort as a ſchool, 


where the children of the poor, otherwiſe a burden upon 


their 
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whole, 


Number (beſides tradeſmen) that will be required to occupy 


Number of hands at preſent employed, 
A regular town, upon an elegant plan, fis already begun, 


adjoining to the works, and there are houſes built, ſufficient 


Nnmber when the preſent building is furniſhed, 
Number when the whole plan is compleated, 


Number of ſpindles working at preſent, 
cay of trade, has thrown a damp upon this, and every other 


ſcheme of manufacture; and they are proceeding , as ſlowly 


to accommodate 400 workers. But the late deplorable de- 
as poſſible, in furniſhing this extenſive building. 


their parents, may be trained to induſtry and virtue, 
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NUMBER XXIV. 
PARISH or KIRK MICHAEL. 


(PxEsBYTERY or DuNKELD, Couxrr or Pxkrn, SyNon 


or PERTH AND STIRLING.) 


By the Rev. MR ALLAN STEWART. 


Name and Situation, 


1 8 pariſh derives its name, like ſome others in Scotland, 
from the church having been dedicated to St Michael. It is 
bounded by the pariſhes of Logierait and Mouline on the 
Weſt; of Braemar and Crathy on the North; of Gleniſl 
and Alyth on the Eaſt ; and of Blairgowrie, Kinloch, Cluny, 
and Caputh, on the South. It comprehends the greater part 
of Strathardle, the whole of Glenſhee, and a diſtrict lying at 
the lower extremity of that glen, on the Weſt ſide of the ri- 
river, called Black-water, which gives name to the county 
through which it paſſes. Strathardle is about 10 miles long, 
and from 1 to 2 miles broad, and includes part of the pariſhes 
of Mouline, Kirkmichael, Blairgowrie, Bendochy and Kinloch. 
1 Glenſhce 


B 


o 


Blenſhee is about 7 miles long, and leſs than a mile broad: 
At the head of this glen are two ſmaller ones, narrow, and a- 
bout 3 miles long. The diftri&t bordering on the Black-wa- 


ter, is of a form nearly circular, meaſuring ſomewhat more 


than 2 miles in diameter. Though this pariſh-is pretty ex- 


tenſive, there is no part of it detached. Its figure does not 


vary much from a parallelogram, being 17 miles long from 
North to South; and from 6 to 7 miles broad. 


Bae en to tradition, LF was an- 
ciently called in Gaelic, Srath na muice brice; the ftrath of 


the ſpotted wild ſow ; which name it is ſaid to have retained 


till the time of the Daniſh invaſions, when, in a battle fought 
between the Danes and the Caledonians, at the head of the 


country, a chief, named Ard-fhuil, high, or noble blood, was 


killed, whoſe grave is ſhown at this day. From him the coun- 


try got the name of Srath Ard-fhuil, Srrathardle, In tracing 
the origin of the name of Glenſhee, the following conjecture 


is offered. It appears to have been the practice among the 
Druids, to hold aſſizes in the moſt convenient part of the 
country, to decide differences and adminiſter juſtice“. The 


perſons who exerciſed this office were called Sith-dhaoine, or 


Sithichean, peace-makers., A round hill, at the head of the 
glen, called Sith-dhun, the hill of peace, may have been one of 


the places for holding theſe courts of juſtice ; and hence the 


whole glen may have got its name. Another conjecture is, 
that Sith. dhun may have been the place of concluding and 
ratifying a peace, between two contending tribes or clans. 


Hills, Lochs, c. — A hill at the head of Glenſhee, called 


Beinn-Ghulbhuinn, is diſtinguiſhed by having been the ſcene 


of 


See Caf. Bell. Gall. ib. 6. cap. T3; 
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of a hunting which proved fatal to Diarmid, one of the Pin- 
galian heroes. Here are ſhown the den of the wild boat 
that was hunted, a ſpring called Tobar nam Fiann, the fountain 
of the Fingalians ; a ſmall lake, called Loch an Tuirc, the boar's 
loch; alſo Diarmid's grave, where he was buried by his com. 
rades*. The higheſt hill in the country is Mount Blair, 

which 


The eminence where Diarn\id was buried, is called Tulach Diarmid, 
Diarmid's Hill, whence the late proprietor of the ground was called, Fear Tu- 
Taich Diarmid, laird of Diarmid's Hill. The ſtory told of Diarmid's death 
is this : Diarmid and another of the Fingalians, were rivals in love. The 
lady, who was the object of their paſſion, gave the preference to Diarmid, 
The rival, who wiſhed for ſome means of taking Diarmid off, propoſed te 

the Fingalians to ſet a day for hunting a wild boar, which had often annoy- 


ed them, hoping that Diarmid's forwardneſs in the chace would expofe him 
to deſtruction. Diarmid was warned by his miſtreſs, that ſome evil was in- 


tended him ; that the hunting was a pretext, and that he ought to avoid it. 
He gallantly anſwered, that nothing could prevail with him to decline any 
_ any enterprize in which his fellows engaged. The hunting took place. The 
boar was killed by Diarmid's ſpear, and himſelf eſcaped ſafe. His rival, ex- 
preſſing his aſtoniſhment at the ſize of the boar, propoſed to Diarmid to mea- 
ſure the length of its back with his foot, expecting that Diarmid would be 
wounded by the venomous briſtles on the boar's back. Diarmid meaſured 
along the back from the head to the tail, and ſtill remained unhurt, His ad- 
verſary, diſappointed, requeſted him to meaſure the boar's back again, pro- 
ceeding in the contrary direction. Diarmid ſcorned to decline the taſk, The 

conſequence was what his rival wiſhed, The wounds he received from the 
boar's briſtles, proved mortal. | | 


Dr Smith, author of Gaelic Antiquities, in a note to the Gaelic edition of 


the poem on Diarmid's death, mentions a tradition that Diarmid was vulne- 
rable fonly in the ſole of the foot, and ſuggeſts that this circuniſtance is pro- 
bably a fiction of late invention, as he has reaſon to believe that the oldeſt aud 
pureſt editions of the poem, make no mention of it. If ſo, there ſeems to be 


a ſtriking ſimilarity between the ſtory of Diarmid and that of Achilles. The 


_ circumſtance of Achilles being vulnerable only in the heal, is no where hint- 
ed by Homer, and muſt, therefore, as in the ſtory of Diarmid, be the inven. 


tion 


whicl 


note, 


Ther 


r 309 


which divides this pariſh from Gleniſla. The only lochs of 
note, are Loch Sheſbernich, and Loch nan eun, ſituated pretty 
high among the hills. Theſe abound in excellent trout. 
There are one or two medicinal ſprings, which are believed 
to be of an antiſcorbutic quality. 


Climate, 


tion of ſome later fabuliſt. In both caſes, the circumſtance tended to 
leſſen the reputation of thoſe heroes for military proweſs. | | 
Dr Smith places the ſcene of Diarmid's death in a part of the Weſt High- 
lands, on the authority of the tradition of the country, and of the names of | 
places preſerved in a beautiful Gaelic poem, which narrates the ſtory of Diar- 
mid's death. The opinion of its having happened in Glenſhee, reſts preciſely 
on the ſame kind of evidence; beſides the tradition of this country, there is a 
Gaelic poem extant. which relates the fate of Diarmid, with the ſame cir- 
cumſtances as thoſe mentioned in the poem publiſhed by Dr Smith, and which 
apreſsly affirms the hunting to have been in the hills of Glenſhee. If the 
merit of the poetry were to determine the degree of credit due to the bard, 
as an hiſtorian, there is no doubt that the poem in Dr Smith's collection, 
muſt be acknowledged the moſt authentic. But if this be reckoned an equi- 
vocal teſt of authenticity, it does not well appear how the two diſcordant nar- 
ratives can be reconciled, nor how the credit due to either of them above the 
other, may be aſcertained. From ſuch a deſcrepance between the different 
accounts of the ſame events, a ſceptical enquirer might be led, perhaps, to 
queſtion the authenticity of both, and pronounce the whole a mere fiction. 
Such an inference, however, may well be judged raſh and unfounded. The 
exiſtence * traditions, reſpecting the ſame ſtory, is a proof that it was 
once generally believed in many parts of the country. Their agreeing in 
many ſtriking particulars, is at leaſt a ſtrong preſumption that theſe particu- 
hts were true; their diſagreeing in other particulars, only ſhows that the 
faQs were obſcured by the diſtance of time at which they happened, Many 
aties claimed the honour of giving birth to Homer, and ſupported their re- 
ſpective claims by various arguments and allegations. Though their claims 
were inconſiſtent, and their allegations contradictory, nobody ever thought 
el inferring thence, that Homer never lived, or had no birth-place, but only 
that the place of his birth, from the length of time ſince it happened, was bz 
eme uncertain. | 5 : 
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Fu 510 Siatilieat Account 
Cl Nel, Soil, Crop —The country being more derbe oy 

chan Athole, on the one hand, and Marr on the other, and op N 
being in general open and unſheltered, the climate is colder 4 N 
than in either of theſe diſtricts, and more expoſed to the ſe- 8 


verity of a cold or ſtormy ſeaſon. During nine months of the I lun 
year, froſts are frequent, and ſometimes fatal to the fruits of comrr 
the earth. In 1791 and 1792, the crops ſuffered extremely bene 


Ul 


from ſevere froſts, in the beginning of Autumn. The air, 1 
however, is pure and favourable to health and longevity. It urag 
ia not uncommon to ſee men purſuing their ordinary occu- ding] 
pations at 80 or 90 years of age. Within theſe few years, a 
woman died in the pariſh upwards of 100 years old. Chro- 
nical diſtempers are rare. The ſmall pox has been often fa- 
tal. Inoculation, though not ee is far 1 being ge- 
rally practiſed. 
The ſoil on the banks of the Ardle, i is thin and dry, having 
a ſandy bottom, and yields in general light crops. In the 
higher grounds, it is wet and ſpungy, unfriendly to vegeta- 
tion, except in dry warm ſeaſons, when it yields a pretty good 
crop. The ſame deſcription applies to the ſoil of Glenſhee, 
and of the Black- water diſtrict. | 
The produce of the ground is teldom ſufficient to ſupply 
the inhabitants. The culture of potatoes is of the greateſt 
utility, as it is commonly the moſt productive crbp. The 
kinds of grain generally ſown are Cheſhire bear, the com- 
mon white oats, and a kind called barley oats. Flax, and 
peaſe, alſo, are grown, but in no great quantities, as the ſoil 
or climate is unfavourable to them; Field turnips have been 
lately introduced, and anſwer well, of which the tenants ap- "M 
| pear to be ſenſible. Some graſs ſeeds have been ſown ; but 
as the ſeaſon for vegetation is ſhort, the farmer can ſeldom 
cut down more than one full grown crop of graſs. Sheep 
being allowed to paſture at large in the fields all the time the 
corns 


. of Kirkmichael. — 08 


corns are off the ground, is a circumſtance very unfavourable 
to the culture of ſown graſs, which has not as yet been reme- 
died. Oats are ſown in April; potatoes are planted ; lint- 
ſeed and bear, with graſs-ſeeds, fown in May; turnips in 
June. Harveſt ſeldom begins ſooner than September. It is 
commonly the middle, or about the end of October, and 
ſometimes the middle of November, before it is all gathered 
in. The greater part of the pariſh is better adapted for paſ- 
turage than for tillage z and ſome of the proprietors are accor- 
dingly laying ſeveral of their farms under ſheep, 


Population, Rental, Sc. —In 1755, the number of ſouls 


Vas rated at 2689, The population of the pariſh has decreaſ- 


ed much within theſe 20 years, and continuing to decreaſe, 
on account of conſiderable tracts of land being converted into 
ſheep farms, and the inhabitants forced to migrate to other 
countries.F The number of ſouls in the pariſh is about 2200. 
The number of males is to that of females, as 44 15 to 50. 

The 


§ Few more intereſting objects can engage the attention of a humane, 
patriotic, and enlightened Stateſman, than the queſtion, Whether the encreaſe 
of population in tewns, be a full compenſation for its diminution in the coun- 
try. Is the firength and fecurity of the State augmented ? Is the acquiſition of 
more numbers, and of wealth, an equivalent for the depravation of morals, 
and the decay of public ſpirit ? Is the /um of happineſs in the body of the 
people encreaſed? Is a town liſe as favourable as a country life, to the cul- 
ture of religious aſſections, and of the ſocial virtues? If not, whether is the 
greater degree of happineſs found among a people virtuous and religious, 
though wanting many temporal conveniences and accommodations; or among 
a people leſs virtuous and religious, but poſſeſſed of better accommodations? 
If the country ſhould be depopulated, is it uy to re-place its inhabitants: 


or is it true that 


« A bold peaſantry, their country's pride, 
« When once deſtroyed, can never be ſupplied ?” 


SGolbsuirk. 
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The average of yearly births for the laſt 8 years, is 50, and 


of marriages 15. No regiſter has been kept of the burials, 


Many who do not reſide in the pariſh, have their burial plac. 

es within it; and many who do, bury elſewhere. The valu- 
ed rent of the pariſh is 41021. 13s. 4d. Scots. The real rent 

may amount nearly to 3oool, Sterling. The rent of lands 
varies according to the quality of the ſoil and the circumſtan- 
ces of the farm. Lands that have the privilege of a good 
hill paſture annexed to them, pay from 20 to 45 ſhillings Ster- 
ling of rent per acre of arable. Lands that want this privi- 
lege, if not incloſed, pay from 12 to 16 ſhillings per acre: if 
incloſed, about 20 ſhillings. 


State of Property.—There are 12 proprietors who do not 
reſide in the pariſh; 24 ſmaller proprietors, moſt of whom 
reſide in it conſtantly, and farm a part of their own property; 
and 6 other ſmaller proprietors, called portioners, from their 
poſſeſſing but ſmall portions of land, which they farm entire- 
ly themſelves. The number of farmers in the pariſh is 226. 
Of theſe, 19 are heritors. A plough-gate, or, as it is called 
here, a plough of land, contains only from 7 to 8 acres of a- 
rable land, excluſive of hill paſture. There are about 200 
ſuch plough-gates in tillage, and above 40 wholly in paſtur- 
age. About a plough-gzte of cultivated land there are of- 


ten two tenants or families, who poſſeſs the hill paſture be- 


longing to the farm in common, but have each their reſpec- 
tive ſhares of the arable land, and infield paſture, diſtinct. 
The ploughs are generally drawn by four ſmall horſes yoked 
a-breaſt. Where the ground is level and tractable, and the 
farmer in eaſy circumſtances, the plough is often drawn by 
three, or ſometimes by two horſes. Many of the tenants ſub- 
ſet ſmall portions of their poſſeſſions, ſuch as a garden, or 
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perhaps a ſmall croft to cottagers, or cottars, as they are call- 
ed, Some of theſe are handy-craftſmen, who ſubſiſt by theit 
trade; others are common labourers, who hire themſelves 
out for day's wages in the country. The number of tradeſ- 
men is as follows: 10 ſquare wrights: 4 wheel wrights; 5 
ſmitls; 4 ſhoemakers; 14 ſhop-keepers; 14 taylors; 40 


weavers, including apprentices. Some of theſe have other 


occupations beſides their trade. 


Mages. — The wages are regulated according to the na- 
ture of the work, and the time of the year in which it is per- 
formed. A day-labourer, from the beginning of March till 
harveſt, gets 8d. per day, beſides victuals; a hay or corn-cut- 
ter 18.; a taylor 6d.; a lint-dreſſer 8d.; a wright 1s. Wo- 
men hired for ſpinning, get 2d. or 3d., according to their 
merit. Men ſervants, engaged for a year, get about 61. 3 
and women from 21. 108. to 31. Sterling. 


Live Stock. —Moſt of the tenants depend on the ſale of cat- 
tle, for the payment of their rents. The number of ſheep 
is about 9900. More than a third of theſe are of the black 
and white faced kind, ſomewhat large in the body, and 
rough in the wool. The reſt are of the common Scotch kind, 
{nailer in ſize than the former, but very hardy. A few of 
the Cheviot breed have lately been introduced. The black 
cattle are of the ſmall Highland kind, They feed remarka- 
bly well, and, when properly fed on graſs, they prove excel- 
lent beef. Few of them, when fed, exceed in weight 20 
tones of beef. Their number is about 2000. Few horſes 
are kept, except what are barely ſuikcient for cultivating the 
ground. They are computed at about 8c0, There are alſo 
ſome parcels of ſwine, and a few goats. 
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Fairs. — There ate three annual fairs held within the pa- 
riſh; one at Kirkmichael, called the Michaelmas market, 
and two at the ſpittal of Glenſhee. The former is of long 
ſtanding. It probably took its riſe from the concourſe of 
people who aſſembled on the day ſacred to St Michael, at a 
place conſecrated to his memory and worſhip» From com- 
ing together, for the purpoſes of devotion, they learned to 
continue together, for the ſake of tranſacting ſecular affairs, 
till, by degrees, this laſt object became the chief reaſon, and 
at length the only reaſon of their aſſembling. Michaelmas 
came to be a term for ſettling accompts, and other money 
tranſactions, over all Scotland. Half a century ago, this 
fair was one of the principal cattle markets in the kingdom, 
and continued 3 or 4 days, or rather. a week together. Of 
hte years, it has been much leſs crowded. There is a week- 
ly market held at Kirkmichael on Fridays, whither the peo- 
ple of the neighbourhood repair, to ſell what yarn they may 
have ſpun during the week, and to buy their weekly ſupply 
of tobacco, ſnuff, lamp oil, and other groceries. 
from Athole, diſpoſe of a great many ſhoes alfo, at this mar- 
ket, It has been remarked, and perhaps with too much rea- 
ſon, that this market gives encouragement to idleneſs, and 
imprudent, not to ſay immoral indulgences, by furniſhing a 
pretence for frequent viſits to the village. Appointments 
for paying triſling debts, are commonly made at this market, 
Ihc creditor and debtor meet. 
After each has drunk his pot, the debtor finds he is 
not able to pay his debt. 


_ houſe. 


is renewed, and the ſame ſcene repeated, perhaps many times, 
before the debt is paid. 
leſs]y ſpent, and a habit of idleneſs and of aping contracted: 

| Tuch, 


A 


Shoemakers | 


They adjourn to the public 


He craves a week's delay. The | 
creditor eaſuy agrees to ſo ſhort a term. The appointment 


Thus both fime and money are need- | 


F Kirkmichael. : "5 


Fuel, &c.— The fuel generally uſed is peat and turf. Lime 
ſtone is plenty, and uſed for manure in different parts of the 
pariſn; but leſs than would otherwiſe be the caſe, from the 
expence of procuring peat to burn it, No marle has been 
found, except lately in one place. Ir is reſerved by the pro- 
prietor for his own uſe. There are 7 licenced retailers of 
ſpirituous liquors. No licenced diſtillers. 

Roads —The military road from Coupar-Angus to Fort, 
George, paſſes along the Black Water and through Glenſhec. 
It is kept in repair chiefly by the ſtatute labours of the conn- 
try. A country road along the courſe of the Ardle 1s kept 
in pretty good repair, in the ſame manner. 


Feelefraſtical State, Poor, &c.—The church was built in 
1792, It is finiſhed in a reſpæctabſe Ryle, and ſufficiently | 
large and commodious ſor the diſtrict of country in which it 
ſtands. It coſt about 370l. Sterling, excluſive of carriage, of 
lime, timber, &c, In Glenſhee is a chapel, where divine fer- 
vice is performed by the miniker of the pariſh, once in ſour 
or five weeks. The glebe conſiſts of four acres of arable 
land, of indifferent ſoil, and a ſteep ſand bank for paſture. 
The ſtipend is 1000 merks Scots, or 551. 118. 136. Sterling. 
James Farquharſon of Invercauld, Eſq; is patron. The funds 
for ſupporting the poor, conſiſt of a capital of 170l. Sterling, 
under the management of the kirk. ſeſſion, the weekly collec- 
tions made at church and occaſional fines. The annual a- 
mount of the contributions is at an average 121. Sterling. 
The number of poor who receive regular ſupplies from the 
ſunds, is 14. It is to be regreted that che funds are too ſmall 
to ſupply the neceſſities of the poor, without allowing fuch 
as are able to go about to beg. Such as confine themſelves 
within the bounds of the pariſh receive occaſional ſupplies 

irom the ſunds. 
Seb.. 
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Fair. — There ate three annual fairs held within the pa- 
riſn; one at Kirkmichael, called the Michaelmas market, 
and two at the ſpittal of Glenſhee. 'The former is of long 
ſtanding. It probably took its riſe from the concourſe of 
people who aflembled on the day ſacred to St Michael, at 2 
place conſecrated to his memory and worſhip» From com- 
Ing together, for the purpoſes of devotion, they learned to 
continue together, for the ſake of tranſacting ſecular affairs, 


till, by degrees, this laſt object became the chief reaſon, and 


at length the only reaſon of their aſſembling. Michaelmas 
came to be a term for ſettling accompts, and other money 
tranſactions, over all Scotland. Half a century ago, this 
fair was one of the principal cattle markets in the kingdom, 
and continued 3 or 4 days, or rather. a week together. Of 


late years, it has been much leſs crowded. There is a week- | 


ly market held at Kirkmichael on Fridays, whither the peo- 
ple of the neighbourhood repair, to ſell what yarn they may 
have ſpun during the week, and to buy their weekly ſupply 
of tobacco, ſnuff, lamp oil, and other groceries. Shoemakers 
from Athole, diſpoſe of a great many ſhoes alfo, at this mar- 
ket. It has been remarked, and perhaps with too much rea- 
' fon, that this market gives encouragement to idleneſs, and 
imprudent, not to ſay immoral indulgences, by furniſhing a 
pretence for frequent viſits to the village. Appointments 
for paying trifling debts, are commonly made at this market. 


1he creditor and debtor meet. They adjourn to the public | 


| houſe. After each has drunk his pot, the debtor finds he is 
not able to pay his debt. He craves a week's delay. The 

creditor eaſily agrees to ſo ſhort a term. The appointment 
is renewed, and the ſame ſcene repeated, perhaps many times, 


before the debt is paid. Thus both fine and money are need- 
leſsly ſpent, and a habit of idleneſs and of tipling contracted. | 


A 
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Fuel, &c.— The fuel generally uſed is peat and turf. Lime 
ſtone is plenty, and uſed for manure in different parts of the 
pariſh z but leſs than would otherwiſe be the caſe, from the 
expence of procuring peat to burn it, No marle has been 
found, except lately in one place. It is reſerved by the pro- 


prietor for his own uſe. There are 7 licenced retailers of 


ſpirituous liquors. No licenced diſtillers. 
Road. The military road from Coupar-Angus to Fort. 
George, paſſes along the Black Water and through Glenſhee. 
It is kept in repair chiefly by the ſtatute labours of the coun- 
try. A country road along the courſe of the Ardle 1s kept 
in pretty good repair, in the lame manner. | 15 


1 Feulefraftical State, Prior, &c.— The church was built in 


1792. It is finiſhed in a reſpectabſe ſtyle, and ſufficiently | 
large and commodious for the diſtrict of country in which ir 


ſtands. It coſt about 370l. Sterling, excluſive of carriage, of 
lime, timber, &c, In Glenſhee is a chapel, where divine ſer- 
vice is performed by the miniker of the pariſh, once in four 
or five weeks. The glebe conſiſts of four acres of arable 
land, of indifferent foil, and a fteep ſand bank for paſture. 
The ſtipend is 1000 merks Scots, or 551. 118. 148. Sterling. 
James Farquharſon of Invercauld, Eſq; is patron. The funds 
for ſupporting the poor, confiſt of a capital of 170l. Sterling, 


under the management of the kirk-ſ-!hon, the weekly collec- 


tions made at church and occaſional fines. The annual a- 
mount of the contributions is at an average 121. Sterling. 
The number of poor who receive regular ſupplies from the 
ſunds, is 14. It is to be regreted that che funds are too ſmall 
to ſupply the neceſſities of the poor, without allowing fuch 
as are able to go about to beg. Such as confine themſelves 
within the bounds of the pariſh receive occaſional ſupplies 
irom the ſunds. 
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| Sehovls,—TIn the parochial ſchool are taught Engliſh, Latin, 
writing, and arithmetic. The ſchoolmaſter's ſalary is 200 
merks Scots. There is one charity ſchool in Glenſhee, en- 
dowed with a yearly ſalary by the Society in Scotland for pro- 
ing Chriſtian Knowledge. At particular times of. the year, 
eſpecially in winter, ſome perſons voluntarily aſſume the of- 


lice of ſchoolmaſters in the remoter parts of the pariſh, and 


teach reading of Englith and writing. 


Language. — The prevailing language in the pariſh is the 


_ Gaelic. A dialect of the ancient Scotch, alſo, is underſtood, 


and currentiy ſpoken. Theſe two, by a barbarous intermix- 


ture, mutually corrupt each other, All the names of places 


are Gaelic. 


Antiquities and Curioſities. In the middle of a pretty exten- 
five and eleyated heathy moor, ſtands a large heap of ſtones, 
or cairn, 50 yards in circumference, and about 25 feet in 
height. The ſtones of which it is compoſed are of various 
fizes, but none of them, as far as they are viſible, large; and 
appear to have been thrown together without order. They 
are in a good meaſure covered with moſs, and in ſome parts 


overgrown with weeds. This circumſtance argues the great 


antiquity of the cairn ; for the circumjacent ground being 
covered with heath, and of a firm mould, a long time mult 
have elapſed, before ſo much earth or duſt could have been 


collected by the wind, and lodged among the ſtones, as to 


form ſoil for the nouriſhment of plants. Round this cairn 
are ſcattered, at different diſtances, a great number of ſmal- 
ler cairns. They are generally found in groups of eight or 
ten together. They are all covered more or leſs with moſs 
or heath. About a furlong to the weſtward of the great 


cairn are the veſtiges, quite diſtin, of two concentric circu- 


lar 
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ar fences of ſtone, the outer circle being about go feet, and 
the inner 32 feet in diameter. There are alſo the veſtiges 
of ſix, perhaps more, ſingle circular incloſures of ſtone, from 
32 to 36 feet in diameter, lying at different diſtances in the 
neighbourhood of the cairn. Two parallel ſtone fences ex- 
tend from the eaſt ſide of the cairn, nearly in a ſtraight line, 


to the ſouthward, upwards of 100 yards. Theſe fences are 


bounded at both extremities by ſmall cairns, and feem to 
form an avenue or approach to the great cairn of 32 feet in 


breadth. There -can be little doubt that all theſe are re- 


liques of Drbidiſm; that the great cairn is one of thoſe at 


which they celebrated their ſolemn feſtivals in the beginning 


of ſuminer and the beginning of winter,“ when they offer- 
ed ſacrifices, adminiſtered juſtice, &c.; and that the circles 
and leſſer cairns, muſt have been the ſcenes of ſome other 


religious rites, of which the memory and knowledge are now 


loſt. Similar cairns are to be ſeen in the neighbouring pa- 


riſhes, and in different parts of the Highlands; but this pa- 


riſh has to boaſt of a more uncommon and remarkable mo- 


nument of Druidical ſuperſtition. 

About a mile N. E. from the above mentioned great 
cairn, on a flat-topped eminence, ſurrounded at ſome diſtance 
with rocky hills of conſiderable height, and ſteep aſcent, 
ſtands one of thoſe rocking ſtones which the Druids are ſaid 


to have employed as a kind of ordeal for detecting guilt in 


doubtſul 


* See Smith's Gaelic Antiquities, page 31.; alſo Statiſtical Account, Vol. XI. 
page 621. The practice of lighting bonfires on the firſt night of winter, ac- 


companied with various ceremonies, ſtill prevails in this and the neighbour- 
ing Highland pariſhes, - The cuſtom, too, of making a fire in the fields, bax- 


ing a conſecrated cake, &c. on the iſt of May, is not quite worn out. 
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doubtful caſes. + This ſtone is placed on the plain ſurſace 


of a rock level with the ground: Its ſhape is quadrangular 


approaching to the figure of a rhombus, of which the great- 
er diagonal is 7 feet, and the leſſer 5 feet. Its mean thick- 


neſs is about 24 feet. Its lid contents will therefore be 


about 51,075 cubical feet. As it is of very hard and ſolid 
whinſtone, its weight, reckoning the cubical foot at 8 ſtones 
3 pounds, ſ may be reckoned to be 418 ſtone 5 pounds, or 
within 30 pounds of 3 tons. It touches the rock on which 
it reſts only in one line, which is in the ſame plane with the 
jeſſer diagonal, and its lower ſurface is convex toward the 
extremities of the greater diagonal. By preſſing down ei- 
ther of the extreme corners, and withdrawing the preſſure, 
alternately, a rocking motion is produced, which may be en- 
| 5 | 1 creaſed 


+ The creed of the Celts reſpecting theſe rocking or judgment ſtones, is 


well expreſſed by Mr Maſon. 


' —Bchold yon huge 
And unhewn ſphere of living adamant, 
Which, poiſed by magic, reſts its central weight 
On yonder pointed rock; firm as it ſeems, 
Such is its ſtrange and virtuous property, 
It moves obſequious to the gentleſt touch 
Of him whoſe breaſt is pure; but to a traitor 
Tho' even a giant's proweſs nerv'd his arm 
It ſtands as fix'd as Snowdon, CARACTACUS. 


It is ſuppoſed, with much appearance cf reaſon, that this ordeal, though 


it appeared in the eyes of the vulgar to be an appeal to the judgment of the 


Supreme Being, was in fact ſubſervient to the deſigns of the Druidical priefts | 


who conducted it; and that by ſome expedient, they contrived to make the 
iſſue of the trial correſpond either ro the judgment which they had previout- 
by formed of the caſe, or to their deſigns regarding the culprit, 


+ A ſtone of the ſame quality with the rocking ſtone, was gauged and 
weighed, aud found to weigh at the rate of ſtone, 3 lib. the cubic ſoot. 
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creaſed ſo much, that the diſtance between their loweſt de- 
preſſion and higheſt elevation is a full foot. When the preſ- 
ſure is wholly withdrawn, the ſtone will continue to rock, 
till it has made 26 or more vibrations from one fide to the 
other, before it ſettles in ite, natural horizontal poſition. 
Both the lower fide of the ſtone, and the ſurface of the rock 
on which it reſts, appear to be worn and roughened by mu- 
tual friction. There is every reaſon to ſuppoſe, from the 
form and relative ſituation of the ſurrounding grounds, that 
this ſtone muſt have been placed in its preſent poſition by the 
labour of men. It will hardly be thought, therefore, an ex- 
travagant degree of credulity, to refer its origin to the ſame 
period with thoſe other tribunals of a ſimilar conſtruction, 
mentioned by writers who have treated of the cuſtoms of the 
ancient Celts, This opinion is however the more confirm- 
ed, from finding, in the neighbourhood of this ſtone, a con- 
fiderable number of other Druidical relics. On the north 
fide of the ſtone, at the diſtance of 60 yards, on a ſmall emi- 
nence, are 2 concentric circles, ſimilar to that already de- 
ſcribed, and, a fingle circle adjoining to them on the eaſt 
ſide, Beyond this, at 37 yards diſtance, on another ſmall 
eminence, is another pair of concentric circles, with a 
fingle one adjoining to them on the eaſt fide. Bevond 
theſe, at 45 yards diſtance, is a third pair of concentric 
circles, with their adjacent circle on the eaſt fide. Far- 
ther on to the north eaſt, at the diſtance of go yards, is a 
ſingle circle, and beſide it on the weſt tide, two rectangular 
encloſures of 37 feet by 12; alſo a cairn 23 or 24 yards in 
circumference, and about 12 feet high in the centre. Several 
mall cairns are ſcattered in the neighbourhood : 120 yards 
weſt from the rocking ſtone 1s a pair of concentric circles, 
with a ſmall fingle circle beſide them of 7 feet in diameter. 
All the pairs of concentric circlzs are of the ſame dimenſions, 
the 
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the inner one being about 32 feet, and the outer about 45 
or 46 feet in diameter; and all of them have a breach or 


door- way four or five feet wide on the ſouth fide. The fin- 


gle circles are, in general, from 32 to 36 feet in diameter, 
and have no breach. The veſtiges of all thoſe ſtructures are 


perfectly diſtinct, and many of the ſtones ſtill retain the e- 


rect poſture in which all of them had probably been placed 
at firſt. Cairns and circles ſimilar to thoſe deſcribed are to 
be ſeen in other hills of this pariſh, particularly between 


Strathardle and Glenderby. The elevated ſituation and cold 


expoſure in which theſe ruins ly, have preſerved them from 


being ever diſturbed by the plough, which has effaced, and 


probably deſtroyed ' ruins of the ſame kind in other places. 
There are likewiſe ſeveral tall ere ſtones, called here in 

Gaelic, Crom-leaca, or Clach-ſhleuchda, tones of worſhip. 
Some of theſe are 5 and ſome 6 feet above the ground, and 
may be ſunk a conſiderable way under the ſurface, from their 
remaining ſo long in the ſame poſition ; for a ſuperſtitious 
regard is paid them by the people, none venturing to remove 
them, though ſome of them are ſituated in the middle of corn 
Helds. | 


Manners and Cuſtams.— The people are humane and hoſ- 
pitable to ſtrangers, of a ſpirit ſomewhat independent, but a- 
verſe from a military life. 


for which they are noted by their neighbours. "Three fle- 
rit-ofticers, and a conſtable, reſiding within the pariſh, bnd 
abundance of employment. They are rather inclined ailo 
to be jealous of each other, and ſeem at times more anxious 
to repel encroachments, than to improve their own pote:- 
fions. The younger part of the people are ſhowy in their 
dreſs, but frugal in their diet. Shooting matches, and rural 
| bal, 


The greateſt fault in their gene- 
ral character is, that they are too much diſpoſed to litigation, 
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balls, are frequent at the holy ſeaſon. Foot ball is a com- 
mon amuſement with the ſchool boys, who alſo preſerve the 
cuſtom of cock. fighting on Shrove Tueſday. All the people 
are of the eſtabliſhed religion, except one or two families of 
pzpiſts in Glenſhee. 1 N 


Diſadvantages.—The pariſh is divided from all the neighs 


bouring diſtricts by hills, moſt of them ſeveral miles broad. 


It is ſeparated from the market towns, and from the Stor- 
month, (whence it is ſupplied with meal and corn and other 
neceffary articles) by a hill, though not high, of very ſteep 


aſcent on both ſides. This proves a great bar in the way of 
carriage. The intercourſe of the people with each other, is 


in ſome meaſure difficult and dangerous; as over the rapid 
firer which runs through Strathardle, there is no proper 
bridge from the one end of it to the other. There was for- 
merly a bridge of three arches at the village of Kirkmichael; 
but two of the arches fell about 40 years ago, and have ne- 
ver ſince been re- built: and the only ſubſtitute for theſe ar- 


ches, is long planks laid acroſs the river, ſupported by the 


remaining pillars of the old bridge. 
A kind of bar, called a keith, laid acroſs the river at Blair- 
gowrie, by thoſe who are concerned in the ſalmon fiſhery 


there, effectually prevents the ſalmon from coming up the 
rirers of Ardle and Shee. This is a grievance which the 


people think themſelves juſtly entitled to complain of. 

The tenants in different parts of the pariſh ſtill perform 
ſome ſervices to their landlords, ſuch as day's work in hay 
time and harveſt, or at fuel. 


Few of the tenants enjoy leaſes of their farms. Holding 


their ſmall poſſeſſions by a ſhort and uncertain tenure, they 
are kept continually in a ſtate of abject dependance on their 


landlords. It muſt be maniſeſt to every obſerver, that the 


Vol, XV. 3% ſituation 


RE INT IL 2 KEE = > ET —— —— 
. * 22222: ᷣ ᷣB—ꝛ ] Ie 
—— ry — 3 — — — — 
* 75 * 8 1 — 2 


r n FS 9 25 to eons 
= N Tan» EE p 
5 wh £23 


188 


= 5 * . Ia 


EET — 3 


4 15 8 


223 
% FRE = — . 2 * — < — 5 8 — ES 
: — — „ REI” — — Z — — 5 1 
* Na ce —„— 8 2 2 = * 2 TS r 
=D — — — Ne Gt ps; 2 — — > — * 2 — 
RET amet ons TIESTO, - — — — — - — — = 
— — 2 — — — — _ — — Ie. 
> < = Fog ren ... 9 *. — 0 
— — — 3 x wont OE — ro DTS = 
So —— — — — 0 
2 pr = — — — 0 
E — — — * 2 - rr cr 
— * I — „ AIRS = I * g 
——ů ——̃ͤͤ L 92 — FE me > 2 _=. 2 ESR. p 
* — KE — by — — = - =_ — . — * — — bl 
1 — — > hs I * — 8 2222 5 
— g % 1 1 — wg HI > 4 — 2 — NE = & 
2 2 LN — 5 . — 22 . * - he: — — =_ 
* wer Sh erent oO RL -- FILES RT IE Bins ned ene 5 5 
q , we = ay 2 4 — p if 8 — 1 p 8 
= - 7 om LI SORES TR 2 E 
Xa — — — „ 8 29% g , — * nd ox A SO SEE mig 
— — — — te 8 be 1 = — — a - —_— 
„ — 2 2 r 8 —— 
- "x — 5 2 8 
— — PRE a 2 * 


* LID — 

— — — 

— rm > 
£ - £ 


522 Statiſtical Account 


fituation in which the peaſantry are thus retained, has 2 
ſtrong tendency to repreſs the exertions of induftry ; to ex- 
tinguiſh the ardour of patriotiſm, that attachment to his na- 


tive ſoil, which glows ſpontaneouſly with ſuch warmth in 


the breaſt of a Highlander; to 5 Quench the ſpirit of: freedom: 
and independence, and 


6 Freeze the genial current of the ſoul.” 
Is it that the landlords are apprehenſive of deriving no bene- 
flt to themſelves from granting leaſes; or of their tenants 
not having money or ſkill, or induſtry, for making improve- 
ments? Or, is it, that the tenants are unwilling to bind 
themſelves for a number of years, to modes of cultivation, 


with which they are little acquainted? Or | Po it, that men, 


on whom wealth and power have eonferred one kind of ſu- 
periority, find, in the exerciſe of that ſuperiority, and in re- 
ceeiving that ſervile dependence of their inferiors, a gratifica- 
tion which they cannot be perſuaded to relinquiſh ? 
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NUMBER XXV. 


PARISH or RE DGORTON 


(Coonry OF PzrTH, Paroorwnny. or Perrtn, SYNOD 
OF PERTH AND STIRLING.) 


By the Rev. Mx David Moncrizre, 


Origin of the Name, | 
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T7 name of this pariſh is wrote differently Redgore- 
town, contracted Redgorton, Rogertown, and Regorton. 
The firſt ſeems to be the moſt ancient; and, according to 
vulgar tradition, is derived from the battle of Loncarty, at 
which time, many of the wounded were brought to the cu- 
R rate's houſe, which from thence was called Redgoretewn, or 
the town of the red-gore, and afterwards gave that name. to 
the whole pariſh. Rogertown is derived probably from the 
name of a family, Rogers, now entirely extinct; the name it- 
ſelf is now become obſolete. The other name Regorton, is 
Gaelic, and, as I am informed, guiies 3 in that Janguage 
2 field of corn. 
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Extent, —Tt is Free? 6 miles long, reckoning from Cralzs 
ingall, the Weſtmoſt point, to Safelanding, the Eaſtmoſ, 
2nd at a medium near 2 miles broad. There is a ſmall part 
of the pariſh disjoined from the reſt, which is about 6 miles 
diſtant from the church, running along the foot of the Gram- 
pian Mountains, and interſected by a neighbouring pariſh, 
The lower part of the pariſh extends itſelf in an irregular fi- 
gure, running along the rivers Tay and Almond. 
It is bounded on the South by the pariſh of T ippermuir, 
on the Weſt by Methven, on the North by Moncidy a and 
Aughtergav en, and on the Eaſt by Hebe : 


Situation, Soil, and Air —The country here is rather billy, 
but the high grounds are neither very elevated nor ſteep, but 


rife and fall gradually towards the rivers, where the land is 
flat, and in many places can be watered by the adjacent ri- 
Vers. . | | 85 8 
The foil is generally light, though in ſome places there is 
a mixture of clay and black earth ; and, where it is drained, 


and the large muir-ſtones, found here and there, either taken 


out, or {unk below the wt of the plough, the land is abun- 
aantly fertile. 


The ſituation of this pariſh 6 more erated than ſome 
of the neighbouring, the air is pure and healthy, The moſt 
prevalent diſtemper is the ague, which, however, is feldom 
mortal, and ſcems almoſt confined to the places neareſt the 
rivers, and to thoſe who are ane in the public works 
chere. 


Rivers. — The river Tay runs along the Eaſt fide of tho 
pariſh, Almond on the South and Weſt, and Shockie and 
Ordie en the Weſt. All the rivers. in this part of the cout- 
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try diſcharge themſelves into the Tay, which is the largeſt 
river in Scotland; and, when joined by the Earn, below 
Perth, is ſuppoſed to contain more freſh water than the 
Thames* There is a ſmall lake in the disjoined part of this 
pariſh, remarkable ſor it's depth in proportion to it's ſurface, 
which produces large trout of a blackiſh colour, from one to 
two pound weight, and upwards. The river Tay, in this 


of Redgorton: 


neighbourhood, abounds with ſalmon, from fixteen to twen- 
ty pound weight, at a medium; ſea, or white trout, from 


one to four pound; bull trout from one to thirty pounds; 


a yellow trout from two pounds and downwards, and a few 
pike and eels, There is alſo to be found here a ſmall fea 
trout, called the Lammas whiting, from a quarter to half a 
pound weight, of exquiſite taſte. It is ſo called, from its 


coming up from the ſea at this ſeaſon. The ſalmon and 


bull trouts are caught with nets, though there is excellent 
rod-fiſhing, or angling in Tay, as well as in the other three 
rivers, though in theſe there are no ſalmon but in the 
ſpawning ſeaſon. The ſalmon fiſhings let to tackſmen, a- 
mount to about 150l. annually. The ſalmon is one of the 
ſtaples in this country, and is generally ſent to the London 


market, or up the Mediterranean, When ſold here, they 


bring in Spring 9d. a pound, and 5d- in Summer; though, 

till within theſe 30 years, they were ſold at 2d per pound, 
and were ſo very plentiful, (the export trade being not then 
known) that in Perth and the neighbourhood, the ſervants 
made an article at hiring time, that ey ſhould not get it 
adove twice a-week. | 


Antiquities It was in this pariſh that the famous battle 
of Loncarty was fought, at the end of the 1oth century, un- 
der the reign of Kenneth III. betwixt the Scots and the 


Danes; which was ſo deciſive, that of the enemy engaged in 


battle, 
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: battle, 8 to ation. thoſe who hp the ſword 
were drowned in the river, which was then ſwelled wy the 
weint, and overflowet its banks.“ 


® ke was for their gallont behaviour at this memorable battle, that the fi. 
mily of the Hays were enobled, under the name of Hay of Errol, and had 
far or arms, argent, three eſcutebeans, gules, with the yoke and bow inſcribed, 
The common report is ſupported by the teſtimony of Hector Boetius, and 
Buchanan, that, on the firſt onſet, our countrymen gave way, and were pur- 
fued by the victorious Danes through the adjacent fields. This being ob- 
ferved by a farmer of the name of Hay, or Haia, and his two ſons, who 


were plowing in the adjacent fields, they took the yokes and bows of theic ; 


ploughs, croſſed the river Tay, and, thus accoutred, having taken a ſtand at 
a narrow pafs, ſtopped their {ugitive oounttymen, rallied them, renewed 
the battle, drove the Danes into the river, and thoſe that were not drowned, 
were cut to pieces. After this great ſlaughter, the King went with theſe 
three valiant Heroes in triumphant procefiton into the town of Perth; and 
next day holding an aſſembly of the States, at Scone, it was decreed to give 


the venerable old Champion the choice of the hounds chaſe, or the falcons | 


fAight, as a poſſeikon ſuitable ro the honours conferred on him; and, carry- 
ing him up to Kinnoul Hills, where the Danifh camp had lately been, tha: 

He might have a proſpect of the fine country lying below, great part of which 
vas to be his inheritance, he made choice of the Falcon's flight. The bird 
took its flight from the top of one of theſe hills, and it alighted on a ſtone 
by the river of Tay, a mile to the ſouth of the houſe of Errol, where it 
ftands at this day, and is ſtill called the fu/con's, or hazvl's fone. All the inter- 
mediate lands were given in property to this family, but have ſince been par- 


gelled out to different branches, and have been ſold to others; unleſs tha: 


part of the eſtaze, which is ſtill held by Hay of Leys, one of the eldeſt ca- 
Acts ol this noble ſamily. The country people ſtill ſhow the ridges of where 
the brave Hay and his ſon were ploughing when they joined the battle, and 
they were diſtinguihed from the reſt of the field by ſmall ſtripes of grais, or 
Daulks, on each fide, which no farmer ever dared to break up till within thet? 
thece years. They fill, alſo, ſhow you the narrow paſs, where the Hays 
rallicd their fly ing countrymen, which is now levelled down. I have fecn i: 
entire, when it much reſembled the ſmall Roman Nations, which are to be 
cen in many places of Scotland, though not ſo regular. They point out the 
turn again hillects, where the Danes began to retreat, and the hollew wa, 
aur cover oi which the Clans ſurrounded the Danes, I have f.cn a great 
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odern Hifloty and Improvements —The modern hiſtory of 
this pariſh, will appear to the Stateſman, to be much more 
aſeſul than a minute account of its antiquities. 


Cromæuel. 


vo 


number of tumuli, or burrows, ſcattzred over the field of battle, where the 
dead were buried, not raiſed in eny regular order,or in one place, but where 
ever the ſlain fell in the greateſt numbers; but they are now almoſt levelled 
with the reſt of the ground. I have ſcen many of them opened, and the 
light aſhes found there in great quantities, evince the nature of their contents. 
Some of the bones have been dug out quite entire, particularly a large hu- 


man ſkull, the jaw- bone and teeth being entire, in the preſence of the late 


Dr Boſwell, who lodged it in the Edinburgh Muſæum. In theſe, and throug}: 
the whole field, which may contain near three hundred Scotch acres, there 
have been found hilts and blades of fwords, ſpears, and bitts of bridles.— 
Some of theſe were in the poſſeſſion of the neighbouring gentlemen, and 
there is a houſe carpenter, who made of them planes, ſaws, and tools of huſ 

bandry. The field of battle, till of late, was grown over with heathaand 
bruſnwood, but is now cultivated, and become a rich field of corn, ſo that, 
in a literal ſenſe, © the ſwords have been beat into plough ſhares, their ſpears 
into pruniug hooks, and the deſert land has become a fruitſul field.” Theſe, 
and many other circumſtances, too minute to relate, were told, and pointed 
out to me, with as much enthuſiaſm, eſpecially by an old man of the name 
of Blair, whoſe anceſtors had been long proprietors in the neighbourhood, as 
if they had happened in his own time. The only remains of the famous 
battle now to be ſeen, the laſt of the tumuli being levelled two years ago, 
are the graves where the Daniſh General and Officers were buried. at th 


head of which there are large ſtones ſtill ſtanding, and a houſe lately inha- | 


bited, called to this day Denmark. To confirm the truth of this ancient 
piece of hiſtory, we have the uninterrupted tradition of the country, the teſ- 
timony of our moſt ancient Hiſtorians, the undoubted marks of a battle, the 
armorial bearings of the Errol Family, the Bows and the Yokes, as far back. 
a5 the twelfth century; and could any pieces of the armour be diſcovered, o. 


which there is ſome probability, ſhowing their BI to be Danilh, it would 


put the matter beyond all doubt. 
Another piece of antiquity not to be omitted, is ; the continuation of the 
cauſeway, leading from the Roman camp at Ardoch, which croſſes the Tay 
X its prefent conflux with the Almond. At this place there are the remains 


% a Roman ſtation : regularly formed into a ſquare, ſurrounded with a deep 
10K. 
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Cromavel! Parł.— I ſhall begin at the Weſt end, and pro. 
ced regularly towards ths Eaſt. The firſt object deſerving 


notice 


folls, which has been for ſome years gradually waſhing away by the over- 
flowing of the Almond. There have been dug up ſcveral earthen urns, 6]. 

Ted with human aſhes ; particularly a large one, about half an inch in thick- 
neſs, made of a very fine clay of a brown colour, plated on the inſide with 
brafs, almoſt conſumed, and covered with verdigreeſe, containing about ten 
Engliſh gallons. Another very curious one diſcovered, wes ſmaller than the 
former, the contents of which were, a ſew aſhes of oak-wood, and dart of a 
lachrymatory, which was a ſmall glaſs phial, the eighth of an inch in thick- 
refs, containing about an Engliſh quart and a half; at the bottom of another 


of theſe was found a plate of lead, weighing about cwo ſtone weight, with | 


Roman characters inſcribed. | 
The foundation of a wooden bridge thrown over the Tay at this place ſtill 
remains. It conſiſts of large oak planks, from fix to eight inches in diameter, 
faſtened together by long ſkairs, but coarſely jointed, and ſurrounded with 
claſps of iron, frequently twiſted. It would ſeem, that ſcrewbolts, and fine 
made joints, were then unknown. I cauſed one of them to be raiſed ſome 
years ago, at the requeſt of the late Dr Hope, who affured me that the fa. 
bric of the wood was not in the leaſt decayed. At the other end, beyond 
this bridge, to the North Eaſt, there are ſome remains of the continuation of 
the cauſeway, almo{ as far as Blairgowrie, beyond which there are no tra- 
ces of this famous military road to be diſcovered, This gives great credit 
20 the report of the battle betwixt Agricola and Galgacus being fought in 
that neighbourhood. Tacitus informs us, that his father-in-law Agricol. 
met with a heavy ſtroke in the death of his only ſon, an infant, which great- 
ly afflicted him, Afterwards he led his army to the foot of the Grampians, 
vrhere this battle was fought, and where Agricola, not without much blcod- 
ſhed, remained maſter of the field. In this engagement, Aulius Atticus, 
captain of 4 cohort, was killed, He was eſteemed by Agricola, and much la- 


mented by him aud the atmy. It is not improbable, that the large ornament- 


ed urn contained the aſhes of Agricola's ſon, and that the ſmaller one with 
the lachrymatory, the aſhes of Atticus, who would be interred with military 
konours. The preſent courſe of the Almond, though near the military road 
and ſtation, is about half a mile to the northward ſrom its junction with 
the Tay in former times. This river anciently had its courſe by Ruthven 
Caſlle, now Huntingtower, where there is il} a ſmall rivulet, known by 

| tho 
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notice is Cromwell Park. This was lately encloſed with a 


ſtone dyke, and may contain about one hundred and ſixty 


Vol. XV. IO N e e 


the name of Old Almond. At this place there was a Royal Fort, and a ſmall. 

village called Bartha, which was carried down. the river in the night time by 
2 very great inundation King William the firſt, ſurnamed the Lion, had 
tis youngeſt ſon, John, with his nurſe, and fourteen of his domeſtics, carried 
down the river and drowned, This happened in the year one thouſand, 
tro hundred and ten; ſo far Buchanan, and his predeceſſor Boe- 
tius deſerve credit, and their naration is confirmed by other hiſtorians, as 
well as by the conſtant tradition. But that the King, about two years af- 
terwards, removed the remains to the preſent ſite of the town of Perth, 
which he afterwards called Perth, or Perthai, is by no means deſerving of 


equal credit, That Perth has been overflowed by the waters of the Tay, 1s 


certain, but, from the digging for the foundation of ſome houſes lately 
built, there have been diſcovered paved ftreets, from three to ten feet deep, 
{> that it has probably always ſtood on, or near to its preſent ſituation, This 
opinion is ſtrengthened by this circumſtance, that the charter granted by 
King William is only a nova damus, or a renewal of a former charter, 

| There are, in various parts, remains of Druidical places of worſhip, and 
judgment, particularly at Uver Beuchil, where there ate twelve large ſtones 
ſet on end, and one larger in the middle. At ſome ſmall diſtance, there are 


other two, the one with nine, and the other with ſeven, and what is peculiar 


with theſe here and elſewhere, is, that the number is always an odd one. 
There are large heaps of ſtones near Pircairn, called penance cairns, which, 


according to the tradition of the country, were collected by way of penance 


in the time of popery. They are in the 9 of a rin chapel, 
which is now 10 ruins. 

About a quarter of a mile below dealer licre the river Tay is of conlls 
Ederable breadth, there is a natural ridge of rocks that runs acroſs the river, 


amoſt forming an arch, which, at the top, within theſe thirty years, was only 


tizhteen feet wide: but the arches were thrown down. of late, in order to 
build a dam dyke tar an inlet of the water to Luncarty Bleachfield. To ſi- 
milar arches were formed over the river Almond, where they were but of 
late widened for ſimilar purpoſes. The fabric of theſe is not inferior in point 
of ſymmetry to the work of the moſt ingenious architect, but greatly * 
the art of human hands in point of ſtrength. 
| ſhall cloſe this aceount of the antiquities of this pariſh, by obſerving, 

that in a field, called to this day Cromwell Park, the report is, that the Pro- 
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acres. The proprietor, about fourteen years ago, offered te 
let the whole for a rent of thirty pounds ſterling; now it 
is become the ſeat of two large manufactures, a cotton mill, 
and a print-field, and brings to the proprietor of the land an 
hundred a-year ; but, if we take in the improvement of the 
adjoining fields, neceffarily connected with theſe great works, 


its value can ſcarcely be eſtimated. About twelve years ago, 


Mr William M“ Alpine, from the neighbourhood of Glaſgow, 
a clergyman's ſon, who had been bred a callico printer, 
came to view this country, and having beheld with aſto- 
niſhment the great quantity of freſh water, the nu- 
merous falls for working machinery by water, made 
choice of this ſpot for erecting a cotton mill and print- field. 
Enlarging his views as he diſcovered more of the advan- 
tages of the ſituation of the neighbourhood near Perth, he ſet 
down very extenſive works for printing on the other fide of 
the Tay, in the pariſh of Scone, now called Stormontfield; 

and ſhowed, in all his operations, an extent of genius, hither- 
to unknown in this part of the country. Bur, ſuch is the fa- 
tality of all human ſchemes, not content with his views in 
this country, he unhappily involved himſelf with ſome of 
the great houſes in Mancheſter, who failed ſome years ago, 
by the market being overſtocked with eottons, and with them 
he fell. However, the ſpirit he raiſed in this neighbourhood, 
caught ſome of the wealthy people in Perth, who hitherto 
had not obſerved their natural and local advantages. Now a 
company of Perth merchants carry on here both the ſpin- 
n ton avd printing calicoes. The printing, in the year 


preceding che lirth of July, ſeventeen hundred and ninety- | 


one, 


tector had a ſmall advanced camp, to check the inreads of the Highlanders 
into Perth, which aſterwards gave the name to this field, which it ſlill re- 
tains. In digging the foundation of a cotton mill, which has lately been e- 
xeRed there, ſquare iron ſhot of thirty-two pounds weight were ſound, whick 
$'7es credibility to the common report, which has never been doubted. 


ul 


the 
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one, amounted to 198,288 ſquare yards of calicoes and li- 


nens, and has fince varied, more, or leſs, according to the 
demand. When the cotton mill i 1s finiſhed, it will contain. 
about four thouſand ſpindles, and give employment to near 
aine hundred hands. There are about one hundred and fif- 
ty employed in various branches of the printing buſineſs, be- 
ſides their families. 


Pitcairn. Green.—Adjoining to thels, and *dependant ori 


them, is the village of Pitcairn-green, which is only in its in- 
fancy; but of which Mrs Cowley, in her elegant poem oi 
this riſing village, predicts, that it will one day rival anche 


ter. May her prophecy be foon accompliſhed ! 


Battleby. ==Brocreditig eaſtward, the next village is Battle- 
by, near where the battle of Loncarty was fought, but as yet 


there are few houſes built. It is meant for weavers, and | 


to accommodate the Loncarty companys 


Loncarty. About half a mile further on, is 3 


where ſtand the works erected by the late Mr William Sande- 


man. There is a large farm here, and though the ſoil is rather 
barren, the hand of induſtry has wrought wonders. I have 


with pleaſure frequently beheld this ingenious man pointing 


out to ſtrangers a ſmall field containing about fix acres, 
which he intended for bleaching thread, and to which he ori- 


ginally defigned to confine his attention in that branch of 


buſineſs. But ſcarce was it finiſhed, when his ideas expand- 
ed, and for more than thirty years paſt, there have been 
eighty acres or upwards covered with cloth, which has been 
whitened and dreſſed either after the Dutch or Iriſh mode; 
in ſo perfect a manner, that as yet it is unrivalled in great 


3 1 2 ful 


Britain, Mr Sandeman was very lucky in adopting a ſkil- 
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ful and attencive e partner, Mr Hector Turnbull, who with 
great ſucceſs conducted the operative part of this work; 
Five hundred thouſand ſquare yards, at a medium, are bleach- 
ed annually ; and thoug" both theſe gentlemen are now dead, 
their ſons and deſcendants conduct matters in ſuch a ma% 
terly way, that che buſineſs is rather increaſing for theſe two 
years paſt. Beſides linens of various deſcriptions, they have 
| now begun to bleach muſlins. This company ſpins cotton 
by jeanies, conſtructed after the moſt approved plan; the 
carding and roving are performed by water. They employ 
about a thouſand ſpindles. They made their own ſoap and 
eandles till of late. They refine their old lees, and from 
them make aſhes. It would ſwell this narration too much, 
to deſcribe minutely the various and extenſive machinery, 
tlie canals, and ſprings of water, conducted at very conſider- 


able expence to keep the whole in motion. I ſhall only add, 


that ſo far from being as yet complete, when they either ob- 
tain a new leaſe, or a feu, from the proprietor, which is now 
in agitation, their works will probably be greatly enlarged, 
and other new branches of manufacture introduced, as they 
have feveral water falls yet unoccupied. There are more 
than three hundred employed here, beſides their families; 


All the manufactures I have taken notice of, are erected 


on the eſtate of Colonel Graham of Balgowan, who has three 
fourths of the whole pariſh. This gentleman, for ſome time 
paſt, has given confiderabie attention to improving his lande, 
has planted with great taſte many thouſands of firs, and all 
manner of foreſt wood; covered with trees the little emi- 
nences in different places; run flips of planting for miles 
along the different farms, and twixt the different encloſures ; 
built fences with ditches and quicks; and where ſtones 
could be got, has made ſnap dykes, which form an imme- 
diate fence, $0 that from being heath and uncultivated land, 
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his extenſive eſtate ban bete almoſt a garden: and how: 


ever brilliant his ſervice to his country has been, in raiſi ing 
for Government two battalions of ſoldiers, his patriotiſm, i in 


improving fo much waſte land, is a more eſſential ſervice, 
and will continue when the brilliancy of his martial Exploits 
will be forgotten. _ 


S! 0 y. —After paſting Loncarty and Mr Graham s proper- 


ty, we come next to the eſtate of Nairn, belonging to tho. 


Duke of Athol, where the improvements are not leſs rapid 


and worthy of notice. The moſt remarkable object here is 


the cotton mill of Stanley, which employs about 2000 ſpin- 
dles; and beſides this, there is now erecting a mill for ſpin- 
ning flax; but as the ſite of both theſe are in the pariſh of 
Aughtergavin „I thall only here take notice, that a ſmall civus 
let running through the village, divides the two pariihes, and 
when the whole plan is completed, there will be more than 
the half of it in this, beſides the whole of their preſent farm. 
In that part of the village belonging to Redgorton, there are 
at preſent about three kundred ſouls. 


As to the improvements of land, what 1s remarkable, is is this 


circumſtance, that about three or ſour years ago, two thirds 
were heath, and now they are fertile fields of corn, wheat, 


and graſs. The two farms molt improved, and which more 


immediately catch the eye of th: traveller, are thoſe pbſſeſ- 
ſed by. Mr James Stobie, land ſurveyer, and Mr Charles 
Stewart, on each of which there are erected houſes and oſſi- 
ces in a taſtey ſtile. 


Beſides the public works already mentioned, there is one 
corn mill, one oil ditto, one flour ditto, and one barley ditto, | 


belonging to Lord Mcthven, at the mills of Pitcairn. In o- 
ther places, there are two corn mills, belonging to Colonel 
Graham. 
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In the whole of this pariſh, three fourths of which weis 
within theſe few years heath and ſwamps, there are little 
more than 300 acres of muir, the reſt being under tillage, ot 
covered with trees. In the lower pare of the pariſh there are 
3289 acres. 


Population. —In the year 1755 by Dr Webſter's computa- 
tion, the numbers were 1074. There muſt have been a miſtake 
here: for in the year 1763, when the preſent incumbent was 

| ſettled, by an accurate ſurvey, the number of ſouls amounted 
to little more than 600. In the year 1772, they amounted 


to 1700 and odds, and now to 2123, of which 507 are under rſh 
10 years of age. But as ſome of the manufactures are in a will 
Rate of infancy, and as there are not yet houſes built within he 
the pariſh ſufficient to accomodate thoſe employed therein, by 
who are obliged to lodge in the neighbouring pariſhes, the fon 
preſent numbers are but an imperfect ſketch of the hands T3 
employed in the various branches of trade. Houſes are con- 4 
tinually building; ſo that, in a few years, the numbers of this 
pariſh will probably,be doubled ; particularly at the cotton 
works in Cromwell Park, where at preſent two floors only 02 
are filled with machinery ; but before Whitſunday next, the ki 
whole will be completed, which will bring an increaſe of T 
400 or 500 inhabitants. ſo 
As the regiſter of births and burials is not accurately ir 
kept; as poor people in many cafes omit entering their ti 


names in the regiſter, to avoid the trifling expence of n 
regiſtration, and ſome bury the dead without the aſſiſtance n 
of the ſexton, the account of either cannot be exaCt : but 1 
from the moſt authentic documents that can be collect- 1 
ed, the annual births, for ſome time paſt, at a medium, a- 6 
mount to ſomewhere betwixt 80 and 100, the burials be- | 
twixt 20 and 30, and the marriages about 18. 


There 
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Phere are about 30 weavers, but their number will ſoon 

increaſe ; three ſmithies, and two maſter houſe carpenters, be- 

| des thoſe belonging to the public works; there are ſeven pu- 
blic houſes, but three would be perfectly ſufficient ſor every 
uſeful purpoſe. Lhere are no reſiding heritors, neither are 
there here any phyſicians, lawyers, or attornies. There are 
14 farms, of which 10 are the property of Colonel Graham. 
Beſides theſe, are many ſmall poſſeſhons, having attached to 
them from one to ten acres. There ſeems to be a delign. 
formed, and already carried into execution for about two 
miles, to connect theſe ſmall pendicles and the various villa- 
ges; ſo that within a few years, the whole length of the pa- 
fin, which is about fix miles, will appear as one connected 
village. There are no oxen uſed there, either for plowing or 
the draught ;z and as the common plough is generally drawn 
by two horſes, the number of black cattle reared here is but 
ſmall, and generally ſold at the age of two or three years. 
There is not a man or woman that has either hand or limb 
without employment. 
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Production. The crops raiſed here are wheat, rye, barley, 
oats, peaſe, turnips, flax, potatoes, and graſs-ſeeds of various 
kinds; the one half of the farms being generally in graſs. 
They export ſome wheat and rye, large quantities of barley, 
ſome young cattle, and conſiderable quantities of ſlates. They 
import ſome of the larger kind of horſes, and great quanti- 
ties of oats and oat meal. There are two ſmall pits of ſhell- 
marle, and the rivers Almond and Shockie are lined with rock 
marle, of a reddiſh colour. They generally lay 50 bolls of 
ſhell-marle on the acre, but four times that quantity of rock 
marle ; the former loſes it virtue within five years, while the 
other continues to. operate for fifteen, and ſeems fully to com- 
penſate for the extra expence in digging and carriage. 
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In the weer part of the pariſh, there are 2,439 acres ara, 
ple, 250 on natural paſture, 300 planted, and nearly as much 
wt heath, There is a eee of the whole pariſh, 

Milcellanons Bae e bee icant ny the local 
ſituation of this pariſh, it is both healthy, and capable of 
great improvements, from there being water falls at many 
places yet unoccupied. The fiek from Perth, which is al- 
moſt ſituated as low a as the ſurface of the river, come here 
£9 breathe a purer air, and to recover health. The diſciples 
of the late Mr John Glaſs, who was the father and founder 
of the independents in Scotland, can atteſt the truth of this, 
Ibey find Loncargy 7 place both chearful and nouriſhing ; 
ſrom wluch the wearied ſeldom go without refreſhment, or 
the hungry without being fed. 


22 the various 


The work people, employed 
manufactures, are diſtinguiſhed from their 
neighbours by the cleanlineſs and neatneſs of their dreſs, 
particulirly the females, who, upon this account, are gene- 


rally married very young. There is a ſprightlineſs and vi- 


vacity in their manners, which is very engaging; and on all 
convivial occaſions, eipecially at their Weadings, as they are 


generally taught to dance, they diſplay a gaiet) and 0: der, 


which 15 The bounds of the 
not confine this humour, but it has diffuſed itſelf 
trough the whole country; and the proprietors of thoſe 


works who reſide in Perth, have felt its 


ſellom found in other places. 
pariſh do 


inſluence. In 
place of travelling in carts, and being jaded on hacks, 
their 
and give an aiting to their wives and children, in 


many of the mat nuf:Qurers have 
dine 
riding, 


. 
gentzel carriges. 


The gentlemen and ladies there, are dreſ- 


the 3 elegance that is obſerved in other places, 
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go, there were only three or four chaiſes in Perth to be 
et for hire, and now there are ſixteen; and theſę muſt be 
beſpoke ſeveral days before they are needed, otherwiſe the 
intended jaunt muſt be poſtponed. This increaſe cannot 
be altogether imputed to ſtrangers who paſs through Perth 
s a thorough-fare, but alſo to the great increaſe of the 
manufactures, which ſupply not only the neceſſaries, but 
fo the elegancies of life. lhe attention to decorum has 
extended itſelf to the public worſhip of the Deity, where, 


of Redgorton. 


tefides the Pſalms of David, the p-raphraſcs lately recom- 


nended by the General Aſſembly, are ſung in various parts, 
with ſome hymns and anthems; ſo that the muſic in this 
church is not excelled but by few in this kingdom. At the 
celebration of the great Chriſtian feſtival, the Sacrament of 
the Supper, though the church ſcarcely. contains the com- 
municants, there is no field or tent preaching, as in ſome 
ther places, ſo derogatory from the ſolemnity of chis inſti- | 
tution, 


Diſadvantages However, on the whole, it muſt be ac- 
mowledged, that the elevated acd unequal ſurface of the 
greater part of the lands, render it wet and ſpungy, and 
the large whin ſtones found detached in different places, 
make it difficult to labour with the plough. But the one 
ein be removed by drains, which can eafily be filled with 
mall tones, found every where in abundance; and the o- 
ler, either by digging, blowing, or by ſinking them below 
the level of the plough. If the tenants have no leiſure for 
tnelc operations, there are undertabers here, 'who will exe- 
cute the work either by day wages or per acre. It is an im- 
pediment to the building here, that there is no free-{tone in 
lie pariſh 3 but this can be found in the neighhourhood, par- 
icularly near the conlines of the pariſh of Methver. When 

Vol. XV. 3 Z they 
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they build with whin-ſtone, either in time of rain or in 
thaw after froſt, the houſes become damp by the ſtones 
ſweating, or becoming moiſt z a fault which only can be 
remedied by lathing the walls with wood, which is the caſe 
with the manſe. There are many clay pits from which they 
make excellent bricks. 

The grofs rental of the whole pariſh, amounts nearly to 
one thouſand and ſeven hundred pounds, including the fiſh- 
inge. But this conveys but an imperfect idea of what the 
yearly rentat will foon be. For the farm of Loncarty, which 
contains about five hundred acres, rents only at eighty guin- 
eas, and there are other farms in a ſimilar ſituation. The 
Duke of Athol's tacks have been lately ſet for twenty two 
years, but the moſt of Colonel Graham's are nearly expired. 
The detached part of the pariſh, which runs along the 
Grampians, is not remarkable for any thing but its blue 
ſlate quarries, which, though neither fo large nor fo thin as 
the Eaſdale ſlates, are very durable. There are two kinds, 
a light and dark blue ; the laſt is generally preferred. 

There is no other church than the eſtabliſhed one; and 
the various fects of ſeceders, burgers, relief and indepen- 
| dents, do not amout to more than a twentieth part of the 
pariſh. The manſe and church were built within theſe 
twenty years; and though both are more elegant than the 
ordinary ones, yet they are both too ſmall. The ſtipend, 
eſtimating the victual at the uſual converfion, is ſcarce eighty 
pounds; it is probable, however, it will ſoon be augmented. 
There were originally three chapels depending on the Ab- 
bacy of Scone, with a glebe annexed to each, but were 
ſometime aſter the Reformation erected into one parilh, 
which afterwards took its name from the centrical one, 
Redgorton. Two of ns glebes are contiguous to the pre- 

ſent 


1 


ſent manſe, and altogether may meaſure about twelve acres. 
The Viſcout Stormont, now Earl of Mansfield, is patron. 

The preſent incumbent was ſettled in 1763. His imme- 
diate predeceſſor was George Fraſer, now miniſter at Monei- 
dy, who ſucceeded to George Meek, whoſe predeceſſor was 


George. Blaky, who was the firſt miniſter ſettled after the 


Revolution, and ſucceeded Achterlouny, who carried off 
all the public records in his time, as well as thoſe that were 


more ancient; and fince, no account of the ancient ge 


ſunds has ever been recovered. 
The heritors of this pariſh, are, the Duke of Athol, Lord 


Methven, Colonel Graham of Balgowan, and Mr Drummond 
of Logiealmond, none of whom refide. 


The funds for maintaining the poor are ſmall ; they ariſe 
chiefly from ſeat rents in the church, the weekly collections, 
and a ſmall aſſeſſment of ten or fifreen pounds yearly, the 


one half paid by the heritors, the other by the pariſhioners. 
The poor here ſeldom exceed eight or ten in number ; and 
a ſum not exceeding thirty pounds is ſuſſicient for their ſup- 
port, as well as for defraying all the expences of the ſeſſion 
clerk, &c. The poor get from two to ſix ſhillings monthly, 


and, before winter, a few coals and cloaths when neceſſary. 


From half of the collections, which the Seſſion is allowed 
to diſpoſe of at pleaſure ; the money from the mortcloths, 


and the fines, the poor children, who are not on the 
pariſh liſt, are educated, get books and cloaths. When 


any extraordinary calamity falls out, there is a collection 
made for the purpoſe, which is generally liberal. There 


have been no beggars or travelling poor here for theſe thirty 


years, ever ſince the preſent incumbent was ſettled. There 
1s one parochial ſchool ; the ſalary is no more than one hun- 
dred merks Scots; the number of ſcholars is from fifty to 
one hundred. Beſides this, there are two private ſchools, 
ane at Stanley, the other at Cromwell Park, There are 
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three public roads which paſs through this pariſh, and very 
near the manſe : the great road from Perth to Dunkeld, 
which is a turnpike, that from Dunkeld to Balgowan, Stir. 
ling, &c; and the third from Perth to the Weſt Highlands 


through Glenalmond. About twenty years ago, the an- 


nual wages of a man ſervant, were from four to five pounds, 
now from ſeven to tenz and of a woman-ſervant, from 
thirty to forty ſhillings, now three or four pounds. A day- 
| labourer then thought himſelf well paid with eight pence, 
now he demands one ſhilling, and can fcarce be hired at 
any rate. The people in this pariſh, are very induſtrious, 


unleſs it be ſtrangers, on their firſt coming from diſtant parts, 


who ſoon acquire the decent manners of this country. Con- 
ſiderable attention is paid to the morals of the people at the 
public works, particularly at Loncarty, where the manu- 
factures have been eſtabliſhed for forty years. When the 
young folks of either ſex, are ſuſpected of too much inti- 
macy, the young man 1s called before his maſter; and if he 
refuſcs to marry the laſs he profeſſes to love, he is imme- 
diately diſmiſſed from the work; but if he marries, which 
is generally the caſe, he gets a houſe and garden, and a ſmall 
compliment. The only feuel made uſe of here is coal, which 
they either bring from Perth, or from the pits. If the laſt 
is the caſe, they ſet off with their carriages about midnight, 
and arrive at home the next evening in the twilight. 


General Obſervations.—I ſhall conclude this hiſtory with a 
few general obſervations reſpecting the police of the coun- 
try, and the improvement of the livings of the clergy in 
Scotland. £ 

If the gentry could be induced to attend the worſhip of 


the eſtabliſhed church; if the churches were rendered more 


comfortable, and the roads and avenues leading thereunto, 
wers 
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were kept decent and dry, public worſhip would be more 
generally attended, the collections for the poor would be in- 
creaſed, aſſeſſments rendered unneceſſary in moſt country pa- 
inds riſhes, the gentlemen would thereby become more patriotic, 
an- and their influence greatly enlarged. However lightly they 
14s, may think of the preſent aſſeſſments for the maintenance of 
rom the poor, which will every day increaſe, if no method ſimilar 
lay- to the above 1 1s adopted, they will ſoon become as burden- 
ce, ſome as the poor's rates m England ; which will conſequent- 
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| at ly lower the value of their lands, 
us, If the Legiſlature would enlarge the glebes, and] in place 


ris, of fix, allocate to the clergy twenty or thirty acres of land, Wd 


ny it would be both advantageous to the incumbent and ufeful 9 
che to the whole country, by ſetting to public view a field well 00 
mh cultivated, and that at no greater expence than could be af- +08 
the forded by the ordinary farmer. But till this can be obtain- I "3 al 
li- ed, might not the beritors accomodate their miniſters with a 9 
he few acres at the ſame rate that they would demand from 1 
IC others, without charging, as a few do, an extra rent on ac- } 1 
ch count of the convenience, &c ? "oy 
all To obtain favour in theſe reſpects to the clergy of this | 1 
ch church, would it not be an inducement, that the preſent in- 4448 
alt eumbents would pay a little more attention to what land they TT L 
it, already poſſeſs, and join with the e ſome degree of ele- {13 
gance; as enlarging their gardens, and beſtowing ſome pains 19 
on their cultivation, and, where the ſituation of the manſe [lr 6 
l permits, have a ſmall lawn and ſhrubbery around the houſe. 33 ; 
” It would be no great expence to plant an hundred fruit 14 l 
8 trees or more, which in a few years would become profita- HY 
ble. I ſpeak not from theory, but from my own experi- 42 7 
pf : | oe} 
ence. I know a neighbour, who, by enlarging his garden, N 
has got a plot for onions Which yields him from five to ten | [-#: 
: | pounds „ 
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pounds yearly, and that without any other expence than 
ploughing and harrowing, without the aid of the ſpade. An- 
other ſells apples to the amount of ten pounds and upwards; 
a third garden roots and gooſeberries to the ſame amount. 
Why ſhould not the practice be general? Fo. 
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PARISH or KIRKMABRECK. 


(STEwaRTY or KIRKCUDBRIGHT, PRESBYTERY or WiG- 
TON, AND SYNOD of GALLOWAT.) 


By Alzx. MACLEAN, Erg, 


Name, Situation, and Extent. 


ER 


3 or more properly the church in the brake, 

is exceedingly deſcriptive of the place in which the church 
formerly ſtood ; for as brake ſignifies furze, bramble, thorns, 

heath, fern, &c. ſo, not only the particular place in which 

the church ſtood®, but alſo many other places in the pariſh, 
are incumbered with thoſe ſubſtances. This pariſh, which 

includes part of the ancient pariſh of Kirkdale, is 8 miles in 

length, from North to South, and about 4 miles in breadth 

from Eaſt to Weſt. Bounded by the pariſh of Minnigaff on 

the 


The church was removed to the place where it now ſtnods at Creetown, 
abont 150 years go; the people ſtill continue to bury at the old church. 
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the North, Girthon on the Eaſt, Anwoth on the South, and 
the rivers Cree and Wigton Bay, on the Weſt. | 


Surface, Soil, and Produce —The country in general hag 
rather a mountainous appearance, riſing gradually from the 
ſhore the whole length of the pariſh yet the interior part is, 
in many places, interſected with rivulcts, valleys, and low- 
land, which, by the induſtry of the inhabitants, and being in 


the vicinity of ſuch inexhauſtable treaſures of ſea-ihells, have 


been rendered very fertile, either for producing crops of 


grain, or for paſturage. The lands on the banks of the river 


Cree, (which forms Wigton Bay, and is the weſtern bounda- 


ry the whole length of the parith) is of a ſuperior quality, 
partly of a clay, and partly of a gravelly ſoil, and, for either 


tillage or graſſing, is equal to any land in the South of S-ot- 


land. The country all along the Bay has a moſt delightful 


appearance, the great military road running along the coaſt 
between Gatehouſe of Fleet, and Newton-Douglaſs, is one 


of the moſt pleaſant ſtages in Scotland, the whole being di- 
verſified with woods, gentlemen's ſeats, and beautiful inclo- 


ſures, hills gently riſing on the one hand, the Bay on the o- 
ther, with a full view of the town, and great part of the ſhire 


of Wigton on the oppoſite fide of the Bay, and the Iſle of 
Man, lying out in 5t George's Channel; ſo that, for variety 


of objects, ſo well fitted to pleaſe and amuſe the fancy, or to 


elevate and expand the mind, ſuch a proſpact is ſeldom to be 


met with. The mountainous parts are partly green and 


partly covered with heath, or heather, with a mixture of 


. graſs and herbage, that feeds both ſheep and black cattie to- 
lerably well. Theſe ſheep, which are of the black faced kind, 
and of the ſmall breed, are generally eſte med excellent mut- 
ton, and when come.to age, the wedders generally weigh 


from 
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from 8 to 10lb. per quarter, their wool generally brings from 

8 to 10s. per ſtone, 26 lib. Engliſh to the ſtone. They are 
all bred upon the land, and fold off when they come to age, 
in regular rotation. There are alſo a few of the large breed 
graſs'd upon the low land, worth from 18 to 258. Ster. The 
black cattle are all of the true Galloway breed, and a great part 
of them not inferior to any in the country*; when they are 
cometoaye, they generally go to the Engliſh markets. The hor- 
ſes are moſtly all of the draught kind, for the purpoſe of farm- 
ing, only a few kept for the ſaddle. There are alſo a few 
goats, but that kind of ſtock are not numerous, the whole 
ſock of the pariſh ſtand thus: Eg 


Sheep of the ſmall breed, - 7, 500 
Ditto of the large breed, — - 300 
Black cattle, mY - — 5 1600 
Horses, 3 — "©" I 
Goats, - - 2 — 500 


There are alſo hogs and poultry in abundance, for the uſe 
of the inhabitants. This part of the country alſo yields a 
plentiful ſource of amuſement to the ſportſman, being well 
ſtocked with grouſe, black game, partridge, hares, and wood- 
cock in the ſeaſon. The black game, however, have of late 


years been ſcarce, and appears to be rather upon the de- 


cline. 


Agriculture, &c Thirty years ago there was no kind of 
grain exported from this parith, but, on the contrary, im- 
portations was ſome times neceſſary for the ſupport of the 
inhabitants. Since that period there is an increaſe of po- 
pulation of about 400 ſouls, and now there is a conſiderable 
quantity of oats, bear, barley, and potatoes, exported annual- 
ly. There is generally between goo and rooo acres in til- 

N 6, ITS r N lage 


It is common to ſell two years old beaſts at fix pounds or fix guineas, 
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lage, two thirds of which may be ſown with oats, and the 
_ remainder with bear, barley, potatoes, and a few acres in 
turnip. The principal manure uſed for improving land is 


ſea ſhells, of which there is an almoſt inexhauſtable quanti- 


ty, not only within the high water mark on this ſide of Wig- 
ton bay, but alſo in the dry land, ſeveral hundred yards 


from the ſhore, particularly in the holms of Caſſencarie, the 


Property of Alexander Muir M'Kenzie Eſq; where they are 
in beds from four to ten feet deep of the fineſt ſhells ima- 
ginable, without almoſt any mixture of ſand. As there can- 


not remain a doubt but that theſe ſhells have been thrown 


together and left there by the tide, fo from thefe and other 
foſſile marine productions, found both on this and the other 
fide of the bay, it is evident, that the tide has flowed 15 or 
16 feet higher on this coaft, at that period, than. it doth at 
the preſent. Theſe ſhells are generally ſold by the agents of 

Mr McKenzie at 5d per tun, 25 tuns of which is ſufficient 
for an acre of land, and proves a cheap and excellent ma- 


nure to this part of the country, and is confidered much 
preferable to either lime or marle. But the advantages of 


this valuable treaſure of ſhells is not confined to this part of 
the country alone, but extends round 50 or 60 miles of a 
coaſt as far as the mull of Galloway, where they are ſold as 
high as 3s. 6d. per tun. Many thouſand tuns of theſe ſhells 
are carried off annually, by a number of veſſels, from 20 to 
60 tuns burthen, which are conſtantly employed when the 
weather will permit, in carrying them all round the coaſt, 
and ſome times even to the Iſle of Man. Theſe ſhells have 
been uſed with great advantage for the improvement of bar- 
ren heathy land, in ſo much, that many hundreds of acres 
in this pariſh, originally not worth more than 2s. per acre, 
have been made worth from 10s. to 158, per acre. Yet 
this, like every other advantage that is eaſily attained, is not 
duly 
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acres of land in the pariih, which, from both ſoil and climate, 


is highly capable of cultivation, at preſent lying in a ſtate of 
nature, covered with heath, and almoſt good for nothing. 


The fault here reſts almoſt wholly with the landlords, who 
in that reſpect are in a great meaſure blind to their own inte- 
reſt ; for where the means of improvement is got at ſo cheap 
a rate, and the diſtance not great to carry it, a little calcula- 


tion might ſerve to demonſtrate, that on nothing could they 


Jay out their money to ſo much advantage ; but where a te- 
nant has only a leaſe for nineteen years, and perhaps his en- 
couragement not great otherwiſe, it cannot be expected that 
he ſhould lay out much money in the encloſing and cultiva- 
tion of barren land*. From the above hint, it is not intend- 
ed to throw any imputation of floth or. inactivity upon ei- 
ther landlord or tenant, (but only to ſhow that a great deal 


more might {till be done 3) for there are ſevera! farms which | 
now pay five times as much rent as they did thirty years a- 


go, and the tenants ſtill able to live much better now than 
they did then. There are in the pariſh 76 carts, ſix of 
which are kept for hire, and the reſt for the purpoſes of farm- 
ing; ; and 63 plows, ſome of the Englith, and ſome of the old 

4A 1 Scotch 


e writer of the above having a good deal of experience in the im- 


provement of barren heathy land, would recommend the following plan 


where ſuch land has a moſſy ſurſace, and of a very ſtiff benty ſoil. Inſtead 


of fallo wing, which is the common practice, and which is attended with a 
great deal of labour and expence, plow up the land in winter or ſpring; the 
ſummer following give it a flight harrowing, to prevent the manure falling 
down between the furrows, after which ſpread the manure upon it, and fa 
let it ly for at leaſt one year, or, if the ſoil is very ſtiff, two years, before 
you put a plough in it, You will then find, that the ſurface is quite rotten, 
and that the land is fit for a crop of oats, turnips, &c.; and that by giving 
it time to ly till the ſurface rot, it does more chan even | allowing could de 


70 duch land, and the expence nothing. 


duly prized or improven, for there are {til} upwards of 1000 
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Scotch kind; and where the und has been cultivated, they 2 
wy moſtly drawn by two horſes, 185 


Population 2 Dr Webſter s liſt in 17 1 the pam ben 
were rated at 858. In the year 1764, the whole population 
amounted to 680 ſouls, of which the Ferry- town of Cree 
(now Creetown) then contained 104. As the country part 
of the pariſh has altered very little in point of population, 
ſince that period, it will be neceſſary to ſhow the increaſe 
that has been in Creetown at all the different periods fince 
that time, 


$ = N. 3 

I k 8 . 2 2 

JJ 

VVV 

In 1764, Creetown contained 34 20 84 104 4 © r 
In 1774, ditto CFC wa 
In 1784, ditto ö 1 145 88 354 444 Is 2:6 let 

From the 1ſt November 1793 5 

th 

to ditto 1794 183 142 409 551 19 6 234 
In 1794, the whole pariſh *.. „ 00 


riſh contains 1 289 249 839 1088 38 9 27 


Cauſes of Population. — Tlie increaſe of population, not on- 

ly in this place, but alſo in many other places in Scotland, 

is principally owing to theſe three following cauſes: 

1. To the beneficial effects of inoculation for the ſmall- 

pox, by which the lives of numbers of children are pre ſerv- 

ed; and, general as the practice is become, yet, ſtill there are 
many of theſe little innocents, that fall victims to the inat- 
tention, ſtupidity, and ſuperſtition of their parents, who are 

To wedded to their ancient prejudices, that rather than part 
with them, they will contign over half-a-dozen fine children 
to the ravages of this terrible diſorder, or, perhaps, to the 
gloomy manſions of the tomb. 


2. To 


\ Of the 23 children that died in Crectowu laſt year, 12 died of the (mall 
pox. 


. = MH Deaths. 
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2. To the improvement of waſte lands, by Which num- 
bers are employed and maintained. 

3. To the recently eſtabliſhed branches of manufactures. 
By the firſt, life is en and "7 the two laſt, ere, 
tion is nn, 


1 and Climate —The beſt proof of purity of the air and 
goodneſs of the climate, is the good ſtate of health general- 
ly enjoyed by the inhabitants; they being ſeldom ſubje& to 
agues, fevers, conſumptions, or ſuch diſorders as proceed 
from a corrupted atmoſphere. The rheumatiſm is the only 
diforder that ſeems to gain ground, and moſt generally com- 
plained of. Though there is a great deal of 'rain that falls 
here, yet the air is conſidered dry and healthy, owing to the 
water being ſuddenly carried off by the rapidity of che rivu- 
lets or burns, which immediately convey it again to the ſea, 
there being no ſwamps or marihy ground in this part of the 
country. 


General State of the Pariſh. —The ancient valuation of the 
pariſh, as it ſtands in the ceſs books of the county, is 31991. 
10s. 8d. Scots. The real rent or preſent value of the 
land is 2,750 1. Sterling. The number of heritors is fifteen, 
of whom three only reſide in the pariſh. John M*<Culloch, 
Eſq; of Barholm, (one of the refiding heritors,) is joint pa- 
tron with the King- Dr John Inglis, the preſent incum— 
bent is a married man, and has two children, a ſon and a 
daughter, and has been ſettled fourteen years. The former 
ſtipend was ſixty pounds Sterling, and four pounds for com- 
munion elements, but by an augmentation of victual ſti- 
pend, obtained in the year 1792, the prefent living is worth 
a hundred guineas per annum, independent of the glebe and 
wanſe, which is worth 25 1. more, and is placed in a de- 
5 light ful 
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lightful ſituation on the fide of the bay, about a mile and a 


half below Creetown. The church and manſe are both in 

a pretty good ſtate of repair. There are very few diſſenters 

here, only three ſeceders and two cameronians in the whole 
' pariſh; and as a proof of the health and good morals of the 
people, and what probably contributes in ſome meaſure to 
both, is, that there is neither phyſician, ſurgeon, lawyer, nor 
attorney in the whole pariſh. The poor's ſunds generally 


amount to about 35 |. per annum, which, when judiciouſly 


applied, ſo effectually relieves the wants of thoſe depending 
upon the public charity, (which ſeldom exeeed ten in num- 
ber,) that there has not been one inſtance of a native of this 
pariſh going out of it as a ſtrolling beggar, for theſe thirty 
| years paſt. The ſchoolmaſter's ſallary is a hundred pound 
Scots, independent of the ſchool wages; but beſides the 
public ſchool, there are ſeveral private ſchools in the pariſh. 


Price of Labour. —W ages here are generally high. Maſons 
and Joiners have from 18. 8d. to 28. per day, without vic- 
tuals. Taylors and ſhoemakers, from 8d. to 10d. with 
victuals. An experienced man-ſervant, from 8 l. to gl. per 
annum. The wages of women ſervants, from 3 l. to 4]. 
and the other kinds of work much the fame in proportion, 


| Antiquities —The moſt memorable place of antiquity is 
called Cairn-holy or the Holy Cairn, from a tumulus or heap 
of ſtones, (as tradition informs us,) raiſed over the grave of 
King Galdus. Several years ago, a great many of the ſtones 
were carried away for the purpoſe of building houſes and 
dykes, when there were diſcovered large ſtones placed to- 
gether in form of a cheſt or coſſin; but the roof ſtone being 
of ſuch prodigous magnitude, it has never been removed to 
ſce what it contains, This memorable tomb ſtands in the 


cen tre, 
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centre, between two different places, at about a hundred 


yards diſtance from it, where a great number of human bo- 
dies have been buried, as appears from the number of 
ſtones placed upon one end in form of grave ſtones. We 
are told by ſeveral of the Scottiſh writers, that Corbredus 
Galdus, the twenty firſt king of the Scots, (a valiant and 
good king,) was the firſt of that nation who dared to ad- 


vance his enfigns againſt the Romans, who, under Petilius 


Cerealis, had fubdu:d the Brigantes*, and ſoon after 
proceeded to attempt the conqueſt of this country, under 
Julius Agricola, who, having landed upon this coaſt, de- 
ſtroyed all the maritime places, and afterwards reduced the 
Iſle of Man ; after which, he returned, and after many a 
bloody battle with the Scots and PiCts, about the year B. D. 
82, he ſubdued the whole of the kingdom South of the Tay. 
Hiſtory alſo informs us, that one of theſe battles was fought 
at the river Cree, (which ſtill retains its ancient name,) 


wherein the Scots were overthrown, but no mention made of 
the ſlaughter of their king; on the contrary, we are told by 
Buchanan, that this ſame King Galdus died a natural death, 


after a glorious reign of thirty five years. We are alſo in- 


formed of another battle fought on the river Cree, about the 


year A. D. 310, wherein the Picts joined the Romans un- 
der Maximus their general, againſt the Scots, under their 
king Eugenius, but wherein the Scots were again over- 
thrown. But in vain do we develope the hiſtory of theſe 
times; owing to the ambitious policy of Edward the iſt of 
England, a veil is thrown over them which can never be re- 
moved. There is alſo a different account concerning this 
place, which ſeems to be founded on hiſtory, and' which 

25 | deſerves 


* Brigantes, the ancient inhabitants of Yorkſhire, Lancaſhire, "Durham, 
Weſtmorelagd and Cumberland. 
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deſerves attention. About the year of our Lord 1 150, it is 
ſaid there was a battle fought between the Engliſh and 
Scots, on Glenquicken Moor, wherein the Scots were de- 
feated and their General killed, and that the Biſhop of Whi- 
thorn being along with him in the engagement, immediately 
aſſumed the command; but his troops being defeated, imme. 
diately fled towards the ſhore to their boats, but being over- 
taken by the enemy at Cairnholy, about half a mile from the 
| ſhore, the biſhop, with many other gentlemen, was killed, 
and was buried here, and that from this circumſtance it was 

called the Holy Cairn, the biſhop being a holy man. Cer- 
tain it is, that on the very place where the battle is ſaid 
to have been fought, there is a large tumulus which was 


opened about 15 years ago (the ſtones being carried a- | 
Way for the purpoſe of building dykes) when there was diſ- 


covered a ſtone coffin, or ſtones placed together in form of a 
coffin, wherein was a human ſkeleton, the ſcull and the great 
bones almoſt entire, and greatly above the ordinary ſize; alſo 
an urn, containing ſome aſhes, and an earthen pitcher : the tu- 
mulus is called Cairnywanie.* Ata ſmall diſtance from the 
above, there is a Druidical temple, or a Daniſh encampment, 
but, being left to the uncertainty of conjecture, ſhall not ha- 
zard an opinion; there are alſo ſeveral other tumuli in the 
Pariſh, that have never been opened. There are alſo four 
ſquare towers with battlements, which ſeem to have been 
intended for defence: they are all placed on the banks of the 
Cree. 


Mineral 


* There is a little rivulet or burn that runs through the place where the 
battle is ſaid to have been fought, that (till retains the name of the Englih- 
man's Burn, | 


he 
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Mineral Springs. — There are ſeveral mineral ſprings, all of 


which have been beneficial in ſome caſes ; one, however, on. 


the lands of Pible, which ſeems to be of the chalybeate 
kind, ſeems particularly adapted for remedying weakneſſes 


and complaints in the ſtomach, and has been applied to by 


ſome individuals, with * ſucceſs. 
4 


Fuel. —The principal article of fuel is peat, of which there 


are plenty of the very beſt quality; alſo in many places of 


the pariſh, there 1s whins and bruſhwood, which. poor 
people gather for fuel; and as there are no coal but what is 
imported from other places, it is not much uſed here. 


; Price of Proviſions. —Pecf, mutton, and lamb, generally 
ſell for 21d. or 3d. per lib. ; oat meal from 20d to 28. but- 


ter 6d. per lib. ; a Tat — 283 a hen N. eggs 185 yer 
dozen. 


Miſcellaneous Obſervations —This pariſh is famous for granite 
ſtone; as a proof of which, Kirkdalehouſe, built by the late 


Sir Samuel Hannay, of Mochrum, Bart. is well worthy of the 


attention of travellers. It is a large modern building, the 


out-fide wholly of the moſt beautiful granite, and wrought 


off to ſuch perfection, as is ſaid not to be equalled in Britain. 
Admiral Stewart alſo got all the principal ſtones here for 
Glafſerton houſe, which he carried acroſs the Bay in boats, 


at conſiderable expence. And the Biſhop of Derry, on ſee- 


ing the houſe of Sir Samuel Hannay, a few years ago, was ſo 


much charmed with the ſtone, that he immediately contract- 
ed with the ſuperintendent of that work, for building the 


ſpires of two churches in his dioceſe, which were all to be ex- 
ecuted with this ſtone ; accopdingly the ſtone was all prepar- 
ed here, and afterwards carried over to Ireland, and the work 

Vor. XV. 4 Do executed 
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executed ch to his Lordſhip? 8 ſatisfaQion, though at great 


expence. The higheſt mountain in this pariſh, or perhaps 
| in the South of Scotland, viz. Cairnſmoor, is one entire maſs 
of granite, the altitude of which has never been aſcertained, 
but which may probably be between 3000 and 4600 feet a. 
bove the level of the river Cree. This mountain is alſo fa- 
mous as a receptacle for foxes, which often ſpread death and 
deſtruction far and wide among the ſurrounding flocks. There 
are allo appearances of lead mines in feveral places of the pa- 
riſh, but which have not yet been attempted with ſucceſs. 


A Defcription of Creetown and Wigton Bay,—Creetown, 
5 {formerly called Ferry Town of Cree, from the ferry or paſ- 
ſage boat conſtantly kept at that place) has advanced rapidly 
within theſe 30 years, as ſhown in the table of population, 
and was lately erected into a burgh of barony, by the intereſt 
of the proprietor John M*Culloch, Eſq; of Barholm, is beau- 
tifully ſituated on Wigton Bay, and in the vicinity of a plen- 
tiful country; of late there has been introduced ſome branch- 
es of cotton ſpinning, by which about thirty people are daily 
employed; there is alſo a pretty extenſive tann work, and alſo 
a mill for making ſhot lead ; but the greateſt part of the men 
follow a ſea-faring life, ſeveral of whom, both in the preſent 
and former wars, have ſerved in the navy. There are a con- 
fiderable number of veſſels belonging to this port, of from 20 
to 60 tons burthen, feveral of which is employed in carrying 
| ſhells, and others in the coaſting trade; indeed, its advantages 
as a ſea port may one day be the means of making it an opulent 
place. The inhabitants in general, though charitable and 
humane, yet are too much addicted to the vices with which 
ſuch places ſtand chargeable. ; 
Wigton Bay, as J mentioned before, is Gomed by the river 


Cree falling into St George's Channel, and is navigable for 
about 


wine oo wm © ] »w ma 


of Kir $55 


about Ig miles. It is about 3 miles broad, for about 6 miles 
from its entrance, and then gradually diminiſhes as it extends 
into the country, and divides the ſhire of Wigton from the 
Stewarty of Kirkcudbright, There is good anchorage in 


ſeveral places of the Bay, but in particular a little below Cree- 
toun (the only town in the pariſh) to which a ſhip of 500 


tons may come and ride in ſafety; it has a kind of ſoft blue 
clay bottom, and makes a very ſife harbour. The fiſheries, 
though not very conſiderable, are yet worth mentioning ; in 
the Spring and Summer months, there are a good many ſal- 
mon taken, and in the Harveſt and Winter, there are a con- 
fiderable quantity of whiting, cod, and flownders got, by 
means of what the people call eoops, or large ereels, fo plac- 


ed in the water that the fiſh run into them as the tide ebbs, | 


and are taken out at low water; ſo that with theſe, and a few 


ſhell fiſh, which is alfo got in the Bay, this part of the coun- 


try is generally well ſupplied, There is alſo a conſiderable 


quantity of ſea weed got upon the ſhore, (which is for the 


moſt part flat and ſandy) which by ſome is made into kelp, 


and by others uſed for manure. Much more might have been 
faid of the advantages of this as a maritime place, x an 


abler pen been employed to deſcribe them. 
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NUMBER XXVII. 
PARISH or BEDRULE. 


By the Rev. WII IIA Brown, Minister of that 
| Pariſh. 8 8 


Situation, Extent, &c. 


1 pariſh of Bedrule is ſituated in the centre of the 
county of Roxburgh, in the preſbytery of Jedburgh, and ſy- 
nod of Merſe and Tiviotdale; and is in length from North 
to South, upwards of four miles, and in breadth from Eaſt ta. 


Welt between two and three. It is bounded by the pariſh 


of Jedburgh on the Eaſt, by Abbotrule (now annexed to Hob- 


kirk and Southdean, but formerly a pendicle of Bedrule) on 
the South, by Hobkirk and Cavers, from which it is, for the 
molt part, divided by the Rule on the Weſt ; and by Minto 


and Ancrum on the North-Weſt and North, from which it 


is ſeparated by the Tiviot. It is ſomewhat of an oval figure, 
and conſiſts, at preſent, of nearly an equal quantity of arable, 


paſture, and muir-land. The ſoil is, in general, as good as 
zs to be met with in moſt grounds of the above deſcription : 


| And, 


RX : 9 * . * a 3 


24 wy 
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and, as the foil, ſo the ſurface and climate are unequal, 


which, indeed, is generally the caſe over the county, by the 
ſudden tranſitions ſrom hill to dale. The lands towards the 


Rule and the Tiviot, are, therefore, more deep, warm, and 


fertile. In thoſe towards the hill called the Dunian *, the 


ſoil becomes more light, thin, and barren; the air keen and 


penetrating : yet, in regard to the ſoil, there happens to be 
a remarkable exception, for, on the ſame range of hill to 


the weſtward, oppoſite the village of Bedrule, there is an 
uncommonly fine and deep foil ; and in the above grounds, 
where the ſoil is in general remarkably deep, there is alſo 
found limeſtone, and different ſtrata of clay marle. A good 


deal of the land in that part of the pariſh is at preſent rather 


ſpouty. But, as it is a gentle declivity from the ſummit of 
the hill to the banks of the river, it might be the more ea- 


ſily rendered dry by judicious draining. | 


Proprieters and Tenants, —There are three great, and five 
leſs conſiderable proprietors in the pariſh, two of whom u- 
foally reſide. There are nearly the ſame number of tenants, 


who all manage their farms according to the modern practice 


of hufbandry ; and one of them, Mr Brown, the tenant of 
Newton, a farm the property of Thomas Elliot Ogilvie, 
Eſq; of Cheiters, has, in the courſe of a few years, ſhewn 
how much may be done by improvement in this pariſh, both 
for the advantage of the tenant, and the patrimonial intereſt 
of the proprietor. Mr Bell younger of Mainſlaws, and 
the tenant of Rewcaſtle, both in this parith, appear to be fol- 


lowing 


»The Dunian is wholly in the pariſh of Bedrule ; but owing perhaps to 
part of it having been for ſome time poſſeſſed by the tenant of an adjoining 
frm in the pariſh of Jedburgh, the author of the Statiſtical account theres 
bas been led to ſuppoſe, it Was partly ſituated in that par iſh. 
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lowing his laudable example, and, we hope, will lkevite 
acquire, thereby, conſiderable gain to the mſelves, and merit, 
as all ſuch moſt deſervedly do, the grateſul thanks of their 
country. 


Population. —The return to Dr Webſter in 1755, was 29) 


ſouls. The number of inhabitants at preſent, (1793 is a. 


bout 250 |]. Of theſe there are 127 males, and 132 females, 
Under 10 years of age about 69, Fram 10 to 20 about 50. 
From 20 to 50 about 105. From 50 to 70 about 28. From 
70 to 80 fix. From 80 to yo one. | 
Weavers 6; taylors 3; wrights 2; ie 2 tickt ide 


23 one of whom not only accommodates the village of Bed- 


rule, in that line, but, notwithſtanding his local difadvanta- 


ges of diſtance from materials, and eſpecially from coal, alſo 


employs conſtantly a number of hands in the manufactory 
of nails, whereby this part of the country has been, for ſome 
time, abundantly and well ſupplied with that uſeful article; 
and the neceſſity of importing it, as was formerly the caſe, 
thereby prevented, money kept in the country, and people 
employed at home, who otherwiſe would probably have been 
obliged to travel to a diſtance in ſearch of their bread ; male 
ſervants 44; female do. (including a number of women who 
are chiefly employed in what is called out-work, as hoeing 
the turnip, making the hay, reaping the harveſt, removing 
the corn from the ſtack to the barn, &c.) 483 journeymen 
nailers, 

it may be proper here alſo to inform the reader, that the inhabitants 

of Spittal, Toner, Dykes, and Faſtcaſtle, in the pariſh of Cavers; and Doves- 


- haugh, Doveſhaugh-brac head, Wells, Weſt-lees, Billerwell, and Birch-hill. 


in the pariſh of Hobkirk, are much nearer the church of Bedrule, than their 
own pariſh churches; as alſo thoſe of Fodderlee, Fodderlece-bank head, and 
Fodderlee-birks, (which are ſituated in the pariſh of Abbotrule, formerly a 
pendicle of Bedrule,) now united to Hobkirk, 


p 
te 
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nailers, Kc. 9 3 poor receiving ſupply in the pariſh 7; ; ou of 
the pariſh 4. 


| Live e e are in the pariſh, of work ad ſaddle 
horſes, 55; black cattle 200; of theſe, above a ſcore are 
annually fed for the butcher, beſides a number of ſheep and 
young ſtock, moſt of which are brought into the pariſh in 
the winter ſeaſon, from the Highlands, where they are graz- 


ed in ſummer, it having now become a general practice, for 
the ſame tenant to occupy farms in both the high and low. 


part of the country, with that particular view ; ſheep 100 
ſcore, moſtly of the Cheviot breed; a flock of the common 
goats of this country, of above a dozen, and alſo a few of the 


Weſt India kind, which here breed and thrive well; ſwine 


40; carts 18; ploughs 18; 2 horſes are commonly put to 


one plough, and Mr Brown ploughs a good deal with oxen, 


2 alſo going in one plough, and without a driver, the n 
as horſes. 


Crops and manure — There are fown annually in the pariſh 
about 350 bolls oats; 50 bolls barley; 15 wheat; 30 


peaſe; 20 potatoes; and of late a few acres of tares, at New- 


ton, which are mow green, and given to the horſes. There 
have been uſually ſown of late years, about 100 acres tur- 
nip; and nearly the ſame quantity in artificial graſſes. 
There is alſo uſually about the ſame quantity in what is cal- 
led naked allow. Lime is the manure chiefly uſed here in 
the improvement of land, notwithſtanding the diſtance from 
which it muſt be brought, and conſequently the expence at- 
tending it. Es 8 


Mills, &c.— There is a corn mill and a bleachfield 0 the 
pariſn, both upon the Rule, and at a ſhort diſtance from the 
village 
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village of Bedrule. There was alſo formerly a corn mill on 
the Tiviot, near Newton, the ſite of which, in conſequence 
of alterations occaſioned by floods in the courſe of that ri. 
ver, within theſe 40 years, is now ſcarcely diſcernible. Two 
| orchards : One dovecot ; but there happens alſo to be three 
very near in the n 


Kooks — The crops ſuffer leſs from the beautiful 
and uſeful bird the pigeon, than from the crow or rock, 
which ſeems to increaſe in number with improvement in 
agriculture, and which, as the pigeon, not only devours vaſt 
quantities of grain, but alſo deſtroys the potatoe and turnip, 
and the moſt hearty and luxuriant roots of the artificial 
graſſes; all which, if not ſo injured, ſeem to thrive well 
in this part of the country. Might it not be proper, there- 


fore, eſpecially for the Board of Agriculture, at Jeaft to re- 


commend the obfervance of an old law, paſſed in the reign of 
our James I. reſpecting theſe very deſtructive birds? For 
though, when kept in due bounds, they are believed to be, 
upon the whole, rather uſeful than hurtful, by alſo devour- 
ing ſlugs and grubs, &c. more concealed enemies of the 


fruits of the earth; yet, from their preſent aſtoniſhing num- 


bers, and their ſceming yearly more and more to increaſe, 
there certainly never were ſtronger reaſons, than at preſent, 
in this part of the country, for the enforcement of that law, 


at leaſt, till their numbers be again rendered moderate. In- 


deed, did ſuch an act not already exiſt, the reaſons for it 
have here become of late ſo] ſtrong and urgent, as to give 
good ground for the enactment of a Jaw to that effect. As 


the act is ſhort, and may not be generally known, we deem 
it proper here to inſert it. 
James 1ſt, Parliament 1ſt, c. 19. « Of bigging of ruikes 
in trees,” © Hem, For ny that men conſidderis that ruikes 
biggand 
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« ſkaith upon cornes: It is ordained, that they that ſik trees 
« perteinis to, lette them to big, and ſuffer on na wiſe that 
« their birdes flie away. And quhair it be tainted that they 
big, and the birdes be flowin, and the neſt be funden in 
« the trees at Beltane, the trees ſal be fairfaulted to the King, 
« (bot gif they be redeemed fra him, throw them that they 


« firſt perteined to,) and hewin downe, and five —— 


« to the wings uulaw.” 


Rent Abe * rent 18 34751. 138. 4d. Beste Of the 
real rent, one tenant pays about z70l. Sterling, another a- 


bove 200l. Sterling, another about 2001. Sterling: TWO 


ſmall farms, together with certain lands, poſſeſſed by tenants 


whoſe farms, in the pariſhes of Jedburgh, Ancrum, and : 


Cavers, adjoin thereto, may be rated at 130l. Sterling. 
All the other lands in the in are in the natural prog 
of the proprietors. 


7 Wane — Thane were anciently four villages in the pariſh, 
which are now much decayed, and the number of houſes 


greatly diminiſhed, viz. Bedrule to the Weſt, Newton to 


the North-weſt, Rewcaftle to the North-eait, and Fulton to 
the South-weſt, from the centre of the e 


Babel. The origin of the name of Bedrule, (by the peo- 
ple uſually pronounced Bed de Rule) is uncertain. What ſeems 
moſt probable is, that is Ggnifies the ſeat or reſting place of Rule, 
or Regulus, probably the tutelar Saint of the pariſh. But 
whether the Saint, or the ancient family of Rule (de Rule), 
gave name to the river, that village and other places upon 
its banks ; (for beſides Bedrule there are in the neighbourhood 
the town O'Rule, Hallrule, and Abbotrule) or whether the 


Vol.. XV. a C river. 
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river derived its name from the family of Rule, or from $t 
Rule, is uncertain; or, perhaps, from the rapidity of the 
ſtream (for its ſtream is very rapid) it ſignifies Row!, (Roll) 
as in ſome old papers it is alſo written. Whether any of 
theſe be the true derivation is doubtful. But, it is moſt cer- 


e tain, that the chief of the family of Turnbull, a branch of 


the very ancient family of Rule, had his principal reſidence 
at Bedrule Caſtle, in ancient times, a ſtrong hold, pleaſantly 
ſituated behind the church, on the bank of the river; a ſitu- 
ation equally remarkable for proſpect, for ſafety, and for 
beauty; from the ſite of which (for the caſtle itſelf was de- 
moliſhed ſome time ago) though its elevation above the bed 

of the river be not very great, are ſeen diſtinctly, to the 
| North-weſt, the moſt elevated tops of ſome of the hills by 
Ettrick and Yarrow, and the Eildons by Melroſe Abbey; 
the Reid Swyre to the South-Eaſt, the ſource of the Reid 
and the Jed taking different directions, the Reid mixing 
with the waters of Tyne, and falling into the ſea at New- 

caſtle z the Jed, with thoſe of the Tiviot and Tweed, which 
reach the ſea at Berwick; and South-weſtward, the ſame 
frontier tract from whence the Liddel derives its ſource, 
which, after uniting with the Ewes and the Eſk, falls into 
the Solway Firth, a branch . of the Iriſh Sea. The view is 
more confined towards the Eaſt and the Weſt, yet the tops 
of the Dunian and Ruberslaw “ hills in the neighbourhood, 
| were ſituations moſt ſuitable in martial times, by the lighting 
of fires, for giving the alarm to the dependents and friends 
of the family, either ſor the purpoſe of defence or attack, on 
the ſudden approach of an enemy. 


Neuiin 


* Height of the Dunian from the level of the ſea, 1031 ſeet. 
- Ruberslaw - Gd WEE 1419 
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the Neroton— Was anciently the property of a family of the 9 : 
lt) ſurname of Ker, who appear to have been cadets of Ferni- 4 
of hirſt. There was alſo a houſe of ſtrength there, now like- 9 
er. wiſe demoliſhed: but the beautiful avenues of venerable 11 
ot trees {till remaining, beſpeak to the paſſing traveller ſome- if 
bet thing of the conſequence and taſte of its former inhabi- Wl 
„ e f 
ah | Rewcaftle—Situated upon a more e elevated ground, than ei- in 
for ther Bedrule or Newton, is conſidered by ſome as a place of bY 
Ws great antiquity. Indeed, it is ſaid, however unlikely from 5 
ded its preſent appearance, that the Courts of Juſtice were ori- I. 
the ginally held there, and afterwards removed to Jedburgh. The l 
by origin of the name, and whether it has been derived from 1 
5 proprietors of the ſurname of Rewcaſtle, or whether it may 0 
cd have given the ſurname to that family, is uncertain. Be i 
ung that as it may, both ſurname and 285 are certainly of con- 1 
wat ſiderable antiquity, i 
uch 300 
me Fulton—Has now ſcarcely any veſtiges of its ancient conſe- | > 
rec, quence, except ſome remains of its tower, which are (til 1 
into ſtanding, and ſometimes uſed by the tenant as a Bught for if | 
vis his ſheep. The well known ſurname Fulton, correſponds bis 
tops to the name of this place; but we do not adventure to con- | i 
50d, jecture, whether there have been any connection between 1 
ting the one and the other; for we have been able, as yet, to "ip 
nds trace leſs of its hiſtory, even by tradition, than any of the 
. former. 
_—_ Rncantenente,— Thing are plain veſtiges of a regular en- 
| campment, on an elevated ground, almoſt at an equal diſ- 
ect. tance between Bedrule and Newton. From its figure, 


which is {till diſtinCt, it appears to have been Britiſh, There 


Fa * 18 
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is another, at the diſtance of about half a mile to the eaſt. 


Ward, which, from its ſquare figure, ſeems to have been 
Roman They are both but of ſmall ſize, and occupy an 
area nearly of the ſame extent. The former is ſurrounded 
by a mound of earth, the latter by a mound and foſſe. 


Minerals. — There is great appearance of coal in the lands 


of Bedrule; and though the proprietor made lately an at- 


tempt to diſcover it, and was, for an individual, at conſider- 
able expence in the ſearch, and though there were certain- 
ly ſome thin ſeams found, yet, in the iſſue, he was not ſo 


ſucceſsful as his laudable perſeverance moſt juſtly merited; 
not owing, as is ſtill thought, by any means to the uncer- 


tainty of the ſymptoms, but to the great deepneſs of the main 


where coal has not as yet been diſcovered, certainly ovght ra- 
ther to be undertaken upon ſuitable conditions, by a ſociety, 
than attempted by an individual, however patriotic or liberal 
his ſpirit, unleſs his fortune be vaſt indeed. Nor, at any rate, 


_ ought the experiment to be committed to the management 


of obſcure or unſkilful people, or confined to a ſhort ſpace of 


time, or the limits of one eſtate or pariſh ; but, after moſt 


careful examination, according to the advice of ſcientific men, 
of well known ability and character, the moſt likely ſpot in 
a diſtrict ought to be pitched upon, and wherever the proba- 
ble trial is made, moiſt ſeriouſly perſevered in. Such a ſcheme 
would be truly patriotic, and probably, in the iſſue, become 
no leſs gainful than honourable to the undertakers, and of 
unſpeakable advantage to the proprietor of the lands where 
there happened to be found ſo great a treaſure, and would be 
an univerſal blefiing to this otherwiſe naturally rich and hap- 
py country. 

There 


Indeed, an attempt of that nature, eſpecially in a diſtrict 


— 
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There is abundance of free-ſtone in the pariſh, of different 
kinds, red and white, both of excellent quality. Mainſlaws 


quarry not only ſupplies Jedburgh and the neighbouring 


country, but ſtone ſrom thence is alſo tranſported to the 


town of Hawick, at about ſeven miles diſtance, and ſome- 
times a conſiderable way beyond it. 


| Roads and Bridges —A branch of the great road from Lon- 
don to Edinburgh paſſes through the South part of the pa- 


riſh, The great road between Berwick and Carliſle di- 


rects its courſe through the North part the whole breadth. 


of the pariſh. This road, the whole way acroſs the iſland, 
is remarkable for variety and beauty, particularly where 
it paſſes through this pariſh and neighbourhood, Indeed, 


every where, it is preſenting the traveller with ſcenes, de- 


lzhtful, new and intereſting. One while he has an exten- 
five proſpect of a rich and improved country, molt of it in 
as high a ſtate of cultivation as perhaps it is capable of, 
thereby, at the ſame time, diſplaying the ſkill and induitry of 
its proſperous inhabitants; the ſecurity, wealth, and freedom 
of the ſubject ; the happy effects of the arts of peace, un- 
der the protection of law and good government; and in that 


very country, in thoſe very fields, which formerly were 


filled, in conſequence of the jarring intereſts, diſputes, and 
quarrels of two high-ſpirited and warlike nations, with deſola- 


tion, carnage, and blood; by the happy union of which, parti- 


eularly in this tract of country, the ſword is beat into the plougb- 
fare, the [peer into the pruning beo. Another while, as he 
proceeds onward, and the vale becomes mor contracted ; 

the hill and the dale; the rock and the ſtream, here 424 


there preſent themſelves, and the well. laid out plantation, at 


a diſtance, and the near coppice of natural wood, ſkirting 


the banks, and hanging over [RE margin of the fiream— 
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theſe, with their various inhabitants, and ſtill more diverſified 
| by other amuſing and intereſting: objects, form together, 
ſucceſſive groups of the moſt various and pleaſing of rural 
fcenery. Nor will the reader be ſurprized at this deſcription, 
when he is informed, that this delightful road, directing its 
_ courſe by the pleaſant towns of Coldftream, Kelfo, Hawick, 
Langholm, and Longtown, conducts the. traveller often u- 
pon the banks, almoſt always in view, of the charming rivers, 
the Tweed, the Tiviot, the Ewes, and the Eſk, whoſe paſto- 
ral ſtreams, -render ſo delightful the moſt beautiful part of 
the Arcadia of Scotland. A. branch of the ſame road, lead- 
ing by Jedburgh, was lately made through this pariſh, by 
which a mail paſſes three times a week, The ſtatute labour 


is here commuted, and the money thereby raiſed uſually 


laid out on making and repairing the roads in the pariſh, _ 


There are two bridges in the pariſh, both acroſs the Rule, 


one near the village of Spittal, on the great road before men- 
tioned, between Berwick and Carliſle, conſiſting of two 
arches the other conſiſting of one large arch, on the road 
from Hawick by Bedrule to Jedburgh. 5 


Hill. — The Dunian merits patticelar notice, not fo much 


from its own height or magnitude, as from the remarkable 


ſituation upon which it ſtands ; and, though rather ſmall of 
itfelf, and dimmiſhing in its appearance, the nearer one ap- 
proaches it, yet, from its peculiar ſituation, it is almoſt e- 


very where feen from beyond where the waters begin to de- 


ſcend to the weſtern ſhores of the ifland, to the utmoſt boun- 
dary of the eaſtern coaſt. As, in ancient times, churches 
and croſſes were uſually erected in the moſt conſpicuous and 
elevated fituations, to reach the eye of the pious traveller, 
or perſons in diſtreſs, ſo, this remarkable hill, (Dunian, by 
thoſe acquainted with the Gaelic language, being ſaid to ſig- 

| | niſy 
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nify John s Hill) might, for the ſame reaſon, be dedicated to 


the beloved diſciple of Chriſt, that it might become the me- 
dium of ſafety and comfort to the numberleſs votaries of 
the favourite diſciple of Jeſus, in jeopardy either by land or 
by water, eſpecially when their eye could not catch in its 


view a ſacred fane or ſalutary crucifix. For, notwithſtand- 
ing the ſmallneſs of its ſize ; owing, not ſo much to its ele- 


vated, as ſtrikingly obvious ſituation, it is plainly ſeen almoſt 
every where in all directions, particularly over that vaſt tract 


of eountry, comprehending what were formerly the middle 
and eaſtern marches, or frontiers of the two kingdoms, ex- 


tending from the weſtern extremity of the Reidſwyre, to 
the German ocean, and overlooking, in a ſingularly com- 


manding proſpect, an immenſe extent of claſſical ground, 


equally celebrated in poetry and ſong, as it is memorable in 


the page of martial hiſtory. For, the proſpect from this re- 


markable eminence, different from that from the ſite of Bed- 


rule caſtle, is almoſt alike open to all quarters. Near, and 


eaſtward below, the ſpectator views, as it were in a baſon, 
the town of Jedburgh, much diſtinguiſhed by the venerable 
ruins of its formerly rich and magnificent abbey, anciently 
the peaceful and happy retreat of Monks of the order of St. 
Auguſtin. At a greater diſtance, and to the north welt, 
and on the oppoſite fide of the filver ſtreamed Tiviot, as in 


an amphitheatre, opening to the ſouth, the eye is {truck 
with the plain, yet elegant modern houſe of Minto, which, 


though remarkable for its romantic ſituation, is greatly more 
diſtinguiſhed as the birth place of eminent patriots, ſtateſ- 
men and legiſlators, guardians of their country. To the 
fouth-eaſt, and at {till a farther diſtance, appears alfo ſtrik- 
ingly in view, the houſe of Edgerſton, equally diſtinguiſhed 
for the fidelity, proweſs, and loyalty of its inhabitants, as 


it is remarkable for its having continued for many ages, the 


ſeat 
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ſeat of an ancient Scottiſh Harv; the neareſt to the Engliſh, 
now the Britiſh capital; and thereby, in this famous Iſle, 
has at laſt become, inſtead of the utmoſt barrier of the 
northern, happily the centre of the United Kingdom. Wet. 
ward, he views, from its ſource, the beautiful windings of 
the woody Rule, where it iſſues in three ſtreams from the 
lofty mountains, the Not O' the Gate, Fana, and Wind 
| burgh, to where its rapidly rolling flood mixes with the Ti- 
viot, oppoſite to the caſtle of Fatlips, which is moſt roman- 
tically ſituated north of that river, almoſt in a line with the 
courſe of the Rule, on the ſummit of the eaſternmoſt, and 
moſt piCtureſque of the Minto craigs; hills which, for ſitua- 
tion and natural beauty, are not * by wy in thi 
country. 


Poor. —The indigent here are e chiefly hn by aſſeſſ. 
ment; a method, however well- intended, and, in the preſent 
ſtate of ſociety, in many parts of the country, perhaps un- 
avoidable, is doubtleſs, at the ſame time, often hurtful to 
the deſerving poor, to humanity, and the intereſt of thoſe 
on whom the burden is laid. There are 500 merks which 
were mortified (ſunk to the poor of the barony of Bedrule 
1695, by William Ramſay in Bedrule mill, and Margaret 
Turnbull, his wife; of which it is ſaid, (for the writer ne- 
ver ſaw the deed of mortification itſelf) the family of Ca- 
vers Carre are left truſtees. Mrs Mary Ann Stevenſon, re- 
lict of the Rev. Mr James Borland, mortified (ſunk) 1001. 
| Scots to the poor of this pariſk, of which, in the account 
thereof, in the pariſh record, the Seſſion appear to have 
been appointed by her the overſeers. But, with the deed 
of mortiſication itſelf, if ever any was executed by Mrs 
Borland, the writer is not as yet acquainted. The latter 
ſum, with other monies, ſavings of the Seſſion in former 

tiwes 


one of 451. the other of 11). Oy 


times, are ſtocked out at intereſt, in two cumulo lame, the 


[4 i 


Parechial Reg ifer—The e of the names of children | 


born in the pariſh, ſeems to have been carefully attended to 
from the commencement of the above mentioned record 
1690, until the enactment of a late act of Parliament, laying 


a ſmall tax thereon which, very different from the purpoſe 5 
thereby intended, here operates as a prohibition. For, al- 


though the tax be ſmall, and doubtleſs trifling to many, e- 
ven of the common people, in towns, where money is plen- 


ty, and wages high; yet, not a few of the labouring poor, 


eſpecially in remote parts of the country, conſider it as hard ; 


and, therefore, whatever can be ſaid, as it entirely depends 


on their own choice, whether they have their childrens names 


recorded in the pariſh regiſter or not, do, moſt of them, m 
this pariſh at leaſt, diſcontinue a practice ſo neceſſary in ſo- 


eiety, and often ſo uſeful and intereſting to individuals; 
and, unfortunately, from the poverty of the people, this 
ſeems to be moſt generally the caſe in the country, where, 


different from populous towns, there 1s almoſt no other 


means to ſupply that omiſſion ; and, unluckily, thoſe are 
the people, who, notwithſtanding their mean circumſtances, 
uſually rear, on their ſcanty earnings, the moſt numerous, 
uncorrupted, and hardy offspring; and, thereby, happily 


counteract the baneful effects of idleneſs, immorality, and 
diſſipation in Society. Such, therefore, in every view, are 


well entitled to have their childrens births recorded, thereby, 


not only to diſcover the changes, reſources, and ſtrength of 


the nation, but alſo, ſo far as to themſelves or poſterity may 
be intereſting or agreeable, to have the place of their birth, 


their age and memory, preſerved on record. We therefore 


Vol. XV. eee accord 
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accord with the author of the Statiſtical Account of the pa- 
riſh of who ſuggeſts the propriery of grant. 
ing them a ſmall premium for doing this, rather than to pre. 


vent them, by the impoſition of a very trifling, and conſe- 
quently unproduCtive tax; and, were this the cafe, it would 


certainly ſeem neither hard nor unreaſonable, were the Le- 
giſlature to charge with a tax, all thoſe who, notwithſtand- 


ing ſuch indulgence and favour, neglect to acquit them- 


ſelves of a duty ſo neceſſary, both to their. children and ſo- 
ciety. 


School, —The ſchoolmaſter has what is called a legal ſala- 
ry, which, when fixed by law, as the minimum, was a ſum of 


| conſiderable value, but now, from the aſtoniſhing change on 


the value of money, is a ſorry pittance indeed. As they are 
| moſtly the children of poor people who attend him, the 
wages are alſo low, and he has nothing now allowed him, as 


he formerly had, for teaching poor ſcholars. His ſchool- 
7 houſe® 1 is almoſt a ruin. 


Non. —The manſe is alfo i in a bad ſtate ; but, as it has 


been twice condemned, once by a jury of tradeſmen appoint- 


ed by the presbytery, according to law, 2oth June 1792; 


- another time, by a ſecond jury of tradeſmen, by order of the 
Court of Seſſion, mutually choſen by the heritors and preſ- 


bytery, 26th July 1793; it is to be re-built, and in a ſitua- 
tion more dry and leſs expoſed than the preſent one, and alſo 


at a ſmall diſtance from the church. 


Stipend, &c.— The living of Bedrule was originally, what, 

according to our law, is called a benefice. The whole teinds 

EE in 

* For a ſchoolmaſter's right to a ſchool-houſe and falary, vide AQ 2. 
Parl. 1. Cha, I, Act 26. Seſ. 6. Parl. 1. K. W. 


„ — — 


in the pariſh, viz. both parſonage and vicarage, having per- 
tained, pleno jure, to the kirk or parſon. And this was the 


caſe, not only before, but alſo a conſiderable time after the 


Reformation, as well when Prefbyterian church government 


prevailed, as while Epiſcopacy was the eſtabliſhed religion of 


this country. But, during the civil wars, a conſiderable 
change ſeems to have taken place, by no means favourable to 
the living. Yet, notwithſtanding, the miniſter, till lately, 
had right by a /lecreet of locality of ſtipend, paſſed 19th Feb- 


ruary 1662, to 400l. Scotch money, and 35 merks for fur- 


niſhing communion- elements, with 3 chalders, 5 bolls and 
odds victual, and the whole vicarage teinds, ip/2 corpora, of 


the baronies of Bedrule, Rewcaſtle, and Knowſouth, in lieu 


of a ſmall additional ſum of money, alſo allowed for furniſh- 


ing elements, and an additional quantity of victual, contain- 


ed in a decreet of modification of ſtipend, dated 13th Feb- 
ruary 1650, on which ſaid decreet of locality was founded. 


But by a late modification, the ſtipend is conſiderably altered, 
of which the writer is, as yet, unable to give a full account. 
Joſeph Hume, Eſq; of Ninewells, in Berwick furs, is patron 
of the pariſh. 

The glebe*, in an inſtrument taken by Mr Henry Ellot, 


miniſter of Bedrule, as far back as 3d June 1640, in the lan- 


4 D 2 Dp guage 


* Fach landward miniſter, by act 118, Parliameut 12. James VI. 5th June 


ter, (beſides his ſtipend, &c.) is entitled to 4 acres Scotch, equal to 5 acres 


Engliſh, of the beſt arable or infe!d kirk-Jand in the pariſh, contiguous or 
neareſt to the church, over and above what is occupied by his manſe, offices, 
garden, and ſtack-yard, for which there is uſually aſſigned half an acre ; and 
by Act 7th, Parliament 18th, James VI. gth July 1606, if there be no kirk 
lands of that deſcription in the pariſh, near to the chutch, as from ſaid act 
appears to have been the caſe in a number of pariſhes in the kingdom at 
that time, particularly on the borders, and in the Highlands, to have the 
whole er whatever was rendered thereby deficient, made up of kirk land 

| | eutficl, 
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guage of thoſe times, deſigned, the whole glebe and kirkland;* 
has been a good deal ameliorated by former incumbents, 
though much ſtill remains to be done. The progreſs 
they have made in clearing it of immenſe quantities of 
granite or whin ſtones, with which, notwithſtanding all 


that has been done, it {till abounds, is the fmoſt eſſen- 


tial and durable improvement that has been made. For 
though, in its original ſtate, it might be judged equal in 
value to 4 acres Scotch, (5 acres Engliſh,) of good ara- 
ble land, yet, from their improvements, and the extent of its 


ſurface, which, with the bed of the river, that partly inter- 


ſects it, and a AN bank ne by wood, fall taken to- 
gether 


outfield, ſufficient to paſture four ſoums, in lieu of each acre arable, to which 
he was otherwiſe entitled, being deſigned him. From this, as well as from 
other cauſes, particularly on the borders and in the Highlands, it happens 
that ſome glebes are of greater extent than others, independent of graſs ſuffi- 
_ cient to paſture one horſe and two cows being aſſigned according to act 24th, 
Parliament 1ſt, Charles II. 1663, to which, notwithſtanding, by ſaid act, the 
miniſters of theſe pariſhes are alſo entitled: vide Mackenzie's obſervations 
on act 17th, Parliament 18th, James VI. And, therefore, from the difference 
of the ability and*pains of incumbents in improving ſuch glebes, as well as from 
their ſize and'the nature of their ſoil, obviouſly proceeds the difference of their 
value. Hence the importance of adopting ſome reaſonable plan, as has been 
often ſuggeſted, the more effectually to excite all miniſters, Who are able, to 
do ſo, without prejudice or Joſs to thoſe who do it, their families or heirs, on 
the event of their removal or death. By this means, though ſucceſlors were 
bound to make a reaſonable allowance for important and durable improve- 
ments, at the ſight of arbiters choſen by the parties, the livings 1 would be be. 
nefited, while none concerned could be any way injured. 


* As the glale and Lirb land of the kirk of Jedburg b, vide ſaid record, 25th | 


March ſame year ; vide alſo chap. 62. Par, 5. James VI.; + chaps 10. Par. 23. 


4 I the miniſter had been in uſe to cut the wood on his glebe, yet 
the heritors of Bedrule, ſoon after the admiſſion of Mr George Dickſon, 
queſtioned his right to do ſo, who, when the cauſe was tried in the Court 
of Seſſion, obtained a decreet in favour of his title, paſled goth July 1754s 

| | by 


that he knows of. 


his glebe like any other crop, according as he * proper, without any 


of Bedrule. „ 


gether, may contain an area of near three times that quan- 
tity; it is now of greater value, and might be rendered {till 
more ſo, were it compleatly cleared of earthfaſt ſtones, and 
properly drained and incloſed. 

Ihe miniſter has neither his * ſaums grafe, as ſome of his 
predeceſſors appear to have had, nor any allowance for them, 


There was formerly a lage common in the pariſh, on 
which, by uſe and wont, he had right to | paſture, &e. le 
was 


by Lord Drumore, Ordinary on the bills. In conſequence of which, the mi- 
niſter is in the practice, as he has always been, of diſpoſing of the wood on 


moleſtation or interf erence whatever, 
* In ancient times, when i it was r to unite the people as cloſe as 


poſſible by a common intereſt for their common defence, and in defence * 
their country, it was cuſtomary for the land called infield or arable, to be held 


4 2 4 — 
2 - . 8 > — Ox, 
—5 4 3 4 ** by — 6 © 2 7 * 2 
- * 7 % - 855 « 4 a x27 1 » 2 2 J 
: < "2 E eee e e eee ee gn Ae te mee nan at 2 8 

6 RD ta 4 1 3 — — - r ge es x 2 2 2 1 * 7. * * * 4 —— —— — 4 — 
8 83 T = — 3 - 4 8 — - - 2 o * ** * 8 3 1 ( : " 2 n 8 9 "$1 E jt ** 23 © —_ — 2 — 9 

- & 8 3 2 — 5 "Ih 28 es oe Mg pi "B22 pa 5 7 8 1 9 0 * * * . Ne.” x I AT” - 

. 1 3 — N 2 2 wt IL) 8 nn nn ol N 1 * — r iy en e r — — 
"e n * c n 4 2 25 : : : 22 oi 1 1 — 8 3 8 . . — 2 — 
% Pg Wit Toe ü ² Bl . . I 2, . eb . TL. 
k ; — 1 * > 2 2 2 LY x — 


n —_— * on io K n " — OA — r 35 
* ; S * 8 . T bf im; ꝗ»ů ͤ•ͤà¹uDſꝛñ̃ . ³˙Ü ¶— er Ss 7 Ds 
N Ne bb ty 883 — - 22 wo) * — 2 E «a — . og rin nd OA, SOEWMI 22 
2 * a N { als ne ed bn Br CE $9 fs r eee D een 3 
wa : r * cached well _ A —_— * 
” — 


and occupied by proprietors and tenants, in what was called run rig, each, as N 
his property was ſmall or great, having been thereby able to roum and fod- ö 
der in winter, a number of cattle in proportion to the quantity of his arahle a 
land. And, for the ſame reaſon, it ſeems probable, that the land ou eld, in bl 
many places, was occupied in common, each proprietor or tenant, in a cer- k 
tain diſtrict, pariſh, or eſtate, having been thereby entitled to ] or paſture ; 
en the outfield land in ſummer, in proportion to the number and kinds of ; 
cattle he was thus able to roum or fodder in winter, by means of his ſhare of 9 | 
inſſeld. and. 4 N 
A. ſoum is ſaid to have conſiſled of about ten ſheep or one cow, a horſe hav- "8 
ing been conſidered as equal to two foams. | ö | 1 
The miniſter of every landward pariſh, has, by law, Act 24. Parl. 1. Cha. bk 1 
H. 1663, beſides what is uſually called his arable glebe, as above mentioned, 1 


— 
4 


alſo right to graſs or grazing for one horſe and two cows; or to have a ſuf. 
cient quantity of ſuitabte land, near the church, laid off for that purpoſe ; or to 
bave 20 1. Scots paid him annually in lieu thereof, a ſum, at that came, tuily 
equivalent thereto, or temporal land deſigned: For though AQ 31. Parl. 1644, 
reſpecting an arable glebe; and Act 45. Parl. 1649, reipecting graſs, were 
repealed by Act reſciſſory; yet the above mentioned Act 24. Parl. 1. Cha. I. 
1663, was certainly meant to ſerve all the nt ns of ſaid acts, in favour 
ol the eſtabliſhed clergy. 
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was divided gth September 1696, without any une ban 
laid off to the miniſter in lieu thereof. Againſt theſe dila- 


pidations, the then incumbent, Mr-James Borland, as mi- 
' Niſter of Bedrule, proteſted, in his own name, and in name 
of his ſucceſſors in office, miniſters there; and this he did 
on the ground, and at the time, when the heritors were oc- 
cupied with their arbiters in dividing the ſame; and, there. 
upon, took inſtruments in the hands of Thomas Cranſtoun, 
notar public, in preſence of ſundry witneſſes, as a copy of 
faid inſtrument, now before the writer, more fully ſhews. 
But Mr Borland, having been then advanced in life, ſeems 
to have done this merely to exonerate himſelf, and to pre- 
ſerve, as well as he could, a right to any of his ſucceſſors, 


who might think it expedient, fully to proſecute it: For, | 


the law has ordained, that the miniſter or parſon, quatenut 
-parſen, never dies, but he and his ſucceſſors are viewed in 


a corporate capacity. Hence, all the original rights of the 


parſonage are, in the eye of the law, preſerved entire and 
inviolate to the ſucceſſor. The preſent incumbent and his 
predeceſſor, who lived a century or more ago, are, in law, 
one and the ſame perſon; what was the right of the one, is 
ſtill tbe right of the other.“ There was likewiſe a ſmall 
common near the church called Gourlay Bog, on which the 


miniſter of Bedrule was alſo in uſe to paſture, and, like the 


former, was divided, but at a later period, without any part 
thereof being aſſigned him, or any indemnification, as yet 
made for the loſs the living thereby ſuſtained. He has 
right to caſt 10 darg þ of turf || annually, viz, 6 on the muirs 
of Fulton, Corſcleugh and Bedrule; 2 on Newton Muir, 
and 2 on Rewcaſtle Muir. Indeed, as coals are at a very 


great 


| | 
+ A darg of turf is as many as can be caſt with one ſpade in one day. 
| For a miniſter's right to fuel, &c. and all other privileges, according 
to uſe and wont, vide chap. 165. Parl. 13. James 6th, 21ſt July 1593. 


of Fedrules 87 


ing great diſtance; and the roads, till of late turnpikes were : 


ia. made, a great part of the year almoſt impaſſable; and no 

mis pe:t in the pariſh, it ſeems probable, that turf, which is 

me here, in general, remarkably good, was the fuel chiefly uſed 
did in former times But now that coals are attainable, though, 

oc- owing to the great diſtance they are brought, and to toll- 
re- bars on the road, very expenſive; even the pooreſt people 
un, in the parith, uſe a few of them. 

of 


Church. —The antiquity of the church, we are as yet un- 


ws. able to trace; but, from its figure and conſtruction, it ſeems 
-ms to have been built in thoſe times, when the conſtitution of 
re- men was greatly more ſtrong than it is at preſent; for, ac- 
” cording to the cuſtom of our hardy forefathers, it is partly 
or, delow ground, and the windows, or rather flits, are not made 
a to open and ſhut, by which the air is unavoidably affected, 
mn and rendered ſomewhat like that in a family vault or damp 
the cellar. The whole fabric 1s much decayed, and has i ED, for 
and a conſiderable time, in a ruinous ſtate. 
his Notwithſtanding our other improvements, we are extreme- 
WW, ly ſorry we have to regret the bad ſtate“of many of our parith 
pu churches, and that thereby ſo little encouragement is given 
all to the people to attend public worſhip there, where it is ob- 
he viouſly the intereſt, as well as the bounden duty of the teach- 
the er to inſtruct them to fear God, to honour the King, to obey 
. the good Laws, to reſpect and revere the happy Conſtitu- 
on tion of their country, and to pray that thereby liberty and 
has peace may not only be enjoyed by them in their days, but al- 
12 ſo conveyed full and entire to their children, and, by the ſame 
Ur; happy and liberal means, tranſmitted unimpaired to the lateſt 
* poſterity. We are the more particular on this head, for the 
eat information of rangers g, many of whom, we underſtand, 
form, 
ling 8 lt may be proper here alſo to inform ſtrangers, that the Eſtabliſhed 
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form an unfavourable opinion of the religion, people, and 


| elergy of this country on that account; as, with the greateſt 
Juſtice, we are able to aſſure them, that the bad, and indeed 
very indecent ſtate in which they find many of the pariſh 


churches 


Clergy of Scotland are ſupported by a ſmall part of the ancient N of 
the national] church, the remainder thereof being moſtly in the poſſeſſion of 


Ey ?itulars ot impropriators, whereby, properly ſpeaking, the public can be un. 


derſtood no more to contribute to the maintenance of the Eſtabliſhed Clergy, 
than to that of theſe lay titulars, or impropriators of the patrimony of the church. 
Therefore, by our law, when it is judged neceſſary, from the change on the 
value of money, or any other obvious and onerous cauſe, for the court of teinds, 
which was originally a committee of the Parliament of Scotland, to grant 
what is called an augmentation, or, more properly ſpeaking, to bring the mi- 
niſter's preſent ſtipend ſomewhat nearer to its original value, they can have 
recourſe to theſe funds only; and no landholders or others are affected either 
with ſtipend, or what is called augmentation of ſtipend, but only fo far as 


they are proven to be poſſeſſed of them; and though the ſmall remains of the 


patrimony of the church, that are ſtill reſerved by the Conſtitution for theſe 


purpoſes, were, by law, alſo ſecularized, and either applied for the lightening 


ef the taxes, or granted, by royal favour, as the reſt have been, to individuals, 
| for fervices real or ſuppoſed, this would hot diminiſh, but, perhaps, rather in- 
ereaſe the burden on thoſe on whom it preſently lies, who can pretend no 
right thereto, more than they can to the old church lands, or free teinds he- 
ritably poſſeſſed by others, or the free teinds of their own eſtates, which they, 
their anceſtors, or authors, have neither obtained by favour ſrom the Crown, 
nor as y<t purchaſed, according to law, from their lay titu/ars, or impro- 
priators. As the ſecularization of theſe funds, when underſtood, in point 
of intereſt, is little to be deſired by heritors, ſo alſo, if they view the 
matter properly, as little by the commonalty, not even by Diſſenters 
themſelves; and, we believe, is really ſeriouſly deſired by few who have 
2 fincere regard for the good of their country: becauſe we know of no ſpecies 
of Chrifianity it would not be obviouſly the intereſt of ſociety to be the Eſta- 


bliſhed Religion, rather than none; for, however in ſpeculative points they 


may differ, and, in theſe, oſten more in words than ideas, in their regard for 
morals, we are ſatisfied, all the ſincere are perfectly united, aud we believe 
that moſt, even of Diſſenters, who feel the comfort, and admit the uſefulneſs 
ef ſocial worthip and public inſtruction, are alſo friendly to the preſervation 
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thurclies in this country, neither proceeds from the genius 
of Preſbytery (the Eſtabliſhed Religion) the temper of the 


people of Scotland, nor the taſte of the Eſtabliſhed Clergy; J 
who all feel, and often expreſs the hardſhip of their ſituation g 
Vor. XV. 11 in b 
bf the eſtabliſhment of parochial churches and ſchools And that this is the 1 
caſe, is evident from this, that none do more heartily accord with the com- 1 
mon, and perhaps, in too many inſtances, well founded outcry againſt the late | q 
frequent annexations and ſuppreſſions in different parts of the country, And; : 1 
therefore, the only difference on that head is, as is natural and ſuppoſeable, that 1 
each would wiſh the clergy and ſchoolmaſters, ſettled in the pariſh churches i 
and ſchools, eſtabliſhed by law, of their own ſe& or profeſſion. But all muſt i 
ſee, that in this, as in a few ſpeculative opiniorls, in which ſets differ front i 
each other, they are not only oppoſed to all who at preſent adhere to the E- 1 
ſtabliſned Chureh, by far the major part of the community, but are alſo there- i 1 
by equally in oppoſition to the inclinations and wiſhes of one another. Nay; 1 
ſarther, when the matter is duly conſidered, the annihilation of an Eſtabliſh- , 0 ; 
ed Clergy, as it is againſt the inclination, ſo, obviouſly, it would be contrary to 1 4 
the ſecular intereſt of the people. For there is not, perhaps, a popular com- [ 1 
plaint better founded, and; in the juſtice of which all deſcriptions of men are i 
more agreed, than that againſt the modern cuſtom of the the money raiſed in 1 
the country by the non · reſidence of many of the landholders, different from i 
the practice of their fathers, being ſpent ſo much at a diſlance from it. Now, 5 
by our excellent Conſtitution, the clergy of Scotland are all without excep- "by 
tion bound to reſide. By this means all that they receive in ſtipend, out of 9 
the lands of their reſpective pariſhes, &c. is, thereby, not only kept in the WW 
country, but, moſt of it, ſpent in the ſeveral pariſhes and neateſt market towns 1 . 
to theſe pariſhes, in which, both by the laws of the church and the ſtate, they, 1 
the clergy, are bound to reſide. Whatever, therefore, be the wiſh of thoſe "0 
(we truſt they are but few) who are equally inimical to order, to law, and to + li 
good government, as they are to religion, we are ſatisfied; that few, if any, * 
of any deſcription, even of Diſſenters, at leaſt in this part of the country, have ö ; 


lo far degenerated from the well known principles of their pious and virtuous 
2nceſtors, as to wiſh national religion altogether aboliſhed, but only, that it 
were of that ſect or party of which they are members. But ſuppoſing it o- 
therwiſe, we would aſk ſuch, What they would think of a Government or 
State, ſuppoſe Great Britain, that would ſeize upon all that has been diſponed 
by individuals for the ſupport of religious worſhip and public inſtruRion; it 
| | | — 
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1 . * 
in chis reſpect, and their hearty diſapprobation thereof; and 
fome of the people thus circumſtanced, even go the length 
to give it as the reaſon for their remaining at home in bad 


weather, and others, of deferting the Eſtabliſhed Church al- 


topether, 


i no matter, if it has been tolerated by law, of what ſe& or deſcription ? 

Would this not cut down, at one ſtroke, the pious funds of all the Diſſenters, 
together with the remaining part of the patrimony of the church, ſtill reſer- 
ved by the Legiflature to be applied according to its original intention, for 
the ſupport of national religion, 3. e. public worſbip and infirufion ? The Eſta- 
bliſhed Clergy of Scotland, as was ſaid, being, by law, moſt ſtrictly bound to 
reſide, none of them, therefore, are capable of holding pluralities, or any li- 
ving, in commendam, by which means, independent of the ſuitableneſs of this 
ſalutary regulation, the money they receive in ſtipend, &c. as was alſo men- 
tioned, is neceſſarily circulated in the pariſhes and neareſt market towns to 


where it is raifed, by which means the people have not only immediately the - 


benefit of their inſtruRion, advice, and friendſhip, but alſo, mediately, of the 


ſtipends they receive, by their being expended amongſt them. By the law of 


Scotland, alſo, the poor of every deſcription or ſet whatever, without excep- 
tion, in cach landward pariſh, have a legal title to call upon the eſtabliſhed 


miniſter, and he is bound, if the heritors and tenants do not duly aſſeſs them- 


ſelves in what is reaſonable for their maintenance, upen proper information, 
to report to the Judge Ordinary, what appears ſo to him, and aid the may 
be otherwiſe altogether helpleſs, and thereby prevent what might, in ſome 

_ eaſes, perhaps, prove a fatal delay, For the miniſter is uſually unable, how- 
_ -ever diſpoſed, himſelf to ſupply them, or to find any other certain means 
whereby to ſupply them, according to their often great and urgent neceſſities, 
And, therefore, this benevolent and wiſe regulation, in our law, though ſcl- 
dom exexciſed, is a moſt neceſſary and proper ſecurity to the poor, eſpecially 
in theſe times, different from thoſe in which landholders generally. reſided in 


the country, and regularly attended the church; by which means, they not 


only had an opportunity to hear and know weckly, the ſtate of the poor in 
the pariſh, but, befides contributing themſelves, of ſetting an example to their 
tenants and dependants, alſo, to contribute to their relief; whereas, it is now 
too generally cuſtomary for them, not only to reſide the greateſt part of the 
year, if not altogether, in the Capital, or ſome great town, but, when in the 
country, rarely, if at all, to attend public worſhip. As this modern practice 
nas already greatly affected ſociety, ſo it is particularly hurtful to the inte- 
| | | re 


* 


. 


t 
C 


whoſe houſes of worſhip, though built by contribution, are 


decent, convenient, and comfortable; and chooſe rather to 


do this, though accompanied with expence, than attend the 


Eſtabliſhed Clergy in thoſe churches where their health is in 


danger. Strangers will naturally wiſh to be informed from 
whence the neglect proceeds. Candour, however painful, 

obliges us plainly to ſtate the anſwer. By the law and prac- 
tice of Scotland, different from what obtains in ſome other 
countries, the burden of building and repairing the churches 
eſtabliſhed by law, particularly in /andzvard or country pa- 
riſhes, is not raiſed by aſſeſſment on all poſſeſſors of lands and 
houſes, whether tenant or proprietor, indiſcriminately, nor 
raiſed by briefs, but is raiſed from lands only ; and, there- 


fore, by the ſame right, according to the Conſtitution and 
preſent exiſting law of Scotland, by which our heritors or 
landholders in the act called par: iſhioners* poſſeſs their eſtates, 
4 E 2 they 


reſt and comfort of the modeſt and deſerving poor, by ſo much breaking off 


their connection with the wealthy, and, in moſt caſes, even preventing them 
being known to them; by which means, the modeſt and ſhameleſs, the induſ- 
trious and flothful, the deſerving and worthleſs, are unavoidably placed on 


the ſame footing, and claſſed indiſcriminately on the ſame common roll, which, 
though in an aſſeſſment of that nature, can ſcarcely be avoided, is obviouſly 


the oecaſion of many and great evils, beſides increaſing the poor-rates, 


* Pariſtioners, i. e. beritors, This expreſſion is equally agreeable to the 
law and practice of Scotland: © For, (in the words of a great lawyer | on 


that head) all who have lands in a pariſh, are conſidered as Pariſbioners, with- 
out reſpect to their reſidence, as to all parochial burdens, which are propor- 


tioned to the valuation of every heritor's lands in the pariſh, and not to his 


quality or his lands in other pariſhes.” Act 54. Parl. 3. Ja. 6. 1572. And 


(in the words of the ſame great man) the church yard is fenced- with dykes, 
partly for ornament, and _ as a Ms to the dead bodies, from 


hs. 


t Forbes on T nds, pages 209 and 215. 
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together, and attending divine ſervice with the Difſenters, 
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they are | bound, beſides upholding manſe and ſchool-houfe, | 


to build and repair the pariſh church, church-yard walls, &c. 
where their lands are ſituated, in a reaſonable and decent 
manner. Hence, as is obvious, ſuch landholders, and they 
only, who neglect to do fo, give ground for that reflection; 
and the bad ſtate of many of the pariſh churches of this 
country, thereby become ſo juſt a cauſe of complaint to the 


people, to the very people, who by their adherence to the e- 
Ntabliſhed religion of the country, certainly do ſhew them- 


ſelves not the leaſt friendly to our happy Conſtitution, in 
church and in ſtate ; thereby, alſo, as is obvious, the laws are 
infringed, and the moſt peaceable and religious of his Majęſ- 


ty's ſubjects, much aggrieved. For, the law of this coun- 


try is ſo well and fo wiſely framed, as to lay the burden of 


building and repairing the church and ſchool-houfe, &c. up- 
on the rich, to relieve the poor, not upon perſons, but upon 


property, therefore, no individual's rights or property are or 


gan be, invaded or affected thereby; nor can any perſons or 


claſſes of men, of whatever deſcription, be any way interfer- 
ed with, but as proprietors of lands, fer their lands only ; on 
which expreſs condition they are conveyed and held; and, 


therefore, by neglecting to acquit themſelves of theſe: legal 
engagements, to which they are bound by the ſame tenure 


they hold their eſtates, as well as to fulfill fo pious and im- 
| portant 


being Sed vp and eee by beaſts, The building and repairing of 
churches and church-yard dykes, was once referred to the Privy Council, 


act 76. Parl. 9. 2d May 1693. But now the pariſhioners, z. e. beritors, muſt. 


build and repair the church yard dykes with ſtone and mortar two elns (yards) 


high, with ſufficient ſtiles and entries, and the Lords of Seſſion are to oh | 


letters of horning againſt them to that effect: Act 232. Parl. 15. Ja. 6. 1597.” 
T he pariſhioners (heritors) are alſo bound to provide communion cups, ta. 
bles, and table cloths, &c. vide chap, 6. Parl. 22 Ja, 6. 1617, 
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portant a duty; * at the "ROM ie, plainly ſhew a high 


diſreſpe& to the worſhip of God, and a great diſregard for 


the Conſtitution and Laws of their country, by which they 


are ſecured and protected 1 in the * of their _— and 
property. 

It may be aſked, Is there 1 no  compulf tftor pere by law in 
hard caſes? There is. But, not to mention how averſe. 


the people reſiding in a pariſh, naturally muſt be to enter 


into a proceſs at law with the very perſons of whom they 


farm their lands; the trouble and expence of ſuch a proceſs, : 
with men ſo weighty and powerful, is an objeCtion to them 


for the .moſt part inſurmountable. And it is the more 


hard, as there is no reaſon to doubt, but that the people in 
the communion of the Eſtabliſhed Church would be equally 
forward, according to their abilities, to re- build and repair 


their churches, as the Diſſenters are their houſes of worſhip, 


were it not, that the law has ſo wiſely ordered it otherwiſe, 
by laying the burden of ſupporting the eſtabliſhed religion of 
the country, on lands purchaſed and held on that expreſs 


condition, whereby all perſons of whatever deſcription, except 


proprietors of lands for their lands only, are, juſtly ſpeaking, 


exempted ; and thoſe alone, who are inclined to adhere to 
the eſtabliſhed church, are affected by their neglect ; and 
thus, thereby, either made to ſuffer, or involve themſelves in 


a proceſs of law, which, for reaſons above mentioned, they 


rarely adventure upon; or abſent themſelves from divine ſer- 


vice; a cuſtom, alas | become too common; or take refuge | 


among the Diflenters, whoſe houſes of worſhip are duly at- 


tended to, and where the people ſit, in the ſevereſt weather, 
dry and comfortable: and, it is proper to add, what certain- 
1y ought to have much weight, that however inclined thoſe 
adhering to the Eſtabliſhed Church, in moſt country pariſhes, 


may be to accommodate themſelves, if the law had not or- 
| dlered 
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dered it otherwiſe, this is in a great meaſure to them imprac. 
ticable, not only by their diſtance from one another, but more 
eſpecially their generally low circumſtances, who, notwith- 
ſtanding, as our happy Conſtitution has fixed it, have as good 
a right, by law, to enjoy the advantages of religious inſtruc- 
tion and education, by the wiſe inſtitution of parochial cler- 
gy, and eſtabliſhed ſchoolmaſters, as their more wealthy 
| brethren in cities and in towns, to whom, by their nearneſs 
to one another, their numbers and greater wealth, the want 
of theſe eſtabliſhments, ſo particularly neceſſary in the coun- 
try, might, however proper alſo in towns, by the inhabitants 
thereof, be more eafily ſupplied ; whereas, if the poor and 
ſcattered inhabitants in moſt landward pariſhes, be deprived 
of the benefit of their eſtabliſhed churches and parochial 
| ſchools, as appointed by law, many of them, eſpecially in 

remote ſituations, muſt unavoidably loſe the advantages of re- 
ligious inſtruction and education, + ſo intereſting, not only 
| | to 


+ As mortifications and donations amongſt diſſenters are intended to ſup- 
port a particular church or ſe&, according to the will of the donors, fo the 
funds in Scotland, appropriated by law for the ſupport of public tcachers, in 
landward diſtricts or pariſhes, ought, in like manner, ever to be eonſidered as 
ſacred depoſits, wiſely preſerved by the legiſlature in favour of the communi- 
ty, in order that people in the meaneſt circumſtances, and moſt retired ſitua» 

tions, may always have the opportunity of being inſtructed in true re- 
: ligion, „to do juſtly, to love mercy, and te walk humbly ; to do to all 
« as they would they ſhould do to them, were they in their circumſtances,” 
and whenever the inftitution of public inſtructors has a different tendency, 
which, we are apt to believe, is ſeldom the caſe, this by no means proceeds 
from the nature or principle of the inſtitution itſelf, but from the perverſion 
of its original intention and obvious uſe, and this the community ought, there- 
fore, ever moſt carefully to guard againſt, and alſo againſt any of its members 
peing conſtrained to attend the Eſtabliſhed teachers, in preference to others, 
er thoſe who do attend them, being any way diſturbed on that account. 
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to themſelves and their children, but alſo to the political 
health and happineſs of the ſtate. 

It will probably be ſuppoſed, that the miniſter of the pa- 
riſh, in particular, is thereby called upon, in duty, to infiſt for 
the fulfilment of the law ; but, not to mention what is uſu- 
ally the caſe, his utter inability, in point of circumſtances, to 
enter the liſts with a number of wealthy and powerful oppo- 


nents, and that, too, without any other aid or countenance, 


put the goodneſs of his cauſe ; he is almoſt certain of being 
thereby involved in inexpreſſible difficulties ; and, in the iſſue, 


as has often been experienced, may not only have the morti- 
fication of being diſappointed of ſucceſs, but alſo, however un- 
juſtly, of being thereby held * as e — and trou- 


neſome. N N ; 
| * 


J Indeed it may be proper, in this place, to obſerve, in general, that the 
people ſeem more diſſatisfied at their inability to render the laws efficient, than 
at what they conſider the moſt unequal and heavy of the taxes: that ſome of 
them chuſe rather to ſubmit to oppreſſion and the loſs of their property, than 
contend in a law ſuit with the wealthy, &c. becauſe they are afraid, which e- 
ver way it go, of the effects thereof, while their rich opponents, from their 
greater wealth, &c. would be ſcarcely at all affected by it, and they can there- 
by eaſily, alſo, perplex and prolong the buſineſs, and carry it from one Court 


to another, where, from the greater expence, diſtance, &e. they, their feeble 


antagoniſts, are ſtill more unable to contend :——And that this is ſometimes 
effectually held out in terrorem, when any of them happen to be hardy enough 
to preſume to maintain their juſt rights, contrary to the pleaſure of their 


more opulent neighbours. To add to theſe hardſhips, they alſo complain, 
that they have not acceſs for ordinary, to thoſe by whom they are aggrieved, 
to plead their cauſe or ſtare their caſe, hardſhips and grievances, but only 


through . employed by * of whom they have uſually a ſtill more 
unfavourable 


From the words of a certain great man, (Dr Jobnſon) it is evidently bis op 
nion, that 6 No ſcheme of Policy bas, in any country yet, brought the rich and poor 
on equal terms, into Courts of Fudicature . But be ſeems not altogether to deſpair 


of it ; for be adds, « Perhaps experience improving on experience, may in lime ef- 
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It is for reaſons ſuch as theſe, and not from a want of de- 
ſire on the part of the people and miniſter of Bedrule, to have 
every thing put on a legal footing, that the church-yard wall 
is in great diſrepair, that the gate is ſo broken down and ne- 

glected, as not to prevent the intruſion of ſwine, and there- 
by to alarm the people in the neighbourhood for the graves 
of their deceaſed relations; that the church bell, which has 
been long rent, is now altogether uſeleſs by the want of a 
tongue; that the beadle is without a ſalary; that the manſe 
has, till of late, been inhabited by the miniſter, notwithfland- 
ing its long very bad ſtate ; that the church and ſchoolhouſe ſtill 
remain in their ruinous condition. And, we are ſorry to 
ſay, that that kind of neglect is too common over the coun- 
wy" . and, not to mention that many, who from their rank or 


- 


Ration, 


unſavourable opinion; and, thereſore, to whom, though, for the moſt part, 
we believe, unjuſtly, they are apt to aſcribe their harfſhips and difficultice, 
But, in order to judge how much this is the caſe, we need only remind our 
_ reader of the anſwer given by Charles II., though repreſented, at the ſame 
time, by the hiſtorian who relates the fact, as of a humane and feeling diſpo- 
ſition, when informed of the hardflups the people ſuffered, under the admi- 
niſtration of a certain great | ſervant of his : ©. I perceive, ſaid he, that Lau- 
derdale has been guilty of many bad things againſt the people of Scotland, 
but I cannot find, that he has acted any thing contrary to my intereſt.“ And, 
thereſore, notwithſtanding, his conſeſſed humanity, he neither called bim to 
account, nor diſmiſſed him his ſervice, . tar leſs did he give him orders to 
repair the injuries done. When we have ſaid thus much, we ſubmit 
the weight and importance of our obfcreations,* with great deference, to the 
_ penetratiog eye of an impartial public, particularly to thoſe in the ſenat? 
and judgwent-ſcat, whom bur excellent Coriſtitutivn has happily render- 
ed independent and free. And, the more plainly, becauſe, we are ſatisficd, 
that the beſt ſupport of any nation, the ſtrongeſt pillars of any government, 
are, That the pecple's morals be ſound, that their manners be civil, that their 


religion be liberal, that the laws, that fuſlice, be equally eaſy and acce{hble te 
#L, | e Ge EY 
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des ſtation, as well as intereſt in the country, ought certainly to 1 

Have ſet a better example, abſent themſelves from public worſhip . 

wall altogether, the diſreſpect that is thus ſnewn to law and reli- i 

ne- gion, as well as diſregard to the inclination, convenience, and q 

\cre- comfort of the people, is, in our opinion, equally impolitic in f |. 
aves them as it is illegal and profane. For, we may expect, and 1 
| has we pray God it be not in ſome degree the caſe already, that 1 
of a the contempt that has been of late ſo generally thrown on re- 4 

anſe ligion and its peaceful adherents, may, in time, excite the 1 
and- multitude, who are but too apt to imitate the vices of their 1 
{till ſuperiors, rather than their virtues, to ſhake off their honeſt, l 
y to as well as pious principles, and at laſt to become, if not as 9 
oun- profane, at leaſt as corrupt as too many of thoſe who eſteem I 
k or themſelves their betters. When this event takes place, which, A 
ion, if not wiſely prevented, may be nearer than many of us ima- 4 
8 gine, thoſe who have done the miſchief muſt ſeverely feel the 1 

ot effects of it, and will thereby, though, perhaps, too late, find }. 
4 3 the neceſſity, from the want of a better principle, of ſetting the 41 
ſame example of a proper regard to the laws of God and their coun- 1 
diſpo- try, for their own intereſt and in their own defence. For, what- I 
ow. ever falſe and vain philoſophers may pretend, a nation or peo- | 
50 ple, without religion will alſo be without principle. 5 
And, But the writer, when he has ſaid thus much, is at the ſame 1 

im to time happy, with great juſtice and equal pleaſure, to be able 1 
bh " to add, that by far che greater part of the heritors or land- 4 
_ holders of Scotland are of a very different deſcription. And, 1 
WE therefore, from a real regard to the worſhip of God, the com- 1 
ndet · fort, good will, and convenience of the people, and concern $ 
isfied, for the credit of their native country, as well As from their 3 
Wo high reſpeCt for its conſtitution and laws, they have the pa- 'F 
. riſh churches, where their lands are ſituated, not only decent 3 
and comfortable, but fome of them elegant, | 
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Ciergy. Mr Joſeph Tennent, who ſeems to have beta 
one of the firſt of the Reformed clergy in this part of the 
country, is mentioned in an old record of preſbytery, as mi- 
niſter of Bedrule, as far back as the 1606, and lived till about 
the 1631; who alſo held, for 4 conſiderable time, the li- 
ving of Abbotrule, the cure of which he likewiſe ſerved, e- 
even down to about the year 1621, when it was disjoined 
from Bedrule; and Mr James Ker, laird of the Grange, an 
_ eſtate in that pariſh, whoſe wife was charged with «vitcheraft, 
but, as appears from the above record, mY? unfuſtly, was or- 
dained there; he being the firſt Proteſtant miniſter of | 
Abbotrule after its disjunction from Bedrule. Mr Tennent 
was ſucceeded by Mt David Fowlis, who was admitted 3oth 
October 1633, by the Biſhop of Caithneſs 5 and preſbytery of 
Jedburgh. My Fowlis was foon after tranflated to Oxnam, 
which, in thoſe times, ſeems to have been conſidered as one 
of the moſt valuable livings in the South of Scotland; and 
Mr Henry Peirſon ſucceeded him in the benefice of Bedrule. 
But the CovenantersF, foon after gaining the aſcendency, 

rote both 


J Here it may not be unworthy of remark, that the Scottiſh Church, in 
the rank of her Clergy, before her connexion with the Sce of Rome, was 
nearly the ſame as ſhe became immediately on her Reformation from Pope- 
ry : And, that the Liturgy, or Book of Common Order, received and uſed by the 
Reformed Kirk of Scotland, and commonly called Xox's Liturgy, for piety, 
ſimplicity, natural caſe and energy oi exprefiion, is equalled by few, and ſur · 
paſſed by none. es TS | | 


$ This was Dr John Abernethy, then alſo miniſter of Jedburgh, and 
author of a thedlogical work, entitled, A Chriftian and Heavenly Treatiſe, 
containing Phyſic for the Soul.” His name is mentioned in the printed acts 
of that period, as a Member of ſeveral Committees of the Scotch Parliament, 


+ The following extract, from the record of Prefbytery, will enable the 
reader to form ſome idea, how indiſcriminately the Covenant was adminiſter- 
ed, or rather impoſed, upon many of the people, at that time, when the cev- 

; ſure 


* 


of Bedrule. 


doch theſe gentlomen were removed from their churches, for 


their attachment to Epifcopacy. Mr Henry Ellor was the 


4 F Preſbyterian 


ſures of the Church were followed up by civil penalties $ © At Jedburgh the 


jaſt day of February 1644 (Inter alia) The quilk day Mr Walter Makgill 
zcquainted the brethrin by his letter, that having ſummoned John Young and 
Thomas Young in Falscaſtle, before his Seſſion, for not ſubſery viug the Cove : 
nant, the ſaids perſons told the kirk officer, that they would en {4nozw or ac - 
knowledge ] no ſeſſion nor miniſter, ut follogu the command of their moſter, my 
Lord Traquair ; and for refuſal, he caufed ſummon them before this preſbyte- 
cy againſt this day, who not compearing, was ordeaned to be ſummoned pre 
24) with certification.“ Hence the danger of impoſing indiſcriminately the 
ſame oath on all perſons of every deſcription, as well as the pernicious conſc- 
quence of multiplying oaths, and rendering an appeal to Gad, that laſt and 
moſt ſacred pledge of ſecurity to fociety, too frequent and familiar to the peo- 


ple. Mr Macgill was miniſter of Cavers, and, as appears from the ſame re- 


cord, preached before the preſbytery of Jedburgh, which met there 3oth July 
i645, for the viſitation of his kirk, at the advanced age of 101. Faſtcaſtle, 


which was then the property of the Earl of Traquair, is a curious mound of 
earth, whether natural or artificial, is-incertain, on which, till of late, there 


were ſeveral houſes, and, though in the pariſh of Cavers, is ſituated ſo near 
the fite of the Caſte of Bedrule, as gives ground to ſame to ſuppoſe it to have 
been raiſed in ancient times, as an outwork to that fortreſs. | 

+ However, at the ſams time, in juſtice to the memory of the Covenanters, wwe 
reatily admit, that the banefu! ſpirit of into/erance cannet with truth be more juſity 


a/c1itbed to them than to moſt of the ather ſects in Europe at that time. For all who _ 


ere acquainted with the hiftory of that period, well know, that the ſpirit of intolerance, 
from bad policy and wi/tuken ze l, was rnhappily the marked char atteriflic of moſt of 
of the great contending parties of thoſe times, according as they became puſſeſſed of 
fowver e Than which, as rething is ebviorfly mere inimical to the peace of ſociety and 


ive ſufety and happineſs of indrviduals, fo, in the juriſprudence of nations, nothing 


ovght more carefully to be guarded ageinſl. For though we ſee, by the ſame melan- 
cloly hiftory, the Catholic and Proteſtant, the Epiſcopalian and Preſbyte; ian, 
while Feeling the cruel effects of that hateful ſpirit, alike tcenty inveighing again} tt, 
get, we find them, zu ben folſeſſed of power, fperſecuting in their turn Alas in 


this reſpect, all evidently ſbewing ihem/clves equally forgetful of their ot0n com 


plaints and ſufferings, as of the laws, precepts, and pattern of the mech and lows 
ly Jeſus, whom, as they united in confeſſing the common Author of ther Faith, they, 
{all tbe ſiacere ) eeudbtleſs conſidered as their only perfect cam ple, latugiver, and 


zudge. 
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Preſbyteria. miniſter who ſucceeded Mr Peirfon, and was 
admitted by the preſbytery of Jedburgh, aſſiſted by Commiſ. 
foners from the neighbouring preſbyteries of Selkirk, Kelſo, 
and Erfiltoun,® He died about the year 16 53- 
Me 


* As the ſollowing extract from the old ſederunt book of the acts and : 
proceedings of the preſbytery of Jedburgh, gives the reader a diſtin view of 
the form of admiſſion and inſtitution uſed by our anceſtors, Preſoyteriens, and 
ſhews, with what attention and accuracy they conducted buſineſs, we, for the 
entertainment of the curious, inſert it here: 1 1 


* H. Bedroule, 2d Junii 1646. 


« The whilk day being appointed for the admiſſion of Mr Henry Ellot 
« to the function of the miniſtrie, at the parochin kirke of Bedroule, the bre- 
« thren, with their elders, and the congregation, conveened day and' place 
40 forſaide, for that ſame effect, wherat Mr William Maxwell haiving preach- 
« ed, Mr William Weir, moderator, performed the act of the forſaide admiſ 
« ſion, conform to the practis of this church, in preſence, and with conſent 
2 and applaus of the heritors and parochiners of the forſaide parochin, where - 
« in did aſſiſt and concurre with the becthren, Andrew Dunkiſon miniſter at 
6 Laſowden, Mr Alexander Reid, miniſter at Aſhkirke, from the preſbitrie 
« of Selkirke, Mr Johne Douglas, miniſter at Yettam, from the preſbitrie of 
« Kelfo, and Mr Thomas Donaldſone, miniſter at Smellin, ſrom the preſbi- 
« trie of Erſiitoun. The ſaide day the moderator, in name of the brethren, 
« aſked Mr Henry Ellot, preſently admitted, as hee bade done lykeways be · 
« for his forſaide admiſſion, if hee hade ſet any tacke of the teynds or vica- 
t rage of the forſaide kirke of Bedroule, to any; who. anſred that he hade not 
« directlie nor indirectlie, next the brethren, inhibit thee ſaide Mr Henry, to 
© ſet any in tymes coming, without adveys and conſent of the brethren ; the 
« {4jd Mr Henry promiſed faithfullie not to ſet any ſuch tackes either of teynds 
% or Vicarage, without the forſaide adyys and conſent ; the which promis the 
« faid Mr Henry confirmed, with his ſolemn oath, in preſence of the brethren. 
« Aſter which the ſaide Mr Henry required that the brethren would give 
« him inſtitution upon his preſentation, collation, and admiſſion, given bee 
„ themſelves; the whilk requeſt, the brethren thought lawful, and therefore, 
« the moderator did give the ſaide Mr Henry inſtitution, by giving the bible 
« to the ſaide Mr Henry, he ſtanding in the pulpit, the which Bible, the laid: 
„ Mr Henry gaive about to his clders, as uſe is, and tooke inſtruments there- 
© upon, 
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To thoſe, but a little acquainted with the hiſtory of that 


period, it is known, that in 1649, patronage was repealed, 


by act of Parliament, and, that, ſoon after, certain of the 
clergy were diſtinguiſked by the name of Proteſters, from 


their proteſting againſt admitting thoſe called Malignantt 


(Cavaliers,) into offices of truſt, or even into the Royal ar- 


my, in oppoſition to another more numerous, but, in gener- 


al, leſs popular party of the clergy, called Re/lutioners, from 
their reſolving their admiſſion on certain conditions: And, 
that, in conſequence of the jarring of thoſe parties, as well 
as the repeal of the law of patronage, the ſettlement of many 
churches was rendered difficult at that time. Whether from 
theſe, or from other cauſes, with which the writer is as 
yet unacquainted, the church of Bedrule, was kept vacant 

Do for 


« upon, in the hands of Robert Rutherfurd, notar publicke, befor the brethren | 


and many of the elders and parochiners, whom he requyred to be witneſ- 
4 ſes in confirmation of his forſaide iuſtitution. The ſaide day lykeways Mr 


« Henry Ellot deſired the brethren that they would bee pleaſed to deſigne ane 
« mans and gleibe to him, at the ſaide kirke, the whilk deſyre becing found 
% law full the brethren ordains the forſaide deſignation to bee made preſentlie, 
« and therefor the brethren went together to the mans, pertaining to the mi- 
« niſter ſerving the cure at the kirke of Bedroule, and ther the moderator, in 5 
<« their name and preſence, did give poſſeſſion to the ſaide Mr Henry per tra. 
« Ait ionem clavium, as uſe is, of the whole mans, houſes, biggings, and yeardes, 
« formerlie poſſeſt bee Mr Henry Peirſone, late incumbent ther ; as alſo the 
« ſaide moderator, in name and preſence of the brethren, went and gaive poſ- 
« ſeſſion to the ſaide Mt Henry, per traditionem lapidis & glebæ, as uſe is, of 
« the whole gleibe and kirke lands pertaining and belonging to the miniſ- 


« ter ſerving the cure, at the forſaide kirke of Bedroule, and of late poſſeſt 


„bee the forſaide Mr Henry Peirſone, late incumbent ther; in verification 
« of the premiſes, the ſaide Mr Henry took inſtruments in preſence of the 
« brethren, in the hands of Robert Rutherfurd, notar publicke, requyring 
« likew#ys the lairds of Bedroule, elder and younger, wath ſundrie others of 
* the parochiners, t to bear witneſs thereunto.“ | | 
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for no ſhorter a period than the ſpace of five years. At laſt, 


Mr Hugh Scot was ſettled here, 19th March 1658. He did 


not continue long miniſter ; for, on the re-eſtabliſhment of 
Epifcopacy, he was removed from his church for non-con- 
formity. Mr James Adamfon, miniſter of Carriden, was pre- 
ferred to the living of Bedrule 7th September 1664, and con- 
tinued miniſter here during the reigns of Charles and James, 
and ſeems to have died about the time of the Revolution, 
He was ſucceeded by Mr James Borland, in 1690, who was 
the firſt miniſter ſettled here after presbytery became again 
the eſtabliſhed religion. Mr Borland was ſucceeded by Mr 
John Gilchriſt in 1714, who, in 1748, was ſucceeded by Mr 


George Dickſon, ro whom the preſent miniſter ſucceeded in 


1788. And, it is remarkable, of theſe above mentioned 


nine incumbents, ſince the Reformation, except Mr David 
Fowlis, who was tranſlated to Oxnam, that they all died 


miniſters of Bedrule, or were removed from their charge, 
not for any fault er irregularity of conduct, but for their 
faithful adherence to the religion they profeſſed ; and, how- 
ever obviouſly of different ſentiments, fidelity and ſteadineſs 


in the cauſe they thought beſt, were equally remarkable in 


the character of all. 


| Advanta Jes." 


|} Indeed, from a remarkable coincidence of circumſtances, tha records 
and hiſtory of this country, in general, during that period, happen to be 


very imperict, For, not to mention, the records and other intereſting pa- 


pers, which were carried to London by order of the Protector, having been 
loſt by the wreck of the veſſel in which they were returning, by order of 
_ Government, aſter the Reſtoration, on the Lothian coaſt, near Royſton, 
{Caroline park,) General Aſſemblies were interdicted during the Uſurpation : 
a Provincial Synod was, therefore, then the higheſt Eccleſiaſtical Cout in this 
country; and the whole records of the provincial ſynod of Merſe and T iviot- 


dale, preceding 1708, and, probably, containing an account of the cauſe of 


that very long vacancy, were unfortunately deſtroyed by accidental fire in 
the manſe of Morebattle. 
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 Hdvantager. This pariſh is fituated in the centre of a 
proſperous though not very populous county, interſected by 


the great road between Berwick and Carliſle, touched on by 


a branch of the London road to Edinburgh, not more than 
two miles diſtant from Jedburgh, about 7 miles from Hawick, 
both excellent market towns. The land is in general of a dry 
ſoil, yet watered by a conſiderable number of ſprings, rivu- 
lets and brooks, in moſt places of eaſy acceſs and at con- 
venient diſtances from each other. Beſides, upon the Weſt 
and North it is for the moſt part bounded by the before men- 


| tioned pure and copious ſtreams of the Rule and the Tiviot. 


Diſadunmager. The great diſtance from coal, the bad- 
_ neſs of the road from Spittal bridge to the ſouthern extre- 
mity of the pariſh, by which the people in this part of the 


country, uſuilly paſs or make a great circuit, to Reid, in 
Northumberland, for coal, and Windburgh, a conſiderable 
mountain on the borders of Liddyſdale, for lime; and the 
badnefs of that from Bedrule to Jedburgh, the neareſt mar- 


| ket town, are diſadvantages not only to this pariſh, but alſo to 
the neighbourhood, and which, with no great difficulty, may, 


and, we hope, ſoon will be removed, as both theſe roads, 
run, in general, on a gentle declivity and favourable bot- 


tom, and are near excellent materials. 


Concluſion. —It will be obſerved, that the writer of the fore- 
going Statiſtical Account has avoided repeating the ſame 


things, ſo properly taken notice of in the accounts of the va- 


nous pariſhes in this part of the country, already publiſhed; 


and, therefore, whenſoever that is felt as a defect by the 


reader, it will be only neceſſary for him to ſuppoſe, that the 
inhabitants of the pariſh of Bedrule have nearly the ſame re- 
lgious and political ſentiments 3 predilections and prejudi- 
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ces®, are nearly of the ſame ſize, ſtrength, and vigour of bo. 
dy and mind, and, from ſimilar cauſes, are liable to the ſame 
difeaſes, as mentioned in one or other of theſe accounts: 
That the ſame animals, fowls, and migratory birds, roam in 
the field, and fly in the air, indifferently over this and the 
neighbouring pariſnes; That the rivers abound with nearly 
the ſame kinds of fiſh, in the ſame ſeaſons of the year, of the 
ſame quality, —— and Des and in general alſo nearly 
of 


lt may be proper here only to remark, in general, that the people in 
this country ſeem not now ſo ſtrongly attached to their lairds or maſters as 
formerly; and that the predilection of many to their native ſoil, and a cer- 


tain unfortunate family, is greatly diminiſhed ; the former being much weak - 


ened, the latter almoſt every where worn out. Indeed, they ſeem now, in 
general, more anxious how they live, than where; how they are governed, 
. than by whom; what the laws are, than who are their makers; and how 
juſt and equal ſoe ver they be, are apt to conſider themſelves protected there- 
by, only ſo far as they have it in their power to render them efficient, Theſe 
changes, we believe, may be caſily accounted for. In this country, former- 
ly, the greateſt reſpect was generally paid to family; for then almoſt every 
perſon conſidered himſelf of ſome family, and was thereby led to think 
he had an intereſt therem. And his intereſt, in this real or ſuppoſed 
eonneQion, was, for the moſt part, not merely ideal. For, then, it was the 
pride of the laird or maſter, to have his tenants, retainers, and even domeſtics, 
of bis own ſurname, many of them his near relations, and he commonly 
treated them as ſuch. By this means, his will was uſually as law to them; 
his honour their honour; his intereſt their intereſt. And, we are aſſured, 
where this is ſtill the cafe, the ſame is ſtil] the effect. But where the caſes 
are changed, it will not ſeem ſtrange, that the conſequences are alſo different. 
And however this change, in the minds of the people, may affect individuals, 
it is certainly, at preſent, not eaſy to ſay, what, in the long run, its effects 
may be on ſociety ; but, it is evidently much altering the ſtate of mens 
minds, as well as that of the country ; and we earneſtly pray, it may, in the 
iſſue, be equally beneficial and improving to both. With regard to their re- 
ligious ſentiments, though the people be not leſs divided, we are happy to ob- 
ferve, they ſeem, in general, leſs prejudiced againſt one another than former- 
iy; which proceeds, we believe, much, if not entirely, from the liberty of 
epinion, our excellent Conſtitution ſo happily affords to every well inten- 
tioned and reaſonabic man, 
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ef the ſame ſize: And that, allowing for the difference of cli- 
mate in the uplands, the midlands, and the lowlands, ſeed time 
and harveſt, the modes of cropping, and the management of 
black cattle and ſheep, are nearly the ſame; and where there 
happens to be a diſtinction, that it more commonly proceeds 
from the ſkill and induſtry of individuals, than the general 
ſyſtem of conducting that kind of buſineſs in the different 
pariſhes* And, it is worthy of remark, that, with little e- 
ception, the ſame obſervation applies to the greater part of 
this diſtrict. This, the writer truſts, will be alſo his apolo- 
gy for having been particular in his account of other things, 
which though in themſelves, perhaps, not more intereſting, 
yet, from their ſpeciality, or having been overlooked, or but 
ſlightly noticed by others, he judged entitled to his atten- : 
tion. | | 


Vol.. XV. 


3 S atzliea! Account 


NUMBER XXVIII. 


PARISH or FOULIS WESTER. 


Counrr OF Perg, PRksbTTERT oF Aden CERARDER, | 
SYNO « OF PERTH AND d STIRLING: ) 


By the Rev. Mu STyRLING, Minister of Cricf- 


Name, Situation, Extent, &c. 


| T BIS pariſh may take its name from the eftate of Foulis, 
one of the principal baronies of which it is compoſed. The 
pariſh and eſtate receive frequently the additional title of 
 Wefer, to diſtinguiſh them from the pariſh and eſtate of Fou- 
lis Eaſter, alſo in Perthſhire, but on the confines of the coun- 
ty of Angus. Both theſe eſtates are now the property of 
Sir William Murray of Ochtertyre. The latter, however, 
was not long ſince a part of the eſtate of Gray, and the for- 
mer was more antiently part of the Earldom of Strathearn ; 
but ſix or ſeven centuries ago, both of them were, in all pro- 
bability, the property of ſome perſon of the name of Foulis, 
who gave his family 1 name to his lands. The firſt of that 
name 


ER, 


lis, 
The 
2 of 


Ou» 


un- 


y of 


ver, 
for- 
rn; 
ro- 
lis, 
that 
me 


Of F buli Weſter. | 595 


name in Scotland is faid to have come from France, in the 


reign of Malcolm Canmore ; and branches of that family be- 
came proprietors of extenſive baronies in different counties 
of Scotland, which from them {til retain the name of Foulis. 


The word ſeems to be derived from the French feuilles, that 


is, lea ver; to which the three bay leaves, worn by perſons of 
the name of Foulis, on their arms, apparently allude. The 


names of moſt places in this part of the country being evi- 
dently of Gaelic derivation, ſome have imagined Foulis to 


be derived from the tuo Gaelic words fou los, that is, below 
the orchard. There is not, however, the ſmalleſt veſtige of 


an orchard near the village, much leſs in the grounds above 
it; and had the name been formed from the words now 


mentioned, it would probably have been accented on the laſt 
ſyllable, whereas the letter i is no more heard in the com- 


mon pronunciation, than the final e in the word feuilles. 
This pariſh lies in the north ſide of Strathearn, having that 
of Crieff on the W.; Monzie N. W.; Little Dunkeld N.; 
Moneidie N. E.; Methven E.; and on the 8. Maderty, 
from which it is ſeparated by the Pow, excepting about 40 


acres of Maderty, which are on the north ſide of that river. 


Foulis is cight miles long, and fix broad. The great road 


ſrom Perth to Crieff, an extent of 18 miles, enters it on the 


eaſt ſide, ten miles from the former of theſe towns, and 


leaves its weſtern extremity within two miles of the latter. 


Face of the Country. —The ſoil in general is isa red clay or 


till, which on ſome of the beſt cultivated farms, becomes 
blackiſh and loamy, by plenty of good manure. The ſoil is 
conſiderably deeper in the ſouth than in the north ſide of the 


pariſh. An high ridge running from Eaſt to Weſt along the 


top of what is called the braes of Foulis, divides it nearly in- 


to two equal parts. The lands on the ſouth fide of that 


4 G 2 ridge 
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ridge are by far the moſt valuable, and generally the beſt cut. 
tivated. The church ſtands in the centre of this diſtrict, 
and contiguous to it is the village, containing 44 families, 
who are all lodged in poor, low, thatched cottages, excepting 
the parochial ſchoolmaſter and principal inn-keeper, who 
have each a houſe, two ſtories; high, covered with blue 
ſlate. The village can hardly be expected to emerge from 
its obſcurity, ſince the great road which lately paſſed 
through it, is now removed to the lower grounds, half a mile 
ſouthward. On the declivity of the high riſing lands, 300 yards 
welt from the church, ſtands the manſe, which preſents a 
very extenſive proſpect to the South, Eaſt, and Weſt, and, 
ſurrounded with wide, unincloſed ſloping fields of moderate 
_ fertility, looks down on the richer plains below, as well 
as on an agreeable variety of grown trees, young plan- 
_ tations, and gentlemens ſeats, which, ſo far as they re- 
ſpect this pariſh, ſhall be noticed afterwards. There 
is not a ſixth part of the pariſh incloſed. The chief 
incloſures are in the South and South Eaſt quarters; moſt 
of them are not ſufficiently fenced for confining cattle ; but 
the few that are fully incloſed, can be let ſor paſture at 21. 
an acre yearly. The northern divißon beyond the high ridge 
above mentioned, is interſected by the river Almond, which 
reaches the pariſh. at the bridge of Buchanty, ' waſhes its 
North border for half a mile, and then runs through it a 
courſe of two miles towards the Tay. This river abounds 
with a ſmall kind of trout, and 200 yards above the bridge now 
mentioned, forms a curious caſcade, which naturally attracts 
the travellers attention. From the top of the rock on the 
North ſide of the river to the ſurface of the water, where it 
begins to fall, is fix feet, the fall itſelf is ſeven, and the pool 
into which it falls is ten feet d-ep, The bed of the river be- 
gomes deeper and more contracted as it advances to the 
bridge 
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bridge, which conſiſts of a ſingle arch 15 feet wide, and, 
though on a level with the road, is 32 feet high above the 
ſurface of the water, which there becomes 14 feet deep; 
that is, while the river is in its ordinary ſtate and not ſwel- 
led by the rains While in this low ſtate, alſo, the water at 
the caſcade is, by the projection of a rock in the middle of 
the ſtream, divided into two parts, betwixt which it was u- 
ſual, ſome time ago, to hang a cree/ or baſket, by means of 
an iron chain, in ſuch a manner as to catch multitudes of a 
kind of white trout, as they were called, or young ſalmon 
weighing about three pounds each. 
to overleap the caſcade, and hundreds that ſucceeded, have 
by rods and nets been taken above it in a ſummer; bur, 


The fiſhes attempted 


it is believed, the far greareſt part, to the amount of ſome- 
times 60 in a day, failing in the attempt, dropt into the baſ- 
ket for the benefit of the principal heritor. This advantage, 
however, has bcen entirely loſt for ten years paſt by the 
building of a mill-dam at Cromwell Park, in the pariſh of 
Methven, fince which, none of that ſpecies has been found 
in this part of the river. Excepting a few trees about ſome 
farm houſes, and a Scotch fir plantation of three acres, noth- 
ing appears to have been planted on the North fide of the 
river; but the South bank on the eſtates of Abercarney and 
Gorthie, was, at leaſt 30 years ago; planted with ſtripes of 
coppice wood, in which aſh, and eſpecially oak and birch 
are prevalent. Theſe, with the additions more lately made, 
may extend to 16 acres. The largeſt plantations formed 
within theſe 12 years, are on the heights of the ridge for- 
merly deſcribed, where ſome hundred acres have becn plan- 
ted with Scotch fir, interiper ſed with ſome oak, birch and 
larix. ; 
The hills or moors on both ſides of the Almond contain 
ſeveral tracts of black moſs, which luppiy moſt of the peo- 


ple 
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| ple with their principal fuel; but the more induſtrious 
tenants in the South part of the pariſh, uſe few peats ex. 
cept in drying their corns for the mill, chooſing rather to 
carry coals from Blairngone, which is twenty miles diſtant. 
"ths uſual cart load i is 30 ſtones, Tron weight; this they 
purchaſe at 1 5. 1d. The fame quantity of Engliſh or other 
5 imported coal at Perth, would coſt 3 5., otherwiſe the ealy 
rige e would n a preference. 


Hritors.—The number th heritors, with the names and 
comparative worth of their eſtates within the pariſh, will 
appear from a view of their valued rents here ſubjoined. 


HerITors. erase VAL. RENT. 


Mey of Abercarney, Abercarney, ITE 3026 

| Moncrieff of Moncrieff, bart. Gorthie, 1598 

Murray of Ochtertyre, bart. Foulis Weſter, : 1500 

Smith, Lord Methven, Keillar, | 12760 

Drummond of Logie Almond, Logie, 549 

Maxton of Cultoquhey, - Cultoquhey, 362 
Robertſon of Lawers, - - - - 118 
9 Grame of Inchbreakie, | Pitnaclerach, | $3 

The whole valued rent is, L. 8506 Scots. 


The real rent will amount to 4000 J. and is paid with the 
price of near 6000 bolls of oat meal and barley, annual- 
ly exported to Perth, Crieff, and the Highlands. 

The firſt of theſe heritors is patron of the pariſh, and has 
| his principal ſeat in it, 'The houſe of Abercarney having 
received various additions in different ages, as fancy ſuggeſt- 
ed, or conveniency required, is leſs remarkable for the ele- 
gance of its architecture, than for the very extenſive and 

complete accommiodation, which it affords : But the numer- 
ous fenced fields, gardens, and plantations around it, excite 
equally 
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equally the ideas of richneſs and beauty. The imagination 


”y | is exceedingly delighted with the approach deviſed by the ; 
0% preſent proprietor, while, after paſſing for 500 yards through 
Ty 2 large plantation, along the ſide of a deep den, in which a 8 
Ta conſiderable ſtream occaſionally appears, through the over- 
ger ſhadowing trees and ſhrubs, with which its ſteep banks are 
aſy plentifully ſtored, and then retiring obliquely 300 yards far- | 
: ther under a ſhady grove, it preſents in ſucceſſion to the 
view, the wide ſloping lawns, the venerable oaks; the pleaſing = 
nd caſcades, and fanciful lakes, winch adorn and diverſify the i 


"x ſcene. 
Near two miles to the North-Weſt & this ancient manſion, 
is the houſe of Cultoquhey, the ſeat of the only other reſid- Dee 
ing heritor, which, with the delightful adjoining wood, ſtruck 
the eye of every traveller with peculiar pleaſure, while the 
public road lay about 800 yards diſtant to the South. But 
ſince the high way has been conducted by the North fide of 
the houſe, theſe beautiful objects appear with leſs advantage. 
| Beſides theſe two, the houſe of Gorthy is the only. one in 
the pariſh, in which an heritor has at leaſt occaſionally reſid- 
ed ; that, however, | is now deſolate, the eſtate having n. 
gone by purchaſe i into nber family. 


1 | 13 a mile Eaſt of hs church, on the farm 
of Caſtleton, part of the eſtate of Foulis, and on the Eaſt fide 

of a den or ravine, which divides that from the eſtate of A- 

bercarney, appear the remains of a fort or caſtle, the ſeat of 


ig the ancient Earl of Strathearn. The ruins now form a graf- 
g. ſy mount, conſtantly employed as a paſture field. Here re- 
4. fided Mallus, Maliſius, or Maliſe, the firſt Earl of Strathearn, 
4 who lived in the reign of Alexander I. His grandſon Gil- 
SY bert, in the year 1 200, founded the monaſtery of Inchaffray, 
te whoſe ruins ly contiguous to the South border of this pariſh. 
ly Beſides 
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| Befides the fiſt Earl above dhe there were weer Os 
ther Earls of Strathearn, who ſucceeded each other, of the 
name of Maliſe; but} none of that family ſeem to have af- 
ſumed any ſurname. The feventh Earl, alſo named Maliſe, 
died without iſſue, after marrying Joanna, daughter of Sin- 
chair, Earl of Orkney, who, in 1320, was concerned in a plot 
2gainſt Robert 1. for which, according to ſome accounts, 
ſhe was condemned to perpetual impriſonment, and the Earl- 
dom forfeited. But Mary, aunt of the laſt mentioned Earl, 
had married Sir John Moray of Drumſargard, who got with 
her the lands of Abercarney and others. Her fon, Sir Mau- 
rice Moray, i is ſaid to have been the laſt Earl of Strathearn, 
and was, with David II. and many Scotch noblemen, taken 
priſoner at the battle of Durham, in 1346. Hence the pre- 
ſent heritor of Abercarney, deſcendent of the ſaid Sir Mau- 
rice Moray, is regarded as the lineal heir and repreſentative 
of the ancient Carls of Serathenry. 


Population, By Dr Webſter's liſt, in 1 ws 5„ the population 


was rated at - - - „ 178 
In 1770, the number of ſouls was about : — 1100 
Ia 1794, the ſouls now are 8 - 1224 
Males, = - 608 
Females, 5 $16 
Births annually about - 40% 
Burials do. — — - TY 
Among the heads of families there are, 
(egg 8 10 
Fiddlers Taylors „ 1 


2 
Inn-keepers - 5 Weavers = 
Shop- keepers — 7 Farmers 
Shoemak ers 9 Beſides 
9 


Ss Small do. 
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The tradeſmen do not fully ſupply the pariſh with the 
commodities in which they deal. The weavers, however, 


beſides the linen and coarſe woollen ſtuffs they made ſor 
the inhabitants, began; a few years ago, to be much employ- 


ed in working ſcrims, a thin narrow linen for the Glaſgow 
market. This manufacture ceaſed all at once, on the com- 
mencement of the war January 1793; and as ſuddenly re- 


vived, about June 1794, on the capture of ſome of the French 
Weſt India iflands, and the ſpeculation Oy” excited a- 


mong the * traders; 


Farmers, lar Of the farmers, three have ſheep 
farms : The largeſt of theſe contains 1300 acres, feeds 600 
ſheep, and yields 75 1. of yearly rent. The ſheep are of the 
black faced Linton breed, and of a ſmall ſize; their fleeces 
do not exceed two pounds weight each, and. ſell from 8s. 


to 13 8. a ſtone. A ewe and lamb may bring 17. 6d, and 


a ſheep at Michaelmas, 6s; 6d. 
Thoſe in the preceding article ſtiled ſmall farmets, a are - ſuch 
as cannot yoke a plough without the aid of their neighbours, 


and generally pay under 81. each for their poſſeſſions, which 
rarely exceed 8 or 10 acres. They are commonly either 


tradeſmen; or work with a horſe, in buying and carrying 
meal, yarn and other commodities. Moſt of the other ten- 
ants or farmers pay from 15 l. to zol. ; eleven from gol. to 


1751;, and one 300 J. of yearly rent. Thoſe who pay the 


large ſt rents, give almoſt univerſally more for an acre than 
thoſe who pay ſmaller ſums, The rents per acre vary from 


11. 5s. and upwards, to 15 8. 13 8. 108. and 78. Tot. 
the mere circumſtance of enlarging the farms is far from 


being the ſole cauſe of their paying more rent by the acre; 


for the higheſt rented are ſuch as have for a long time been 


brought into the belt ſtate of cultivation, and have alſo ge- 
Yor, XV. 4 H nerally 
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ji nerally the beſt natural foil; whereas, all the farms that pap 
a low rent per acre, have till a conſiderable quantity of 
| ground either waſte or very little cultivated. The richeſt 
lands are in the South Eaſt quarter of the pariſh, eſpecially 
| ſuch as are liable to be overflowed by the water of the Poay, 
or had been formerly covered with it before the drain was 
formed. Of theſe, there may be ſome hundred acres, ſo en- 
fiched with mud and ffime, as conſtantly to yield plentiful 
crops without any manure, provided the ſeaſon be modera- 
tely dry. Tradition ſays, 30 bolls of oats have been pro- 
duced on an acre of that richeſt land; this, however, i is much | 
doubted, as the greateſt quantity produced of late years is 
16 bolls, and that too very rarely, and only when the ſea- 
fon is peculiarly favourable z for the average produce of the 


| beſt land cannot be reckoned more than 81 org bol „ E. 


ven this very rich land requires a boll of ſeed to an acre; 
N for though a few pecks will fill the ground with ſtraw, yet 
chin ſowing never ripens equally, and if very _ the great- 
eſt part will not ripen at all. 

On an acre of ordinary good dry land, 5 firlots, or rather 
18 pecks of oats are ſown ; of bear or barley, ſometimes 10, 


but more frequently r2 pecks. The produce of the oats is 


5, and of the barley 6 bolls, at an average. A crop of clo- 
ver and rye- graſs yields from ioo to 250 ſtones of hay, which 
in Auguſt may ſell at 4d. in the following April, May, or 
June, ſome times at 10d. a ſtone ; but the average price for 
2 courſe of years, is d. The moſt common mode of reta- 
tion of crops obſeryed by the beſt farmers on the richeſt lands 
| 18, 1. oats z 2. green crop of turnip or potatoes; 3. barley and 
graſs ſeeds; 4. hay; 5. paſture. On lands of inferior qua- 
lity the modes are exceedingly various, but the moſt com- 
mon, is, 1. oats ; 2. barley ; 3. green crop with dung; 4. bar- 
ley with graſs ſeeds 5. hay: 6. and 7. paſture. The chief 
3 manures 
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manures are . * — it can be obtained, and lime; 
but three times more lime is uſed than marie. Formerly 
theſe manures were moſt commonly laid on while a field was 


in graſs; but of late years much more generally on ſummer 


fallow; and the liming or marling i is repeated after ten, or 
at moſt twelve years. The ſoil being generally heavy, an 
acre requires from 60 to go bolls of marle; 70 may be che a- 


| rerage, but the greateſt quantity has been ſound moſt profit- 


able. The marle a few years ago was got within a mile or 
two, at 6d. a boll, and then 2000 bolls have 1 in one year been 
carried to a farm of leſs than 150 acres, and 1500 with 159 

of lime to another. That fund, howeyer, is now exhauſted, 
and marle at 10d, a-boll, muſt be got at 6 miles diſtance. 


At Perth may be bought Engliſh lime at 2s; Buratifland at 28. 


2d; or Lord Elgin's at 1s. 9d. all wheat meaſure, of which a 


fingle horſe cart carries 3 bolls. From 24 to 40 bolls of ſhells, 


that is, unſlacked lime, are laid on an acre, and 1500 bolls are 


| ſaid to have been carried in a year to one of the largeſt farms 
of near 300 acres. Perhaps the beſt managed farms are ſuch 
as extend from 120 to 200 acres, On one of 150 may be 


kept eight work horſes, three or four young ones, and be- 


tween 40 and 50 black cattle, old and young. The value of 
2 a draught horſe is from 151. to 251, Four were generally 


yoked in a plough, 20 years ago; but two horſe ploughs 
now almoſt univerſally prevail, and ſingle horfe carts are pre- 
ferred to double ones. Few of the cattle were fed for ſlaugh- 
ter, molt of them are ſold under 3 or 4 years old ; and 8 or 
10, value 41. or pl. each, are kept as milk cows : And as the 
calves are all reared, and others purchaſed inſtead of ſuch as 
happen to die, the butter and cheeſe ſold fcom one cow, can- 


not exceed 11. yearly. A farm of this ſize requires four men, 


two boys, and two female ſervants. The year's fee of a prin- 
eipal man ſervant is tol. ; that of an inferior man, 71. or 81. 
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to boy's, from 11. to 31. ; a female ſervant's, 21. 108 or zl. 
with the produce of a lippie of lintſeed ſown, A conſidera. 
ble number of additional ſervants is neceſſary in harveſt; a 
man ſhearer in that ſeaſon gains il. 10s, or 21. ; and a wo- 
man. 188. or 11. Many farmers have what are called cottar:, 
to whom they give a cottage and ſmall garden, with ſome- 
times an acre of land, and a cow's graſs, for which the cottar 
pays 31. or gl. if he has two acres; and 108. more, if his land is 
ploughed by the tenant, But no cottar gets any land except 
on condition of working with the farmer for reaſonable wages, 
whenever required, eſpecially. in harveſt. Such a farmer's fa- 
mily as that now deſcribed, feed chiefly on oat meal, barley 
meal, potatoes, milk and cheeſe. What animal food they 
uſe is from Michaelmaſs to Whitſunday, and conſiſts of one 
| bullock ſalted for winter beef, one hog in ſpring, and between 
20 and 24 quarters of mutton purchaſed occaſionally through 
the year. Though the tenants are all decently clothed, and 
their circumſtances, upon the whole, tolerably eaſy and more 
plentiful than formerly; yet they are far from being affluent, 
or in a ſituation that raiſes them above the neceſſity of ma- 
nual labour. It is ſomewhat ſurprizing that there is not in 
the pariſh a tenant, though paying 100l. or even 3ool. of 
yearly rent, that acts merely as a director and over: ſeer of 
his ſervants; but all of them, ſo far as health and ſtrength 
allow, work proportionably with their own hands. The la- 
bour, the rents, and all the expences of the tenants, are dou- 
ble what they were 25 years ago. Then a principal man ſer- 
| vant had only 41, 108. or at molt 51. an inferior man 21. 10s. 
or 31. and a female ſervant il. or 1}. 5s. Since, however, 
ſuperior ſkill and induſtry now raiſe a crop of double value, 
they, as well as the public, are real gainers by the improve- 
ments lately attained. They have alſo the unſpeakable ad- 
vantage of being more ſecure and independent by the leaſes 
| which 
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which all of them now hold, and are commonly granted foy 
19 years; and likewiſe by their releaſe from various burdens _ 
formerly impoſed. On ſeveral of the greateſt eſtates, the te- 
nants were then, or a few years earlier, bound to carry out the 
dung, to plow and harrow all the lands poſſeſſed by the he- 


ritor (whom they all called, and ſtill through habit call their 
maſter, but more frequently the laird) to cut,.dry, and carry 


home his peats, and all the coals uſed by his family; to cut, 
win, and {ack his hay; to cut down, carry home, and ſtack 


corns ; to carry bark and farm meal to any unlimited diſtance 
W the factor ſold theſe articles, but rarely above 12 or 20 
miles; to go each in their turn with a horſe or cart to Perth 


or Crief, or longer journies when required, and all at their 


own charge, without any allowance of food for man or beaſt. 


| Theſe ſervices were emphatically ſtiled bondage, particular- 
ly the manual labour at peats, hay, and harveſt ; working 


with a horſe was called carriage; and theſe two ſpecies of 


labour, were, in the old tack, diſtinguiſhed by the names of 
harrage and carrage. One heritor has ſome of his tenants 
{till bound to part of theſe ſervices, ſuch as winning and 


ſtacking hay, ſhearing in harveſt, and carrying coals and 


lime to a certain extent; but the other heritors require no 
ſervices, except the carriage of coals and bark. Moſt of the 


tenants are now likewiſe releaſed from the ſervitude of ir- 
lage, by which they were obliged to grind at a particular 
miln, and to pay very high duties. There are five corn 
milns in the pariſh, belonging to different heritors, and each 


heritor has relieved his own tenants from the high duties, 


on dividing among them the old miln rent, To theſe the 
miln duties amount to about the 3oth peck ; a few tenants 
that are ſtill bound to a miln on another eſtate, pay at leaſt 
7 twelfth part of what they grind at it. 
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As the ſoil is generally too cold and moiſt, and the grain 
therefore ripens ſlowly, the tenants are liable to ſuffer im- 
menſe loſs by a rainy ſeaſon. Thus, in 1792, the whole crop 


could only pay that ſmaller portion of the rent that is uſual- 


ly paid in meal: and though ſome ſold a few bolls out of 
the pariſh that year, twice as much was N by other 
tenants for domeſtic conſumpt. 


Senne —Thia houſes of the tenants are generally one 
Rory high, thatched with ſtraw. Two farm houſes of ono 
ſtory, and four of two ſtories high, are covered with blue 
late; and two of one ſtory, with grey ſlate. It might be 
expected that many more would have ſlated roofs, ſince both 
kinds of flate now mentioned are found in the pariſh. On 
the eſtate of Logiealmond, is a valuable blue ſlate quarry, let 
at 50 guineas yearly ; from which 500, ooo ſlates are ſuppoſ- 
ed to be ſold annually, at 138. 4d. the thouſand. On the 
lands of Abercarney and Foulis, are quarries of grey ſlate, 
that is, a kind of light brown freeſtone, which riſes in broad 
ſhelves, of an inch thick, is eaſily cut with the ſlater's knife, 
and makes a pretty good, though heavy roof. As theſe 
quarries were never wrought to any great extent, no rent is 
paid for them, but a thouſand ſlates may be quarried for 11. 
10s. which will cover as much of a roof as 61. value of the 
blue ſlate above mentioned. That roof, however, will be 
greatly inferior in elegance and duration. Near the entry 
to the houſe of Abercarney, is an inexhauſtible quarry, of a 
beautiful and excellent ſtone for building; and, on the Cul- 
toquhey eſtate, is a quarry of the beſt ſtone for pavement in 
all the country, which being ſoft while in its natural moiſt. 
ſtate, ſhapes eaſily, and 20 years ago, might be quarried, cut, 
and laid at 2d. a foot; but the price is now nearly doubled. 


Highway. 
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Highway. —The greateſt improvement lately made in the 


pariſh, is the conſtruction of the new line of road leading 


through it from Perth to Crief, which is every where at leaſt 
35 feet broad, and has in no part a greater riſe than of one 
foot in o. Whereas, the old line, which led cloſe by the 
church, and over the brae of Foulis, frequently roſe at the 


fate of more than one in ten feet. The making of this new 
road, from Methven to Gowan hill, in this pariſh, coſt 260l. 


each mile, and from that point weſtward, 239. ; beſides 
bridges, the largeſt of which is not yet founded ; and the 


| ſmaller ones have been executed at 11. each foot in width: 


beſides alſo the filling up of dens or ravines, the largeſt of 
which alone coſt 130l. Where the bottom is beſt, or mate- 
rials neareſt, it may be kept in repair at 21. a mile; but the 


greateſt part of it is to be upheld three years, at 41. a mile 
annually. The expence of making has been ſo great, and 


the reſort of travellers hitherto ſo ſmall, that the duties col- 


lected at the toll-bar, firſt erected in 1793, though ſome- 


what higher than in other counties of Scotland, are not ſuf- 
ficient to pay the intereſts of the ſums expended. 


Poor, Religion, Character. The poor, who are under the 
neceſſity of begging, are not very numerous; but no ſtated 


contribution, nor any aſſeſſment being made by the heritors 
for their ſupport, they cannot be ſufficiently ſupplied, or 
begging prevented, by the ſmall funds allotted to their uſe. 
Thoſe conſiſt of the collections at the church door, amount- 
ing to 38. weekly; 28. from every bride in the pariſh; and 
the annual rent of Jol. By far the greateſt number of beg- 
gars come from other pariſhes. There are commonly two 
ſchools, beſides that of the parochial ſchoolmaſter. He has 
from the heritors 200 merks Scots of ſalary, with a free 


houſe and garden, His wages from the ſcholars may 
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be at an average 18. 6d. a quarter; and his emoluments 
as ſeſſion clerk do not exceed 41. annually. The mi- 
niſter, beſides a manſe and a glebe of ſeven acres, has be- 
tween Jol. and 80l. of ſtiped z the preſent incumbent, how: 
ever, being poſſeſſed of heritable property in a neighbouring 
pariſh, and having the comfort of his pariſhioners much at 
heart, charges himſelf with the maintenance of an aſſiſtant 
for their ſatisfaction; while at the ſame time he has never 
ſhe wn the leaſt reluctance to the perſonal diſcharge of every 
part of the miniſterial office. The people, therefore, are u- 
niverſally attached to the Eſtabliſhed Church, except nine fa- 
milies, whoſe heads and children are Antiburghers, except 
alſo the two reſiding heritors, who ate of the Epiſcopal com- 
munion. Were theſe heritors of the ſame religious profeſ- 
ſion as the vulgar, it would probably be the occaſion of remo- 
ving a grievance of which the people have long with too much 
reaſon complained—that no care is taken to render the paro- 
chial church decent or commodious. The walls and roof, in- 
deed, are kept in tolerably good 1epair ; but it is badly light- 
ed, and the ſeats and galleries have, for many years, been in 
a very ruinous conditions The people are in general devout 
as well as ſober and induſtrious, lovers of peace, and well af- 
ſected to government. If, in any initance; they have mani- 
feſted rather leſs zeal than ſome others for the ſupport of law 
and good order, ſuch apparent coolneſs is by no means to be 
attributed to any diſcontentment with our happy Conſtitu- 
tion; but merely to an averſion at any avocation which they 
5 apprehend might interfere with that cloſe application to their 
own proper employments, which through their habits and cir- 
cumſtances they find both agreeable and neceſſary. _ 

The inhabitants of the northern half of the pariſh com- 
monly uſe among themſelves the Gaelic tongue; all of them 
however, can ſpeak Enyliſh, which is the only language ſpo- 

ken 
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ken or underſtood on the ſouth ſide of the hill. Though 
there are no remarkable inſtances of longevity, yet the peo- 


ple in general are abundantly healthy. Conſumptions ſome- 


times occur, and the jaundice has been more frequent of late 
than ever known; but agues, which were very prevalent 20 


years ago, have, for a long while, entirely diſappeared. 


There is at Fowlis, on the 6th of November annually, a 
market for black cattle. About 1000 may be preſented for 
fale, and a third part of them ſuppoſed ready for ſlaughter. 
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NUMBER XXIX. 

PARISH or AVOCH. 

(PrESBBYTERY or Caanoxey, SYNOD AND CouNTY or Ross) 


By the Rev. MR JaMEs SMITH, 


Name, Situation, Extent, &c. 


Ix old records, the name is written Avach or Auach. It is 
commonly pronounced Auch. The moſt probable derivation 
is from a Gaelic word, ſignifying a ford or ſhallow water, For 
the bay, oppoſite to the pariſh church, being more ſhallow, 
the tide flows and recedes farther than in any other part of 
this ſide of the Moray Frith, between the bays of Cromarty 
and Munlochy. This pariſh is ſituated in the preſbytery of 
Chanonry, in the ſynod and county of Roſs. It is one of the 
eight pariſhes comprehended within the ancient diſtrict of 
Ardmeanach, or the Black e; ſo called, becauſe the whole 
make a peninſula, of which the greater part continues {till 
black uncultivated moor, though a good deal has been plant- 
ed and improved of late. 


Avoch 


88.) 


Avoch. . bir, 


Avoch extends about 23 Engliſh miles from Eaſt to Weſt, 
and 4 from South to North, and is nearly of a rhoimboidal | 


form. It is bounded by the pariſh of Roſemarky towards 
the Eaſt ; by the Moray Frith and that branch of ſame Frith 


called Munlochy bay, on the South-Eaſt, South, and South- 


Welt ; by the united pariſhes of Kilmuir Weſter and Suddie, 


on the Weſt ; by Urquhart or Ferrintoſh on the North Weſt, 
and by the united pariſhes of Cullicudden and Kirkmichael 


on the North. It marches with theſe laſt on the large hill 
called Mulbuy, which extends nearly the whole length of the 
Black Ifle, from Woman. to Beauley. | 


Surface and Soil. —This pariſh conſiſts chiefly of two ridges _ 
of hills, of a moderate altitude, and pretty broad on the top, 
running nearly parallel to each other, in a direction from Eaſt 


to Welt, with a gently ſloping vale on the North fide of each, 


and part of the Mullbuy, formerly mentioned, riſing behind 
all theſe towards the North. So that it preſents, in a manner, 
three banks or faces to the beneficial influence of the ſouth- 


ern ſun, and enjoys all the varities and advantages of hill and 


dale : The ſouthern expoſures being in general beſt adapted 


for corn-farms; the northern, for wood, and the valleys, for 


paſture. 
| Almoſt every variety of ſoil is to be met with here. To- 
wards the ſhore it 1s light and ſandy, as uſual, particularly 
in ſome of the lower grounds near the bay and ſea town of 
'Avoch ; where, on digging two or three feet deep, a ſtra- 
tum of ſea ſhells has been found in different places. This 
would ſeem to indicate that the Frith had once over-flowed 
thoſe grounds to a farther extent that it ever does now. To 
the Weſtward of this, on both ſides of the Southern vale, the 
ſoil is generally a light loam, or loam mixed with clay, fer- 
4 T2 tile 
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tile enough. Farther Weſt, there is a deep rich clay, parti- 
cularly on that fine extenſive bank of the Mulbuy, called 

Auchterflow. In the Northern vale, there is a good deal of 
moſs, on a tilly or clay bottom, of a bad quality and general- 


ly wet, which can ſcarcely be cultivated to advantage. The 


hill tops conſiſt chiefly of a black ſandy ſoil, covered with 
poor ſhort heath, and a few moor ſtones intermixed, much 


- better adapted for plantations of the Scots fir, than for pat- 
turage. 


Climate. —The air is generally dry and healthy, though., 
comparatively ſpeaking, few of the inhabitants attain to old 
age. But this ſeems more owing to their habits of life, than 
to the climate. No diſeaſe can be ſaid to be particulary pre- 


valent. Fevers and the ſmall-pox have, indeed, at times, 


made conſiderable ravages. This, however, can be eaſily ac- 


counted ſor, from the people's want of cleanlineſs, and their 
| exceſſive uſe of pingen liquors. 


Sea Coaſt, —its Advantages and Productions. The Northern | 

part of Scotland derives many advantages from thoſe beauti- 
ful arms of the ſea, with which it is interfected. Of theſe 
the pariſh of Avoch is not without its ſhare. The frith 
waſhing it nearly on two ſides, makes the air much more 
ſalubrious ; without thoſe fogs and that piercing coldneſa, 
which the inhabitants of the Eaſt coaſt of Scotland complain 
of, from the neighbourhood of the German Ocean. It alſo 
makes the ſnows ſooner melt in winter; and prevents immo- 
derate heat in ſummer, by that agreeable and refreſhing cool- 
_ neſs, which every flowing of the tide ſends forth. It affords 
likewiſe employment for many of the inhabitants, and adds 
to the proviſion of the whole. + - 


| Springs, & Ce 
+ On one half of the bay of Avoch, from the Craig Burn, (which di- 


vid 25 


5 


bringt RR: There is great abundance of excellent 
ſprings throughout all this pariſh. Some of them have a 
mineral tint ; but have not become remarkable for the cure 


of any diſcaſes. A well, called C ei iſſuing from a 
e ew 


vides this pariſh from Fortroſe and Koſemarky) to the eaſt end of the Seatown | 
of Avoch, the coaſt is high and roky. But few of thoſe rocks extend into 


the ſea, ſo as to be dangerous for boats: And there is for the moſt part a fine 


ſeoft beach at the ſoot of them. From thence to Caſtletown Point, the ſhore 


is flat and ſandy. There is good anchorage for ſhipping ; and veſſels of from 


40 to 1CO tons may lic to ſafely on the Seatown beach, to deliver and receive 
_ cargoes, unleſs there be a ſtrong gale from South or South-Eaſt. From Caſ- 


tletown Point Weſtward to the mouth of Munlochy bay, the coaſt is bold 
and rocky, and there is more depth of water. Along the ſaid bay to the 


| weſtern boundary of this pariſh, it is generally high, and . of 1 and 
_ gravel, with ſome large rocks interſperſcd. | | | 
| Even thoſe rocks have turned out advantageous. For f Munlochy bay 


there is an excellent quarry of hard reddiſh ſreeſtone, acceſſible to boats on 
the water-edge. Out of this quarry almoſt the whole of the extenſive works 
of Fort George were built, The late Mr Matheſon of Bennetsfield, proprie- 
tor of the grounds, let the quarty to Government, or to the undertaker em. 
ployed by Government, at the ſmall ſum of 10l. a- year, while that fortitica- 
tion was going on. A cheap contract, indeed, if we conſider the immenſe 


quantity of material furniſhed ? For 20 or 30 boats, beſides ſeveral oops, 


were conſtantly employed in conveying it. 
The quarry is now wrought chiefly for builders at | lavernefa who, 


| though there be 5 or 6 miles of water-carriage, find this thcir eaſieſt ſupply, 
And two boats of 10 or II tons burden each, are almoſt daily engaged in the | 
| buſineſs; which, with the quarrying work, yields a pretty good ſubſiſtence 
to eight or ten families in this pariſh, beſides a rent, or profit of about 300. 


Sterling yearly, to the proprietor, A baat's cargo of the ſtone fetches at lu- 
verneſs, 16s. or 178. 5 
The Moray Frith at Avoch, is about four miles broad. And a finer ba- 


ſon is ſcarcely to be ſeen in the North. To an obſerver on this ſhore it has 
all the appearance of a beautiful lake. For Chanonry point from the North, 


and that of Arderſier from the South-Eaſt, appear like projected arms to 
claſp each other, and to break off its connection with the ſea, while the point 
of Javerneſs, and the hills in that neighbourhood, ſeem to bound it in like 
manner in an eppoſite directiov. The town of luverneſs, at the one end, and 
Fortroſe 
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rock near the ſhore of Bennetsfield is reſorted to in the month 


* 


of May, by whimſical or ſuperſtitious perſons, who, after 
drinking, commonly leave ſome threads or rags tied to a buſh 


in the neighbourhood. But if they derive benefit from thit, 
it would feem to be more owing to their own credulity, than 
to any effect of the water, which differs nothing i in taſte or 
appearance from common. 

In the ſouthern vale, there is a fine rivulet, called the 1 ; 


of Avoch; perhaps the largeſt ſtream in Ardmeanach ; which 


riſes moſtly in this pariſh, drives three corn-mills, and emp- 
ties itſelf into the ſea near the church. It produces the com- 


mon trout and ee]. Its mouth makes a ſafe harbour or re- 


treat for the fiſhing boats in time of ſtorm: And here a 


Fortroſe and Fort George at the other, add much to the landſcape. From a 


boat in the middle of the Frith, oppoſite to Culloden-houfe and the bay of 

Avoch, the view is ſtill grander and more embelliſhed, 
Since the important zra of 1746, the trade of Inverneſs, and of the other 

towns on this Frith, has been gradually increaſing and flouriſhing. It em. 


ploys now more than ſix times the former number of veſſels : ſome of which 


may be ſeen here paſling and repaſſing almoſt every day. 

But the chief benefit of the Frith to this pariſh, is that of the Fiſheries. 
Here are caught herrings during their ſeaſon ; whitings, flounders, ſprats, a 
few oyſters and crabbs, with abundance of muſsles, quilks, and ſmall fry for 
bait. There might be a ſtell-fiſhing for ſalmon, near Caſtletown point: But 
as the ſhore is not altogether convenient for drawing the net, it has not been 
much tried. Some {mall whales, purpoiſes, and ſnipe fiſh, come up now and 


then. About $50 years ago, baddocks were frequently caught within a mile 


of Avoch. But they have ſince quite diſappeared. They ſeem to have re- 


treated Eaſtward to the wider parts of the Frith, towards Tarbat point and 


the coaſts of Moray and Caithnefs. Nor have they been got there for ſeve- 
ral years paſt in ſuch plenty as before, until this ſummer, (1793) when the 
fiſhermen bave had good ſucceſs, and found them again about the mouth of 
marty Bay. 

There 1s ſome quantity of ſea weed on different parts of the ſhore, A 
little of it kas at times been burnt into kelp. The neighbouring farmers chict- 
iy uſe it as a manure for barley. It is very heneficial for this purpoſe, whe- 
ther laid on green, or rotted in the dunghill, 


of Avoch. © 333 615 


good ſpecies of red trout is s taken, from 15 to 18 inches 


long. 
Minerals. —A ſmall lake, called Scaddin's Loch, near the 
eaſtern boundary of this pariſh, was drained fome yeras ago- 


In its bed, a good many peats have been dug; and under them 
appears a large ſtratum of ſhell marle. It is believed, that 


limeſtone alſo might be found, on a proper ſearch, as ſeve- 
ral pieces of it are to be ſeen frequenty in the channel of 


the burn. Free- ſtone quarries have been wrought on dif- 
ſerent grounds, beſides that in the bay of Munlochy : parti- 


cularly, one of a deep red colour on the farm of Arkandeith, 


out of which it is believed that the cathedral church of | 


Roſs at Chanonry was built, many centuries ago: — as a 


_ conſiderable excavation has evidently been made, and no 
other rock of the colour uſed there, 1 is known in chis part 
* 


of the . 


State of Property. There are five heritors; but only one 
reſides —Sir Roderick M'Kenzie of Scatwell, Baronet, pro- 


prietor of two thirds of the pariſh. 


His feat of Roſchaugh- houſe ſtands on a beautiful bank, 
about a mile and a half frem the ſea, on the north ſide of the 
ſouthern vale. It is a modern edifice, ſubſtantially built and 
commodious ; and coſt between 3oool. and goool. Sterling. 


It is ſurrounded by rich fields in good cultivation, all well 
fenced, and ſkirted with woods of different kinds; beſides 


theſe, he has ſeveral thriving plantations of fir, in different 


parts of this, and an extenſive valuable property in other con- 


tiguous pariſhes. 
On the ſame bank, about an Engliſh mile to the Eaſtward, 


is the houſe of Avoch, belonging to John Mackenzie, Eſq; 


where are good grounds, and ſmall patches and rows of aſh, 
: birch 
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birch and Alder. But this houſe, and that of Bennetsſield, 
near the South-Weſt corner of the pariſh, belonging to Colin 
Matheſon, Eſq; have both been allowed to fall into diſrepair, | 
as the proprietors of them reſide in other parts of the coun- 
nin 5 
One of the fineſt woods here is that called the Craig- 
wood, * near Fortroſe, belonging to Mr Roſs of Cromarty, 
It contains moſt kinds of foreſt-trees, beautifully intermixed, 
on a rocky bank, by the ſea. It was all cut down about 30 
years ago, for making paliſadoes and faſcines to Fort George, 
when they apprehended a viſit from Monſ. Thurot's ſqua- 


dron. It has fince grown up finely from the roots anew. 


4 This wood makes part of the old eſtate of Roſchaugh, which belonged 
to the late celebrated Sir George Mackenzie, King's Advocate. The pro- 
| perty is ſaid to have been ſo named from a ſmall haugh contiguous to the 
bank, where a great many ſweetbriars and wild roſes uſed to grow. The 
ground having been moſtly brought into tillage, they are not now ſo nume- 
rous. On this haugh, along the bottom of the wood lies the road from For- 
troſe to Avoch : And there can ſcarcely be imagined a more delightful ſum- 

mer evening's walk than this,-when, on one hand, the Weſtern ſun glitters 
rough the trees, the birches ſend forth their fragrance, and the ſinging 
birds ſerenade you; — and, on the other hand, you behold the beautiful baſon 
beſore mentioned, with veſſels and boats plying upon it with cheerful induſ- 
try. It is ſaid that Sir George Mackenzie was ſo fond of this walk, and of 
that on Chanonry point, which ſtretches out a mile and a half into the ſea, 
covered with ſhort cloſe graſs, as ſmooth and ſoft as a carpet, that he uſed 
to call it rudeneſs and want of taſte in any of his friends or acquaintances to 
ride on horſeback along them. The Right Hon. James Stewart Mackenzie, 
Lord Privy Seal, who ſucceeded to Sir George's eſtate in this county, ſold the 
lands of Roſehaugh to the late George Roſs, Eſq; of Cromarty, one of the 
moſt ſpirited improvers hitherto known in Ardmeanach. Mr Roſs gave good 
employment many years to a multitude of labouring people ſrom all the 
neighbouring diſtricts. But, unfortunately for this pariſh, he died before he 
could get his plays of improvement extended fo far. 

A ſew years ago, Captain Kenneth Mackenzie of Newtown, another he- 
ritor, attempted to enlarge the beautiful ſcene of the Craigwoed, by planting 
his part of the ſame bank to the weſtward, But as the rocks and ſteepneſs 
prevented him from getting proper uy mon his young trees have wo 

mor: 


nr 


Agriculture, &c. Though ſome parts of the pariſh have 
been meaſured, there is no regular ſurvey or map of the 
whole. Ir is believed, however, to contain about 6000 a- 


cres. Of theſe, from 1500 to 2000 may be under cultiva- 


tion. But the whole produce will ſeldom excced 5009 bolls; 
for among the tenants here, farming is only in a ſtate of in- 
fancy. It has emerged but little from the rude practice of 
their forefathers, a hunered years ago. Their horſes, in ge- 
neral, are miſerable poneys or garrons, bought at from 3]. 
to 51. Sterling, each. Their cattle are a little better in pro- 
portion; but few of their ſheep are worth above 5s. per 
head, So bleak and bare, indeed, are the hill tops and 
muirs, that this parilh is very little calculated for ſheep paſ- 
ture. Their implements of husbandry are equally poor, ex- 
cept with a few more careful and induſtrious men, who, ha- 
ving got better garrons, begin of late to uſe the light chain 


plough, with curved mold board; and perhaps a coup-cart 


or two, or a ſmall wain for oxen on their farm. Their o- 
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moſtly deſtroyed by the neighbour's cattle and ſheep. Difcouraged by this,” 


he turned his attention next to the improvement of his farm ; and has, with 


great expence and labour, made out above twelve acres new land, where ne- 
ver a blade of corn grew before. Induſtry of this kind is beneficial to one's 
country, and deſerves to be recorded, | | 

The rent of land in the country part of the pariſh, including various cuſ- 
toms and fervices, amounts to from 128. to 238. per acre, according to the 


_ quality and expoſure : But, in the neighbourhood of the villages of Scatown 


and Kirktown, it pays in general from 258. to 5c And here ſome ſmall ſpots 
of garden ground are let at the rate of from Fl. to 8]. Sterling per acre. 
Theſe laſt, however, are generally poſſeſſed by. ſeamen, ſhoemakers, and o- 
thers, who keep no cattle, and muſt have a little ground for raiſing potatoes 
aud greens to their families, Such high rents could not be paid by mere 
huſbandmen, 

The total groſs rentſof the pariſh is ſomewhat more enge bolls vic- 
tual, and 900l. Sterling. The valued rent is 2531), 4s. 4d. Scots, 
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cher utenſils are coarſe, being commonly made by the tenants = 
oven hand, with the help of ſcarcely any other inſtrument 
but the ax and 8 which ſome of them can uſe very dex- 
trouſly. | 

There is no wheat raiſed in this pariſh. The prevailing 
crops are oats and peaſe, ſown in April.; and bear, or bear 
and barley intermixed, which they commonly ſow in May. 
Since the year 1782, when the crop of oats in this pariſh 

failed ſo much, that ſcarcely any of them were fit for ſow- 
ing again, early oats of the Blainſley kind have been ſown for 
the moſt part on the Jate farms, particularly by the tenants 
of Auchterflow ; where they anſwer ſo well, that farmers in 
ſimilar ſituations, over all this country, purchaſe from them 
for ſeed. 'The harveſt begins in general about the 20th Au- 
guſt, and ends in October, ſooner or later, according to the 
drought or wetneſs of the ſummer, and the expoſure of the 
farms. But on ſome grounds near the ſhore, the ſeaſons 
are perhaps as early as in any corner of Scotland. For here 
a few tenants ſow barley the firſt or ſecond week of April, 
and reap it frequently in the end of July, or beginning of 
Auguſt, On theſe light grounds, a very ſimple rotation is 
practiſed, of barley and a green crop alternately. The green 
crop is peaſe or potatoes; for turnips, though a better pre- 
parative for barley, have not yet been introduced by che te- 
nantry here. 

In the higher and deeper grounds, no regular rotation of 
crops is followed, except on the heritor's own farms, where 
a good many of the modern improvements are practiſed 
with ſucceſs 
The great aim of the country tenants, is ; to raiſe as much 
bear and barl:y as poſſible, which, finding a ready market 
with the highland diſtillers in Ferrintoſh and Redcaftle, 
turns out to be the moſt profitable ws Moſt of thoſe te- 

| nants 


nants raiſe alſo a little flax. But, as they ſeldom have ground 
in proper heart for it, it anſwers poorly; nor is there a mill 
in Ardmeanach for dreſſing it. About 50 years ago, | the 
culture of hemp was practiſed, to the extent of from 30 to 
40 acres in this pariſh. But ſince the importation of that 
article has become more frequent, they do not now ſow a 


third part of the former quantity. More than 100 acres are 


nov planted yearly with potatoes; which, beſides preparing 
the land for barley, are exceedingly uſeful in their families. 
Clay is much uſed over all this country as a manure. They 
mix it with the dunghills in ſummer, and ſpread it out on 
their light grounds intended fer barley in the ſpring. They 
imagine it has a good effect in keeping out the ſummer heat 


and drought from hurting the roots of the corn. It may 


thus in ſome meaſure correct the ſoil, but the kind of clay 
uſed by many of them, can add very little to the vegetable 
food of plants. But the chief error of theſe tenants is, that 
they reſt little of their grounds, and theſe only when quite 


worn out; nor do they ſow any graſs ſeeds. This obliges 


them to ſend off moſt of their cattle to remote highland glens | 


for the ſummer, where they loſe many of them, and their 
growth is much retarded. What a loſs muſt it alſo be to 


their farms, to be deprived of the dung of thoſe cattle for As 

bout five months of the year? 

Ziauch extreme backwardneſs in the ſtate of farming here, is 
occaſioned partly by the tenants own obſtinacy, that they will 
not follow good example ſet before them by the gentlemen 


farmers ; partly by their poverty, as few of them can afford 


to purchaſe good utenſils or graſs ſeeds ; but chiefly by the 
Highneſs of their rents, the ſcarcity of ſervants, and the ſnort- 
neſs of their leaſes : which in few caſes exceed 7, 8, or 5 
years. Another bar to improvement is the neglect of winter 


herding. For from the end of harveſt to the middle of A. 
5 4 K 2 
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pril, the tenants cattle. paſture in common. And a man 
whoſe farm lies in a warm ſituation, and being in proper 
heart produces good foggage, cannot have the benefit thereof 
to himſelf, without either perpetual watching or incloſures, 
which he is not able to afford ; but gets almoſt the ſubſtance 
eaten out of his grounds, by the neighbours cattle. | Un- 
til theſe obſtacles, or at leaſt ſome of them, be removed, 
there can be little hope of ſeeing agriculture proſper in this 
The number of horſes in the pariſh, including garrons, 
may be about 250, of cattle 480, and ſheep nearly 600. 


MenufaFures.—The principal branch conſiſts of coarſe 
linen and oſnabrugs, made entirely of flax raiſed by the ten- 
ants themſelves, ſpun in their houſes, and woven within the 
paliſh. This may bring in yearly, from Zool. to 5o0l. Ster- 
ling; and no foreign material is required, except a few 
caſks.of Dutch lintſeed. There is alſo as much hemp raiſed 
and manufactured by the farmers, as ſuffices for ſails to the 
fiſhing boats. And the wool of the few ſheep, is all made into 
cloth and ſtockings at home for the peoples own wear. Among 
| the villagers of Seatown, there is a good manufacture carried 
on of herring and ſalmon nets, moſtly from foreign hemp. 
Beſides ſupplying the fiſhery here, they ſell yearly from 1 50!. 
to 200]. value of theſe to Caithneſs, Lochbroom, and other 
fiſhing ſtations in the North. There was formerly a flourith- 
ing manufacture of ſhoes, from hides moſtly dreſſed at home, 
which employed about thirty hands in the ſmaller villages of 
Kirktown, Millhill, and Miltown. But the late laws, im- 


5 poſing a heavy licenſe duty on tanners, have operated nearly 


as à prohibition to this article. Some of the ſhoemakers 
have left the place, others have become day labourers. And 
five or fix, who remain at work, have now no apprentices, nor 
can 


—Z— 7G 


can they make bread by it themſelves, owing 1 to the. hight 
price of leather, 


The import into this pariſh, conſiſt of ſalt, iron, W | 


coarſe cloths, whiſky, a few grocery goods, and coals. 'The 


repeal of the duty on coals, will be an immenſe benefit in 
future years, as there are few peats to be got, and wood ſells 


too high for feuel. 

The exports conſiſt of grain, cattle, herrings, and the manu- 
factures formerly mentioned. Beſides ſupplying its own in- 
habitants, this pariſh diſpoſes of yearly to the neighbouring 


diſtillers, and the burghs of Fortroſe and Inverneſs, from 800 


to 1000 bolls bear, and from 200 to 400 bolls of oats, peaſe, 


and meal, including what is ſent forth of the victual rents. 


Though the laſt crops (1792) was deficient in counties far- 


ther South, it was ſo plentiful in general throughout the 


Exſtern half of Roſs-ſhire and Cromarty, that, after ſerving 


the people and the numerous ſtills, thoſe diſtricts have ex- 


ported ſix or ſeven thoufand bolls. 


1 we may judge from concurring traditions, 
where no authentic record has been preſerved; and from a 
well known fact, that there are a third more dwelling houſes 
now in the pariſh of Avoch, than in the beginning of this 
century, the population muſt have increaſed conſiderably 
within that period Yet, by Dr Webſter's liſt in 1755, the 


population is ſtated at 1457; and by an accurate ſurvey made 


partly in 1792, and concluded ſpring 1793, the number of 
living ſouls was found to be 1380. 

The church, which was built in 1679, and was probably 
made ſuſhcient to accomodate the pariſhioners, or at leaſt 


ſuch a number of them as might be expected to attend pub- 


lic worſhip regularly about that time, could not, in the way 


t was then fitted up, contain properly above 400 perſons. 
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No proper Ward 6f deiths or burials his been yet wi in 
this pariſh, but the average of them is believed not to ex- 
ceed 30. The regiſter of baptiſms and marriages, previous 

to 178), appears to have been ſo careleſsly and imperfectly 

made up, that no concluſions can be drawn from it with 
any degree of certainty. But of an exact regiſter for five 
years paſt, the following abſtract may be depended on. 


Years, TDaptised, viz. 5 LE Couples married. 
e eh Males. Fetnales, Total. 
In 1788, 22 19 . 
89, 23 „„ M 
90, 25 7 „ 
e ©: 26 31 10 
92, 22 „ 
115 1 208 42 


| Average Baptiſms of Males, 23 .—Females nearly 19.— 
Total nearly of Baptiſms, 42 .—Marriages, 8. 


Other circumſtances reſpecting the population, may be 
gathered from its ſtate, in ſpring 1793, viz. 


Number of inhabited houſes or families, 312 
Average of perſons in a family, 4K 
Males in the pariſh, — - - 622 - 
Females, = . 2 758 
Total of bring . 1380 
Diviſion of theſe by their ager. wy 
Under 10 years, = - 313: 
'Dwixt 10 and 20 334 
20 30 „5 „ 8 
JC 
9 3 
50 60 — — 116 


90 


of Avoch. 623 I; 
Twixt 60 and 70 „„ i 
70 80 „„ I» | | 
80 go - - . 1 } 
Inhabitants, in the Village of Seatown,  - 378 . 
— — — of Kirktow n, 99 . 
— —— —— of Milntown, - 80 I 11 
— —' ' ——— in the country, - 823 l lh: 
Heritor, reſiding, -— V 8 N 0. 
Miniſter, = - VP . 
Parochial . 8 - 1 
Farmers, or tenants, paying from 20l. to el ſterling 
of yearly tk. - 8 3 23 
ä . to. 26 
Ck: . RE” EN 11, to 5 I. 42 


Mailers, villagers, and Fiſhermens families, poſſeſſing 
only a houfe, or houſe and garden dal rented 


under il. ſterling, - - - 209. 
Able Fiſhermen of 20, and not cating 50 years oe 
age, 9 5 4% 
| Shop-keepers, = - 7 3 
Maſon, and 2 apprentices, 3 — 5 
Quarriers, and Dykers, in the 8 — J 
Houſe-carpenter, with 2 apprentices = * 
Country Wrights and Coopers, ET wr wy: 
Boat- builders, - — — 3 4 
Miners, 1 * — — . 5 — 3 
Blackſmith, WOT MT | - I 
Butcher, - 2 „ Þ 
Taylors, - 8 8 
Weavers, with their apprentices, or looms employed, 22 
 Shoemakers, ET - — — 9 
Quarriers, and quarry boatmen, at Munlochy bay, 10 
Widowers, - — 13 


| Widows, 
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Widows, 5 — — 


1 * 68 
Married perſons, CCG 
Of the Eſtabliſned Church, 1362 
Epiſcopalians, who NV attend Coulbs Chapel 
at Fortroſe, -- - - - 4 
Seceders, who commonly attend the Pte gra 7 5 
at Inverneſs and Nairn, - = 14 


N. B. Of the handycraftſmen ſpecified above, ſeveral have 
ſmall poſſe ſſions of land, which occupy part of cheir time, - 
particularly the weavers and ſhoemakers. 

And of the mailers, villagers, and crofters in the country, 
2 good many work in ſummer as day-labourers, and ſome go 
to the ſouth country for employment during the ſummer and 


autumn. Others of them, who have ſmall horſes or gar- | 


rons, earn part of their livelihood, by cutting and bringing 
down fuel from the moors, to ſupply the Seatown. 

Only one (till, of 30 galloris, is wrought in this pariſh, by 
a copartnery of the neighbouring farmers ; and ſome of the 
tenants have ſhares alſo in another licenſed ſtill, in the ad- 
joining pariſh of Suddy, or Knockbean. 

There is not one ſurgeon, or attorney, or Roman Catho- 
lic, or Jew, or Negroe, or gypſey, or foreigner ; nor any 
native of England, Ireland, or the Britiſh ENS, reſiding 
at preſent in this Pari | 


Bae About the end of laſt century, there was only 
one fiſhing boat here, the crew of which reſided in the coun- 
try. The village of Seatown, which contains at preſent 93+ 
families, has been moſtly, if not entirely, built ſince that pe- | 
riod, and the fiſhermen there are now equal to any in the 


North 


N. B. This number, beſides the Fiſhermen, includes alſo the families of 


widows, publicans, boat-builders, and other artiftcers who refide among 
them, 
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Notth of Scotland, for hardineſs, {kill, and induſtry, though 
their diſtance from the main ocean ſubjects them to many 
inconveniences. 


From the beginning of October to the middle of March, 


they commonly hſh for herrings in theſe upper parts of the 
Frith, Towards the end of March and in April, they go 


down along the coaſts of Moray and Caithneſs, for cod, 
ſkate, and haddocks. In May and June, ſome of them ate 


engaged by the Northumberland Fiſhing company to catch 
lobſters for the London market, on the ſhores of Eaſter 
Roſs, about Tarbat-point. The others, during thoſe months, 
work at the haddock fiſhing, to ſupply the towns of Inverneſs 
and Fortroſe, and the Weſtern part of the Black Iſle. A- 
bout the middle of July, all the able fiſhermen here go off 
to Caithneſs, and Lochbroom, for fix or eight weeks, when 
the herrivg fiſhery at thoſe ſtations is commonly moſt fa- 
vourable ; and in good years they have been known to bring 
home from thence, BL. or 1ol, Sterling each man of nett 


gain. 


They generally return in September, to prepare for the 


ſeaſon at home, which, owing to the ſmall depth, and clear- 
neſs of this.frith, begins only about the autumnal equinox, 
or a fortnight thereafter. The ſame cauſes oblige the fiſher- 


men, for the moſt part, to delay their work here till evening or 


night, as the herrings are then caught in much greater num 


bers, than during the day. In good ſeaſons, it is not un- 
common for each boat to bring in the quantity of from 18 
to 25 barrels in one night. When the ſhoal comes up in 
the end of June or beginning of July, the herrings | prove ge- 
nerally beſt, and moſt plentiful. 

In winter 1786-7, beſides thoſe uſed at home, five or fix 
thoufand barrels were cured here for exportation; and ſeve- 
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ral ſloops alſo were diſpatched with full cargoes of unpacked 
herrings for Dunbar, and other towns on the eaſt coaſt, — 
Since that period, the ſucceſs in general has been poor at 
this ſtation, little more than what ſerved to ſupply the neigh- 
bouring country; except in ſpring 1792, when about 1100 
barrels were exported. Laſt winter, the herrings were un- 
commonly ſcarce. And the prefent ſeaſon, 1793-4, though 
it promiſed well in autumn, has turned out but indifferently. 
There are not now (in February) 200 barrels packed. 
The herrings found here are ſeldom fo large as thofe caught 
at Caithneſs, and Lochbroom, which makes it neceſſary for 
the men to provide a different ſet of nets of a ſmaller meſh 
and depth, than what they uſe at the former ſtations. Nor 
have any buildings as yet been erected at Avoch, for curing 
them in the red manner. The quantity of herrings ſuſlicient | 
to pack a barrel when cured, is ſold here freſh, at from 35s. 
+0 Fs. Gd. according to the quality and the demand. And 
the middle-ſized, when fat, are reckoned much nicer, and 
more delicate eating, than larger ones, though they do not 
fetch ſo good a price at the London and other markets, being 
not accounted ſo fit for exportation to hot climates. But, 
if our beſt hands, at all the different ſtations in the north and 
welt of Scotland, were provided with large and commodious 
| buſſes, ſo that they could go out and continue fiſhing in deep 
water, and cure their herrings on board, in the ſame expedi- 
tious and careful manner that the Dutch do, this buſineſs 
might ſoon become much more advantageous to Great Bri- 
tain than at preſent, and our fiſh become as ſaleable abroad 
as theirs! And the weaker and more indifferent hands would, 
at ſame time, find the better employment in continuing to 
catch ſor ordinary conſumption at home, from the ſmaller 
1 ſhoals 


of Avoc h. 62% 


ſhoals, which now and then come near to our ſhores, i in the 


manner that all the hands do at preſent.“ 
593 Wage 


4 


The Meſſrs Falls of Dunbar, were, for many years, the principal adventu - 


rers in the herring fiſhery here: And from them the Avoch men met with 
very good encouragement. Since the unfortunate failure of that old and re- 
ſpectable houſe, the Northumberland or Beadnel Fiſhing Company have 
| taken up part of this buſineſs, in which an eſtabliſhed company, with a good 


capital, have a far better chance of ſucceſs than ſmall adventurers, who can- - 


not afford to lay in a proper ſtock of ſalt and barrgls, much leſs to keep them 
unuſed in unfavourable ſeaſons. At this ſtation, indeed, the herring fiſhing, 


on the preſent plan, has been found, for ſome years paſt, to be but a preca - 
rious concern. One ſucceſsful winter tempted many of the neighbouring 
Mopkeepers to embark in it: And thoſe who did ſo with borrowed money, 


have moſtly become bankrupts ſince. To ſecure the important national bene- 


ſits of this trade, every reaſonable encouragement ſhould be gion to both the 


_ fiſhermen and curers. 
The fiſhing boats uſed here. are of a ſmall ſize; their keel being only 26 or 


27 feet in length; the mouth from 30 to 32 feet long, and Io ſeet wide.--- 
The depth is ſo proportioned to theſe dimenſions, as that they may ſail well, and 


may carry, beſides the crew and their fiſhing tackle, 3 or 4 tons ſafely, Six 
of theſe boats, wrought by ſeven men each, for the white fiſhing, and two or 


three ſmaller ones or yawls, occupied by old men and boys, belong to the 
place, During the herring ſeaſon, they fit out a good many more, as four 
men, with a boy to ſteer, ſerve this purpoſe, and they then hire ſome addi- 


tional hands from the country. When the ſeaſon here proves ſucceſsful, the 
fiſhing boats of Nairn, Delnies, Campbeltown, and Petty, join them ; and 
ſome likewiſe from Eafter Roſs, Cromarty, Roſemarky, Fortroſe, and Keſ- 


| ſock; fo that, even in this upper part of the Frith, 60 or 80 herring boats, 


containing above 300 men, may be ſeen at times, plying together on the ſame 
ſtream. But ſuch crowds are thought to be rather prejudicial to the buſineſs, 
in clear ſhallow water like this, as the herrings often ſuddenly diſappear from 


them, and it is ſtrongly ſuſpected, that a multitude of boats 255 nets tends 


to frighten them away. 


The quantity of canvas carried by the Avoch men, and ſome others in this 
neighbourhood, is very much diſproportioned to the ſmall ſize and burden of 


their boats. The length of the maſt is generally above 30 feet, On this, 
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. ages and price of proviſions, —The following comparative 
Rate, founded on good information, will ſhew the advance 
| | n 


they hoiſt an immenſe oblong ſail, containing nearly 80 fquar yards, or 500 
¶quare ſeet of cloth. And they carry a foreſailbe ſides, on a pole at the boat ſtem, 
ok the ſame oblong form, but only a tenth part of the ſize of the other. 
Their ſkill and alertneſs in ſetting and reefing thoſe ſails, according to the 
wind and weather, and the courſe they mean to purſue, are wonderful. Se- 
veral gentlemen of the navy have expreſſed their ſurprize at this, and de- 
clared, that they have ſeldom ſeen common fiſhermen carry ſo great à propor- 
tion of ſail, or manage it more dextrouſſy on any other part of the Britiſh 
coaſts, Vet there have been only four Avoch men drowned by their boats 
overſetting, fiace the fiſhery firſt began here, But, as they continue gradually 
to enlarge thoſe ſails, without increaſing the boats in proportion, it is to be 
feared that ſuch accidents may become more frequent among them. For there 
is undoubtedly, a ne plus, ultra in this, as in all other human attempts. 

In juſtice to the active enterpriſing ſpirit of thoſe honeſt men, we may add, 
that three of the Seatown crews having engaged in ſpring 1791, to fiſh for ſe- 
veral months on the coaſt of Northumberland, coaſted it in their little open 
boats the whole way from Avoch to Beadnel, without either chart or com- 
Paſs, and returned home in like manner, with no other accident, except ſplit- 
ting one of their ſails. A long voyage this for ſo ſmall craft to undertake, 
if we conſider the different windings of the coaſt, which they muſt neceſſa- 
rily follow | What a pity, that ſuch men have not been regularly taught n2- 
vigation, nor got larger veſſels to manage, for there i. is not a ſingle os be 
longing to the place. | | 

The former inconvenience may now be obwiated by the rademy lately eſta- 
bliſhed at Fortroſe, which affords them an eaſy and near opportunity of get- 
ting their children better inſtructed than heretoſore. And if, along with this 
advantage, Providence be pleaſed to fayour them- with three or four good 
fiſhing years in ſucceſſion, it is more than probable that ſome of the more 
careful and ſpirited young men may be perſuaded to unite and improve their 
gains, in fitting out two or three ſmall buſſes, or proper ſreighting ſlcops ſor 
this craſt, of 50 or 60 tons each; which could occaſionally be navigated by 
ſewer hands than any,of their preſent boats. Such loops might be employ- 
ed to good advantage every herring ſeaſon on the bounty ; and during the 
other months they pad ſind raden encouragement in carrying out car- 

goes 


on ſome eſſential articles of this nature, within 60 years paſt, 


in this diſtrict, VIZ. 


| - Gund amount 


Wages of an able ploughman, or farm ſer= | | 
vant, per annum, ſterling, — L. 1 13 4 L440 
22 Female ſervant, — o 13 3 I 10 © 
| a day labourer, per diem, finding 

his own viduals,”  — — . 0 0 4 
—=—— 2 journeyman maſon, do. do. > © 11 
— journeyman wright, do do. 00 8 
— taylor, do. do. — 8 
| Common prices Ditto in 


in 1734. Spring 1794. 
Oatmeal, per boll, gewt. 9 ſtone, or 14Albs. | | 


Amſterdam weigh,  — I. o 8 10 2.3 0 16 © 
Barley, or bear, per boll, (Linlithgow A: | 

A meaſure,) — — s 83818 
Pottaoes per peck, (ditto 2 ſtreaks,) not then fold . 
Beef and veal, per lib. e e pe weight,) | | 


about gi FB 2 | | 0 21.2 to 3d, 


Good Mutton, per do. do. about | 3 
Pork, per do. do; about n 2 0 2t02 2 
Ducks, each, _ — WE ns | e | 
Chickens, do, 58 | 2 0 0 4to 6d. 
Eggs per dozen, _ 1 1.2 to 2d. 
Haddocks, per do. — — N . 
Butter per ſtone, (of 21lbs. Amſterdam | 
weight, — e e 0 
Cheeſe, per do. =_ — 0 98 a d to 5s. 6d, 
1 Salt per peck, (Linlithgow meal meaſure Pry 
"45> #200 ralbs. e * 0 


Roads 


{ Within the above period, the eſtabliſhment of a garriſon at Fort George, 
and the flouriſhing itate * iverngls, by greatly increaſing the demand, have 
tended 


in 1734. Ditto in 1794. 


- m—_—ST 


goes of grain, when it could be ſpared, and bringing home coals, ſalt, lime, 


and other neceſſaries, to ſupply the — demands of this part of the 


country 
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| Roads and Bridges.—Neot only in this pariſh, but over the 
whole of 3 the * have, for many years paſt, 
been 


tended to raiſe the price of moſt kinds of proviſions here. Conſidering however 
the high rents now paid by the farmers, and the progreſſive advance on every 
thing elle, thoſe preſent rates, on the whole, cannot be reaſonably complain- 
ed of, except by ſuch perſons as have had narrow limited incomes, with no 
opportunity of improving them. One neceſlary article, ſalt, for home con - 
ſumption, has, indeed, been uncommonly ſcarce and high priced for ſome 
months, over all the north of Scotland ; but for this, it is boped, that the 
wiſdom of Parliament will ſoon provide a remedy, And the late repeal of 
the duty on coals carried coaſtways, though the advance on freight of ſuch 
a2 bulxky article, prevents the benefit being ſo ſenſibly felt at preſent, muſt, 
| when the war is over, be acknowledged a great relief, to a diſtrict ſo poorly 
poorly 8 with other fuel as this, 1 


* —__ _— 


country. To promote and encourage ſuch a ſcheme, would unqueſtionably 

be the intereſt of both gentlemen and traders on both ſides of this Frith; as 
good ſeamen, having their home, or reſidence of their families here, could 

| («teris paribus) afford to ſerve the neighbourhood on eaſier terms than ſtran- 


gers: Beſides that, a great part of the money, which theſe diſtricts muſt ne- 


ceſſarily pay for fuch freights, would thus remain and circulate at home. 
There is likewiſe another important conſideration, that cargoes would be ex- 
poſed to leſs hazard of loſs or damage, under the care of ſeamen ſo well ac- 
quainted with moſt of the different barbours, rocks and od banks, in this 
Jong and redious Frith. 

No leſs remarkable are the inhabitants of this thriving village i in general, 
for their induſtry and diligence. They manufacture, of the beſt materials 
they can procure, not only all their own fiſhing apparatus, but alſo a great 
quantity of herring and ſalmon nets yearly, for the uſe of other ſtations in 
the North and Weſt Highlands, From Monday morning to Saturday after- 
noon, the men ſeldom loiter at home 24 hours at a time, when the weather is 
at all favourable for going to ſea, And the women and children, beſides the 
care of their houſes, and the common operations of gathering and affixing 
bait, and of vending the fiſh over all the neighbouring country, do a great deal 
of thoſe manufactures. Some of their families alfo cultivate from a rood to 
half an acre of potatoes yearly for their own ſupply ; and others, whoſe 
children are more advanced, tuiſs and dreſs, for the herring nets, a good quan- 

tity 
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been as well attended to, and kept in as good repair, as in 


any part of Scotland, where turnpikes are not eſtabliſned. 


At moſt places, where highways meet or interſect each o- 
ther, 'direCtion-poſts have been fixed and kept up. In a 


country, where many of the inhabitants cannot ſpeak to a 
ſtranger in Engliſh, the importance of theſe is obvious. Part 
of one road here, 'twixt the Seatown of Avoch and Fortroſe, 
being liable to frequent incroachments of the ſea, proves ex- 
ceedingly troubleſome and expenſive. A ſubſtantial repair 


to that, and a few ſmall bridges, are the principal things of 
this nature now wanted in the diſtrict. The county of Roſs, 
laſt year, eſtabliſhed a commutation of the ſtatute labour 
within their bounds, with a view, no doubt, to improve thoſe 


matters of police ſtill farther, by hiring able hands with the mo- 
ney and keeping ſteady ſurveyors over them. The rates 


charged are 1s. 6d. yearly from each man, liable to the ſtatute 


work ; and 2s. 6d. more from the tenants, for the ſtrength 


of each plough. Theſe rates may be thought hard by ſome 


poor people, who have little ready money to command, and 
would rather give their work in the moderate way it uſed to 
be exacted. But every judicious farmer, or well employed 


mechanic, who conſiders the importance of a long ſummer 


day for carrying on his own work or improvements at home, 

| will 
tity of hemp. Even the aged and infirm employ themſelves as buſily as they 
can at making and baiting hooks, and mending nets, ſo that, except for a 
few days about Chriſtmas, or on the occaſion of a fiſher's wedding, there are 
none but little children idle in the whole Seatown. And this their induſtry 
turns out to good account; for they bring up and provide for their families 


decently in their ſphere. They pay honeſtly all the debts they contract in 


the country, and, conſidering the number of widows, and fatherleſs, and of 


infirm and aged perſons among them, very few of this village, except in 


eaſes of great emergency, are found to ſolicit the aſſiſtance of either public or 
private charity, | 
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will think it much more expedient to pay them. Whether 
this ſcheme, however, on the whole, ſhall more effectually 
promote the public good than the former, the county will 
be better enabled to o judge, after ſome as experience. 


Language —Althoogh moſt names of places, and many 
firnames of perſons here are evidently derived from the Gae- 
lic, the inhabitants, in general, of this and the two neigh- 
bouring pariſhes, of Roſemarky and Cromarty, underſtand 
and uſe the Engliſh language. They ſpeak it alſo more 
purely, and with leſs of a provincial accent or draw], than 
thoſe of many ſouthern coanties in Scotland. Hence ſome 
have ſuppoſed them to be the deſcendents of a colony brought 
from ſome diſtant part of the kingdom, eſpecially as the com- 
mon people in all the contiguous pariſhes around, ſpeak moſt. 
ly in Gaelic ; and two-thirds of them underſtand no other 
tongue. Whereas, in this pariſh, there are only ſix or eight 
families unacquainted with the Engliſh language, and three- 
fourths of the pariſhioners uſe it in common. Nor has any 
Gaelic been preached in the church of Avoch ſince the be- 

-ginning of this century, although one or two of the miniſters 
_ underſtood it perfectly, and could deliver their ſentiments in 
that language with fluency. The prevalence, however, of 
the Engliſh language in this corner, may be more eaſily ac- 
counted for, from the more frequent intercourſe of its inha- 
bitants by both ſea and land, with thoſe of the fouthern yew" 
vinces. 

The patronage of this 8 belongs to Miſs Brodie of 
Lethen. The ſtipend, including an augmentation lately de- 
creed, conſiſts of fix chalders, part barley, part meal; 461. 
Sterling, money; 61. of converſion for the vicarage and fiſt: 
tiends ; and 51. more for communion elements. The glebe, 
in three ſeparate ſpots, all arable, meaſures nearly fix acres- 


he 
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The church was new roofed, and otherwiſe improved in 


1792. The manſe, built in 1672, has undergone ſeveral re- 
parations ſince, and is now a comfortable lodging. The 
miniſters, fince the Reſtoration of Presbytery, and dates "ve 5 
their ſettlements, have been: | 
- 1712-13—Mr Alexander MBean, after warde mini- 
ſter at Inverneſs, Tg 

1716. Mr Alexander Ray, who died here in 17 35+ | 
1736. Mr Alexander Fraſer, tranſlated in 175 5 to 

Inverneſs. * 
17 56. Mr Thomas Simpſon, who died here in 1786. 


Sept. 1787. Mr James Smith, the preſent incumbent. 


The miniſter of Avoch is co-adminiſtrator with the mini- 
ſter of Roſemarky, of the fund which pays the maſters ſala- 


ries in the academy at Fortroſe; and of ſome lands bequeath- 


ed by a late Counteſs of Seaforth, for the 8 a of the your 
in ſame burgh. 

The parochial ſchool of Avoch is e by about 50 
ſcholars. The maſter's falary, payable by the heritors, is 


Vl. 138. 4d. Sterling. His wages and emoluments, as feſſion 
clerk and preſenter, may, communibus annis, amount to 3]. 


more. He teaches Engliſh, Latin, Writing, Arithmetic, 


| Book-keeping, and Church muſic. But the fees from his 


ſcholars, as the tenantry in general are not able to afford 


much, will ſeldom exceed 1ol. Sterling. 80 that this * 


is ſcarcely worth 20l. a year. 
There is a ſewing ſchool for girls in the Kirktown, and 
two or three ſmall ſchools in different corners of the pariſh, 


for initiating young children to read, but they have no ſala- 
Lies. * Oy | 3 


A ſunday ſchool, on a proper plan, and a ſpinning ſchool, 
for teaching young girls to work at the two-handed wheel, 


would both be found exceedingly uſeful inſtitutions 1 in ſuch 
Vox. XV. 4 M 2 
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5 a populous pariſh as this, and where the linen muriufaCtuee 
ſands much 1 in need of i — 


"Mit of the Pror, &c.— There are about 40 indigent per- 
ſons now on the roll. The funds for their relief are the in- 
tereſt of 331. 6s. 8d. Sterling, bequeathed by the late Sir 
Kenneth MKenzie of Scatwell in the hands of his own fa- 
mily the intereſt of about gol. more under the ſeflion's 
management; and the public voluntary contributions in 
church: which laſt, at an average of three years bygone, a- 
mounts to gl. 118. 4d. Stekling yearly. All theſe funds, how- 
ever, can afford but a ſcanty help to each. 

A crew of the fiſhermen having been accidentally drown- 

ed in 1792, left ſeven widows and a good many dependents, 
| ſome of them in moſt pitiable circumſtances. One young 
girl, in particular, who, at 19 years of age, had been married 
only ſeven months before, was, by this unforſeen accident, 
bereaved at once of her huſhand ! her father! her brother 
and was left big with child, and in debt! On this melan- 
choly occafion, it was found neceſſary to ak ſome charitable 

aſſiſtance from other places. And a liberal ſupply was ob- 
| tained, adequate to their more immediate needs. For, be- 
| ſides what was collected within the bounds of this preſbytery, 

the following contributions from different quarters, moſtly 
unſolicited, were remitted to the kirk. ſeſſion for relief of 
thoſe unfortunate people, and have all been diftribute>among 
them, viz. 

From the town and neighbourhood 


of Inverneſs, „ Serve L. 32 5 0 
From ſome gentlemen of Nairn-ſhire, 

and Fort George, - | 656 
And a collection made in the pariſh. | 

church of Alneſs, oy | 6-1 8 


The 
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The diftreſs of the widows having thus been mitigated, 
particularly until ſuch of them as had been left pregnant were 
delivered, and nurſed their infants, they have almoſt all now 
returned to proper habits of induſtry, ſufficient to ſupport 


themſelves and their families. Such examples, it is hoped, 


will not be thought miſplaced in this record, becauſe they 


not only, in their meaſure, do honour to human nature, but 
may tend to encourage others to 4 likewiſe,” in ſimilar 


caſes |! | | 
The deficiency of crop 1782 was ſeverely felt in this pariſh, 
except by ſome farmers near the ſhore. But from the great 


quantities of corn then imported, and the ſeaſonable ſupply. 
ſent by Government for the poor, it is not believed, that any 
_ perſon here died then of want. And the more induſtrious 
tenants have ſince compleatly recovered from the effects of 
that year, upon their little ſtock and credit. 


| General Character of the Inhabitants —The pariſhioners 
here are moſtly of a middle ſize, ſtrong and healthy, and 


capable of enduring a good deal of fatigue and labour. There 
may be 8 or io men among them fix feet high; and very 
few dwarfs or deformed perſons are to be ſeen J. 


7 The inhabitants of the country part are generally but in poor circumſtan» 


ces. Hence they feel many ſtraits in bringing up their families. This, with the 
ſcarcity and increaſed wages of ſervants, obliges ſome of them to put their chil. 
dren to hard work rather too ſoon ; even the greater farmers, who, as they raiſe 
| bread for many others, ſhould have it in their own power to live pretty com- 
| fortably in their ſphere, enjoy here but few of the comforts, and none of the 


luxuries of life; except, perhaps, in the uſe of ſpirituous liquors, to which both 
they and the fiſhermen have become of late too much addicted. This has taken 
place almoſt entirely of that wholeſome ſtrengthening beverage, good beer, 


which their fathers harmleſsly quaffed. The preſent generation are, indeed, 


betrer clothed ; but they cat leſs and coarſer bread, and have, perhaps, leſs 
ready money. Their houles alſo, arc for moſt part miſerably dirty, ſmoaky, 
| | and 


Means © 


— ͤꝓ “,n—— — 


— B_ 

8 * 32 * 425 
. *% a 
2 


6 36 | Statiflical Account 


Means by which their Condition could be meliorated.—If the 
Britiſh Society for improving and extending the fiſheries, or 
| e the 


and meanly furniſhed. But, as they have little acquaintance with any better 
condition, ſo long as they can make a ſtretch to pay their rent and their debts, 
they appear contented with their own. Their moral character is, in general, 
good, if we except only a few vices and failings, to which their ſtraitened i. 
tuation expoſes them. They are honeſt and induſtrious, faithful to their ma- 
Ker or landlords, and attached to their King and Country. As to religion, 
the greater part of them appear ſerious and devout, and regularly attend on 
public worſhip and ordinances. In moſt pariſhes here, it is not uncommoy 
for ſeyeral thouſands of people to aſſemble, from all corners of the country, 
on a ſacramental occaſion. | 

Marriages, in this place, are generally nde Ad in the ſtile of penny 
weddings. Little other fare is provided, except bread, ale, and whiſky, The 
relatives, who aſſemble in the morning, are entertained with a dram and a 
drink gratis, But, aſter the ceremony is performed, every man pays for his 
drink. The neighbours then conyene in great numbers. A fiddler or two, 
with perhaps a boy to ſcrape on an old violincello, are engaged. A barn is 
Aloted for the dancing; and the houſe for drinking. And thus, they make 
merry for two or three days, till Saturday night. On Sabbath, after return- 
ing from church, the married couple give a ſort of dinner or entertainment 
to the preſent friends on both ſides. So that thoſe weddings, on the whole, 
bring little gain or loſs to the parties. | 

As ſuperſtitious prejudices begin to wear out, the practice of inoculation 
for the ſmall pox gains ground conſiderably here; though it is not ſo ſucceſs» 
ful as in other parts, owing to many of the parents not following the ſurgeon's 
preſcriptions; and giving ardent * to their children, « even during the 
height of the diſeaſe, | | 
At common funerais, in this diſtri, the corpſe i is preceded by the ih 
officer toiling a hand bell. The pall or mort=cloth is of plain black velvet, 
without any decoration, except a ſringe. An immenſe crowd of both ſcxes at- 
tend, And the laweatations of the women, in ſome caſck, on ſeeing a belov- 
ed relative put into the grave, would alot pierce a heart of ſtone, _ 

The inhabitants of Scatown live more comfortably than of the country 
And they begin now to build neat commodious houſes, which coſt above 26). 
Sterling, each. Among the fiſhers, it uſual for both ſexes to marry at, or un- 
der 20 years of age. And of ſeveral of their families; there are four gene- 

cations 


* 
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actual fiſhermen for a few years at the different herring ſta- 


tions in the North; to three or four, at leaſt, of the herring 
boats at each ſtation, whoſe crew, conſiſting of a fixed num- 
ber, and within a limited time of every ſeaſon, ſhould catch 
and deliver the greateſt quantities of good herrings to the cu- 

rers ;—this, it is believed, would excite much emulation a- 


mong the hands, and be attended with many beneficial con- 


ſequences. A pier, ſufficient for boats and ſmall ſloops, 


would render this ſtation much more commodious and ſafe 
than at preſent, and could be built for a moderate ſum ; And, 
if the bounds of the Seatown were extended, by throwing a 


bridge 


' rations now living in the place. Their women are, in general, hardy and 
robuſt, and can bear immenſe burdens. Some of them will carry a hundred 


weight of wer fiſh a good many miles up the country. As the bay is flat, and 
no pier has yet been built, ſo that the boats mult often take ground a good 
way off from the ſhore, theſe poiſſardes have a peculiar cuſtom of carrying 


out and in their huſbands on their backs, © to keep their men's feet dry, as | 


they fay. They bring out, in like manner, all the fiſh and fiſhing tackles, 
and at theſe operations, they never repine to wade, in all weathers, a confi - 


derable diſtance into the water. Hard as this uſage muſt appear, yet there are 


few other women ſo cleanly, healthy, or ſo long livers in the country. 
During the laſt war, 13 Avoch men were prefled into the Royal Navy. 


and though moſt of theſe ſerved in Admiral Parker's own ſhip in his dread- 
ful engagement with the Dutch off the Dogger Bank, as well as in other ac- 
tions, not one of them was hurt by the enemy. Their regular and good be- 


haviour was acknowledged by all their officers, and cleven of the number 


returned home in 1783, with a good many guineas each of ſaved money. My 


Dundas's late regulations for the punctual pay of ſcamen, will be very bene- 
ficial in this reſpect; and will encourage them to cnter much more readily 
than before. The greateſt hardihips now, is leaving their families; as they 
tommonly marry at ſuch an early period of life ; and are all happy and 
renteyted with their ſituation and circumſtances at home | 


the Hon. Board of Truſtees for fiſheries, manufactures, and 
improvements in Scotland, would, over and aboye the boun- 
ties now allowed by Government, grant ſome premiums ta 
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bridge over the burn, and proper ſecurity given the men, by 
way of feus or otherwiſe, for building good houſes on a re- 

| gular plan along the adjoining ſhore; from the increaſe of 
their families, it is more than probable, that the extent and 
population of this thriving Yonge would be doubled within 
80 years hence. & 


- Antiquities —The foundations ſtill remain of a large old 


caſtle or Fortalice, on the top a little hill near Caſtletown- 


point, about 200 feet above the level of the ſea. This mount 
is called by ſome, Ormondy hill: And tradition gives the 
name of Douglas 8298 to the ruin. It covers an oblong 
ſpace, 
1 As to > the country part of the pariſh, hin the farms are, in general, 
too highly rented, conſidering the preſent mode of huſbandry here; yet, if 
the heritors would be perſuaded to give their more active and beſt ſtocked 
tenants, leaſes for 38 years, or for 19 years and a life, at the preſent rents, 
with ſome encouragement to incleſe their grounds and build better ſteadings; 
and taking the the tenants bound to have always a third part of each farm 
under graſs, and to keep their cattle at home during ſummer, and to winter 
herd; the face of the country would be improved, the example followed by 
others, the condition of the tenantry amended, and the preſent ſecurity and 
future intereſt of the landlords promoted. The more effeQually to bring a- 
bout thoſe ſo deſireable objects, thirlage ſhould be aboliſhed, by parcelling 
out the preſent rent of each miln proportionably upon the different farms 
bound to it : and the uſe of lime and marle, under proper reſtrictions, ſnould 
be introduced and encouraged among the farmers. In 
As the linen manufacture ſeems to be the moſt agreeable, and beſt adapt - 
ad to this pariſh, a good lint mill, on the burn of Avoch, would both ſave a 
great deal of valuable time which the inhabitants now ſpend in dreſſing their 
flax by the ſtock and hand method, and would tend much to promote the far- 
ther cultivation of it. Machinery for ſtriking pot barley, could be included 
under the ſame roof at a ſmall expence, and would probably be well employ- 
ed by both the country and the neighbouriug towns, To theſe hints, we 
ſhall only add, that to ſuppreſs in future the ſwarm of unlicenſed tippling- 
houſes, and to have only four or five proper perſons, duly licenſed, for retails - 
ing whiſky and beer, within this pariſh, would be found productive of moſt 
happy conſequences to the morals of the people and the public good, 
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| ſpace, about 350 feet long and 160 feet broad, divided into 
a good many apartments, which had been ſtrongly built of 
coarſe red quarry ſtone and lime, with a foſſe on one fide, 
and the appearance of baſtions towards another, From its 
_ peculiar ſituation, and apparent ſtrength of the works, it may 
have been eaſily defended before the invention of artillery. 
There are ſeveral traces of old encampments on different 
moors in the pariſh. A trench or row of large human bones 
was lately diſcovered, a good way beyond the boundary of 
the preſent burying ground. And there are ſeveral long 
ſtones in the church-yard, of a hard cloſe texture, with an- 
tique figures of ſpears, arrows, and ſtars, carved upon them 
in alto relievo. All theſe may be veſtiges of the conflicts of 
the Northern Clans, or of defences againſt the Danes, and 
other foreign invaders from this Frith. But no authentic hiſ- 
tory or tradition, worth mentioning, is now extant concern» 
ing them. = 3 


END OF THE FIFTEENTH VOLUME. 
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PRESBYTERY OF JEDBURCGH, 


By DR CHARTERSG. 


. following numeration was made laſt ſeaſon: Males 565; 
females 650; under 20, 546; from 20 to 60, 576 above 60, 81; 
above 80, 12; widowers, 26 ; widows, 61. The heritors have late- 
ly elected an able ſchoolmaſter, raiſed his ſalary from 100 merks, 
to 101. and built a commodious ſchool-houſe. There are upwards 
of 100 ſcholars. Lending books to the pariſhioners, I have found 
aſeful, and think that pariſh libraries, conſiſting not only of re- 
ligious books, but of ſuch as the Statiſtical Hiſtory, might be a 
public good. The tendency to expenſive dreſs among young | 
women, is the ſame here as in other parts. A tax on filk, a- 
mounting to a prohibition of it among maid ſeryants, would be 
an advantage to them. The poor-rate is at preſent gol. a quar- 
ter. Some objections have been made to poor-rates, the validi- 
ty of which ſhould be tried by facts. iſt, It is alledged that 
poor- rates weaken parental and filial affection, the holieſt af. 
fections of humanity.” Let the fact be fairly enquired into, 
and it will be found, that many children labour hard to prevent 
their parents from receiving an aliment; and that children in 
good circumſtances who ſuffer their parents to receive it are in- 
famous: 


; 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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famous: A proof that the caſe is rare. During twenty two 
Fears miniſtry in a pretty numerous pariſh, where the poor are 
maintained by taxation, I have known only one inſtance of 


children refuſing to aſſiſt their parents; they forfeited the eſteem 
of their neighbours, and baniſhed themſelves to America. Af. 
fection, both parental and filial, is chilled by want: the bind 
enlveth, and forſaketh her calf, becauſe there is no graſs : Under 


the prefure of poverty, a mother may forget her ſucking child; 


the child that is ſorſaken, or ſent out to beg and to wander, or 


forced to labour prematurely, retains no affection for a deſtitute 


parent: Whereas, among a widow and her children, who are 
kept together by an aliment, mutual affection grows. When 
the aged reccive an aliment, their poor children are no longer 
deprefted with the view of miſery, which they were unable to 
remove, and which tempted them to turn away from their fa— 
ther's houſe : Filial affection returns; they think with gratitude 
on a law which gives the neceſſaries of life to their patents, 


and by adding ſome cordials and comforts, they teſtify and che- 


Tiſh filial love. The miniſter of a populous pariſh, where there 
is no poors-Tate, is diſtreſled with the view of indigence which ' 
he c:nnot relieve, and may be tempted to turn away his eye 
ſrom beholding it : Bat under the benign influence of poor 
laws, he can enter the abodes of the wretched, as the meſſenger 
of good tidings. The law which provides for the poor, inſtead 
of diſſolving, tends ts fttengthen paſtoral, and parental, and 
filial love. 26, It is alledged, that the poor rate prevents the 
common people from laying up againſt the time of need, The 
deſire of laying up is ſo {trong, that the poor-rate has not yet, 
and probably never will extinguiſh it. A ſpirit of independence 
pervades the people; they ſeel the humiliation of receiving alms; 
they diſcern the difference betwixt having of their own, and truft— 
ing to what is given. The poor law is an inſurance againſt un- 


lorcſeen misfortune, and removes that anxious folicitude about 


what they ſhall cat and diink and put on, which the goſpel has 
forbidden. 
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forbidden. If a legal proviſion for the poor ſhall ſomewhat a- 
bate the general and ſtrong deſire to lay up treaſures on earth, 


the effect is happy. View the poor man in his future deſtina- 


tion, and whatever alleviates mortal cares, ſmooths his way to 


immortality. 3d, It is aſked, with ſome degree of alarm, what 
will be the final conſequence of alimenting the poor, —for, 
wherever this tax is impoſed, it increaſes gradually ? This gra- 
dual increaſe, where it takes place, may be owing to two caules ; 
Fir/t, that ſome are induced through falſe ſhame to ſuffer extreme 


want, rather than accept of an aliment. Second, that thoſe who 


appoint the aliment are at firſt too ſparing ; the more frequently 
and attentively they conſider the caſe of the poor, they are dil. 
poſed to give the more. Let falſe ſhame be combated, and the 
miſerable inſtructed in their rights. Let thoſe who have the 


management of the poor, proceed till every indigent perfon be 
| fonnd out, and their real wants ſupplied. When all that need 
have been perſuaded to aſk, and when thoſe who give, have 
learned to give enough, the rate will become ſtationary; till 


then it ought to riſe. The law which gives a maintenance to 
the poor, is one of the bulwarks of the Britiſh government, by 


which it is defended from the rage of want and deſpair, Heri 
tors and Kirk Seſſions, to whom the execution of this law is 


committed, will give a ſubſtantial and ſeaſonable proof of their 
attachment to our happy Conſtitution, by making the poor of the 


land to participate its bleſſings. Were thoſe who lately aſſumed 
to themſelves the amiable name, Friends of the People, to new- 


model our Conſtitution, it is much to be feared, that a law in 
favour of the indigent would not be found in their code ; and 
if ſuch a law were found in their code, it is ſtill much to be fear- 


ed, that the new poſſeſſors of unrighteous mammon, would not 
be forward to execute the law of mercy." 

N. B. The carpet and inkle ſactories, mentioned in the hiſ— 
tory of Hawick, are the fame that were formerly mentioned in 
the hiſtory of Wilton, where they actually are. 


